
%i.V 


v^- 


,A- 


$ >; 

." : lr|] 

v r-**ar4f 


• -tv! 


-■■<i 


-•; <? 
£•.< 


'“T 


T •"»! . I.-w— 


1. 



- ••. ■vid? 
'■Vsitp 1 

_■.■ p.Vr. • 
'l? 

■■--?■ P;’hi 

.V-^ 

; ■: 'it- 

•’..i ‘ -J M 

: — irji’f 
• • ■' s.'.— 

jjtfi 


OWiOT.p?^ 

.ii-ild?* 4. 




**■ 


education 



Foreign languages in 
primary schools, P26 


Dance Die night 
away 

Sylvie Guillem 
television masterclass 

ARTS, 

PAGE 27 



Last-minute shopping 

Best 

weekend 
food and 
drink buys 
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Top writers 
in The Times 

William Rees-Mogg 
John Grigg 
Philip Howard 
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Star role 

Valerie Grove 
meets astrologer 
Shelley von 
Strunckel 
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Prince ‘will not marry again’ 


k: 


Lonely role chosen after 
divorce goes through 


StMON KRETTCM 


By Alan Hamilton 

- and Philip Webster 

THE Prince of Wales made it 
dear yesterday that he had no 
attention of remarrying after 
rite inevitable divorce that will 
£ndhis I4-year-old marriage. 
-.’His statement, issued 
through a spokesman at Sr 
James’s Palace, is intended to 
/allay the fears of politicians, 
churchmen and the public 
that he would marry Camilla 
Parker Bowles, taking a di¬ 
vorced woman as queen 
consort 

The Prince’s declaration 

- suggests that on his eventual 
accession, he is resigned to 
reigning alone. Privately, 
however, his staff acknowl¬ 
edge that neither the Prince 
nor anyone else can be expect¬ 
ed to foresee the distant future. 

John Major strongly backed 
rive Queen’s decision to urge 
the Prince and Princess of 
Wales to divorce when she told 
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Leading Article 


him about at it a recent 
Buckingham Palace meeting. 
The initiative came from rive 
Queen but Mr Major, who 
had told the Queen of the 
belief at Westminster that an 
md to the marriage was now 
the best way out. said that he 
supported the move to bring 
matters to a head. 

The public feuding between 
the two had reached a point 
where senior politicians be¬ 
lieved that the monarchy 
could be severely damaged, 
and Mr Major was aware of 
that view when he saw the 


Surgeon cleared 
overopearation 

A surgeon who removed a 
woman’s womb despite dis¬ 
covering that she was preg¬ 
nant has been cleared of 
illegally p roc uri ng an abor¬ 
tion. - 

Regina] Dixon admitted 
during his trial that he was 
wrong to continue the opera¬ 
tion without the consent of his 
patient. Barbara Whiten. He 
sakfc “It is a great relief to see 
tbe end of steady three years 
of stress for me, my family 
and Mrs Whiten”-Page 5 

Ritual mourning 
in Bethlehem 

As Israeli troops completed 
the handover of Bethlehem to 
Palestinian control, a former 
chief rabbi ord ered all Israe¬ 
lis who visit the area to rend 
their clothes in., ritual mourn¬ 
ing at the switch. Rabbi 
Mondediai Eliafau made his 
ruling at die first meeting of 
rabbis from Jewish settle¬ 
ments since the kOfing of 
Yitzhak Rabin Plage U 
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The Prince sets off to visit hospices near High grove 


Queen the day after the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales’s Panorama 
interview. 

Mr Major has since held 
meetings with both the Prince 
and Princess of Wales at 
which the implications of a 
divorce are thought to have 
been discussed. 

At his meeting with the 
Princess at Kensington Palace 
on Wednesday Mr Major is 
understood to have spoken of 
the role that the Government 
is prepared to give her. The 
strong view at Westminster is 
that the Princess and her 
advisers will insist cm a pos¬ 
ition as a “goodwill envoy” as 
rive price of agreeing to a 
divorce. 

But Mr Major is also aware 
of the Foreign Office view that 
she should have no formal 
ambassadorial role in which 
she would seen as speaking 
for the British Government 

Buckingham Palace officials 
said that the Prince had al¬ 
ready informed the Queen 
that he agreed with her letter, 
sent to both parties earlier this 
week, urging an early divorce. 
He had also informed the 
Princess that he favoured such 
a course. 

Yesterday the Prince spent 


much of the day visiting 
cancer patients at hospices in 
Cheltenham and Burleigh. 
Gloucestershire, an activity 
much favoured by his wife. He 
took gifts of his Duchy Origi¬ 
nal Oat Biscuits and organic 
vegetables from his farm at 
Highgruve. 

The Princess, who made her 
usual visit to her gym at the 
Chelsesa Harbour CJub. ac¬ 
companied by Prince William 
and Prince Harry, has not yet 
sent any reply, and appears in 
no hurry to give a dedsion. 
The Queen who spent the day 
at Sandringham recording 
her Christmas broadcast, has 
not taken the silence as dis¬ 
courtesy, and would rather 
that any settlement be right 
rather than rushed. 

But the Princess has let it be 
known through friends thaT 
her two principal lawyers. 
Lord Mishcon and Paul 
Buttner. have begun their 
Christmas holidays and that 
no formal answer to the 
Queen's request is likely be¬ 
fore January. Her reluctance 
to be hurried does not bode 
well for a dean and fast 
settlement 

The Princess remains in 
touch with Buckingham Pal¬ 


ace. as talks with Sir Robert 
Fellawcs. the Queen's private 
secretary, and other senior 
courtiers continue over a 
satisfactory role for her. 

The moves of the last 36 
hours have been largely wel¬ 
comed by poliridans and 
churchmen. The Ven George 
Austin, Archdeacon of York 
and a prominent Church of 
England conservative, said 
that the Prince’s assertion that 
he did not intend to remany 
removed any obstade to him 
becoming king, but only so 
long as he avoided renewing 
his relationship with Mrs 
Parker Bowles. “My guess is 
that he will not continue the 
relationship because I think 
he wants to be a good king, 
acceptable to everyone." 

Lord St John of Fawsley. a 
former Cabinet minister and 
constitutional expert, said tlvat 
the Prince's dedaration that 
he did not intend to remarry 
was another example of him 
putting his duty before person¬ 
al desires. “While he has a 
perfect right to marry or 
change his mind, that state¬ 
ment is ro be very warmly 
welcomed. It removes a source 
of gossip and speculation “ 
Lord St John said. 

Lord BLake. the constitu¬ 
tional historian, said the 
Prince’s announcement made 
no difference to his constitu¬ 
tional and legal claims to the 
Throne. “It may affect public 
opinion ,- 1 would have thought 
it would not damage his 
position at all." 

Tony Blair, the Labour lead¬ 
er, said; "I think most people, 
myself induded, would want 
to see, should a divorce take 
place, some role for Princess 
Diana and some chance for 
her to use her undoubted 
ability and esteem that she has 
in the interests of the country. 

“She is a popular figure. She 

Continued on page 2, col 5 



It could 


over in 


The Princess arrives at her Chelsea gym. She was accompanied by her sons 


By Frances Gibb 

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE Prince and Princess of 
Wales could be divorced with¬ 
in three months under the 
“quickie" divorce procedure 
with the Princess’s consent. 

But even if she does not 
consent. Prince Charles may 
be able to divorce her. without 
resorting to accusations of 
adultery, on the ground that 
the couple have lived separate 
lives for five years although 
they have been formally sepa¬ 
rated only since t°92. 

A couple may divorce if the 
marriage has irretrievably 
broken down. The grounds for 
this are; adultery," desertion, 
unreasonable behaviour or. if 
both sides agree to divorce, 
living apart for two years. 

Prince Charles would not 
wish to base a petition on 
adultery, despite the Princess 
of Wales's television confes¬ 
sion. So if her agreement 
cannot be obtained, firing 
apart for five years is the most 
likely ground. 

Both the Prince and toe 
Princess will be represented 
by top-drawer divorce law¬ 
yers; the Prince is using Farrer 
& Co. me Queen’s Lincoln's 
Inn solicitors. He is likely to be 
represented by one of the 
youngest but most highly- 
regarded partners. Fiona 
Shackfeton. 

Leading the team for the 
Princess will be Lord Mishcon 
of Mischon de Reya, backed 
by Anthony Julius. 

Any settlement is likely to 
include a lump sum for the 
Princess — same say £15 
million — on the basis of a 
clean break. The Queen would 
probably have to help out as 
the Prince’s notional net in¬ 
come is thought to be little 
more than £2 million a year. 
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The great go-slow holiday starts 


By Jonathan Prynn and Harvey Elliott 


HALF the population of Brit¬ 
ain is expected to be on the 
move today as the Christmas 
getaway begins in earnest. 

Traffic jams, snow and road 
works on 38 main routes are 
among the treats in store for 
an estimated 25 million 
people. Motoring organ¬ 
isations, showing a distinct 
lads, of Christmas cheer, 
warned drivers to stagger 
their journeys by avoiding the 
late afternoon rush and to be 
prepared for hazards from 
snow drifts in the North to 
flooding on the South Coast 
which is expecting one of the 
highest tides of the year. 

Airports are preparing for 
one of the busiest days of the 
year with half a million people 
leaving in search of sun or 
snow. Those who stay at home 
may well find the snow conies 
to them. A belt which yester¬ 


day blanketed Wales and the 
Midlands, forcing dozens of 
schools to close early for the 
holidays, may return. 

Prospects of a white Christ¬ 
mas were said to be “finely 
balanced" as warm Atlantic 
air fought for control of the 
weather with a blast of icy 
wind from the Continent. 

Late shoppers will make it 
heavy going around out-of- 
town shopping centres 
throughout the weekend when 
for the first time there will be 
legal Sunday trading on the 
day before Christmas. 

“On the 30th anniversary of 
the 70mph speed limit most 
drivers will be reduced to a 
crawl." said a spokesman for 
the RAC. “One can only expect 
heavy congestion on most 
routes, but if you are travel¬ 
ling this evening please allow 
for delays, be patient and 


drive safely ” Hundreds of 
thousands of road cones were 
being cleared last night hy the 
Highways Agency to ease 
traffic All main maintenance 
works will be suspended over 
the holiday period. However, 
38 major sets of roadworks on 
motorways and trunk roads 
will remain coned off for 
safety reasons. 

The agency has a fleet of 300 
snowploughs and 20 snow 
blowers cm standby to keep the 
motorways dear if there are 
heavy falls. Up to 500.000 
tonnes of salt have been stock¬ 
piled at 100 sites around the 
motorway network. 

Yesterday's snow caused se¬ 
rious problem in Gloucester¬ 
shire where 14 lorries were 
stranded for up to two hours at 
the bottom of an icy hill on the 
A417 Cirencester road. A forcy 
driver stranded in a snowdrift 


on a country road near New¬ 
town, Powys, was rescued 
after more than seven hours in 
his cab. 

In Wiltshire a husband, his 
pregnant wife and their three 
children had to be rescued by 
firemen when he missed 
warning signs and drove into 
flood water after the river 
Avon broke its banks. 

In Shropshire a lorry driver 
was fighting for his life after a 
pile-up in a snowstorm on the 
M54 near Telford, which 
closed the eastbound carriage¬ 
way for more than seven 
hours. 

Scotland saw hs coldest 
temperatures of the winter 
with Edinburgh reaching -IOC 
and Aviemore in the High¬ 
lands -12C. 


Photograph and 
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Retiring Charlton grabs Major’s spotlight 


From Arthur Leatmley 
IN DUBLIN 

JOHN MAJOR’S plans tor a 
meet-the-people tour in Dub¬ 
lin were overshadowed last 
night by file arrival of Irish 
hero Jack Charlton, who an¬ 
nounced his retirement as die 
national ’ team’s manager 
yesterday. 

Mr Major had hoped to use 
his meeting with John 
Bruton, the Irish Prime Min¬ 
ister, as an opportunity to visit 
one of Dublin’s public bouses 
to underline the looser set 


urity arrangements which 
now exist However, the arriv¬ 
al of Big Jack immediatdy 
drew attention away from the 
prime ministerial event with 
television cameras and Christ¬ 
mas shoppers following Mr 
Chariton. 

As the two Prime Ministers 
considered the next stages of 
file Northern Ireland peace 
process, Dubliners poured 
into Baggol's Inn, the pub 
owned by Chariton and man¬ 
aged by ftis son John. On his 

arrival customers immediate¬ 
ly launched into a chant of 


“don’t go Jack". However, 
Charlton was unwilling to 
comment on the announce¬ 
ment by the Irish Football 
Association that he would 
retire as manager after ten 
years. He was worshipped by 
Ireland’s football tons for 
giving their team internation¬ 
al respectability and guiding 
them to two successive World 
Cup finals. 

When Chariton was given 
the freedom of of Dublin. Con 
Houlihan, the Irish journal¬ 
ist, wrote “He is already a 
freeman of every city, town. 


village and hamlet in the 
republic.” 

Mr Major’s aides said last 
night that the Prime Minister 
was unlikely to be making his 
planned visit to another hos¬ 
telry near Mr Chariton’s pub 
but said the reason was 
shortage of time rather than 
fear that the Prime Minister 
would be ignored in the 
shadow of his fellow 
Englishman. 

Dublin talks, page 2 
Longest party, page 32 
Resignation dedsion. page 36 



Chariton: national hero 
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Fisheries 
ministers 
digin 
for battle 
on quotas 

From Charles Bremner 

IN BRUSSELS 

TONY BALDRY, the Fisher¬ 
ies Minister, embarked last 
night with his European col¬ 
leagues on a marathon Brus¬ 
sels bargaining session to fix 
new catch quotas, with the 
outcome unlikely to placate 
either Britain's fishing indus¬ 
try or Conservative Euro 
sceptics, 

"It’s not foreigners that we 
have to fear here, it’s the 
simple fact that there are too 
many vessels chasing too few 
fish." said Mr Baldry after an 
initial session with Luis 
Atienza, the Spanish Agricul¬ 
ture Minister and current 
president of the fisheries coun¬ 
cil. He was sure, he said, that 
he could achieve a favourable 
deal for Britain. 

Spain, like Britain. France, 
Portugal and other fishing 
nations wants to extract the 
maximum possible for its 
fishermen from the annual 
session to fix the total catch 
allowed for each species in 
Europe's waters. Their start¬ 
ing point is a recommendation 
by the European Commission, 
which draws on scientific as¬ 
sessments of how much can be 
caught without endangering 
already depleted stocks. 

The Commission wants to 
cut the British mackerel quota 
from 200,000 tonnes to 
150.000 tonnes, English Chan¬ 
nel sole from over 500 tonnes 
to just over 300 tonnes, and 
North Sea plaice from just 
over 30.000 tonnes to just over 
20,000 tonnes. The national 
shares of the total catch are 
apportioned under an existing 
formula. 

Mr Baldry is seeking to 
increase the tonnages of fish 
assigned to the British fleet for 
sole, mackerel, plaice and 
hake, in order to soften the 
impact of a deal that trill 
inevitably amount to an over¬ 
all reduction. 

□ Supporters of Kenneth 
Clarke sprang to his defence 
yesterday amid renewed Con¬ 
servative feuding over Europe 
after the fishing rebellion. 
Tristan Gard-Iones, a former 
Minister for Europe, said the 
Chancellor's “arrogant” right- 
wing critics were threatening 
the party and accused them of 
disloyalty. 



Major insists Sinn Fein must 
share blame for IRA outrages 

AMMhi rtAFMi 


By Nicholas Wait 

IRELAND CORRESPONDENT 

JOHN MAJOR launched a 
stinging attack on Sinn Fein 
and the IRA yesterday, de¬ 
scribing claims that they were 
separate organisations as 
“laughable”. 

Speaking during a visit to 
Northern Ireland, the Prime 
Minister condemned IRA 
punishment beatings and 
came dose to blaming the 
terrorists for the “disgraceful” 
killing of three alleged drugs 
dealers in Belfast this month. 

He promised that the sec- 
, uriiy forces would try to 
discover whether the [RA was 
behind the shootings, and said 
that the killings underlined 
the importance of decommis¬ 
sioning terrorist arms. 

His comments came after 
Sinn Fein denied involvement 
in the killings and sought to 
distance itself from punish¬ 
ment beatings. 

Speaking on his first en¬ 
gagement of the day, in 
Ballymena, Co Antrim, Mr 
Major said he had suspidons 
about who was behind the 
killings, adding: “There are 
several things that are being 
said and done at the moment 
by Sinn Fein and the IRA that 
are frankly, bluntly, incorrect. 

“They are trying to main¬ 
tain a fiction that I think most 
people in Northern Ireland 
will find laughable, that Sinn 
Fein and the IRA are wholly 
separate organisations. We 
know that not to be true, the 
people of Northern Ireland 
know that not to be true.” 

The Prime Minister said 
that the people of Northern 
Ireland would not be fooled by 
Sinn Fein’s “soft soap” while 
republicans continued to cany 
out punishment beatings. “It 
is no longer acceptable behav¬ 
iour to deride themselves that 
they are the judge, the juiy 
and the determiner of the 
sentence for people who, if 
they have committed crimes, 
should be before the civil 
courts." 

The Prime Minister’s com¬ 
ments prompted a furious 
response from Gerry Adams, 
president of Sinn Fein. “Not 
only are we two separate 
entities but in the course of our 
dialogue with representatives 
of Mr Major's Government 



John Major meeting Christmas shoppers during his visit to Ballymena yesterday. Crowds cheered when he arrived 


they have acknowledged that 
Sinn Fein and the IRA are not 
the same,” he said. 

Mr Adams said that people 
wished they were celebrating 
a peace settlement this Christ¬ 
mas. “Unfortunately we are 
not, and the responsibility for 
that lies with Mr John Major. 
How do we get peace? 
Through talking. Who is 
blocking talks? Mr Major. No 
one else.” 

Mr Major received a warm 
reception during his visit to 
the Province, his third this 
year. A Protestant crowd in 


Ballymena cheered him as he 
arrived at the town hall, where 
children from both sides of the 
community sang carols. 

He was welcomed, too, at 
the predominantly nationalist 
town of Downpatrick, Co 
Down. Mr Major spent about 
30 minutes shaking hands 
with shoppers before having 
coffee ana doughnuts.in a cafe 
with Sir Patrick Mayhew, the 
Northern Ireland Secretary, 
and Eddie McGrady. the local 
Sodal Democratic and Lab¬ 
our Party MP. 

Afterwards Mr Major said 



he was delighted by the recep¬ 
tion he had received through¬ 
out the Province. “We have 
made huge progress towards 
turning a ceasefire into a 
permanent peace. The thing I 
would most wish to see next 
year is further progress down 
that route. I think it is pos¬ 
sible. It is an opportunity that 
we may not have for many 
years and it may not readily 
reappear." 

Mr McGrady said the visit 
had illustrated the benefits of 
peace. “We can all mill about, 
shake hands, walk about — 


Ministers’ 
hospital 
blunders 
‘cost £37m’ 

By Nigel Wiluamson 

MINISTERS took unaccept¬ 
able risks in committing £37 
million of public money to a 
showpiece private hospital 
that went bankrupt within 
months of opening. MPs said 
yesterday. 

The all-party Public Ac¬ 
counts Committee said that 
the Scottish Office’s evaluation 
of the hospital built by Health 
Care International near Glas¬ 
gow had been “insufficiently 
thorough". 

Forecasts of 5.000 patients a 
year were “wildly optimistic” 
and two government apprais¬ 
als of the scheme foiled to 
address the hospital's market 
prospects. “We consider that 
the department placed too 
much reliance on assessments 
carried out by others." the 
committee says. 

Five months after the hospi¬ 
tal opened in June 1994, fewer 
than 50 beds were in use. The 
hospital went into receivership 
in November last year but was 
subsequently taken over by a 
company owned by Abu 
Dhabi. 

The hospital cost £1SI mil¬ 
lion. of which £37 million was 
provided in direct and indirect 
public funding. The Govern¬ 
ment admits a direct loss to 
the taxpayer of £8.4 million. 

A Scottish Office spokes¬ 
man said last night: “The 
report makes a number of 
recommendations. The Gov¬ 
ernment will consider these 
and respond to them ” 


things we could not have 
done 18 months ago.” Mr 
Major later flew to Dublin for 
talks on the peace process with 
John Bruton, his Irish 
counterpart. 

□ Two Scots Guards lost their 
appeal yesterday against con¬ 
viction and life sentences for 
murdering a Belfast teenager 
three years ago. James Fisher. 
27. and Mark Wright. 22. said 
they had opened fire because 
they believed that IB-year-old 
Peter McBride was carrying a 
bomb and their lives were in 
danger. 








Carling: denied claims 

Libel win 
for Julia 
Carling 

JULIA CARLING accepted a 
public apology and “substan¬ 
tial" libel damages yesterday 
over allegations in ihe Daily 
Mail that she cynically cashed 
in on the publicity generated 
by her separation from her 
husband Will, the England 
rugby captain. 

A High Cburt judge heard 
that the first of two articles 
published in October accused 
Mrs Carling, presenter of 
Capital Woman on Carlton 
TV. of being prepared to 
employ the publicity agent 
Max Clifford in a bid to 
further her own career and 
hurt her husband. Her solici¬ 
tor, Refer Crawford, said the 
“offensive and distressing" al¬ 
legation was wholly untrue. 

The second article, pub¬ 
lished the following day, com¬ 
pounded the damage by 
accusing her of manipulating 
the media and revelling in the 
publicity. 


Passenger jets were 

200ft from colliding 

selected 6,000ft 1 of aOO^oa 

instrument panel T!»e nustake^in November ™ 

spotted by the captain of the German w 

A32DAiibtts descended belowthe rttpmredbn^Md was 

aizaoston top of a crowded British Midland BoerngW?- 
Investigators put the incident in its most serious caiegwy A 

serious occurrence and its 
errors made by aircrew,” t^sayin ® 


busy and congested air traffic environment of the terminal 
manoeuvring area airspace.” 

Guppy freedom bid fails 

Darius Guppy* jailed for insurance fraud, failed to win his 

freedom mSe High Court yesterdap^uppy. wtoohas 

served five years for staging a bogus jewellery robbery in 

New York and then claiming insurant 

asked the judges to set aside a £227,000 compensation 

order for which he is serving three years for 

The court which was told that Guppy had declared himself 

bankrupt after idling the Court of Appeal that he had 

control of £227,000, dismissed his application. 

Deportation deferred 

The Home Office has backed down over plans to deport 
Abiodun Igbinidu, a Nigerian pro-democracy activist 
whose case provoked allegations of dirty tricks y 
Conservative Central Office involving confidential details 
of his case. The Home Office confirmed that deportation 
had been deferred pending fresh submissions. Mr 
Igbimdu, 25. who arrived in Britain last June on false 
papers claiming to be a student, will remain in at a 
detention centre in Oxfordshire. 

Legacy of faith 

Dr Joseph Needham, the late master of GonviQe and Cains 
College, Cambridge, who died this year aged 94, has left 
£3,000 for his sermons to be published. As well as being a 
leading scientist Sinologist and historian, Dr Needham 
was a Church of England lay reader who preached 
frequently In the college chapd and at Thaxted parish 
church, -Essex. The Rev Richard Rowe; vicar of Thaxted, 
said: “He was one of life's great polymaths. He had the 
most incredible and intense theological mind.” 

Divorce reform attacked 

Baroness Young, a former leader of the House of Lords, is 
to lead opposition to a shake-up in the divorce laws. The 
move is certain to reopen the controversy over divorce law 
reform in the wake of the Queen's letters to the Prince and 
Princess of Wales urging them to end their marriage. Lady 
Young is unhappy about the introduction of no-fauU 
divorces on demand after a year and has attracted aD-paxty 
support for a raft of amendments scheduled for debate at 
committee stage in the New:-Year. . . 

■' j 

Conman agrees to leave 

Angelo Malaimmo, 46, a conman who posed as a Sicilian I 
bishop, seduced two nuns and fathered children by them, 
agreed yesterday to be extradited to Austria to face I 
allegations of deception and theft. He signed a document at 
Bow Street Magistrates' Court, central Loudon, waiving 
his right to contest extradition. Malannino posed as a 
priest who had been ordained fay the Pope. In a trail of debt 
and deception from Europe to York, he also duped people 
into believing he was a brain surgeon and heir to a fortune. 

Scratchcard age ruling 

CamdoL the organiser of the National Lottery, has asked 
the High Court to decide if a woman who sent her son to 
buy her a scratch card should be allowed to keep the £10,000 
prize. Prudence Beech daimed the prize on the ticket 
bought from a newsagent in Scholar Green. Cheshire, by 
her son Clayton, who at 15 is a year under the legal age to 
buy a card. She has collected the £10,000 hot Camelot, 
which has offered to pay her legal costs, has asked her not 
to spend it until the case is settled. 

Killer ‘mentally ill’ 

The brother of the pop star Boy George was committed at 
St Albans Crown Court yesterday to a secure mental 
hospital for an indefinite period for the manslaughter of 
his wife. Gerald O'Dowd, 32, had admitted stabbing his 
wife Gillian through the heart at their home in Tring, 
Hertfordshire, in September. The court beard evidence 
from three psychiatrists that O'Dowd had been suffering 
from a severe, “even terrifying" mental Illness, possibly for 
six years. 

Church widens net 

Confessions are being heard by the Church of England 
over the information superhighway as part of a move to 
wrest the Internet from fringe religious cults. The diocese 
of Ely has setup the link to priests based at a centre in Cam¬ 
bridgeshire. Anglicans are also being offered daily Inter¬ 
net services and a Saint of the Day. The Rev Tom Ambrose. 

spokesman for the diocese, said: “You can get in touch with 
afl sorts of oddball religions via the Internet... we are 
ottering sensible answers to sensible questions.” 

Lawyer cleared of attack 

A criminal lawyer was yesterday cleared of indecently 
assaulting a teenage student outside a nightclub. Richard 
Levene. 38, was alleged to have “lunged" at the 19-year-old 
on July I as she left the dub with a friend before groping 
her. He was said to have been so drunk that he ran off into . 

? ass ^ s - **** kwyer with 
the Crown Prosecution Service, was found not gufltv of 
mdectmt assault at Bristol Crown Court. He bad Slid that 
he had been too drunk to remember much of the night 


Prince says ‘I will not marry again’ 
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Continued from page l 
is held in very great esteem 
and it would be good to see her 
being able to perform some 
useful role for the country” 
Paddy Ashdown, the Lib¬ 
eral Democrat leader, said: 
“The end of any marriage is a 
very sad event. But it is now 
plain to all that this marriage 
has ended. It is in the interests 
of both parties, their children 
and the public duties that they 
must perform, that the situa¬ 
tion is clarified by formalising 
the separation with a divorce 


as soon as this can practically 
be arranged." 

James Hill, chairman of the 
Tory constitutional commit¬ 
tee. said: “It is obvious that 
neither of them wants to get 
back together. An amicable 
divorce should be done as 
soon as possible." 

Sir David Steel, the Liberal 
Democrat MP, said: “We feel 
great sympathy for the couple, 
as we do for any couple going 
through this process, and l 
think they should be left to get 
on with it." He called for the 


monarchy to be cut in size but 
said he would rather see a 
constitutional monarchy than 
a. presidency. “There is great 
public sympathy for the 
couple. They have had to live 
out so. much of their private 
anguish in public,” he told 
Radio 4’s The World At One. 

One of the more surprising 
suggestions was a proposal 
from Dame Jiil Knight. Tory 
MP for Edgbaston, that.the 
Princess Royal might act as 
consort Dame Jill said: “I 
would very much like to see 


Prince Charles come tt 
Throne with his sister, 
cess A/uie, as his consort 
Michael Heseltine, the 
uty Prime Minister,' sai 
think it had become inevii 
The Prime Minister tolt 
Queen he agreed with 
judgment” 

□ After a divorce, the Pri 
of Wales would almost 
tainly retain that title bui 
unclear whether she » 
keep the prefix Her i 
Highness, said Charles l 
editor of Debrett’s Pfeerag 
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The Royal divorce: cost of settlement well beyond resources of the Duchy of Cornwall 


Queen may have 
to fund divorce 
pay-off that will 
run into millions 


THE Queen may have to dig 
deep into her private resources 
to pay off the Princess of Wales 
if she demands a lump sum as 
a divorce settlement 

Even the substantial income 
drawn by the Prince of Wales 
From the Duchy of Cornwall 
estates would not be enough in 
any one year to fund a 
settlement — likely to run into 
millions — to keep the Princess 
in the manner to which she 
has become accustomed. 

Last year the Prince re¬ 
ceived £45 million before lax 
from the Duchy. His income 
funds the salaries and offices 
of staff employed by both the 
Prince and Princess and pays 
all the other expenses of their 
public lives. The balance is the 
Prince’s personal income and. 
since 1993, he has voluntarily 
paid tax on it at the normal 
rates. Neither the Prince nor 
the Princess directly draws 
any taxpayers' money through 
the Civil List, although the 
Princess’s home at Kensington 
Palace is publicly funded 
through annual grant-in-aid 
from the Department of Nat¬ 
ional Heritage. 

The Prince would not be 
allowed to sell off any of the 
duchy's. 125,000 acres to fi¬ 
nance a divorce. As Duke of 
Cornwall he runs the estates 
in effect as a trustee, entitled to 
their income but not their 
capital, which must be kept 
intact to provide an income for 
present and future dukes. He 
would therefore almost cer¬ 
tainly have to look to his 
mother for help: the Queen 
provided a substantial part of 
the divorce settlements in the 
cases of bath Princess Marga¬ 
ret and the Princess RqyaL 
Where the divqrced_Princess 
would live is a matter deter¬ 
mined by security consider¬ 
ations as much as anything. 
Her strongest bargaining 


By Aian Hamilton 

counter is that she remains the 
mother of a future Jang, and as 
such is entitled to some degree 
of protection. Lawyers for both 
sides will discuss whether she 
can keep her present apart¬ 
ment at Kensington Palace, 
where she can live and enter¬ 
tain her children in safety. 
Recently, the Princess has 
caused a certain amount of 
alarm by occasionally turning 
up at public and private 
functions without her usual 
minders from the Metropoli¬ 
tan Police royalty and diplo¬ 
matic protection group. 

Whether she retains an of¬ 
fice and staff will depend on 
what sort of public role is 
eventually designed for her. At 
presenr she has one private 
secretary. Patrick Jephson. 
who is paid by ihe Duchy of 




The Queen: Prince may 
. turn to her for help 


Cornwall. A future office 
would undoubtedly be moved 
from its present suite of rooms 
at St James's Palace, well 
away from “the enemy” — the 
Prince of Wales’s staff — who 
share the building. fttrt of a 
divorce settlement may well be 
that the duchy continues to 
provide her with logistical 
support for a public life. The 
Duchess of York, on foe other 
hand, now relies entirely on 
outsiders (o help to run her 
admittedly modest diary of 
charity engagements. 

The Princess’s prerise future 
role remains one of ihe major 
difficulties, determined as she 
is to maintain a high public 
profile and to have, if possible, 
government backing for it. 
Her wish, expressed in her 
Panorama interview, to be an 
“ambassador for Britain” has 
led to a great deal of ill- 
directed speculation that she 
might wish for, or be given, 
some kind of diplomatic 
function. 

The suggestion is preposter¬ 
ous. Diplomacy is an art to be 
learnt and is the province of 
professionals. The Princess 
has on the odd occasion tried 
her hand at it but without 
noticeable success. On a visit 
to Nepal to see how British aid 
money was being spent, she 
merely diverted attention from 
foe professional who accom¬ 
panied her. Baroness Chalker 
of Wallasey, the minister re¬ 
sponsible for foe aid 
programme. 

More recently, foe Princess 
found herself in Argentina, 
supposedly as the guest of a 
local medical charity, to look 
at seven hospitals and clinics 
in three days, but in truth a 
guest of the Argentine Govern¬ 
ment and President Carlos 
Menem, who frequently at¬ 
tempts to bolster his populari¬ 
ty with the electorate by being 



TIM GRAHAM 


The Princess of Wales, dancing with the Prince in Australia in 1985. is now looking for a role of her own 


seen and photographed with 
classy, famous women. 

The finer points of the 
eventual sovereignty of foe 
Falkland Islands are waters 
far too deep for the Princess to 
tread. British diplomats in 
Buenos Aires breathed a sigh 
of relief ar her departure: they 
judged the visit a success, but 
only because nothing had 
gone terribly wrong. 

The Princess has had sev¬ 
eral meetings with John Ma¬ 
jor, most recently on 


Wednesday, to discuss what 
her future role might be. The 
Prime Minister is known to be 
sympathetic to her wish for a 
visible and definable job, but 
knows that she cannot act in 
any way as a British govern¬ 
ment representative. Even in a 
less formal ambassadorial 
role, a divorced princess 
would be a devalued currency. 
No longer foe wife of the heir 
to foe throne and foe next 
queen consort her only claim 
to fame would be fame itself. 


Her role model must be foe 
Princess Royal, the Stakha- 
novite of the Royal Family 
with more than 400 public 
engagements to her credit last 
year. She has earned immense 
respect from the public and 
from professionals in foe field 
for her high-profile and tire¬ 
lessly active presidency of the 
Save The Children Fund, an 
active good cause with few 
political ties. 

Work, foe Princess Royal 
has discovered, is the saviour 


of many things. The Princess 
of Wales at one stage looked 
like assuming a similar role 
with the Red Cross, but little 
has so far come of it She will 
find that, if she wishes to be 
appointed io a labour of love, 
she will be unable to take the 
labour lightly. 

Prince’s pledge, page 1 
Divorce taboo, page 13 
William Rees-Mogg 
and John Grigg, page M 
Leading artide, page 15 


Church 
gives its 
blessing 
to Prince 

By Ruth Gledhill 

RELIGION CORRESPONDENT 


CHURCH leaders last night 
welcomed the Prince of 
Wales's statement that he did 
not intend to remarry and 
emphasised that there would 
be no constitutional problems 
over a divorce. 

The Right Rev Nigel 
McCulloch. Bishop of Wake¬ 
field and chairman of the 
Church of England commun¬ 
ications committee, said: 
“When there is so much 
speculation about constitu¬ 
tional issues, it is very impor¬ 
tant to recognise that we are 
dealing with a family, a hus¬ 
band and wife who are a mum 
and dad with two boys. 

“We must remember that 
divorce is always a painful 
procedure, however amicable 
it might be. It is often the 
children who are most hurt by 
it” Speculation about a future 
remarriage by the Prince had 
been ended by his statement. 
“If foe Prince of Wales does 
become divorced, that is no 
bar to his being supreme 

f ovemor of foe Church of 
ngJand.” 

The Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury. Dr George Carey, who 
agreed with foe derision to 
send foe letters, did not wish to 
comment yesterday. 

The Ven George Austin. 
Archdeacon of York and a 
leading church conservative, 
said: “The Church doesn’t like 
divorce. It recognises the pain 
divorce causes. But it’s remar¬ 
riage that's the problem.” 

Archdeacon Austin said that 
the sooner the couple divorced 
foe better. “For the monarchy 
it could be a fresh start. It was 
quite clear that, as far as the 
Queen was concerned, enough 
was enough. It was a very bold 
step for foe Queen to come in 
like this and bang their heads 
together and say, ’Let’s sort 
this out’." 

He said tliat foe Princess of 
Wales risked losing public 
support if she stood in the way 
of divorce. “If she's obstinate, 
she damages her own pos¬ 
ition. It's not a good move for 
her if she starts objecting and 
whingeing about the 
settlement.” 


Parker Bowles family circle remains tight-lipped 

Discreet lady in waiting keeps 
herself busy moving house 








By Emma Wilkins 

CAMILLA Parker Bowles is 
one of a dwindling band of 
Ihe Prince of Wales’s drde to 
retain a dignified silence 
throughout the turmoil of his 
disintegrating marriage. 

In spite of her long-stand¬ 
ing affair with the Prince; 
Mrs Parker Bowles has never 
suggested that she would one 
day hope to become his 
Queen. It was only with the 
greatest sadness that she 
agreed to a divorce from her 
husband, Andrew, with 
whom she has two children, 
Tom, 21, and Laura, 17. 

Mrs Parker Bowles's family 
was continuing the policy of 
discretion yesterday, follow¬ 
ing the Prince’s announce¬ 
ment that he had no intention 
of re-marrying. Simon Elliot, 
her brother-inTaw, said: 
“There's never been, from 
any side of the immediate 
family, any statements over 
anything. We wiD continue to 
hold that view. We’ve strongly 
wanted to maintain our own 
privacy, as has my sister-in- 
law." 

Mrs Parker Bowles, who is 
staying with friends before 
moving into her new home 
near Laoock. Wiltshire, began 
her 25-year relationship with 

the Prince when they met al a 
polo ma/rh at. Windsor in 
1970. There was speculation at 
the time that they might 
marry, tat three years later 
she became engaged to An¬ 
drew Parker Bowles. an army 
officer, while the Prince was 
serving with the Royal Navy 
at sea. 

The pair’s most recent pub¬ 
lic appearance together— at a 
society party at the Ritz hold, 
Piccadilly, in October — was 
interpreted as a signal of die 
Prince's intention to continue 
his affair, in spite of adverse 
public opinion. 

Mis Parker Bowles. 4& has 
proved a loyal member of the 
Royal Family’s curie of 
friends — enjoying privileged 
access to the royal box at 
Ascot and other society func¬ 
tions. Her wedding was at¬ 
tended.tty Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother, and the 
then Princess Anne—friends 

i l 


of the Parker Bowles family. 
Her late mother. Rosalind 
Shand. was a cousin of Lord 
Ashcombe, head of the Cubitt 
dynasty which made a great 
fortune by building London’s 
Belgravia. 

The couple’s first conversa¬ 
tion is said to have begun 
when the then Camilla Shand 
reminded the Prince that her 
great-grandmother, Alice 
KeppeL was the mistress of 
Edward VU — foe Prince’s 
great-great grandfather. "So 
how about it... T she is said 
to have remarked. 

The Prince’s interview with 
Jonathan Dimbleby. in which 


he admitted to an affair with 
Mrs Parker Bowles before 
and during his marriage, 
came as a shock to his 
estranged wife. She was later 
to return the favour by admit¬ 
ting to an affair with James 
Hewitt, a former army officer, 
in last month's BBC Panora¬ 
ma interview. 

The Princess also took the 
opportunity to disclose on 
television that she was aware 
of her husband’s infidelity 
with Mrs Parker Bowles. 
“There were three of us in this 
marriage, so it was a bit 
crowded." she said. 

It was Mrs Parker Bowles 



Camilla Parker Bowles, whose unswerving loyalty to 
the Royal Famil y has been rewarded with privileges 


who suggested Lady Diana 
Spencer as a suitable bride for 
foe Prince in 1980. It has also 
been suggested that Ruth. 
Lady Fcrmoy, Diana’s grand¬ 
mother and a lady-in-waiting 
to Queen Elizabeth foe Queen 
Mother, put her name 
forward. 

When the Prince proposed 
to Lady Diana Spencer in 
March 1981. he chose the 
garden at Bolehide Manor — 
then the Parker Bowles’s 
home in Wiltshire — as the 
perfect setting to ask for her 
hand in marriage. 

The first suggestions of an 
affair between foe Prince and 
Mrs Parker Bowles came 
long before the royal couple 
chose to broadcast their own 
versions of foe relationship. 
The publication of the inti¬ 
mate and scatological 
“CamUIagate" tape in 1992 
seemed to leave little doubt 
that the relationship was in¬ 
tense. 

After the publication of 
Andrew Morton’s book Di¬ 
ana : Her True Story, Briga¬ 
dier Parker Bowles made a 
rare comment denying that 
his wife was the “other 
woman" in the Prince’s life. 
“It’s fiction, fiction." he said 
bitterly. 

The Queen's reaction to foe 
revelations in the Morton 
book was to show her public 
support far Mrs Parker 
Bowles by taking tea with her 
at a Windsor polo match just 
months after the book's 
publication. 

Just a month after the 
official separation of the 
Prince and Princess of Wales 
was announced in December 
1992. Mrs Parker Bowles was 
separated from her husband 
— remaining at the marital 
home at Corsham. Wiltshire. 

After foe announcement of 
her divorce in January this 
year. Mrs Parker Bowles has 
attempted to avoid foe 
limelight. 

While the Prince and his 
estranged wife have been 
bitty fighting their public 
battles. Mrs Parker Bowles 
has been more occupied with 
moving to her new home — a 
17-acre estate on the banks of 
the Avon. 
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Body of experts finds fault with human 



By Jeremy Iaubance 

HEALTH CORRESPONDENT 

THE human body is riddled 
with design errors which re¬ 
main unconnected despite sev¬ 
eral millennia of evolution. 
Experts and celebrities writ¬ 
ing in the British Medical 
Journal say refinements 
ranging horn detachable 
body parts to an annual 
mating season should be con¬ 
sidered by the Almighty in 
designing the Mark II 
version. 

James Diife, a professor of 
obstetrics, suggests seasonal 
breeding with a mating sea¬ 
son around the winter solstice 
and a breeding season in the 
autumn, to avoid dashing 
with rugby internationals. 
“The fundamental design 
flaw Is that the female ovu¬ 
lates every lunar month for 37 
years. This is totaJy unneces¬ 
sary. With low infant mortal¬ 
ity only two offspring per pair 
are required for replacement-" 

An annual mating season 
would release humans from 
their morbid, year-round in¬ 
terest in sex. Professor Drife 
says. “If male aggression were 
confined to a short rutting 
season the benefits would be 

incalculable.” 

Dr Kenneth Caiman, the 
Government’s diminutive, 
follically-chailenged Chief 
Medical Officer, lapses into 
verse to beg for a Lilliputian 
world whose inhabitants are 
- biased with everlasting hair 
and extra common sense. “I’d 
arrange it so the tongue was 




Arthur Smith detachable liinbs.Jo Brand favours the fuller figaro and Dr Kermeth Caiman simply wane an end to hair loss 


well connected to die brain: 
And sensitivity occurred be¬ 
fore the words were set in 
train." 

Arthur Smith, the writer 
and stand-uo comic, suggests 


detachable male genitals 
which could be kept at home 
in a drawer when not needed, 
"so there is nothing banging 
about irritatingly between the 
Ims when nl avion football". 


Detachable limbs would 
make cuddling in bed easier. 
They would also simplify 
shopping for dotfaes. "You 
could send your legs off with a 

kmr itruie fmn_ 


sers for you while you sit on 
your torso at home and watch 
the telly." The innovation 
could lead to a more egalitari¬ 
an world:“If I have your head 


may lead to the death of the 
individual ego.” 

Jo Brand, the ample come¬ 
dienne. rails for the average 
female statistics to be re¬ 






making roe the Kate MasoF 
Jurassic Pari C. She sagged* 
speeding up the agein g p ro- 
c£s-so that people are farad 
to pack as much info a short 

lifeas possible rather tfaap 
constantly looking to fee 

fimrre to fulfil then-dr^mis. 

Other suggest^ adjust¬ 
ments include, lootog.^ 
head and bratn inside fee 
chest, where it would be better 

able stalks to give a panoram¬ 
ic Wew-and a lar^arta for 

the cosmetics industry to 
paint-and teeth that renew 
themselves throughout lift 

gexual availability could be 
indicated via an area onthe 
right shoulder. Green would 
signal a willingness to partto- 
pate. amber an imminent 
headache and red lhatno 
advances be tendered. “The 
shoulder location would en¬ 
able people rang P"™* 
transport to identify a suitable 
partner for the evening and 
would bring hack chivalry as 
men would offer seats to 
women." 

For women, an expanding 
hip girdle would allow pain¬ 
less childbirth as would a 
reduction in human size, 
which would make fewer 
demands on the planet’s re¬ 
sources. However, no author 
suggests the most obvious 
improvement to the female 
anatomy: an adjustment that 
would allow women to pee 
while standing up. 

Leading article, page 15 
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Stroke risk rises 
tenfold with high 
blood pressure 

By Jeremy Iaurance, health correspondent 


MIDDLE-AGED people with 
raised blood pressure are at 
ten times higher risk of suffer¬ 
ing a stroke, researchers have 
found. 

In the largest study conduct¬ 
ed of the link between blood 
pressure and stroke, scientists 
have discovered the unexpect¬ 
edly high risk among those in 
their 40s and 50s. The interna¬ 
tional collaboration involved 
45 research groups in Europe. 
Asia and America and ana¬ 
lysed information on 450,000 
people whose blood pressure 
had been measured for re¬ 
search. During the following 
20 years, 13.000 of them 
suffered strokes. 

The results, analysed by 
Oxford and Cambridge scien¬ 
tists and reported in The Lan¬ 
cet. confirm that older people 
with high blood pressure are 
at greater risk of a stroke. 
However, the increased risk in 
younger people was much 
more extreme than expected. 

Dr Nawab Qiriibash, clini¬ 
cal lecturer at the IJniversity of 
Oxford and one of the 
organisers of the study, said: 
“This shows that blood pres¬ 
sure isn’t just a problem for 
old people. If people get their 
blood pressure measured at 
least once or twice before they 
reach middle age, then effect¬ 


ive treatment of the few who 
have really high blood pres¬ 
sure can halve their stroke 
risks” 

Professor Richard Peio. 
another organiser from the 
University of Oxford, said the 
findings showed the impor¬ 
tance of treating raised blood 
pressure in people who had 
already had a minor stroke in 
early middle age. 

"If you have had a minor 
stroke in your 40s or 50s you 
have a 30 per cent chance of a 
fairly disastrous second stroke 
over the next ten years. It’s 
a serious risk. We must be 
able to knock at least a third 
off that increased risk by 
measuring blood pressure in 
those affected and treating it if 
it is high." 

Professor Peto said drugs to 
treat high blood pressure were 
cheaper than aspirin. "The key 
message is that even if blood 
pressure is only moderately 
raised you get a substantial 
benefit from treating it in 
people at high risk of a stroke 
— those who have already had 
one." 

Because strokes are rare in 
younger age groups, the abso¬ 
lute risk is still low at two per 
thousand people in the under 
45s compared with eight per 
thousand in the over 65s. 


Early treatment 
puts mind at rest 




FOR YOUR NEAREST 
MULTIMEDIA CENTRE 

AVAILABLE IN LARGER STORES 


SEE THE COMET PRICE INDEX DAILY ON 

Teletext Ch.4 P.425 


r 





Medical briefing 

eh_ _ 





BRITISH doctors were slow 
to appreciate the need to treat 
high blood pressure in their 
patients, and even now it is 
not uncommon to see people 
who have been reassured with 
a pat on the bade despite 
being hypertensive, when 
what they really need is beta 
blockers, if not ACE 
inhibitors. 

Research has shown that 
the early treatment of High 
blood pressure has had a 
dramatic effect on die death 
rale from strokes and reduced 
fee incidence of coronary 
heart disease. Now feat ACE 
inhibitors have become firmly 
established in fee armoury of 
hypotensive agents available 
to treat high Mood pressure, it 
has had an effect on the death 

rate from hypertensive heart 
failure. 

Hitherto, treatment for 
high blood pressure has been 
prescribed with the principal 
objective of keeping fee 
patient alive, active and out of 
a hospital bed: its affect on 
their conversational ability 
and memory has been 
neglected. 

The Journal of the Ameri¬ 
can Medical Association has 

reported on a survey of 3,735 
mot first studied in the 1960s 
when middle-aged and whose 


medical career has been fol¬ 
lowed ever since. The doctors 
compared their blood pres¬ 
sure 30 years ago to their 
memory, abstract reasoning 
and ability to make sound 
judgments now they are. on 
average, aged 78. 

Those who in middle age 
foul raised blood pressure but 
woe able to take it in- their 
stride did not do so well in 
retirement The higher fee 
blood pressure in middle age, 
fee worse the patient’s memo* 
ry in old age. Those who had 
a systolic Mood pressure over 
160, the upper of the two 
readings always quoted by 
fee doctor, were 2h times 
more likely to have a poor 
memory than those whose 
systolic blood pressure bad 
been under 110. 

This research emphasises 
feat early treatment of blood 
pressure may not only save 
fives, but may also save 
intellects. 

The authors of fee report 
say feat although their work 
was carried out on men, there 
is every reason to assume feat 
the same findings would - , 
apply to women. 

Dr Thomas 
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Surgeon cleared 
over abortion 
during operation 


A CONSULTANT surgeon 
who removed a woman's 
womb despite discovering that 
she was pregnant was cleared 
yesterday of illegally procur¬ 
ing an abortion. 

Reginald Dixnn, a fellow of 
the Royal College of Obstetri¬ 
cians and Gynaecologists, 
admitted during his trial that 
he was wrong to continue the 
operation without the consent 
of his patient. Barbara 
Whiten.. 

t Mrs Whiten, 38, a part-time 
: lecturer, was told of Iter preg- 
5 nancy by Mr Dixon the morn¬ 
ing after he performed the 
hysterectomy at King's Mill 
Hospital. Sunon in Ashfield. 
Nottinghamshire, in March 
1993. 

She had told the jury: "He 
got to the bottom of the bed. 
looked over his shoulder and 
said By the way. the womb 
was rather swollen and I 
suspected there was a preg¬ 
nancy. but I carried on 
because that was whai you 
would have wanted'. 

"1 didn't believe what l was 
hearing. Then he just walked 
away. I was absolutely 
shocked, horrified. If he had 
come round die curtain and 
hit me with a sledgehammer I 
would have been less shocked. 

“It is an awful feeling to 
know our baby is still at the 
hospital and we cannot put 
him to rest. We would have 
been celebrating his birthday 
this month." 

After the verdict ar Notting¬ 
ham Crown Court, Mrs Whit¬ 
en. of Kirkby in Ashfield, 
broke down in tears in die 
public gallery. She was helped 
from the court by her husband 
Michael and his two sons, 
aged 0 and 14. She has said 
t that she will pursue" a dvil 
■; -Action against d* hospital 
i Mr Dixon. 59. said after die 
perdict: “It is a great relief to 
see the end of nearly three 
years of severe stress for me. 


By Emma Wilkins 

my family and, of course, poor 
Mrs Whiten. 1 have continued 
working up until the case and 
am now going ro haw a few 
days off." Asked if he would 
return to the gynaecology and 
obstetrics department at the 
hospital where he has worked 
for IByears. Mr Dixon replied: 
“1 think so. yes." 

The Royal College of Obste- 
tridans and Gynaecologists 
said yesterday that its mem¬ 
bers should consider waking a 
patient from an operation' if 
something unexprcted were 
discovered, especially a 
pregnancy. 

Mrs Whiten had been suf¬ 
fering from endometriosis, a 
disease of the womb lining, 
which she believed had left her 
infertile. She had a history of 


?v«y ./'*•••• 


IfefesS 


Dixon: hopes to return 
to gynaecology work 

depression and had twice at¬ 
tempted suidde. 

Although she told nurses 
that she had not had a period 
for three months, no tests were 
done to see if she was preg¬ 
nant before she was wheeled 
into theatre. She was 11 weeks 
pregnant with a son. 

Mr Dixon's defence was 
based on the 1967 Abortion 
Act, which allows surgeons to 


abort a foetus if they believe 
the continuation of the preg¬ 
nancy could cause grave or 
permanent mental injury to 
the patient. 

Mr Dixon, of Mansfield. 
Nottinghamshire, delayed the 
operation by 30 mintues while 
a nurse tried but failed to 
contact Mr Whiten. He con¬ 
tinued because of Mrs Whit¬ 
en’s age, her mental history 
and die possibility that the 
foetus might have been dam¬ 
aged by male hormones she 
had been taking. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Abortion Law Reform Associ¬ 
ation said: “This verdict is 
outrageous. It highlights the 
absurdity of a law which gives 
women no control over their 
own bodies, but allows doctors 
to take decisions on their 
behalf." 

Mary Newburn of the Nat¬ 
ional Childbirth Trust called 
the verdict scandalous. She 
said: “Barbara Whiten had 
not given consent to having a 
termination of pregnancy. 
How. therefore, could it possi¬ 
bly be lawful for sudi an 
operation to be performed?" 

Under British Medical As¬ 
sociation guidelines, doctors 
are advised that apart from 
emergent provisions under 
law, or if a condition is life- 
threatening or an operation 
has progressed too far. the 
patient should be brought 
round when an unknown 
condition comes to light dur- . 
mg surgery to make a derision 
themselves. The BMA has 
indicated that its guidelines 
were breached on at least one 
occasion in the case. 

Two other women are tak¬ 
ing legal action against the 
hospital, daiming that they 
had unwanted abortions dur¬ 
ing routine surgery. The hos¬ 
pital is contesting both cases. 

All female patients at King's 
Mill are now offered pregnan¬ 
cy tests before operations. 



Fossil hunter’s 
dog digs up 4ft 
dinosaur bone 


By A Staff Reporter 


AN ARM bone from a 
dinosaur that lived 118 mil¬ 
lion years ago has been dug 
up by a dog on an Isle of 
Wight beach. 

The 4ft fossil is from an 
iguanodon which is tbougbt 
to have been about 35ft long 
— one of the largest speci¬ 
mens from which remains 
have been found in Britain. 

Jake, a year-old Stafford¬ 
shire bull terrier, was out 
with his master John Winch. 
27. on a fossil-hunting trip 
on a beach on the island's 
southwest coast when the 
dog began scrabbling in the 
sand. "His activity drew my 
attention to it" said Mr 
Winch. “When we finally 


dug it out and laid it on the 
beach, 1 thought it was 
something special — even if 
it did look like a giant dog 
bone." 

Mr Winch, of WroxaJl, 
said: “I have consulted the 
local geology museum, and 
we reckon the fossilised hu¬ 
merus was from an iguan- 
odon, one of the largest 
known. We now hope to find 
the remainder of the 
skeleton." 

The plant-eating iguan¬ 
odon roamed savannahs 
and marshy deltas in herds, 
feeding on horsetails and 
ferns. Adult iguanodon nor¬ 
mally grew to about 25ft and 
weighed up to four tons. 
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John Winch and his terrier Jake with the arm bone from an iguanodon. a four-ton dinosaur that ate plants and travelled in herds 


Tabloids to contest 
contempt ruling 


Teenager given six years for 
attack on DPP’s husband 


By Alexandra Frean 

FIVE tabloid newspapers yesi- 
erday pledged to contest a con¬ 
tempt action brought against 
them by the Attorney General. 
Sir Nicholas Lyell. over cover¬ 
age of Geoffrey Knights, the 
boyfriend of the EastEnders 
actress Gillian Taylforth. 

Sir Nicholas yesterday won 
leave in the High Court to 
bring contempt of court pro¬ 
ceedings against the Daily 
Mail. Daily Mirror, Daily 
Star. The Sun and the now 
defunct Today, for allegedly 
prejudicial coverage of Mr 
Knights in run-up to ftis trial 
on a charge of wounding a 


tab driver. The trial was 
halted in October because of 
what the judge called "unlaw¬ 
ful. misleading and scandal¬ 
ous" pre-trial press coverage 
of Mr Knights. 

If found guilty, the five titles 
could face unlimited fines, and 
the individual editors a maxi¬ 
mum of two years in prison. 

Daniel Taylor, solicitor for 
The Sun and the defunct 
Today, said he would mount a 
vigorous defence to the pro¬ 
ceedings. Express Newspa¬ 
pers, publisher of the Daily 
Star, and the Daily Mail 
confirmed they would contest 
the action- The Daily Mirror 
would not comment further. 


By Kathryn Knight 

ONE of the teenagers who at¬ 
tacked John Mills, the hus¬ 
band of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, was yesterday 
given six years’ youth custody. 

Bernard Enerio. then 17, 
was one of six youths who at¬ 
tacked Mr Mills. 57, a busi¬ 
nessman. near his Camden 
home in May, leaving him 
bleeding profusely from a 
near-fatal stab;wound to his 
abdomen. A wallet containing 
E100 in cash and credit cards 
was snatched from the 
wounded Mr Mills. 

Enerio had supplied the 5 in 
martial arts knife used in the 


attack after he punched Mr 
Mills on the head. Inner 
London Crown Court was 
told. He was the only member 
of the gang to be caught. 
Sentencing him. Judge Prend- 
ergast told him that although 
he had not wielded the knife, 
the “skilful teamwork" meant 
he was responsible. 

The judge said: “Gangs of 
teenagers armed with knives 
roaming the streets intent on 
robbery will be punished by 
the courts. This robbery and 
its circumstances are of such 
gravity that a sentence of gen¬ 
eral deterrence is necessary." 

Enerio. 18 today, was 
cleared earlier this month of 


wounding with intent to cause 
grievous' bodily harm but 
convicted of wounding and 
robbery. He had admitted 
possessing the knife and yes¬ 
terday asked for an offence uf 
causing E500 criminal dam¬ 
age to a car’s tyres to be taken 
into consideration. 

Ross Taylor, for the defence, 
said Enerio had run away 
from home and fallen in with 
bad company. Enerio named 
the other alleged gang mem¬ 
bers but it is not clear whether 
action will be taken. 

The judge awarded a 16- 
year-old female witness £400 
for her helping to bring 
Enerio to justice. 
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The Times said depriving motorists of the ‘hazards of driving at speed’ could make them drow sy 

Thirty years since Britain slammed on the 


•Vxi 


By Peter Foster 

SPORTS CAR manufacturers 
said it could ruin them; the AA 
and the RAC publicly con¬ 
demned iu and The Times 
speculated that Britain would 
fall asleep at the wheel 
because of it. Thirty years ago 
today, the 70mph speed limit 
was introduced. 

Tom Fraser, Labour's 
Transport Minister, blamed 
an “irresponsible minority’' of 
drivers for forcing the restric¬ 
tion on the Government. The 
limit, introduced on a four- 
month trial basis, was greeted 
with anger and scepticism. 

A protest group called Mo¬ 
torists' Action was formed and 
450 members, driving E-Type 
Jaguars, MGBs and Mini 
Coopers, staged a rally at an 
Ml service station. Graham 
Arnold. Lotus's sales manager 
and their leader, voiced his 
opposition from his open- 
topped car and vowed to sign 
up 100,000 members. 

Even in 1965. most cars 
could break the new limit. The 
E-Type coupe could hit 
155mph and the Aston Martin 
DB5 I43mph- At the other end 
of the scale was the S3mph 
Ford Cortina Super and the 
Morris Minor 1000 De Luxe, 
top speed 77mph. 

A leading article in The 
Times of December 41965 said 
that the limit could well cost 
lives instead of saving them. 
Depriving motorists of the 
“ever present hazards of driv¬ 
ing at speed" could make road 
users drowsy and inattentive. 

From the AA's spotter plane 




Motorways were quieter and traffic lighter when the 70mph limit was forced on a sceptical motoring public by what the Government called an “irresponsible minority" 


above the Ml. The Times's 
motoring correspondent re¬ 
ported that the majority of 
motorists appeared to be obey¬ 
ing the new law. A notable 
exception was a blue Aston 
Martin DB5 that passed be¬ 
neath the plane at an estimat¬ 
ed UOmph. still accelerating. 

The 70mph limit came into 


force indefinitely on January) 
1967. but the debate over s p e ed 
limits continued. During the 
1973-74 oil crisis, a temporary 
50mph maximum was im¬ 
posed to save energy. 

The 70mph limit was rein¬ 
stated after pressure from 
motoring organisations, de¬ 
spite a Department of the 


Environment report that 
showed a 62 per cent drop in 
motorway casualties. David 
Field, a News of the World 
columnist, wrote: “It is a cruel 
and arrogant country that can 
find it necessary to introduce a 
50mph limit to save petrol but 
not to save lives." 

The past 30 years have seen 


several eminent public figures 
fall foul of the 70mph limit. 
Prince Michael of Kent was 
banned from driving for two 
weeks after being clocked at 
103mph on the M4 in his 
Aston Martin Volante. He was 
President of the RAC motor 
sports council at the time. 

Other celebrities caught 


breaking the law include the 
former Beatle George Ham- 
son, Roger Taylor from the 
rock group Queen and Rowan 
Atkinson, the comedian.. 

Atkinson, after bring con¬ 
victed of speeding at I14mph 
on the M4, decided that die 
only way to avoid further 
temptation was to sell his 
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I87mph Aston Martin Zagato. 

The 70mph maximum re¬ 
mained unchanged until vari¬ 
able speed limits were 
introduced on the M25 earlier 
this year. Under tire scheme, 
police can reduce speed limits 
when they see traffic becom¬ 
ing congested. In another ini¬ 
tiative. main roads outside 


some schools are- to. 'to 
temporary30mph sp^tani# 
in the morning .and eyenmg* 
protect children. . ■ 

Andrew Howaro. the AoArs 
head of road safetyj^flgr 
he welcomed suctosdseniga 
“Speed limits TmiSt-oe^HD^ 
pnate and realistic. . Eepiae 
will go slowly if 
there is a good reasc® 
speed limit.” •v-rgg- 

Earlier this month, 
scrapped the national l 
restriction reiposeddyr 
Seventies oil crisis. 

Nader, the veteran <x 
campaigner, said of F 
Clinton’s decision .... 

the move; “History; will ne$r. 
forgive him and his allies^ 
Congress for this assaufrm . 
the sanctity of human Jife.£'{. 

police in Britain pfanT-vto 
make breaking the speed limit’, 
as much of a social stigma as 
drinking and? driving: ‘.Chief 
Inspector Paul McEhroy, oftfoe 
National Police Traffic Cptib 
mittee. said: “We want to-get 
spading recognised as anti?, 
social behaviour. Speed limits 
mustbe realistic but once thgg 
are in place the public must 
realise that they are there fora 
reason. 

“Speed must be appropriate, 
to conditions. Driving past § 
school at 20mph might . tie 
more reckless than driving on 
the motorway at 80ny)h." • 
Motorists of the future maj^ 
have little or no choice about 
how fast they drive. Scientists 
are already experimenting 
with a roadside device that 
will regulate car speeds:using 
a microwave transmitter. •• 1 


Veteran fighter 
pilot flies in 



A FORMER fighterpilot aged 
75 was fined £300 but survived 
a call for his car to be 
confiscated after being, found / 
guilty of driving while dis¬ 
qualified for the twenty-fourth 
time. 

Angus “Biggies” BJank/.wiio 
has been banned Tor Effe'eight.: - ' 
times, says his addiction to 
speed stems from his days as 
an RAF fighter pilot in the 
Fifties. His activities have 
infuriated police and magis¬ 
trates in his home town of 
Carlisle. Cumbria. He was 
once clocked driving^, al 
I60mph. 

This week magistrates 
banned Black again but 
turned down a prosecution 
plea to confiscate his 1.6 litre 
Rover. He had owned the car 
for barely a week before police 
recognised who was at the 
wheel. Black admitted driving 
while disqualified, having no 
insurance and obtaining an 
insurance policy by deception. 

He speaks nostalgically of 
his days flying RAF fighter 
jets. His home is filled with 
air force mementoes, includ¬ 
ing a plaque with the inscrip¬ 
tion. “Through the clouds we 
fly". 

He said; “I was used to 
doing speeds of 300 to 400mph 
and driving a car is like flying. 
You don't realise you are 
going so fasL It was a great life 
and if 1 had my youth l*d sign 
up again." 

He added that he never 



■ Black: banned for 
life eight times 

thought about the danger his 
driving posed to other 
motorists. 

Chief Inspector John Lynch! 
head of Cumbria Traffic 
Police, said: "Eventually he 
will have an accident, some¬ 
one will get hurt and ir will be 
that person who suffers. He 
seems to have no regard for 
the law of the land or his 
fellow road users.” 

Police impounded Black's 
new car after his arrest on 
Monday, but they have had to 
hand it back. 

Yesterday. Black declined to 
disclose whether or not he 
intended to Take to the road 
again and risk a jail sentence: 
“I have nothing else to say on 
the subject." 
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Breakfast show DJ 
misses out on 
the morning after 


By Alexandra Frean 


IF YOU woke up too late for 
Chris Evans's breakfast show 
on Radio One yesterday after 
a night of strenuous office 
partying, you weren’t the only 
one: Evans missed it too. The 
disc jockey failed to rum up to 
present the programme after 
his own office bash. 

Radio One said on air that 
their star presenter was “un¬ 
well due to a throat infection”. 
However, Evans’s stand-in. 
Dave Pearce, told listeners 
that that sounded like a “load 
of porkies", 

A spokesman for Evans 
later admitted that he was 
nursing a very bad hangover. 
“He drank copious quantities 
of almost anything — beer, 
champagne, brandy. It’s prob¬ 
ably just as well he didn’t turn 
up because his show would 
have been pretty appalling, 
given the state he was in." 

Evans, who had boasted on 
his show the previous day that 
he intended to drink heavily 
at the party, issued a brief 
statement from his home in 
Hampstead, north London: "I 
am very unwell." a Radio 
One spokeswoman said that 
he could expea a stern repri¬ 
mand from Matthew Bannis¬ 
ter. the station’s controller. 
“He will not be disciplined. 


but I am sure he will get d 
ticking off." she said. 

Evans is Radio One’s high: 
est-paid presenter and his 
company. Ginger Produc¬ 
tions, has a contract — be¬ 
lieved to be worth £750.000 to 
£1 million — to produce the 
programme for the station 
until (he end of next year. 

The spokesman for Evans 
said that after his show on 
Wednesday, the disc jockey 
went to buy Christmas 
presents for his production 
team. When he returned, they 
all went for lunch at the Park 
Lane Hilton. They then weni 
drinking at The Groucho 
Club in Soho, one of Evans's 
favourite watering holes. 

Evans was not heard from 
again until 6am. 20 minutes 
before he was due to go on air, 
when he telephoned the sta¬ 
tion’s duty officer to say he 
had a throat infection and 
would not be coming in. 

Although Radio One was al 
pains to point out the 
humourous side of the affair 
yesterday, it conceded that 
Evans had not set a very good 
example to the station’s young 
audience. Earlier this year 
Radio One ran a social action 
campaign to raise awareness 
about alcohol abuse. 
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Hitman who Robin Young fills his trolley with a tempting selection of seasona l aelighfe 


shot wrong 
sister ‘was 


mafia agent’ 


By Bill Frost 


AN ASSASSIN who shot dead 
a British geophysicist in what 
is thought to have been a case 
of mistaken identity, may well 
have been in the pay of the 
Russian mafia, police believe. 

Karen Reed was shot three 
times after answering her 
front door to the killer. who 
posed as a pizza delivery man. 
She was probably mistaken 
for her sister Alison Panting, 
the intended victim in a blood 
feud after her Armenian hus¬ 
band was convicted of mur¬ 
dering two brothers who set 
up an embassy in Britain for 
the breakaway Chechen Re¬ 
public in 1993. 

Detective Superintendent 
John Steward son, who led the 
investigation, said after the 
inquest at Cherrtsey, Surrey, 
that business deals involving 
Miss Pbnting's husband in 
Chechenia might have had an 
influence. The killing might 
also have been revenge for the 
other murders. 

Miss Reed, 33, was killed on 
April 30 last year, after her 
friend Ann Smith went to her 
home in Woking, Surrey. The 
pair had settled down with a 
bottle of wine when there was 
a knock at the front door at 
about 9.15pm. 

Ms Smith said in a state¬ 
ment: “Karen opened the door 
partly. She stood on the open 
side of the door and I was 
standing at the bottom of the 
stairs. I could see the figure 
was a man. He was holding a 
small blue and white pizza box 
and he said ‘Haveyou ordered 
a pizza?'" 

Ms Smith said Miss Reed 
replied that she had not 
ordered anything and turned 
to ask her if she had. The man 
then confirmed the address. 
"The next thing i heard was 
three loud bangs in quick 
succession. I realised it was a 
gun. 1 ran upstairs because 1 
knew there was a panic alarm 
in the house because of the 


situation with Karen’s sister.” 
Ms Smith said she found Miss 
Reed on her back by the front 
door. She dialled 999 but by the 
time an ambulance arrived her 
friend was dead. 

Miss Fonting, 31. told police 
she was convinoed the gunman 
had meant to kill her because of 
her husband's conviction. The 
only reason I believe she was 
killed was that someone 
thought she was me." 

Two weeks before the shoot¬ 
ing, police had chased a car in 
the Woking area, the inquest 
was told. The driver leapt from 
the moving car and disappeared 
in woodland. An automatic 
pistol with a silencer was found 
in a holdall beneath the passen¬ 
ger seat. Bullets in the magazine 
had been hollowed out and 
filled with mercury. A comman¬ 
do knife was also recovered. 

Michael Burgess, the Surrey 
Coroner, who recorded a verdict 
of unlawful killing on Miss 
Reed, said: “We don't really 
know why she died, but the 
prospect is raised that she was 
mistaken for her sister and that 
someone was uying to square 
some sort of deal" 

Scotland Yard's specialist op¬ 
erations branch has been given 
the task of monitoring and 
curbing the growth of Russian 
mafia influence in Britain's 
criminal underworld. The 
Chechens are known to be at the 
heart of many of the rackets the 
Russians have tried to organise 
in this country. 

Police have uncovered Rus¬ 
sian prostitution rings in 
London and Northampton and 
there are strong indications that 
Russian gangsters are closely 
involved in importing large 
amounts of heroin from Asia. 
Project Ivan — an investigation 
by the National Criminal Intel¬ 
ligence Service—has also found 
that the Russian mafia is 
preparing to move in on coun¬ 
terfeiting and the illegal arms 
trade in this country. 



Police search for clues the day after the assassin struck 


THE 

ELIZABETH 
DAVID C00KSH0P 
SALE STARTS 
28TH DECEMBER. 



■ 3a North row, The market, 
COVENT Garden, WC2 (0171 8369167) 

■ 22 Fitzroy St., Cambridge 

(01223 321579) 

B HANNINGTONS, BRIGHTON (01273 329877) 
rn NASONS, CANTERBURY (01227 456755) 



_ _ _ 

More than 90 per cent of British households will buy turkey this year — but goose, a lot more expensive per pound, will be a luxurious alternative on many tables 


Sunday opening offers last chance 
to stock up with Christmas fare 


LAST-minute shoppers will 
be able to take advantage of 
Sunday trading as super¬ 
stores and major supermar¬ 
kets open on Christmas Eve. 

Ninety per cent of house¬ 
holds purchase a Christmas 
turkey, and with frozen birds 
at 29p a lb and cheaper than 
petfood, the percentage is not 
surprising. Three million 
fresh turkeys will be sold too, 
starting at 99p a lb. 

The most popular alterna¬ 
tives to turkey are geese, 
duck, and beef, pork or 
gammon roasts. Somerfidd 
has fresh goose at E2J9 a lb 
and Co-op stores I.S kg duck¬ 
lings at £4.79. 

Most stores are offering 
discounts on smoked salmon. 
Safeway has cut its 450g pack 
by £5 to £5.99. Fish is a 
popular choice for lighter 
meals over Christmas and 
there are good offers on 
whole salmon. Other prime 
species are in demand and 
prices have risen. Halibut are 
likely to cost over £7 a lb. 


s V V WEEKEKO SHOPPING 


turbot £5,50, sea bass £6 and 
Dover sole about £5.50. 

Seasonal foods come gift- 
wrapped and ready to serve, 
suitable as last-minute 
presents and stocking-fillers 
as well as pantry standbys. 
Vegetarians are cateied for 
with packet luxury nut roasts 
available with sachets of 
sauces and soups and side- 
dishes. 

Mince pies come in huge 
variety: short crust or puff- 
pastry. lattice-topped or filo- 
topped. deep-filled, luxury 
buttercrust or connoisseur 
class, mini-sired or extra 
large. Each store will have 
just as many varieties of 
Christinas pudding and a 
choice of alcoholic butters, 
sauces and creams to pour 
over both. Safeway, for exam¬ 
ple, offers 13 different pud¬ 
dings this year. 

Confectionery novelties 
range from edible editions of 


Scrabble and Trivial Pursuit, 
selling at £5.50 a box at 
Marks & Spencer, to Christ¬ 
mas-tree biscuits at Asda and 
a Father Christmas cake de¬ 
signed by Jane Asher at 
Salisbury's (£6.99). 

On the vegetable counters, 
parsnips, carrots and onions 
for roasting are in good 
supply but potatoes are sub¬ 
stantially more expensive 
than last year. Alternatives to 
brighten the plate include 
pumpkins, squashes and pep¬ 
pers. Brussels sprouts are 
smaller this year and earlier 
mild weather has made cauli¬ 
flowers expensive: class II 
heads have risen to 89p each. 

Promotions include: 

Asda: fresh turkey crowns 
£3.85 a kg. fresh beef topside 
with basting fat £4.38 a kg, 
pork whole leg £218 a kg. 
sprouts 69p a lb. parsnips 45p 
a lb, farmstore potatoes £1.69 
for 7 5 kg. 


Raise a glass to festive 
wines at a bargain price 


Jane MacQuitty. The Times 
wine correspondent, chooses 
her best buys for Christmas: 


Best cheap white: Bulgarian 
Country White Wine, Sla- 
viantzi, Tesco £1.99. Ripe, 
raisiny, rose-scented fruit. A 
rock-bottom-priced festive 
white with wide appeal. 

Best cheap red: Bulgarian 
Country Red Wine, Pbmorie, 
Tesco £1.99. Big, chunky 
blackcurranty style makes a 
fine, inexpensive red. 
Everyday Christmas red: 
1994 Pinot Noir Vin de Pays 
de 1’Aude, Louis Page, Majes¬ 
tic Wine Warehouses £299. 
Pleasant ripe, plummy, with 
classy burgundian flavours. 
Everyday Christinas white: 
1994 Domaine Boyar Targo- 
vischte region Chardonnay. 
Bulgaria, Thresher, Wine 
Rack and Bottoms Up £299. 
Light fresh appley Char¬ 
donnay fruit at a rock-bottom 
price. 

Finer festive white. 1994 
Kirkwood Chardonnay Mol¬ 
davian wine, Somerfield, 
Gateway, Thresher, Wine 
Rack and Bottoms Up, £329. 
Full ripe, nutly, Chardonnay 
with creamy, hazelnut finesse 


LAST-MINUTE 

CHRISTMAS 


at a keen price. 

Finer festive red: 1994 Kirk¬ 
wood Cabernet Merlot, Mol¬ 
davian wine. Thresher, Wine 
Rack and Bottoms Up £3.29, 
Safeway £339. Less distin¬ 
guished than its white sister, 
but still heaped high with 
firm, herbaceous fruit 
Unusual festive white: 1994 
Deer Leap Gewurztraininer. 
Hungary, Waitrose £3.49. 
Splendid Alsace taste-alike 
with rich, rose, violet and 
lychee-Iike fruit. 

Unusual festive red: J994 
Baso Navarra Gamacho. 
Full of delicious ripe, spicy, 
plummy fruit Thresher, 
Wine Rack and Bottoms Up, 

Wine Cellar and Berkeley 
Wines £3.99. 

Superior old-world house 
white: 1995 Villa Maria Pri¬ 


vate Bin Sauvignon Blanc, 
New Zealand, Majestic and 
Oddbins £5.49. Waitrose. 
Salisbury's, Thresher. Wine 
Rack and Bottoms Up £5.99. 
A classic new-world style, full 
of mouth-watering gooseber¬ 
ry-scented fruit 
Superior old-worid house 
red: 1994 Regnie, Georges 
Duboeuf, Safeway £5.99, 
Morrisons £5.55. A good 
French foil to rhe New Zea¬ 
land Sauvignon. full or juicy 
red fruits-flavour. 

Superior newworld house 
white: 1992 Ironstone 
Cabernet Shiraz, Western 
Australia, Fullers, Tesco 
£5.99, Majestic E5.99. Big. 
beefy, pepper and cassis Aus¬ 
tralian flavours. 

Superior new-world house 
red: 1994 Ironstone Semillon 
Chardonnay. Majestic E5.39. 
Fullers and Tesco E5.99. Deli¬ 
cious, buttery, pineappley 
new-world white with ele¬ 
gance and charm. 

Festive fizz: Bouvet Ladubay 
Saumur Brut. Majestic £7.99, 
or £6-39 a bottle if bought by 
the case. This season's best 
fizz is from France and deliv¬ 
ers lots of delicious, waxy, 
lemony fruit 


Budgens: topside/silver- 
side/top rump beef £5.69 a 
kg. Scottish smoked salmon 
£6.99 for 400g. fresh peeled 
prawns E249 for 200g, pork 
pie 79p for 295g, mince pies 
99p for 12 double cream £1.37 
for 56SmI, clementines £1.19 a 
kg, blue stilton E249 a lb. 
Co-op: fresh whole duckling 
kg £4.79. extra large whole 
chicken 26 kg £5.79. whole 
Scottish salmon £5.49 a kg, 
blue stilton E4.79 a kg. deep- 
filled mince pies El39 for 12 
fresh double cream 59p for 
284ml. eight-year-old malt 
whisky £9.69 for 70cl. 
Harrods: Crottin de Chav- 
ignol cheeses £1.93 each. 
Roquefort E2129 kg, spiced 
beef £1.95 for lOOg. Royal 
game pie £1.80 for lOOg- 
Iccland: honey-roast ham 
joint £7.99 for 900g, Cherry 
Valley duckling £5.99 for 

2.6 kg, A-grade chickens 26 
to 3 kg £3.99, New York 
strawberry cheesecake £1.99 
for 5-6 portions, tiramisu 
£1.99 for 6-8 portions. 

Marks & Spencer Scottish 
smoked salmon £6.99 for 
300g, peeled king prawns 
£299 for l7Dg, prepared un¬ 
smoked gammon honey joint 
£3.99 for 510g. apricots £1.99 
For six, clementines £1.99 for 

1.7 kg. 

Morrisons: whole salmon 
£4.16 a kg. salmon fillet £6.15 
a kg. whole side of smoked 
salmon £6.49, gravadlax 
E1.99 for L20g. Cromer peeled 
king prawns £299 for I35g, 
super roaster chickens £2.99 
each. 

Safeway: Scottish smoked 
salmon £5.99 for 450g, whole 
salmon £4.99 a kg. frozen 
prawns £3.69 for 440g. 
topside/silvers ide/top rump 
£4.39 a kg, boneless leg of 
pork E3.19 a kg, fresh turkey 
with giblets £218 a kg, milk 
chocolate yule log £1.49, blue 
stilton £259 a lb, fully ma¬ 
tured cheddar £249 a lb. 
Sainsbury’s: fresh turkeys 2- 
4.4 kg £218 kg. fresh beef 
topside £5.49 a kg, fresh 
stocks and sauces 75p for 
I42g. traditional gammon 
joints £9.99 a kg. turkey and 
cranberry pie 59p for lOOg. 
luxury mincemeat 99p for 
411g, rich fruit pudding £1.99 
for 4S4g. 

Somerfield: fresh whole 
goose £239 a lb, whole ducks 
£1.25 a lb, whole turkeys with 
giblets £1.09 a lb, ham on the 

bone 49p a k lb, asparagus 
£1.99 for 250g. salad potatoes 
79p for 500g, clementines 
£1.39 for 1.5 kg. frozen srraw- 


SHOP TILL YOU DROP AT 
ONE OF THE UK'S 
FAVOURITE FOOD STORES 
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Win a year’s free 
shopping vouchers 


You may fed like never, ever shopping again but you know 
you are going to have to. So today The Ttmes atters you the 
chance to take some of the headache out of buying the 
weekly groceries with an opportunity to win a £75 food 
voudier from Marks and Spencer for every week for a year. 

Marks and Spencer first started selling dry food in the 
Thirties but its food department really took off in the - • 
Seventies when its chicken Kiev became a best-seller. Now it 
sells two and a half thousand own-brand items. 


HOWTO ENTER 

All you have to do is answer the following question and ring 
our competition hotline, below. 


IVfeo is the goddess of foodf 


a Ceres b Aphrodite c Diana 


Call our aampetitkw hotline with your answers, lines are open until 
midnight on Christinas Eve. The first correct entries chosen ar random 
wall wan. Normal Times Newspapers competition rules apply. 


CALL OUR HOTLINE ON 


CUb m daprf m J9p jar Mmc&Mp me tod fife * O atm (net 


berry gateau 99p for 35Sg. 
Tesco: Scottish rump steak 
£9.48 a kg, boneless leg of 
pork £284 a kg, whole chick¬ 
en £1.89 kg, roast ham 99p. for 
U3g, whole salmon £1.87 a lb, 
whole prawns S9p U lb, new 
potatoes 59p for 800g r Cox 
apples 40p a lb, clementines 
59p a lb. * 

Waitrose: whole Scottish 
salmon under 8 lb £219 a lb 


or 8 to 10 lb £299 a lb, salmon 
steaks £299 a lb, cooked and 
peded prawns E4.49 a lb. 
smoked salmon slices £3.99 
for I80g, Scotch roasting bed 
£249 a lb, Aberdeen Angus 
roasting beef £299 a lb, 
mature blue stilton E523 a kg, 
dairy vanilla ice cream £2.19 
for 21 tr, mince pies 69p for 
six, pure orange juice £159 
for 2 Itr. 


That special treat could be just a phone call away 


□ Kelly Turkey Farms, Bicknacre 
Road, Danburv near Chelmsford, 
Essex 01245-223581. You can call to¬ 
day and arrange an overnight de¬ 
livery or a collection on Saturday or 
Sunday. If you collect, free-range 
bronze turkeys cost from £4.61 a kg 
for birds weighing eight kilos or 
more to £ 6.01 a kg for birds 
weighing three to four kilos. 

□ Ashwell Delicatessen, Farrowby 

Farm, Hinxworth. Hertfordshire: 
01462-733700. Their farm shop, with 
a variety of produce, is open today, 
Saturday and Sunday, 9am-6pm. 
Ring first to see if they still have 
broad-breasted free-range turkeys 
at E225 a lb. There should be plenty 
of oak-smoked ham from free-range 
pigs at £5 a lb, as well as bacon and 
sausages. Also ribs of Derbyshire 
beef, organically fanned venison, 
and free-range chickens. 

□ George Scott Butchers, 81, Low 
Petergate. York; 01901-622972 
Grade A fresh turkeys available at 


Some specialist producers and stockists of fine foods still have supplies 
available, or arc willing to accept telephone orders for prompt 
collection. Leyla Linton and Tara Hyland compile a selection 


£1.45 a lb: honey roast ham at £4.16 
a lb. The shop is open 7am-6pm 
today, Saturday and Sunday. 

□ Seldom Seen Farm. Billesdon. 


E19-E200. Fresh and frozen game, 
turkeys, hams, smoked salmon, 
trout, cheeses, cakes and puddings. 
□ Eastbrook Farm, Shrivenham, 


Open today and Saturday 9am- 
5.30pm. Smoked salmon, duck and 
venison, Gravadlax at £13.95 a lb 
sliced or £10 whole. Callers only. 

n -_:_ ■ 




lb; six mince pies on a plate £ 1 J> 5 ; 
many preserves. Open today and 
Saturday 9am-6pm and Sunday 
until 2 pm. - 

O Humble Pie, The Market Placed 
Burnham Market Norfolk; B1328-- 
738581. Christmas puddings made 
to an ever-popular recipe. .'Also . 
Italian Christmas cake -(toasted 
almonds and amaretto) £11.95. Shop 
open 9am-ipm and Zpnrfpniioday; 


today and Saturday 930am-5pm; 
Sunday, 9.30-noon. No turkeys left 
but still have home-made Christ¬ 
mas puddings, various cakes, 
cheese scones. Also smoked salm¬ 
on, Trelough duck from the Here¬ 
ford Duck Company, pheasant 
wild duck. No orders. 

□ Chatsworth Farm Shop. Bake- 
well, Derbyshire: 0J246-583392 
Open today 9am-5pm and Saturday 
Sam -6 pm: dosed Sunday. Order by 
telephone for collection. Hampers 
can still be made in the shop, priced 


poultry, veal and pork. No more 
orders, but the shop is open today 
Sam-5J0pm and Saturday 8 am- 
4pm. 

□ Homewood Partners. Peach 
Croft Farm, Radley. Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire. For this Christmas, 
they have sold out of free-range tur¬ 
keys, free-range geese and barn- 
reared turkeys. For next year, write 
in and (hey will put you on the 
mailing list 

□ Weald Smokery. Mount Farm. 
FlimweH, Sussex: 01580-879601. 


Shop, Liss, Hampshire: 01420- 
473782 Apples are tire speciality, 
but they also have cheeses, home- 
baked cakes and pies. Orders, for 
collection only, taken fill noon 
today, shop open 9am-5pm today, 
Saturday and Sunday I0am-4pm. 

□ Chivere Farm Shop, Impington, 
Cambridgeshire; 01223-237799. 
Their own apples gift-wrapped at 
£3.85 for a 6*2 to 71b box, supple¬ 
mented by cakes and pies made 
locally. Christmas cakes £11450 or 
El3.75 Christinas puddings £4.65 a 


ipui ait , 

□ Minola Smoked Products, Ken- 


cot Hill Farmhouse, 

lade, GloncesteTshIrC-01367-860391. 

Open 9am-5pm today, Satiutlay 
and Sunday. Call ‘ fust ■ Slice® 
smoked salmon £2250 per kfia 
O Paxton and Whitfield. London 
(0171-930 0259k " • Stratford-upofr 

Avon (01789-41554# Bath {0L&S 
466403). Shops open 83Oani-6.30p®* 
today and. Saturday and 83QsiDr 
2pm Sunday. 
hams on the bene, 
chutneys. 





,‘ti» 

























THE TIMES FRIDAY DECEMBER 22 1995 


EUROPEAN NEWS 9 





"OF AT I! 


:<‘5 


stores i 


ree; 


:hers ; 


; i 


Polish Premier 
is accused of 
spying for Moscow 


From Roger Bo yes in Warsaw 


JOZEF OLEKSY, the Polish 
Prime Minister, was yester¬ 
day fighting for his political 
life after his interior Minister 
accused him of supplying 
classified documents to the 
Russian secret service. 

The charges, which are 
backed by Lech Walesa, the 
outgoing President, have 
plunged Poland into a consti¬ 
tutional crisis and raised fears 
that Mr Walesa might declare 
a state of emergency. 

The Prime Minister had 
"wittingly sent news and docu¬ 
ments, including secrets" to 
foreign intelligence agents 
over the past five years. 
Andrzej MiJczanowski told 
parliament to shouts of protest 
from former Communist dep¬ 
uties. From the evidence 
leaked yesterday, it is clear 
that the spy service involved is 
Lhe KGB and its successor 
organisation. 

Mr Oleksy, a former Com¬ 
munist, jumped up and de¬ 
clared in a voice breaking with 
emotion: "1 have never been 
an agent for anyone — it is 
Jozef Oleksy who says this in 
front of you. in front of the 
parliament of the Polish 
republic." 

He accused the Interior 
Minister, who was appointed 
by Mr Walesa, of falsifying 
the evidence against him. To¬ 
day the military prosecutor 
will decide whether to take 
action against the Prime Min¬ 
ister, who could face the death 
sentence if convicted of spying. 

The bitter infighting is over¬ 
shadowing the inauguration 
this weekend of President 


Kwasniewski who, like Mr 
Oleksy, is a former senior 
member of ihe Communist 
Party. Mr Walesa, still in 
power until midnight today. 
will boycott the ceremony. 

Earlier Mr Oleksy' ap¬ 
peared on television and ac¬ 
cused "people from the Special 
Services," with The authority of 
Mr MiJczanowski, of trying to 
destabilise the country before 
the handover of presidential 
power. 

Some analysts believe that 
Mr Walesa was behind a plan 
to derail the inauguration, or 
at least to rub Mr 
Kwasniewski of any real influ¬ 
ence as head of state. With a 
Fellow former Communist as 
head of government, the new 
President could rapidly ex¬ 
pand his power. Mr Walesa is 
trying to establish in the 
public mind a direct link 
between Polish Socialists and 



Oleksy, an impassioned 
denial Id parliament 


the Russian Communists, who 
recently emerged as the stron¬ 
gest party in the Duma. 

The evidence against Mr 
Oleksy, judging by leaks yes¬ 
terday. is rather thin. His"file 
contains u photograph of him 
with the head of the Russian 
secret service in Warsaw. 
There is also a videotape of 
another meeting, transcripts 
of telephone conversations 
and statements from his body¬ 
guards that Mr Oleksy several 
times slipped their rraces. 

The Russian secret service 
insisted yesterday that the 
charges against the Prime 
Minister were “complete and 
utter nonsense”. However, the 
KGB and its successor organ¬ 
isations have been active in 
Pbland since the Second 
World War, particularly dur¬ 
ing martial law in the 1980s. 

On the streets, Poles are 
nervously speaking of the 
prosf>ect of martial law or a 
state of emergency. The Presi¬ 
dent can make such declara¬ 
tions and Mr Walesa fuelled 
the speculation by talking of a 
"grave threat to state security" 
— the necessary precondition 
for imposing martial law. Mr 
Oleksy replied that there was 
a security threat "but not from 
me, rather from those who 
cannot withdraw with dignity 
from the political scene". 

This is in fact nor Mr 
Walesa’s political swansong, 
as he will be the leader of an 
anti-Communist opposition. 
Secret police files are sure to 
be the chief political issue as 
long as Mr Walesa sets the 
pare of Polish politics. 


Juppe gambles his 
future on attempt 
to revive economy 


From Adam Sage in paris 


ALAIN JUPPfi sought last 
night to revive the French 
economy and with it. his 
chances of remaining Prime 
Minister, as he opened a high- 
risk meeting in Paris. 

At the start of the gathering 
of trade union leaders and the 
French equivalent of the Con¬ 
federation of British Industry, 
he announced a series of 
measures designed to restore 
confidence after the public 
sector strike that rocked the 
country this month. 

Under fire from trade 
unions, employers and even 
members of his right-wing 
majority party, M Juppe knew 
that the meeting represented a 
gamble that he had to win to 
stay in' office. Failure to 
breathe new life into his 
beleaguered Government will, 
almost certainly lead to his 
downfall in the New Year, 
according to sources in his 
Gaullist movement. 

M Juppe called for “compre¬ 
hension and reconciliation", 
then went on to outline poli¬ 
cies that amount to a delicate 
balance between stimulating 
growth and avoiding weaken¬ 
ing the drive to cut public 
sector deficits. 

Help for the construction 
industry, a small reduction in 
Social Security contributions 
and encouragement for people 
to spend savings were the only 
concrete measures announ¬ 
ced. However, M Juppe hopes 
that his calls for talks over a 


reduction in working hours 
and youth employment will 
help to bring back the confi¬ 
dence that the French econo¬ 
my needs. 

_JM Jupp£ said the Govern¬ 
ment. unions and industry, 
should solemnly commit 
themselves to finding jobs for 
250,000 young people by the 
end of 1996. 

Although President Chirac 
said during his election cam¬ 
paign that shortening the 
working week would have no 
effect on France’s jobless total 
of almost three million, the 
Prime Minister now appears 
to believe otherwise. 

Surrounded by almost half 
the Cabinet, M Juppe pro¬ 
posed three further meetings 
between the Government and 
the unions before next sum¬ 
mer. Yesterday’s meeting was 
a "point of departure", he said. 

Promising a “moratorium" 
on new taxes after the begin¬ 
ning of next year, the Prune 
Minister added: "The objec¬ 
tive remains, once the deficits 
have been brought down to 
the limits announced, to start 
a policy of progressively re¬ 
ducing fiscal pressure." 

Meanwhile, however. M 
Juppe faces an army of critics, 
many of whom attended the 
meeting. Union leaders used 
the occasion to call for the 
scrapping of his welfare re¬ 
form programme, which was 
at the centre of the recent 
strike. 


Physicists 
derailed 
by the TGV 

From Peter Capeua 

IN GENEVA 

STRIKING French railway 
workers have inadvertently 
helped to advance the fron¬ 
tiers of science by uncovering 
a new role for the world's 
largest midear partide acceF 
erator — as die world's most 
expensive railway timetable. 

The cream of the global 
scientific community, at the 
European laboratory for par- 
tide physics, Cem, had been 
baffled for months by strange 
variations in the accelerator's 
magnetic field. The 17-mile 
long device runs in a circular 
tunnel straddling the French- 
Swiss border near Geneva. 

Sensors installed in June 
showed disturbances three 
times a day, the changes, 
though small, were enough to 
force physidsts to modify the 
margin of error. But when a 
lull occurred in the variations, 
coindding with the French 
railway strike, a Swiss power 
worker with a gift for lateral- 
thinking tracked down the 
problem to France's TGV 
high-speed train. 

The TGV is thought to 
disdiaige up to a quarter of its 
current into the earth. Each 
time the Paris-Geneva express 
is in the Swiss city, the rogue 
discharge passes through the 
£660 million accelerator, ac¬ 
cording to Cem's physicists. 
Neil Caldcr, its spokesman, 
admitted there was little they 
could do, except to add an 
infinitesimal correction in 
their measurements each time 
the TGV is in the city. 


CHRISTMAS 
SALE PREVIEW 

UP TO 50% OFF 
ORIGINAL PRICES ON 
MENSWEAR, WOMENSWEAR 
& ACCESSORIES 



/% quascutum 

OF LONDON 


100 Regent Street, London W1A 2AQ. 0171 73-3 6090. 

9-13 Brompion Road, Knighwhridge SW3 1ED. 0171 581 4444 . 

38 Park Lane, Meadcwhall Shopping Centre, Sheffield S9 1HL. 011-4 256 9454 . 
24 St. Ann’s Sqaure, Manchester M2 7JB. 0161 834 5617. 



A soldier inspects a 19% calendar portraying Stalin in St Petersburg yesterday, the 116th anniversary of the dictator's birth 


Russians 
split over 
Yeltsin’s 
reforms 

From Thomas de Waal 

IN MOSCOW 

RESULTS from Sunday’s elec¬ 
tion revealed a huge geo¬ 
graphical and social gulf 
between Russia's big cities 
and the distant provinces yes¬ 
terday as the Communist Par¬ 
ty completed its sweep of seats 
in the Duma. 

The party proved the win¬ 
ner in the iast two of the 225 
first-past-the-post seats to be 
counted. The latest gains en¬ 
sured the Communists about 
155 out of 450 seats in rhe 
Duma, or about three times as 
many as its nearest rival. Our 
Home is Russia. Only two 
other parties —- the extreme 
right-wing Liberal Democrat¬ 
ic Party of Vladimir Zhiri¬ 
novsky and lhe liberal 
Yabloko of Grigori Yavlinsky 
— have passed the threshold of 
5 per cent of the vote. 

The results suggest econom¬ 
ic reform has split the country 
four years after President 
Yeltsin started the 
programme. 
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SALE PRICES FOR A LIMITED PERIOD ONLY ON MOST KITCHEN CABINETS 
WHEN YOU SPEND £1,000*OR MORE 


In the Magnet Half 
Price Sale yon can Jfeast 
yonr eyes on some mouth¬ 
watering kitchen cabinets - 
most deliriously reduced 
in price and available with 
competitive finance. 


Whirlpool 

FREE DISHWASHER 


30 OIF ; FREE 

COOLING : WORKTOPS 


HOB 


What's more, add to 
this quality installation and 
some very tasteful special 
offers on appliances and 
you will end up with all 
the ingredients for your 
ideal kitchen. 


Magnet 
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For your nearest showroom or a free catalogue — call now 0800 55 d 825. 

CliRISTMASOPENlf^TIlVCKc December 22nd 9D0-I2JW 2£th 1H0O-5.00 27lh-3«h 9.00-5.00 31stsdectcdlnarKhesICU»4jTa Check each branch for details. 


Til 


fOolvoac free offer per kUrtum order. Worktops arc standard poatfornwd «ily. eluding Conan and solid wood. PL«-h washer model No. A DP 559. 
-An>h’» to kitchen spend fadudmp taalaUatim- Floanro subject to Typical APR 23.KS variable Fnll credit details available nc request. 
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Clinton ‘dying’ to give up Whitewater papers as Senate applies squeeze 

v W v A ■** tnan organisation involved 


m 


From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 

PRESIDENT Clinton, attempting 
to contain increasing political dam¬ 
age over Whitewater, yesterday 
rejected comparisons with Water¬ 
gate, declared the $25 million 
investigation into his affairs 
groundless, and said he was ‘'dy¬ 
ing" to submit subpoenaed docu¬ 
ments about the railed Arkansas- 
land venture to Congress. 

The President’s Erst public state¬ 
ment on Whitewater in months 
came after a special Senate com¬ 
mittee voted 51-45 along party lines 
to sue the Administration for the 


release of the documents and 
brought renewed echoes of the 
Nixon era to the Clinton re-election 
campaign next year. 

“What was Watergate about? It 
was about abuse of the CIA, illegal 
wire taps, criminal conduct in the 
White House." said Mr Clinton in 
an interview with the Los Angeles 
Times. "There has not beat a 
single, solitary sou! accuse me or 
my wife of doing anything illegal, 
not only in the White House, in the 
presidential campaign, or In the 
governor’s office. Now, that is tile 
difference." 

So hard had it become for the 
President and his wife to put across 


their side of the story that they 
sometimes relieved the frustration 
by laughing over Whitewater, Mr 
Clinton said He also admitted that 
before the latest episode he would 
permit "no discus non of this in my 
household, no discussion of this in 
ny office". 

Describing Mrs Clinton as a 
strong character, the President said 
he was shocked that his wife had 
become the spotlight of the inquiry, 
despite the series of costly investi¬ 
gations which found "not a shred of 
evidence” against either of them. 

"I wish everybody in this country 
had character as strong as hers and 
a sense of honesty and integrity as 


deep as here. We’d be in better 
shape," he said. 

The strong defence of his wife, 
and rejection of continual Republi¬ 
can claims over Whitewater, sug¬ 
gest that pressure is building 
rapidly at the White House. Until 
recently, Mr Clinton was celebrat¬ 
ing tiie successes of Hs foreign 
policy initiatives in Bosnia, Ireland 
and the Middle East and rqoidng 
in tiie embarrassment of a divided 


}t the Senate committee, led by 
Alfonse d'Amato. became insistent 
when the White House refused to 
submit notes ‘of a meeting in 
November 1993 between Mr Clin¬ 


ton's lawyers and aides at which 
Whitewater was discussed. 

In the interview, Mr.CIinton said 
he had been advised by lawyers 
that he would infringe lawyer- 
client privilege for the first time in 
presidential history if he were to 
give up the documents. 

“Pm dying to give these notes up.' 
These people [lawyers} won't take 
yes’ for an answer," he said. “I 
have asked them, ‘can't I just go out 
here in the Rose Garden and call 
the press corps and just throw them 
out there?’ I have given 35,000 
pages of documents up... By the 
way. none of it would do anything 
but exonerate me." 


The White House was attempt- - - 

ing yesterday to reach an agreej o^ton made .fciw state¬ 
ment with Congress that would to Resolution trust 

avoid a constitutional tn the _ r ^ tion4 a federal crime.about 

courts after an JrfSbSught Madison to tfte.Rose 

ate debate on executive mtf^ruy oro „ ft is ^ becuntiftg 

ended in a partisan challenge to the ■ Clinton; tied/ to.. 

President Even if a deal can be dou 

struck, the Clintons face Another senator, said the Trisi- 

potitical embarrassment as they grounds to withhold, 

enter the 1996 campaifgi- the White House 

Inthesharpest attejiyetonMre ^^“Xsident in bfcfoiy 

Clinton. Lauch Fairdotft, a North "laimed attomey-diart: 


Carolina senator, accused the First 
Lady of lying to federal investiga¬ 
tors about how her Arkansas law 
firm had represented Madison 
Guaranty, tiie collapsed savings 


privilege to defeat a creigrasrona* 
subpoena,” he said "RttJiard.Na-, 
on did not Ronald Reagan manat 
during Iran Contra." . -, 1 - 


Rebel Class of ’95 
humbles Gingrich 
over budget deal 

FRom Martin Fletcher in Washington 


THE question that has puz¬ 
zled Washington since the 
Republicans seized Congress 
last year has just been an¬ 
swered. Newt Gingrich does 
not control the Republicans'73 
ultra-conservative House 
freshmen. They control him. 

Late on Wednesday the 
revolutionary Class of *95 
humbled the cocky House 
Speaker by rejecting the agree¬ 
ment he and Robert Dole, the 
Senate leader, had just struck 
with President Clinton to re¬ 
solve the budget crisis. 

At a boisterous Capitol Hill 
rally they refused to reopen 
the federal Government, 
closed down since last Satur¬ 
day, while their traders and 
Mr CJinton sought to negoti¬ 
ate a seven-year plan to bal¬ 
ance the budget. 

They were unconcerned 
about doing the popular thing 
just before Christmas, or by 
Wall Street’s 50-point slump in 
the 15 trading minutes left 
after their announcement 
They knew their leverage over 
the President lay in keeping 
the Government closed, ana 
they acted accordingly. 

'This Government is going 
to remain shui down until he 
realises that we are not going 
io compromise on a balanced 
budget” Wisconsin’s Mark 
Neumann said as congressio¬ 
nal and White House aides 
struggled yesterday to find a 
new way forwards. 

To be fair, most House 
Republicans endorsed that 
view, but it is unquestionably “ 
the freshmen who are driving 
the revolution and giving it 


backbone. Veteran congress¬ 
men call them the "Hez¬ 
bollah". 

They are mostly young pol¬ 
itical neophytes elected on a 
radical anti-government plat¬ 
form and driven by an ex¬ 
traordinary sense of mission. 
They profess contempt for 
opinion polls and disinterest 
in reflection. Many have left 
their families in their districts 
to underscore their loathing 
for the capital. A couple even 
sleep in their offices to make 
the point they see this as a 
strictly temporary assign¬ 
ment. 

They are "the purest, most 
worthy group of leaders elect¬ 
ed to this body in my lifetime", 
one of their spokesmen, Ten¬ 
nessee’s Zach Wamp. claimed. 
They are also united like no 
other group on Capitol Hill, 
and in a House where the 
Republicans have a majority 
of just 37, that makes them 



Gingrich: controlled 
by young neophytes 


powerful. Mr Clinton pro¬ 
fessed anger after the fresh¬ 
men scuppered the budget 
agreement, but in fact exploit¬ 
ed the development for all its 
was worth. 

He suggested a bunch of 
Republican extremists were 
holding the nation hostage 
and that Mr Gingrich had last 
control. He sought slyly to 
divide tiie Republican ranks 
by praising Mr Dole for his 
efforts to reopen the Govern¬ 
ment. However, the fresh¬ 
men’s rebellion also 
demonstrated how hard it will 
be to resolve this budget crisis. 

Moderates could quickly 
agree to balance the budget by 
2002 by drastically reducing 
the Republicans’ proposed 
$245 billion (£159 billion) in tax 
breaks, easing their deep cuts 
in popular soda! programmes 
and using rosier economic 
forecasts. But the freshmen 
consider the tax cuts sacro¬ 
sanct, are determined to curb 
the welfare state and would 
never accept fiscal fodges. 

In a sense, their intransi¬ 
gence strengthens Mr Ging¬ 
rich's negotiating hand even 
as they publicly embarrass 
him. As to who controls 
whom, the Speaker observed: 
“I’ll let the historians figure 
that out." 

□ Envoy rebuked: The Clin¬ 
ton Administration has repri¬ 
manded Daniel Spiegel, 
Ambassador to the Europe 
Office of the United Nations, 
who had called the Republi¬ 
can-led Congress isolationist. 
Republican leaders had de¬ 
manded he be dismissed. (AP) 


Classics spumed by degrees 


From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 

GEORGETOWN University, 
President Clinton's alma ma¬ 
ter in Washington, was faring 
criticism from students yester¬ 
day after the English faculty 
said if would grant a degree 
without so much as a cursory 
glance at the works of Shake¬ 
speare. Milton or Chaucer. 

English students are pres¬ 
ently obliged to study two of 
the classics, but a change in 
curriculum next year will 
mean Hamlet. Paradise Lost 
and The Miller's Tale are no 
longer required reading. 

The new system, designed to 


give undergraduates more 
flexibility in designing their 
degrees, will allow them to 
concentrate on one of three 
areas of study: literature and 
history, culture and perfor¬ 
mance. or writing. 

The campus is in uproar, 
with more than a sixth of the 
course students arguing that it 
signals a move away from the 
traditional emphasis on au¬ 
thors from Britain. 

Alexander Hertzberg, the 
21-year-old editor of The 
Georgetown Review, a campus 
magazine, said: “It’S OK to 
have a progressive literature 
department. But then people 
would have to graduate with a 


degree in progressive litera¬ 
ture and deal with the conse¬ 
quences of that." 

Supporters of the change, 
who include three-quarters of 
the faculty, said the curricu¬ 
lum had not been altered in 
three decades while other uni¬ 
versities had taken note of the 
times. The University of 
Maryland, on the outskirts of 
Washington, allowed English 
students to graduate without 
studying Shakespeare almost 
five years ago. 

“We will still offer tradition¬ 
al courses and we expect the 
majority of students to stay 
within those.” said Alwyn 
Cassil at Georgetown. 
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Hundreds of pine cones became “bricks" for Swiss florists when they had the Idea of creating this Christmas 
ball sculpture, which has a diameter of nine feet and is now on display at a school playground in Berne 


Journalists’ 
toll tops 
60 for year 

Brussels: More than 60 jour¬ 
nalists worldwide have been, 
killed on ass ig nment or 
because of their views so far 
this year, a report said 
yesterday. 

The black spot was Algeria 
where 24 journalists were 
killed, the majority for their 
views on the continuing war 
between government forces 
and armed Islamic fund¬ 
amentalists. 

“What is certain beyond 
doubt is that 1995 bas been 
another tragic year for media 
freedom,” the Internationa] 
Federation of Journalists 
said in Its annual report 

Seven journalists died in 
Russia, four in Brazil and 
three each in Bosnia. Colom¬ 
bia and Sri Lanka. This 
year’s total was down from a 
record high of 115 last year, 
when 4S journalists were 
killed in Rwanda alone. Sev¬ 
enty-five journalists were 
killed in 1993. and 62 in 1992. 

The report predicted that 
danger spots for journalists 
next year would be Russia. 
Nigeria, Colombia, Peru, 
China and Indonesia. The 
figures indude reporters, 
editors, broadcasters and 

K ' Jgraphers killed for 
opinions. 


Four survive as US airliner 
crashes into mountainside 


AT LEAST four passengers 
were rescued yesterday from 
the wreckage of an American 
Airlines jet that crashed into a 
mountainside in southwest 
Colombia. More than ISO 
people on board were killed. 

“It’S a miracle," said Briga¬ 
dier General Jorge Miranda 
Carpio, coordinator of the 
rescue effort in the town of 
Buga, near where the Boeing 
757 crashed en route from 
Miami to Cali, minutes before 
it was due to touch down. 
“Imagine [surviving after] a 
plane flying at S00 kilometers 
an hour [500mph] crashes into 
a mountain," he said. 

A miracle indeed. The small 
colonial town, nestling in the 
Andean foothills about 25 
miles north of Cali, is known 
as “the city of miracles”. A 
shrine in the cathedral bear¬ 
ing the image of “the Miracu¬ 
lous Christ of Buga" is a place 
of pilgrimage every year. 

The first survivor. Mauricio 
Reyes of Colombia, a 19-yea r- 
old business student at the 
University of Michigan, was 
brought by helicopter to a 
military base in Buga and 
then taken to a hospital in 
Cali. He was breathing from 
an oxygen mask and had 


From David Adams in miami 

visible cuts and bruises. His 
brother Andres Reyes. 26, 
waiting ar the base, leapt with 
joy and hugged relatives when 
he heard his brother was alive. 

A second survivor, Raul 
Alfonso Hurtado, a doctor, 
also was evacuated. His 
condition was not immediate¬ 
ly known. 

A team of FBI agents and 
aviation experts, some from 
Boeing, were yesterday on 
their way to Colombia. The 
twin-engine Boeing 757 is one 
of the most modem jets in 
service, with a perfect safely 
record since entering the 
market in 1983. 

Although the area north of 
Cali is a "red zone" of anti- 
government guerilla activity, 
officials do not suspect sabo¬ 
tage. Weather was reported to 
be clear, but aviation officials 
in Colombia said the plane 
was 13 miles east of its path 
and flying well below the 
correct altitude. Radio contact 
was lost only minutes before it 
was due to land. 

One a'vil defence worker 
reported seeing three survi¬ 
vors, two of them sitting 
upright and conscious in a 
clearing near the wreck. He 
said cloud cover had prevent¬ 


ed airlifting them to safety. 
However, local .Colombian 
radio put the number' of 
survivors at five — two men, 
two women and a small child. 

Aviation officials sayit is the 
worst crash of an American 
airliner since the 1988 bomb¬ 
ing of Pan Am flight 103 over 
Lockerbie, in Scotland,-Which 
killed 270 people seven years 
ago yesterday. 

Most passengers on yester¬ 
day’s flight were believed to be 
Colombians living in the Uni¬ 
ted States who were on their 
home to spend Christmas with 
relatives. 

Witnesses said the aircraft 
— carrying 156 passengers, 
including four infants, and 
eight crew — flew into the side 
of Mount San Jos£ on Wednes¬ 
day evening and exploded in a 
fireball, spreading wreckage 
over a wide area. Rescuers 
were unable to reach the crash 
site, in a mountainous area of 
thick woods, until early 
yesterday morning. 

The Londono family were 
blessing their good fortune 
after heavy snow meant they 
missed the connecting flight 
by minutes. “I’m sorry for all 
the other families," said An¬ 
gelica Londono. 



Russian exile revives Romanov mystery 


Princess Marie, centre, with her sisters Tatiana, left, and Anastasia 


from Quentin Letts 

IN NEW YORK 

ANOTHER alleged Romanov 
has emerged from the mists of 
Bolshevik Russia. A New York 
newspaper yesterday reported 
that a Bulgarian village doctor’s 
wife who died in 1954 may have 
been Princess Marie, third 
daughter of Tsar Nicholas 11. 
The intriguing story, impossible 
to prove, is the latest in a series of 
romantic claims about the late 
Russian Imperial Family. 

The elegant Russian-speaking 
woman, known as Ydeonara 
Alekseyeva, arrived in the Bul¬ 
garian village of Gabarevo soon 
after , the Tsar and members of 
his family were killed in a cellar 


near Yekaterinburg. The fate of 
Princess Marie was not certain- 
some said she survived the 
shooting. 

Mis Alekseyeva inspired 
much gossip among Gabarevo’s 
many While Russian exiles. Yes¬ 
terday’s Wall Street Journal 
disclosed that she owned exotic 
dogs, spoke French worthy of a 
courtier, passed her spare time 
with books or by painting, and 
that, unusually, she owned a 
piano. All suggested aristocratic 
origins. 

She wore a scarf around her 
neck — to conceal a bullet wound 
scar, she said — and was accom¬ 
panied by an infirm, crippled 
young man. The Romanov 
Prince Aleksei, who is also 


rumoured to have survived Eka¬ 
terinburg, was, by chance; a 
sickly, hobbling youth. 

Like Princess Marie, Mrs 
Alekseyeva was tall, slender and 
had blue eyes. The facial 
resemblence was reportedly 
strong. Mrs Alekseyeva named 
her dog Maron. which is an 
anagram of "Roman” as in 
Romanov. Maron was a black 
and white cocker spaniei the 
breed favoured by Princess Ma¬ 
rie's mother, Empress Alex¬ 
andra. 

When Wehrmacht troops 
marched through Gabarevo dur¬ 
ing the Second World War Mrs 
Alekseyeva spoke to them in 
fluent German — the mother 
tongue of the Empress — but 


made herself scarce when 
Stalin’s troops passed through at 
the end of the war. 

Bulgarian researchers hope 
soon to persuade their Govern¬ 
ment to send a sample of her 
handwriting to Moscow where it 
could be compared to extracts 
from Princess Marie’s diary. . 

For all the coincidences, how¬ 
ever. Robert Massie, who wrote 
The Romanovs, The Final Chap 
ter, is not convinced. Mr Massie 
said he could not accept the claim 
because Mrs Alekseyeva's bones 
were broken up when her tomb 
in Gabarevo was bulldozed to 
make way for a park. Therefore 
DNA tests cannot be conducted 
to confirm or deny suspicions of 
the woman's secret identity. 



Corruption 

prosecutor 
is char ged 


Rome: Antonio Di Pietro, the 
former Italian prosecutor re¬ 
garded as an anti-corruption 
hero, is facing charges cf 
extortion and abuse of office.- r 

The accusationsagainst 
him include extorting a 100- 
mflHtm lire (£42^500) interest- 
free loan from an insurance 
executive; passing cm legal 
work for the insurance com¬ 
pany to his wife: and accepting 
a Mercedes from the firm. He 
is to appear in court in 
February. 

Paolo Berlusconi, brother of 
Silvio Berlusconi, the former 
Prime Minister, was jailed for- 
15 months for paying bribes to 
obtain a building permit for a 
golf course. (Reuter/API 

Pakistan car 
bomb kills 21 

Peshawar At least 21 people 
were killed by a car bomb that 
ripped through a street out¬ 
side a department store in this 
northwestern Pakistani city, 
according to witnesses. More 
than 50 were wounded. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
blast which follows a suicide 
car bombing at the Egyptian 
Embassy • in Islamabad on 
November. -19 that killed 16 
people and- wounded more 
than 60-^Reateri ■ . 

Editor charged 
over EU memoir 

Copenhagen: The editor of tiie 
daily Politiken, who printed 
spicy memoirs by Ritt Bjerre- 
gaard. an EU Commissioner, 
about European leaders 
which were withdrawn before 
publication, has been charged 
with copyright violation. 

ff found guilty, Toeger 
Seidenfaden could face up to 
one year in prison and his 
paper be forced to pay up to 
11.4 million kroner (EU mil¬ 
lion) in compensation. (.4 Pi 

Cousteaus claim 
legal victoiy 

Sydney: Oceanographer 
Jacques Cousteau and his son, 
Jean-Michel, both claimed vic¬ 
toiy after a San Francisco 
judge ruled that an eocHourist 
resort in Fiji be named the 
“Jean-Michel Cousteau Fiji 
Islands Resort”, adding “Jean- 
Mi chel". Jacques Cousteau 
had asked that the name 
"Cousteau" be dropped or 
“Jean-Mi chel" added. (A/ 3 ) 

Accident fails to 
deter Murdoch 

Sydney: Rupert Murdoch, the 
chairman and chief executive 
of The News Corporation, 
parent company of The Times , 
vowed to take part in next 
week’s Sydney-Hobart yacht 
race, despite nearly losing the 
top half of his right index 
finger in a sailing accident this 
week. 

Farrakhan loses 

New York: The £2,7 billion 
libel suit by Louis Farrakhan, 
the Nation of Islam leader, 
against the New York Post, 
which alleged, that Malcolm 
X’s widow blamed him for her 
husband’s murder, has been 
dismissed. (AP) 
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‘Ritual mourning’ 
decreed by rabbi 
over Bethlehem 

From Christopher Walker and Ross Dunn in bethlehem 



Rescue workers start to remove the wreckage of yesterday's crash near Cairo, the worst rail accident in Egypt for 15 years 

Egyptian train collision in fog kills at least 75 


From Reiter 

IN EL BADRSHEIN. EGYPT 

IN the worst disaster on the Egyptian 
railways for more than IS years, 75 
people were killed and 76 injured 
yesrerday when a crowded train ran 
into the back of another in thick fog. 
Witnesses in the town of El 


Badrshein. 17 miles south of Cairo. 
said an early-morning train taking 
about 120 workers south to Beni Sue! 
rammed a train to Asyut from behind 
ai high speed. One carriage rode up on 
lop of the others and two were derailed, 
one of them onto wooden stalls by the 
side of the track. 

The driver of the second train. 


Mahmoud Alt. said the first train 
should not have been there and he saw 
no red signal as he came to the last 
level-crossing before the crash. He has 
had his right leg amputated from 
below the knee in El Badrshein 
hospital. 

Mohamed Dessouki Fayed, a 
labourer who survived in the second 


train, said: "Our train seemed to be 
going at more than bOmph ... We 
collided with the other one and felt all 
the carriages crashing into one 
another.'’ 

Hassan Nigm. the local police chief, 
said the latest casualty figures were 75 
dead and 7b injured. The toll could rise 
when rescue workers lift the carriages. 


Peking excludes Hong Kong Democrats 


From Jonathan Mirsky in hong kong 


AS RELIEVED Israeli troops 
yesterday completed their 
handover of Bethlehem to 
Palestinian control, a former 
chief rabbi ordered all Israelis 
who visit the area to rend their 
clothes in ritual mourning at 
the biblical town's switch to 
Arab control. 

Rabbi Mordechai Eliahu 
made his ruling at the first 
meeting of rabbis from Jewish 
settlements since the ItiUing of 
Yitzhak Rabin on November 
4. The assassination was said 
to have been religiously in¬ 
spired in an effort to stop the 
handing back of terri¬ 
tory regarded by 
right-wing Jews as Is¬ 
rael’s biblical her¬ 
itage. 

Accord ing to Jewish 
tradition, the rending 
of one’s garment is 
made after the death 
of a dose relative. 
However, Rabbi Eliahu ruled 
that it was also incumbent on 
those who see “Judea in its 
destruction-, a reference to the 
name used by right-wing Is¬ 
raelis for part of the occupied 
West Bank conquered in 1967. 
He said that even soldiers 
should obey the order, al¬ 
though their uniforms were 
not their personal property. 

The decree failed to sour the 
carnival atmosphere in Man¬ 
ger Square as the last Israeli 
military trucks roared off in 
the direction of nearby Jerusa- 


Washington: The Clinton Ad¬ 
ministration wiO next week 
seek to repeat the success of 
the Dayton talks that pro¬ 
duced the Bosnian peace deal 
by bringing Israeli and Syri¬ 
an negotiators together in an 
equally seduded location 
(Martin Fletcher writes). 

The Balkan leaders spent 
three weeks on an air force 
base in Ohio. The tw Middle 
Eastern delegations are to 
meet at the Wye Plantation, a 
conference centre in Mary¬ 
land about an- boor's drive 
horn Washington. 

“1 believe that the environ¬ 
ment, the location, wiD make 
it possible to intensify the 
talks and create an opportu- 


lem. Fireworks lit up the sky 
and hundreds of Palestinians 
ripped down the 40ft metal 
fence surrounding the former 
Israeli police station opposite 
the 4th century Church of the 
Nativity with their hands. 

Large chunks of the fence 
were taken away as souvenirs. 
"For us it is like the Berlin 
Wall. It was the symbol of our 
humiliation,” said the owner 
of the aptly-named Christmas 
Tree cafe. One of the last 
Israeli soldiers to leave, Saada 
Shaheen. said: “We hated the 
situation here. We were ner¬ 


vous. We all wanted to go.” As 
Palestinians chanted and 
sang. Christmas celebrations 
— complete with an Arab 
Faiher Christmas — merged 
into a nationalistic festival 
under a 40ft by 30ft portrait of 
Yassir Arafat, who is to due to 
deliver an address from the 
roof of tiie Nativity Church on 
December 24. 

“For us. he is our Jesus 
Christ, he is our president.” 
said one teenager waving a 
handful of Palestinian flags 
which for the past 28 


nity for more progress than 
we've made up to this point." 
Warren Christopher, the Sec¬ 
retary of State, said. 

Peace talks were suspend¬ 
ed six months ago amid 
disagreement over. Israel's 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. Mr Christopher 
anon need a resumption last 
Saturday after visits to Da¬ 
mascus and Jerusalem and 
appeals from Shimon Peres, 
Israel's Prime Minister, to 
President Assad. 

■The negotiators will begin 
their talks next Wednesday. 
After three days they wOl go 
home for consultations then 
return for three more days of 
talks early in January. 


Christmasses under Israeli 
rule have been banned from 
Manger Square. 

Earlier. Michel Sabbah, the 
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusa¬ 
lem. rejected criticism that the 
decision of Mr Arafat, a 
Muslim, to attend the tele¬ 
vised Roman Catholic mid¬ 
night Mass on Christmas Eve 
was transforming a religious 
occasion, watched by millions 
of Christians around the 
world, into a political specta¬ 
cle. “Mr Arafat's desire to 
attend the Mass shows a 
respect for religion." he said. 
Many Western tour¬ 
ists were caught up in 
yesterday’s celebra¬ 
tions which went on 
long into the night. 
Chrisriane Rauff, 27. 
from Frankfurt, said: 
“I never expected to be 
at a moment of history 
like this. I just hope 
that like the East Germans 
after re-unification, the Pales¬ 
tinians do not find things not 
meeting their expectations.” 

The rabbi's ruling under¬ 
scored the deep divisions cre¬ 
ated inside the Jewish stale by 
the Government’s persistence 
in handing back West Bank 
towns to the Arabs in advance 
of Palestinian elections on 
January 20. It came as Israel 
Radio reported that Shin Bet. 
the internal security service, 
had informed the Cabinet of 
new plans by right-wing Jews 
to assassinate Shimon Peres, 
the Prime Minisrer. and other 
leading Cabinet doves. 

The report, later authenti¬ 
cated by senior security 
sources, disclosed that Shin 
Bet had told Mr Peres that 
Jewish religious leaders were 
backing the renewal of 
"threats and plots” against 
ministers. 

. Shin Bet officials said that 
intelligence reports showed 
that the right-wing opponents 
of peace were now opCTating 
often in small groups which 
made them difficult to 
apprehend. 

Yesterday, dubbed “Libera¬ 
tion Day” by the 40.000 ecstat¬ 
ic Bethlehem residents, the 
town was banned to Jewish 
settlers by tha Israeli military. 


Leading article, page 15 


CHINA has delivered its 
newest blow to Hong Kong by 
excluding Democrats from the 
preparatory committee which 
will oversee the establishment 
of the new Government here 
after 1997. 

There will be 94 Hong Kong 
members on the )50mtember 
committee. The list, approved 
by President Jiang Zemin, will 
be ratified by die National 
People s Congress next Thurs- 
day. The committee will select 
400 Hong Kong citizens to 
form an election committee 
which in turn will designate a 
chief executive, from Hong 


Kong, to replace the Governor 
in 1997. 

The preparatory committee 
will also deride which Hong 
Kong law's — such as the Bill 
of Rights — should be amend¬ 
ed or repealed in 1997 and who 
will serve on the provisional 
legislature which takes the 
place of the present elected 
body which China calls 
illegitimate.. 

Most of the names for the 
committee are known. The 
chairman will be Qian 
Qichen. the Foreign Minister, 
and two of the four vice- 
chairmen will be Lu Ping, 


director of the State Council's 
Hong Kong and Macau Af¬ 
fairs Office, and Zhou Nan. 
director of the Hong Kong 
branch of the New China 
News Agency. Peking’s de 
facto embassy here. 

Also on the committee will 
be ten members of the 60- 
member Legislative Council, 
many tycoons such as Li 
Kaishing. one of the colony's 
richest men. Sir Run-run 
Shaw, the movie magnate, 
and Sir S. Y. Chung, a former 
council member who last 
month spelt out how Pelting 
would establish a “second 


power centre” here before 
1997. However, there will be 
no Democrats, who scored 
most heavily with the voters in 
the September elections for the 
Legislative Council. 

Tsang Hanukkah. a vice- 
chairman of the National Peo¬ 
ple’s Congress standing 
committee, said: “Those who 
are anti-China will only hin¬ 
der the committee. We want 
people who would like to co¬ 
operate.” 

Yeung Sum. vicechairman 
of the Democrats, attacked the 
exclusion of his party. “Citi¬ 
zens will question why no one 


from the most popular polit¬ 
ical party is appointed.” Chris 
Patten, the Governor, said last 
night: “Everybody knows that 
when you consider the views 
of the community you cannot 
ignore the fad that the Demo¬ 
cratic Party does extremely 
well in elections. So it would 
be odd to say the Democratic 
Party did not represent a lot of 
views in Hong Kong.” 

Among the mainland mem¬ 
bers will be Chen Yuan, 
deputy governor of the Bank 
of China and a son of the late 
Chen Yun. a founder of the 
Chinese Communist Party. 


19 And it came to pass, when 
the king 1 had heard the words 
of the law, that he rent his 
clothes. 


II Chronicles xxxiv, 19 
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Cambodia Prince starts 
journey to French exile 

From Tom Walker in phnom penh 


Portillo 
vows to 
defend 
accord 

By Our Foreign Staff 

ANYONE breaking the Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina Peace Accord 
wiD face “robust action” from 
the N a to-led peace implemen¬ 
tation force, Michael Portillo, 
the British Defence Secretary, 
said in Sarajevo yesterday. 

“We are going to be even- 
handed. we are going to use 
persuasion where we can. but 
we have the weaponry and 
will-power to ensure that the 
peace agreement is enforced," 
he said. Mr Pbrtillo arrived in 
the Bosnian capital after visit¬ 
ing British troops deployed in 
central Gomji Vakuf. 

“If any breakaway faction 
thinks that it can question the 
authority of the Dayton agree¬ 
ment they must think again,” 
he said. The Defence Secretary 
said Britain would soon have 
13,000 of its rroops deployed in 
Bosnia, where “we will be 
bringing in Challenger tanks, 
155mm heavy artillery and 
attack helicopters, so we will 
have robust weaponry”. 

Earlier yesterday Admiral 
Leighton Smith, the American 
commander of Naio’s opera¬ 
tion. said Bosnia's military 
leaders had agreed to “co¬ 
operate fully” with die imple¬ 
mentation force. The pledge 
came at a meeting at Sarajevo 
airport between Nato com¬ 
manders and the chiefs of staff 
of the Bosnian. Croat and Serb 
forces to set guidelines for the 
one-year peace mission. 

“Each of them said they had 
passed instructions to theft- 
forces to co-operate fully with 
the force, and we have seen 
that in evidence about the way 
they are reacting on the 
ground," the admiral said. 

Before the meeting, he said 
alliance soldiers had been 
received with “open arms" in 
areas where they were deploy¬ 
ing. “We’ve been here 24 hours 
and I’m just tickled pink by 
what I see already and I hope 
it continues." he added in his 
first assessment of the opera¬ 
tion started this week- 

After a two-day conference 
in Brussels, the international 
community agreed yesterday 

to fund a $500 million {£327 
ratUion) rebuilding package 
for Bosnia. 


PRINCE Norodom Sirivudh 
of Cambodia, who is charged 
with plotting to assassinate 
Him Sen. the joint Prime 
Minister, flew secretly into 
Singapore yesterday en route 
to exile in France. 

The 44-year-old half-brother 
of King Norodom Sihanouk 
has maintained his innocence 
but agreed to be exiled under a 
deal brokered by the King, 
and approved by Hun Sen. to 
resolve one of the most serious 
crises for Cambodia’s two- 
year-old coalition. 

Diplomatic sources in Sin¬ 
gapore said he was whisked 
off through VIP channels at 
Changi airport after arriving 
fr o m Phnom Penh. The 
Prince, secretary-general of 
the royalist Funrinpee party, 
is expected to leave art Satur¬ 
day night and arrive on 
Christmas Eve in Paris, where 
his children are now staying 
with relatives. 

Prince Norodom’s French 
wife. Princess Christine, has 
accused Cambodia’s ruling 
clique of “Burmarising” the 
country. She fears a show trial 
of her husband on trumped- 
up charges could wreck any 
hopes of free elections in 1998- 
Leg al proceedings against the 
Prince are expected to contin¬ 
ue. He could'be sentenced to 
life in prison if convicted. 

The Princess, a Linesco envi¬ 
ronmental adviser, has vowed 
to remain in Phnom Penh. 
-Why shouldn’t I stay?” she 
demanded. 

She added that Hun Sen 
and his partner. Prince 


from Giles Whittell 

IN IDS ANGELES 

ONE hundred and seventy- 
eight years after her death. 
Jane Austen’s chances of rec¬ 
ognition by the Hollywood 
establishment have been 
boosted with six Golden 
Globe nominations for Emma 
Thompson’s adaptation of her 
novel. Sense and Sensibility. 

In a. promising omen for 
British success at next year’s 
Oscars, Sense and Sensibility 
won six nominations for 


Ranariddh, wen? a worse 
clique than Rangoon’s mili¬ 
tary junta. '‘At least there they 
never even pretended it was a 
democracy." she added. 

Hun Sen, a former Khmer 
Rouge divisional commander, 
fled to Vietnam in 1977 during 
the genocide of Pol Pot He 
returned two years later to 
become the most powerful 
politician in Cambodia. 

Prince Norodom’s arrest — 
executed with the aid of Tanks 
and snipers — followed a 
tapped telephone conversation 
in which the Prince apparently 
outlined how Hun Sen could 
be assassinated on a lonely 
highway. Along with Sam 
Rajnsy. a former Foreign Min¬ 
ister whose Khmer National 
Party has been banned by 
Hun Sen. Prince Norodom is 
widely regarded as one of 
Cambodia’s most honest poli¬ 
ticians. and human rights 



Princess Christine: she 
vowed to stay behind 


Golden Globe awards, more 
than any other film, including 
hotly tipped American re¬ 
leases such as The American 
President and Casino. 

Emma Thompson, who 
once again finds herself the 
darling of American critics, 
was nominated as best actress 
and for her screenplay. Other 
categories in which the film 
stands to win include best 
film, best director {for Ang 
Lee, a Taiwanese) and best 
supporting actress (Britain's 
Kale Wins left). Nixon, Oliver 


experts are deeply sceptical of 
the charges. 

“Sirivudh likes to make 
jokes — sometimes not very 
good ones — and he likes to 
show off what he-can do." said 
one lawyer. “1 think this may 
have been a combination of 
anger and habit — but there is 
no way a tapped tape can be 
used as prima facie evidence 
against him.” 

“We are swimming in com¬ 
plete absurdity,” said Princess 
Christine. “We’re in a fantastic 
mishmash where the UN has 
tried to place all sorts of legal 
texts upon a good old fash¬ 
ioned communist dictatorship. 

“My husband has never 
been in trouble in his life, and 
he has always behaved know¬ 
ing that You fight in the 
political arena, you don’t use 
tanks. But he made a big 
mistake: he greatly underesti¬ 
mated where Hun Sen came 
from for the last 25 years.” 

Mr Rainsy, who is lobbying 
politicians in Washington on 
Cambodia’s political malaise, 
said: “He (Hun Sen| has 
become suspicious of every¬ 
body, he sees enemies every¬ 
where — it is a kind of 
paranoia. There is an atmo¬ 
sphere of fear, of terror. The 
international community can¬ 
not stand idle.” 

For the moment, though, 
that is exactly what embassies 
are doing, fearing comment 
could spark the violence long 
promised by Hun Sen. Pri¬ 
vately, diplomats concede that 
democracy is no longer the 
priority in Cambodia. 


Stone’s controversial film bi¬ 
ography of the disgraced 
President was snubbed by 
the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association, which hands out 
the Golden Globes, although 
Sir Anthony Hopkins won a 
nomination for best actor. He 
faces tough competition from 
Sir Ian McKdJen, nominated 
for Richard FIJ. and from 
Nicholas Cage who plays a 
suicidal drunk in Leaving Las 
Vegas. 

The Golden Globes are to 
be presented on January 21. 


US falls for Austen’s new Emma 



Effective relief i 
from the pain and discomfort of 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
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NOW AVAILABLE WITHOUT PRESCRIPTION 


If you’ve been diagnosed as suffering from 
Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or IBS, then you will 
know just how painful and distressing the 
symptoms can be. 

Now there’s a product available without a 
prescription which works quickly to calm the 
stomach muscle spasms that cause so much 
of the pain and discomfort. 

Ask your pharmacist about Relaxyf 
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Astrology. Why Shelley needs it 








H aving always be¬ 
lieved that die 
fault, dear Bru¬ 
tus, is nor in our 
stars, but in our selves, that we 
are underlings. 1 cast a scepti¬ 
cal eye over the horoscopes of 
Shelley von StrunckeL “The 
past few weeks have hardly 
been dull ores," Miss von 
Strunckel told me, a Taurus, 
in the Evening Standard on 
the eve of our meeting — true 
—"but all is not said and done. 
In fact with ycair ruler Venus 
first meeting the planet of 
Innovation. Uranus, and then 
moving into the eccentric 
Aquarius, the biggest surprise 
of all is yet to come." 

1 invite her to be more 
specific, but she tells me it is 
'•just one of those times" when 
Uranus is in transition, so one 
cannot anticipate the surprise; 
“it will be not just a logical 
progression but a leap, which 
defies sequential logic". 

Ms von Strunckel, a sub¬ 
stantial personality in every 
respect, looks at me beadily 
when I declare that since 1 am 
not looking for any leaping 
changes I do not need astrolo¬ 
gy. "A lot of people don’t need 

it. But it would be _ 

interesting to look 
at your chart. 

There are times 
when life throws 
you a left curve," 
she says. “This is 
when people come 
to me, and that is 
the pleasure and 
responsibility of 
my job. It’s a bit 
like doing the 
Times crossword: 
you get certain ____ 

fixed facts, and fill ~"~ 

in the gaps with sequential 
reason.” Private clients pay 


THE 

VALERIE 

GROVE 

INTERVIEW 



For 12 days, from tomorrow, 
the editorial columns of Hie 
Times will take a light¬ 
hearted look at famous people 
and their star signs, and offer 
some tongue-in-cheek advice 
for 1996. Here, the new queen 
of astrologers offers a defence of 
the predictive art 


‘Bright 
girls are 
not 

advised to 
go in for 
astrology’ 


bring American, perhaps, I 
am a little more intriguing, 
and 1 have a slightly smarter 
image." It is almost impossi¬ 
ble, she told me, to take a bad 
photograph of her: but she 
preferred to supply this one 
herself. 

Ms von Strunckel lives in a 
block of mansion flats in 
Westminster much inhabited 
by MPs — the Pattens and 
Portillos have departed but 
she has Roy Hattersley down¬ 
stairs. This week she was so 
— ___ busy recording 
new year pro¬ 
grammes for radio 
and television that 
we met at the 
Langham Hotel, 
near the BBC. 
where she spotted 
Hugh Scully across 
the palm court. 

1 confess that the 
only time ! ever 
noted her predeces¬ 
sor’s prognostics 
___^ was when I was 
desperately keen to 
have a second baby in 1978. 


£S0 for 45 minutes with her. 
"And you haven! a snowball's 
chance in hell of getting to 
know who my private clients 
are." 

Bright girls, as she points 
out. are not advised by careers 
counsellors to go in for astrolo¬ 
gy. But it is a lucrative and 
burgeoning niche of popular 
journalism in an egocentric 
era. Ms von Strundcel has 
inherited the mantle of the late 
Panic Walker, who earned at 
least £500,000 a year with his 
syndicated horoscopes and 
chose her as his preferred 
successor. She makes her pre¬ 
dictions weekly in The Sunday 
Times, nightly in the Stan - 
dard and monthly in Vogue. 
She has thus become, in her 
words, “astrology’s most visi¬ 
ble exponent". "Because of 


Patric Walker’s horoscope for 
Taurus for dial year included 
the line: Those hoping for an 
addition to their families can 
expect some good news before 
the end of the year." Well, as it 
turned out, by December 31 I 
was indeed pregnant, but only 
with the aid of modem scien¬ 
tific devices administered by 
Dame Josephine Bames. So 
despite the prediction's correct 
and happy outcome. I became 
not a dedicated follower of Mr 
Walker, but highly respectful 
of medical advances. 

There are cycles to nature. ‘ 
that’s obvious." she said, “and 
we get ourselves into hot water 
if we ignore this. If you had 
consulted an astrologer that 
year, you might have been told 
it would not be easy or 
straightforward. Astrological 
cycles only mirror events cm 


earth, they don! make'them 
happen. To a person who 
wishes to get pregnant, or set 
up a business, I would say, 
well, Jupiter is in your sign, 
the planet of expansion: but to 
capitalise on it you probably 
need to bestir yourself." 

She was bom on July ]5. 
1946. in Los Angeles, “the ideal 
place to grow up for someone 
who has the diameter to create 
themselves — where anybody 
can become President ... or 
just be a narcissistic animal 
who bakes on the beach, 
which was not my cup of tea". 

Where did her name come 
from? "Well it ain’t Irish," she 
says. She vaguely thinks it is 
Austrian. “And since it’s ’von' 
there must be a Strunckel 
somewhere." (not according to 
my Times atlas) “but I’m still 
looking for my schloss." 

She was an only child: good 
at maths and science but 
“artsy" too. “In late 1950s and 
early 60s there was a lot of 
questioning around, and a lot 
of gurus around, so one could 
go take a look." She became an 
habituee of the Vedanta tem¬ 
ple. a haven of serenity and 
peace hard by the Hollywood 
freeway where Huxley and 
Isherwood had meditated be¬ 
fore her. 

She took a Saturday job in a 
department store. Bullock’s 
(“like Selfridges, posh but not 
stuffy^, and derided to aban¬ 
don college and carve a career 
as a fashion buyer. “It was the 
beginning of my bring able to 
intuit the collective mentality. I 
learnt how to buy 400 polyes¬ 
ter pants suits and love them 
because they ‘fly out’, which is 
buyerspeak for selling well. 
Nothing reproaches you more 
than an unsold dress: it just 
hangs there and says ‘dumb 
choice'. I now have a pretty 
respectable business consul¬ 
tancy, and it is that sense of the 
market that allows me to 


address my private diems in 
terms that are useful to them." 

On one sad day. two people 
close to her died {one was her 
half-brother) and her bosses 
refused to let her take time off. 
“So I realised that this was a 
glamour business but also a 
venal one." 

She drifted instead into as¬ 
trology, like this. “One day a 
lawyer asked me to advise him 
on a case, and as it happened l 
was able to tefl him that his 
dient was suppressing evi¬ 
dence, and what _ 

the evidence was, 
and why. The client 
was a RiD chemist 
in New Jersey. The 
lawyer paid me, 
and the chemist 
rame to study with 
me." Before long 
she was lecturing 
in India—“coals to 
Newcastle and bla¬ 
tant cheek" — at 
the international 
conference of the _____ 
Theosophical Sod- ”” 
ety. “My success was notable 
in terms of feedback," she 


‘Counsel 
should be 
taken or 
left, even 
that of 
lawyers’ 


going to be much more avail¬ 
able as banks realise they’re 
not making money because 
they’re not loaning it Banks 
will restrategise—as they did 
■ m the midBCk: the Pioto effect. 
If you think of Pluto, that dour 
personality of the underwerid, 
it is not surprising tftat during 
that period, black was the 
dominant colour. At a party 
last night four of ns were 
standing together, all wearing 
red. Thar? an anecdotal exam¬ 
ple of the change ahead." 

When she came to five in 
London she cleverly acquired 
a half-share in a remarkably 
cheap flat inKnightsbridgc. In 
1988. when taken to a Bow 
Group conference on Maas¬ 
tricht at Jesus College, Oxford, 
she met a Chancery barzister 
named Nigel Gerald. They 
married at St Mary’s, Bourne 
Street, a jewel of a church with' 
Pre-Raphaelite frescoes, just 
the pfece to go. she says, “if 
you like transcendent music 
with one’s religion and believe 
that music can enliven the 
spirit". She win be at midnight 
Mass there this Sunday. 
Before his death Panic 
encouraged several 
people to expect to 
be his successor — 
including Miles 
Chapman, deputy 
editor of the Eve¬ 
ning Standard 
magazine Does 
that mean that just 
anyone could do 
this? “No no, there 
is a proper degree 
graduate faculty 
with a fine course 
in astrology.” 
Where? “I don’t 
have ft in my head. 


Walker 


says, “but it was not remotely 
lucrative for a long time. So I 
learnt to economise." 

Astrology, she divined, was 
like fashion: it was about 
cycles. She now gets so many 
clients from banking and fi¬ 
nance she fandes doing a stars 
column for a business maga¬ 
zine. She can predict, for 
instance, that “pollution is 
likely to become a severe 
problem, therefore manufac¬ 
turers of catalytic converters 
should thrive". 

Also: “From now until April 
96. almost all the slow-moving 
planets which dictate the col¬ 
lective mood and influence the 
economy, and which make 
their way round the zodiac in a 
very ‘lee surely* fashion, actu¬ 
ally change sides. So things 
can really shift Money is 


But Miles has done ft. and so 
has the girl who is going to do 
the stars in the Mail on 
Sunday, Salty Brampton." 

Newspaper offices are not, 
generally, repositories of wool¬ 
ly thinking, and frankly re¬ 
gard horoscopes as useful 
mass reader-drawing stuff, 
but ultimately baloney. 


Y! 



THE SUNDAY TIMES 


CHRISTMAS 

WITH 

RUMPOLE 



ARTS &BOQKS 


“What I have against 
Christmas is that the 
courts are ali shut and 
nobody is being tried,” 
bemoans Horace 
Rumpole in a special short 
story written for the 
Christmas Eve issue 
of The Sunday Times 
by John Mortimer 




WHERE ARE 
THEY NOW? 


This Sunday’s Magazine is 
dedicated to names and 
feces who once enjoyed the 
limelight. One is the star of 
more than 50 Hollywood films 
who now, at the age of 63, 
lives quietly in Palm Springs 


THE SUNDAY TIMES IS THE SUNDAY PAPERS 


et a gang of astrolo¬ 
gers — Jonathan Cai- 
ner. Russell Grant. 
Nidi Campion and 
Ms von Strundcel — has 
formed a sort of union, 
“because of the utter chaos and 
disarray thax erupted in Feb¬ 
ruary over the alleged 13th 
sign”, says Ms von StrunckeL 
“An astronomer who knew 
nothing of astrology made an 
ill-fudged comment- So those 
of us who care about the image 
of astrology decided to form an 
informal union which will in 
future issue press releases." 

For herself, she regards her 
writing as an art “with literary 
allusions, and rich language, 
because I love literature". 
What is she reading at the 
moment? "Oh gosh. This is the 
great tragedy, not having 
enough time to read. But my 
desert island books would be 



Meteoric Shelley von Strunckel says she has become “astrology’s most visible exponent" 


all Jane Austen." 

Last night she had sat next 
to Jonathan Newhouse, of 
Conde Nast, at dinner, “and I 
volunteered what his rising 
sign is, which I never normal¬ 
ly do. 1 realise how penetrating 
I can be." 

But surely the knack of 
being able to write newspaper 
and magazine star signs is not 


to be penetrating or specific, 
but to present the reader with 
soothing platitudes which one 
can take or leave? 

“All counsel should be taken 
or left,” said Ms von Strunckel 
firmly, “including that of 
lawyers." 

Nick Campion, president of 
the Astrological Association, a 
Cambridge graduate, defends 


the horoscope-writer's skill — 
a core of data, embellished by 
intuitive perception — as a 
social science. 

The newspaper horoscope 
fulfils the kind of function 
societies have always needed 
since ancient limes: like the 
orade. with its riddles, or the / 
Ching. The astrologer speaks 
univosal truths, and the read¬ 


er engages with the words as 
they nod them. We are ac¬ 
cused of being vague and 
ambiguous, but it is harmless, 
it can be useful, it’s less time- 
consuming than therapy, 
cheaper than analysis, and it 
comes without the dogma of 
religion." And, as Ms von 
Stnmckel says, it is fun. Like a 
Christmas cracker. 


No sign of peace at the Oasis 


C hristmas is that mistily sentimen¬ 
tal time of family togetherness. 
Black sheep are welcomed back 
into the flock, and made to wear hideous 
Aran sweaters knitted by Auntie Pat 
Rolling stones stop to gather moss, and an 
extra two stones in weight, thanks to 
Cadbury's selection boxes and extra-large 


Caitlin Moran says 
blood will prove thicker 
than water between 
the battling Gallaghers 


helpings of scorched figgy pudding. 

All is love and familial reconciliation 


unless, that is, you're Noel and Liam 
Gallagher, the "battling Gallagher broth¬ 
ers’ - of the pop band Oasis. In a fairly 
successful attempt to top a year that has 
already seen two members of the band 
leave (and one rejoin), (What's The Story?) 
Morning Glory become the fastest selling 
album since the release of Michael 
Jackson’s Bad and a highly public feud 
with chart rivals Blur. Oasis seem to be 
going all out to end the year cm the most 
spectacular note of all — a highly 
emotional break-up of the band. 

Relationships between Liam (the youn¬ 
ger, cute-bir-of-rough lead singer) and 
Noel (the songwriter and lyricist) have 
been fractious from the beginning. The 
first feature the NME ever ran on Oasis 
had them squabbling so hard that Liam 
broke a chair over Noel’s head, and the 
fight became so heated they were banned 
for life from a chain of ferry operators — 
all because Noel jokingly said he would 
sell his mother for a chance for Oasis to 
become famous. The months that fol¬ 
lowed saw the kind of hotel-trashing high 
jinks that seemed to have come to an end 
when The Who settled down. 

Oasis are still banned from the Colum¬ 
bia Hotel in London after an incident with 
the owner’s Mercedes which resulted in a 
hefty repair bill winging its way to the 
band’s recording company. Creation. For 
a while it seemed Oasis stories were all 
gory and no glory. After the fall-out from 
the feud with Blur calmed down, things 
started to look rosy again. Bass-player 
Paul McGuigan rejoined the band after 
taking Prozac to cope with his nervous 
breakdown, and die first gigs he played 
with the band — the sell-out record¬ 
beating two nights at Earls Court — were 



had to be entirely reshot the lyrics 
scribbled out on a sheet of paper. Later, in 
the Green Room, Noel was asked about 
Liam^s sudden departure, to which he 
replied: “He’s lost his voice... and his 
job." Later, Noel was observed leaving the 
BBCS White City studio in tears. Under¬ 
standably, this has led to fevered specula¬ 
tion, particularly when another world- 
famous pop star appears to be ready to 
take over Liam’s vocal duties. Robbie 
Williams, formerly of Take That has been 
pally with Oasis since this year's Glaston¬ 
bury festival and is signed to Better 
Management a company set up by Tim 
Abbott one of Oasis’s closest confidants. 
Rumours that Oasis have been consider¬ 
ing signing a record deal with Abbott 
intensified when Gallagher made dispar¬ 
aging references to Creation. ' 
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Brotherly love Liam, left and Nod 


acclaimed as two of die most exhilarating 
celebrations of rock’n’roll This decade. 

Noel Gallagher teamed up with Paul - 
McCartney arid Paul Weller under the 
pseudonym The Smokin' Mojo Filters, 
and released a* cover version of the 
Beatles’ Come Together fa r the War Child 
charity project Tilings were going so well 
that in order to publicise their next single, 
the anthemic Wonderwall, Oasis derided 
to appear on Later With Jools Holland 
and play a three-number set which 
included a cover of Slade'S Cum On Feel 
The Noire —whereupon disaster struck. 

With only ten minutes to go before 
recording started. Liam Gallagher turned 
up, unshaven and obviously several 
nights down on his sleep quota. Relieved 
their lead singer had finally shown up. the 
band launched into Cum On Feel The 
Note with Liam, still obviously drunk, 
joining in. No one quite knows what 
happened next, but after Liam and Noel 
“had a couple of words together" Liam 
stormed off. leaving Nod to cany out 
vocal duties fortherest of the show, which 


W flfiams is certainly professional. 
He is possibly the only person 
famous enough to fill Liam’s 
shots, should Gallagher Jr get the boot. 
His hartTpanying reputation suggests he 
wwfld fit into Oasis easily, and his 
enrolment would be the stoiy of 19% the 
front page of every newspaper in Britain. 
But what ail the speculation has fafled 

to take mto account is that Noel and Liam 

are brothers from a tough background in 
anu^xsable, highly public arena whae 

and fitting Ire^ 
description- The tension of bong recog¬ 
nised wherever you go, to the point that if 
you are seen out in public with a female 
friend you must have been secretly 
married m Honduras, is immensely 
weaiing and leads to volatility and a 
highly charged daily life. 

banIes are going on now in 
the Gallagher camp, they are probably no 
more, heated than when the boys were, 
fredstenosed eight and ten-year-olds, 
squabbling over who was going to sleep in 
the top bunk. Oasis fight They, always 
have and they always will, ButOasis to- 
spUt and reouit Robbie Williams as a 
new. all-dancing, ali-singing lead singer?.. 
Never. Ifs a family affair. /. " 
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Would a royal divorce cause a stampede? 


The royal split reflects today’s moral values 


T he impending divorce of the 
Prince and Princess of Wales 
has the potential to be one of the 
most significant events in the history of 
marital breakdown. The nation has 
watched the royal couple's marriage 
disintegrate into hitter public sniping, 
and it now awaits the sorry saga's 
inevitable conclusion in the courts. 

While divorce is commonplace, now¬ 
adays. it has followed a trend that has 
been affected by outside influences, 
such as the various law reforms over 
the past century, which have made 
divorce much easier. Another influence 
has been the change in morality which 
has removed the stigma. Many cou¬ 
ples. however, still soldier on. often 
“for the sake of the children". But the 
unprecedented public airing of the 
problems behind the breakdown of the 
Wales's marriage has put the royal 
stamp of approval on “breaking up" 
rather than "making up", which could 
inspire many to follow in their 
footsteps. 

As the Queen advises a swift solution 
in the divorce courts, it is all a far cry 
from the days when divorce was a 
mark, of perfidy or profound failure. In 
1939, the BBC's chief engineer. Mer 
Eckersley. was forced to resign when 
his marriage ended. He said in his 
autobiography that he had to leave his 


Stopping the 
shopping 
addiction 


A s a cure-all it cant be 
beaten: you feel 
down, you go shop¬ 
ping. you cheer up. 
Everyone knows that people 
who say money cant buy you 
happiness simply dont know 
where to shop. A day out at the 
sales is a top way to hanish the 
blues: fewer side-effects than 
Prozac. less fattening than a 
box of Belgian chocolates and 
1 less damaging to your street 
cred than an evening on the 
sofa sniffling at a video of Brief 
Encounter 

For some people, however, 
shopping is an addiction. Like 
alcoholics or gamblers, shop¬ 
aholics know that their spend¬ 
ing habits are out of control 
but have no idea how to stop. 

Now the Government is 
recognising shopaholism as a 
serious disorder which can 
lead to debt and misery—and 
is funding Richard Elliott, a 
consumer psychologist and 
Oxford Fellow in management 
studies, to carry out an investi¬ 
gation into addictive 
shopping. 

According to Dr Elliott, 2 to 
4 per cent of the British 
population are addictive shop¬ 
pers. “It is closely linked to 
credit cards." he says. “Very 
few people pay for their pur¬ 
chases in cash and most have 
three or four cards, so they can 
run up debts very quickly. 

“This is an inevitable part of 
the consumer culture. Shop¬ 
ping is now our prime out-of¬ 
home leisure experience and. 
just as most people enjoy 
going to the pub without 
getting hooked on alcohol, 
most of us have fun going on 
an occasional shopping spree. 
But a few find they cant stop." 

You can see the designer- 
dad victims drifting along 
Bond Street like zombies, or 
rifling through the high street 
sales bargain bins with fervent 
concentration. 

J ackie Onassis was a 
prime example of a 
shopper who could run 
up a $100,000 bill in ten 
minutes anywhere in the 
world. Truman Capote, who 
regularly accompanied her on 
her sprees, recalled how she 
would walk into a shop, 
calmly order two dozen silk 
blouses in different shades 
and walk out “She seemed 
dazed, hypnotised," he said. 

Closer to home, the Princess 
of Wales shows all the charac¬ 
teristic signs of someone 
whose passion for shopping Is 
out of control. Recently she 
was seen in a newsagent in 
Kensington buying every CD 
in the top 20- For her trip to 
Italy, she bought two identical 
Versace dresses: one in black 
and one in white. 

As the heroine of the recent 
hit film Clueless. Cher could 
find no better cure for a dose of 
existential angst than a quick 
trawl round the mall. Even at 
the height of her depression 
(her mother has died^of a 
routine liposuction and “I’m a 
virgin who cant drive",) she is 
instantly revived by the sight 


The Government 
is to fund 
a study of 
shopaholism. 

Julia 

Llewellyn Smith 

reports on a 
serious disorder 

of a designer dress in a shop 
window, which seconds later 
she is carrying off in a large 
bag. 

The compulsion can affect 
people at every level of society. 
Sue Eccles. Dr Elliott’s assis¬ 
tant, who has interviewed 50 
compulsive shoppers for the 
study, says: “Some were un¬ 
employed, some were direc¬ 
tors of fairly large national 
companies. Some were well 
educated, others weren’t edu¬ 
cated at all. Some were mar¬ 
ried, some were single. Most 
■of them were very articulate 
and amusing people, whose 
friends would never have 
guessed they had a problem." 
Nearly half the interviewees 
had been in debt to the point 
where it had caused them 
worry and hardship, and most 
had never talked about their 
problem before. 

According to Ms Ecdes, 
nearly all addictions begin as 
a cure for some other unhappi¬ 
ness. “Shopping begins as a 
cushion for other problems 
and then it becomes a problem 
in its own right Everybody 
occasionally thinks ‘damn it 
I’m going to buy something 
nice and treat myself. I cer¬ 
tainly have days like that But 
for some people, tots becomes 
a pathological habit" 

What gives shopaholics 
their kicks is the buying 
process itself. “Once they have 
left the shop and got home, the 
possession of goods loses any 
impact or use." Ms Eccles 
says. “What's important is the 
run-up to the decision, the 
challenge of finding that one 
special thing and paying for it 
and the feeling of having 
control over a credit card." 

Lawrence Michaels, a for¬ 
mer addict who spent more 
than £50000 on records and 
clothes, says: “As soon as I got 
home I would hide what I’d 
bought If my wife found it. I’d 
say someone had given it to 
me. Once I’d put it away, f 
wasn’t interested in it any 
more. The thrill came from the 
split second in which I paid for 
it. The excitement passed 
immediately. It was a bit like 
taking a drug." 

Mr Michaels is a rare thing, 
a male shopaholic. According 
to Ms Ecdes. nearly all 
shopaholics are women. 
“Shops are a no-man’s-land 
away from home or work, 
where women with partners 
and families can escape and 
nobody will interfere with 
them." she says. For that 
reason, they prefer to shop 
alone in luxurious department 










Shopaholism is a 
real disorder 
which can lead 
to serious debt 
and misery 


of me and more time off, 1 
wouldn't have to do it would 
!?• He treats me in exactly toe 
same way as when we were 
first married. I just can! get 
him to understand that I've 
changed-1 don't know what to 
do any more." 

Other addicts use shopping 
to give meaning to their lives. 
“They see themselves as ex¬ 
tremely accomplished ‘profes¬ 
sional’ shoppers who can 
always find toe ben pur¬ 
chase." Dr Elliott says. “They 
go on six-hour chases around 
toe stores, noting slight differ¬ 
ences in dresses and materi¬ 
als, comparing prices. 
Shopping is their way of 
developing a self-image mid a 
sense of worth." 

Mary, 58. who works full¬ 
time as an administrator and 
has been married three times, 
describes her shopping as "a 
mission". She is smartly 
dressed and lives in a tasteful¬ 
ly decorated and furnished 


position when “1 was about to become 
what is called 'the guilty party’." 

During toe abdication crisis of 1936, 
Stanley Baldwin, the Prime Minister, 
told Edward VIH that Tory backbench¬ 
ers would not stomach a divorced 
woman as Britain's Queen. He was 
told he had to choose between toe 
twice-divorced American Wallis Simp¬ 
son and the throne. The then Archbish¬ 
op of Canterbury also made it dear he 
would nor crown Edward if he was 
married to Mrs Simpson. 

B ygone days of scandal and 
shame now seem curiously 
archaic, illustrating toe dra¬ 
matic changes ihat have taken place in 
society’s moral values. Although di¬ 
vorce became legal for toe masses in 
1857, only 24 couples took advantage of 
the new freedom that year. By 1911. toe 
annual divorce figure had grown to a 
mere 580 and the rate of increase was 
extremely slow until the first major 
liberalisation in 1937, the Divorce 
Reform Act, when grounds For divorce 
widened from adultery to include 
desertion, cruelty, insanity and unnat¬ 
ural offences by the husband. 

Until J937, proven adultery was the 
only way to gd a divorce and if actual 
adultery could not be stomached, an 
understanding husband could usually 


s The present royal 
J saga is another step 
■ in the breakdown of 
s the divorce taboo, 

: says Joanna Bale 

: fake something with a private detec- 
s rive, a camera, a Brighton hotel bill 
and a prostitute whose only duties 
were to be seen in bed with toe 
1 husband for a few minutes. 
f Proving adultery was expensive, 
embarrassing and carried an enor¬ 
mous social stigma. It was largely the 
preserve of the rich, but not even they 
entered into it lightly. Nevertheless, the 
divorce rate climbed more or less 
continually prompting changes in toe 
law aiming to make it easier for 
couples to split. The figures show that 
each change in toe law has been 
followed by a surge in divorces. 

The rise has been dramatic, even 
without the spectacular upward “blip" 
when thousands of returning Second 
World War servicemen found all was 
not sweetness and light on the home 
front This led to 60,000 divorces in 
1947, and in 1949 legal aid made it 
possible for all classes to divorce. The 


post-war figures sank to 31,000 in 1950 
and then to 23.000 in 1958. but the 
underlying trend was still upwards. 

In 1969. just as toe era of sexual 
liberation and radical lifestyles was 
reaching its peak, a revised Divorce 
Reform Act was bom. allowing divorce 
by consent for 'irretrievable break¬ 
down" of marriage after a two-year 
separation. 

in 1973 there was a further change in 
the law with toe introduction of the 
“quickie" divorce when couples who 
had agreed to split up no longer had to 
appear in court 

By 1993 toe number of divorces hit a 
record 165.000. with 176.000 children 
involved, placing Britain at the top of 
toe European divorce league. Last year 
toe divorce total dropped by 10.000, a 
move hailed by experts at Relate, the 
marriage guidance group, as evidence 
that more couples are realising the 
traumatic effects that breakup has on 
children. Others said it was simply 
that the number of people getting 
married was tailing off. 

At the moment divorce is granted on 
toe basis of irretrievable breakdown. 
After five years, except in very rare 
cases, a divorce is granted automatical¬ 
ly. After a two-year mutual separation, 
a divorce can be granted without the 
need for additional evidence. If evi¬ 


dence of adultery, unreasonable be¬ 
haviour or desertion is provided, a 
“quickie" can be obtained within a few 
months. 

Next year, toe Commons is expected 
to approve toe Divorce Reform Bill 
which proposes that toe only proof 
needed of marriage breakdown should 
be toe passing of one year after one or 
both spouses have formally declared 
the marriage has broken down. Cou¬ 
ples will be encouraged to go to 
mediation sessions with trained coun¬ 
sellors to work out arrangements for 
toe children and financial settlements. 


A bout one in three marriages is 
destined to end in divorce and 
taking into account couples 
cohabiting, any given family has a 
50/50 chance of splitting up. 

Although toe days when divorce was 
rare and shameful are long gone, the 
prospect of the Princess of Wales 
becoming a divorcee will finally oblit¬ 
erate any remaining stigma, particu¬ 
larly in toe minds of many women who 
sympathised with her predicament 
after her revelatory Panorama inter¬ 
view. If the Prince subsequently be¬ 
comes the country's first divorced 
King, then the surge of social accept¬ 
ability will have permeated through to 
the very heart of toe Establishment 

_PETEK MARLQW/MAGNUM 
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stores and resent any contact 
with sales assistants. 

They want to be in their 
own little world of colour, style 
and nice fabrics. And although 
they are very alert to what they 
are doing, they are fairly 
unaware of what is going on 
around them." Ms Earles says. 

“One of the surprise find¬ 
ings of the investigation was 
that a good number of women 
are using shopping as a way of 
exerting pressure, control and 
revenge upon their husbands 
in an unhappy marriage," Dr 
Elliott says. “If the husband 
says Tin working late tonight’, 
toe woman thinks: ‘Well damn 
you. I’m going out shopping'. 

"Often this problem affects 
women in their forties who 
married quite young and 
whose husbands still treat 
them as children. When they 
behave like this, the husbands 
have to take them seriously 
because they are running up 
huge debts." 

Julie. 36, lives in the Mid¬ 
lands. works part-time at a 
local radio station and is 
married to David. 43. a hard¬ 
working doctor. She says: “If I 
think I am being done out of 
weekend trips away because 
my husband is a self-confessed 
workaholic, shopping is a way 
of getting bade at him. ! say 
‘Well, if you took more notice 
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Excitement in store: less fattening than a box chocolates and with fewer side-effects than tranquillisers, shopping can become an addiction 

home. “I’m a very, very fussy ~~ 

shopper," she says. 

“1/ I go into the shop for a 
sweater. I weigh them all up, I 
measure them all out, I can’t 
make up my mind about three 
of the same colour. I bring 
them all home and try them on 
until 2am or 3am until 1 find 
the one that is just right. Then, 
when I've found the right one. 

I have to go back toe next 
morning and buy one of every 
colour. Then they are forgot¬ 
ten. probably just hung up in 
toe wardrobe and never worn. 

“ *W" bought the whole of 
S toe Burberry range — 

I coat, hat, scarf, bag — 

-M- and then that was 
finished," she continues. “But I 
couldn’t settle because my 
mind hadn’t got a mission. I 
have to say that shopping is 
the most important thing in 
my life and gives me a real 
sense of purpose. Although I 
hate the fad that I can’t break 
the habit, if I’m honest I don’t 
want to. Where else would I 
get so much pleasure and 
satisfaction?" 

Mary is not in debt, al¬ 
though she has spent several 
thousand pounds of her sav¬ 
ings in toe past few years to 
pay off credit cards. Dr Elliott 
says shopping is a healthier 
addiction than tranquillisers 
or alcohol and only becomes a 
real problem if debts become 
insurmountable. 

For many, the best cure is 
simply to confess they have a 
problem. “The first thing ad¬ 
dictive shoppers should do is 
discuss their problems, maybe 
with a debt counsellor or 
someone at a Citizens Advice 
Bureau," Ms Ecdes says. “Of¬ 
ten when shopaholics come 
dean, their partners are much 
more sympathetic than they 
expected them to be." She 
advises anyone concerned to 
contact the Oxford investiga¬ 
tion, which can help to put 
addicts in touch with the 
appropriate counsellors. 

There is still a long way to 
go. however, before doctors 
realise that shopping can be as 
addictive as alcohol, overeat¬ 
ing or gambling. "Women are 
expected to shop too much,” 

Ms Ecdes says. “We would be 
worried if we saw a woman 
tippling from the sherry bottle 
or going in and out of casinos. 

But who would give a second 
glance to one who is wander¬ 
ing around town with half a 
dozen carrier bags and a big 
smile on her face?" i 

m Sue r-rlee can be contacted do 
School of Management Studies. 

University of Oxford. The Rad- , 
diffe Infirmary. Woodstock Road, i 
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The star who 
could be 
a menace 

John Grigg on the Princess 
who refuses to abdicate 



T he Queen’s letters to die 
Prince and Princess of 
Wales are somewhat 
reminiscent of the ultimatums 
sent by the Eden Government 
to Egypt and Israel during the 
Suez crisis in 1956. The pur¬ 
ported objective then was to 
“separate the combatants*, 
though the true aim was to 
humiliate Nasser. Egypt and 
Israel were fighting because 
there had been a collusive 
agreement with Britain and 
France that Israel should ad¬ 
vance towards the Suez Canal, 
so providing a pretext for 
Anglo-French intervention. 

In the present situation, the 
Queen's desire (o separate the 
combatants is unquestionably 
genuine. The conflict between 
them has in no way been fom¬ 
ented or exploited by her. Nev¬ 
ertheless, there are disquieting 
analogies. The Princess of 
Wales's Panorama interview, 
and her subsequent change of 
plan about staying at Sand¬ 
ringham for Christmas, 
seemed to have had an effect 
comparable with Nasser's na¬ 
tionalisation of the Suez Canal 
Company. The Queen appears 
to have been provoked into 
sending her letters urging a 
step which the Prince can be 
favours, but to which the 
Princess has very recent¬ 
ly declared herself 
opposed. 

No doubt the 
Queen’s prime 
motive is to end the 
scandal of public 
competition and re¬ 
crimination. with 
all the pain it must 
be causing the cou¬ 
ple’s children and 
all the damage it is 
inflicting on the monarchy. 
But it is also true that the 
Queen has a specific reason 
for wishing to bring about a 
divorce. So long as the mar¬ 
riage is formally in existence, 
the Princess would automa¬ 
tically become Queen if there 
were to be what is politely 
called a demise of the Crown. 
That is a development that the 
Queen and the Prince must be 
at one in wishing to prevent It 
would be difficult enough for 
him to do his job as King with 
his estranged wife appealing 
to multitudes at home and 
abroad as “Queen of Hearts". 
But if she were titular Queen 
as well, his position would be 
scarcely tolerable. 

In her interview, the Prin¬ 
cess said that it was for the 
sake of her sons that she was 
reluctant to contemplate div¬ 
orce. But it is hard to take this 
explanation seriously. If her 
sons* feelings and interests 
had been her top priority, it is 
inconceivable that she could 
have promoted Andrew Mor¬ 
ton’s book, as she now admits 
she did (having denied it at the 
time). It is also inconceivable 
rhat she could have given the 
Panorama interview. 

The public exposure of her 
marital problems was started 
by her, though the Prince dis¬ 
astrously followed her exam¬ 
ple. Not content to leave it at 
that she has now spoken 
directly (no longer by proxy) in 
the most provocative manner. 
Whatever her motives, they 
cannot have much to do with 
the welfare of her sons. 

She is certainly playing 
hard to get rid of. Indeed, she 
must know that she cannot be 
got rid of. in the sense of 
ceasing to count and fading 


She is in a 
position to 
set the 
terms of the 
divorce 


from the scene. She is a star 
personality with an immense¬ 
ly strong position, of which 
she is well aware. If there is to 
be a divorce, she can more or 
less dictate the terms. 

The Queen is seeking to 
force the issue at a very odd 
moment Quite apart from the 
unsuitability of Christmas as a 
time for raising the practical 
implications of a major family 
quarrel, she is challenging the 
Princess at a time when the 
Princess is riding high. Right¬ 
ly or wrongly, the public has 
more sympathy for her than 
for her husband, and her 
Panorama coup, far from 
weakening her. has manifestly 
strengthened her hand. 

if she were to maintain her 
opposition to a divorce, the 
Prince could obtain one now 
only by initiating oourt pro¬ 
ceedings. which he might well 
be unwilling to face. The 
Queen’s authority would then 
have been deployed to no 
immediate effect. If, after all, 
the Princess does agree to a 
divorce now. she is in a 
position to demand not only a 
great deal of money, but 
confirmation of her royal sta¬ 
tus for the rest of her life, 
whether or not she remarries. 

Even then the problem she 
poses will not go away. Div¬ 
orce would rale her 
out as Queen Con¬ 
sort. but would do 
nothing to resolve 
the underlying 
problem, whidi is 
personal rather 
titan constitutional. 

The Princess be¬ 
came a star because 

_ she joined the Royal 

Family, and her star 
quality will always depend, in 
part, upon her royal status. 
But having created her as a 
star, the British monarchy 
cannot now un-create her. AU 
concerned, including particu¬ 
larly the Queen and her Prime 
Ministers (present and future) 
will have to handle her in such 
a way as to mm her star 
quality to good account while 
guarding against the harm 
she is capable of doing. 


D 


esphe her outstanding 
talents, she is a poten¬ 
tial menace, because 
she refuses to act within the 
spirit of the constitution as it 
applies to the Royal Family. 
During the 1936 Abdication 
crisis, Edward VIII — another 
star figure — asked the Prime 
Minister, Baldwin, for permis¬ 
sion to state his case directly to 
the people. Baldwin declined, 
and the King accepted the 
decision and did not broadcast 
until after the Abdication. 

The Princess of Wales is 
different She did not ask for 
permission to make her direct 
appeal, and has no intention of 
“abdicating”. She is prepared, 
if necessary, to divide public 
opinion and so impair one of 
the monarchy* vital functions. 
Some of her remarks on 
Panorama also suggested that 
she was determined to stop her 
husband becoming King. 

Constitutionally, she has no 
power to do this. But there are 
other forms of power that she 
can wield, so long as she re¬ 
tains her hold on the public 
imagination. We can only 
hope that the Queen will live 
and reign for many more 
years, and that meanwhile, 
either the Princess or the 
public view of her will change. 


s 



Only they can decide 


O ne sees with alarm the 
raltying of the old men. 
The Queen's letter on div¬ 
orce has certainly rallied 
them; every old man within reach of a 
microphone could be heard saying 
what a good letter it was. how 
necessary the divorce had become, 
how tittle divorce mattered in terms 
of the constitution or the Church of 
England, how wise it was to bring 
things to a head, and so on. Until I 
heard the old men talking, I might 
have accepted some of these state¬ 
ments of opinion. But then I thought; 
"They have never been right before; 
why should they be right now?" 

Of course, one can have every 
sympathy with the Queen’s position. 
She has had to put up with more than 
enough. When marriages break up. 
people never behave particularly well 
— there is too much pain for that. 
Neither the Prince nor the Princess of 
Wales has behaved well. The Queen, 
who has behaved well herself, has 
suffered: she has also seen her two 
grandsons suffer, and she naturally 
wants to bring that to an end. She has 
to protect the interests of the mon¬ 
archy: the public feud between the 
Prince and Princess has inevitably 
affected public attitudes towards the 
Royal Family. One cannot fault the 
Queen* intentions. It is the possible 
consequences of her letter on which 
she might have had better advice. 

In Ws Dimbleby interview, the 
Prince of Wales implied that he had 
married the Princess only because his 
parents had said that he should. Now 
he receives a letter from his mother, 
who is also his monarch, saying that 
he should divorce his wife, from 
whom he has been separated for 
three years. That puts him in an un¬ 
favourable light. A man who marries 
because his parents tell him to, and 
then, 14 years later, divorces because 
his parents tell him to. does not seem 
to be taking his decisions for himself. 

In her Panorama interview, the 
Princess said that she did not wish to 
be divorced, but that it was a decision 
for her husband. She also accused the 
Palace officials and her husband's 
other friends of ganging up against 
her, an accusation which was immed¬ 
iately confirmed by the blustering 
attack mi her supposed paranoia by 
Nicholas S names on News night. 
Now we have the Queen's letter, 
which urgently demands that there 
be a divorce. Before the Princess has 
replied, on a matter which requires 
some consultation, this is somehow 
leaked to the press. It is reported that 


Was the Queen well-advised to 
write insisting on a divorce? 



the Prince has already agreed, and 
that the Prime Minister and Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury support the 
divorce. The Princess has her own 
solicitor, who seems already to have 
gone on his Christmas holiday, but 
she has been given no official support 
in responding to so crucial a demand. 

Nothing could have done more to 
strengthen the impression the Prin¬ 
cess gave on Panorama of a lonely 
young woman facing all the firepow¬ 
er of die Establishment In fact John 
Major has been genuinely kind to 
her; like the Queen, he has refused to 
join the meet of the Buckingham 
Palace hounds: like 
the Queen, he genu¬ 
inely comes well out 
of a sad business. 

But the impression 
is of the armoured 
division of the Es¬ 
tablishment putting 

down the heroine of _ 

the local resistance. 

After all that has gone before, it is an 
impression that ought to have been 
avoided. The Palace machine did not 
look after the Princess of Wales when 
she was a young wife; it became hos¬ 
tile to her while her marriage was 
breaking up: it still seems hostile to 
her now. That is what she says, and it 
is what most of the public believes. 

There is another reason for concern 
about the form of the Queen's letter. 
Divorce is one of the great evils of our 
time, and one which has hit the Royal 
Family particularly hard. The Queen 
is the monarch of the Church of Eng¬ 
land, which, despite its ambivalence, 
is opposed in principle to divorce. 
The Queen has nothing to gain by 
committing herself to the demand 
that there should be a divorce. She 
appears to be condoning divorce as 
such, [t might have been wiser, 
whatever was said in private, to leave 
the public decision entirely to her son. 

The Prince has responded to his 
wife’s expression of doubt about 
whether he would ever become King 
by letting it be known that he does not 
intend to remarry. He is committing 
himself to put the Crown first That is 
wise, because the future of his 
relationship with Mrs Parker Bowles 
would inevitably have become the 
subject of endless damaging gossip 
and speculation. If he had decided to 


Rees~Mogg 


marry her, that would have been 
controversial, and it is a controversy 
the Crown can well do without 

The sad thing is that the Royal 
Family needed the very different 
qualities of the Prince and Princess. 
In retrospect quite apart from the 
other difficulties of their marriage, 
their temperaments were very differ¬ 
ent perhaps too far apart for them to 
live easily together whatever their 
station in life had been. He is a 
serious-minded, conscientious, some¬ 
what in travelled man. with intellec¬ 
tual tastes. She is also serious- 
minded, but in a much more extro¬ 
verted way. per¬ 
haps just as clever 
as him, both quick 
and bright-minded 
but not at all intel¬ 
lectual in her tastes. 
If they had both 
been born in ordi- 
- - — nary middle-class 

families, one can 
imagine that he might have ended up 
as a senior and respected academic, 
and she might have built up her own 
business, perhaps in the world of 
fashion. She would have been a 
success. They would certainly not 
have married. 

Royalty needs his qualities, just 
as the Royal Family benefited from 
similar attributes when Albert was 
Prince Consort Seriousness is a good 
thing in princes; an interest in ideas is 
a good thing too. and perhaps a rath¬ 
er rare one. The British monarchy 
has too often shown the cheerful in¬ 
difference to things of the mind of the 
early Georges. Yet relatively intro¬ 
verted inieUectuais find it easier to 
win respect than to reach for the 
hearts of the people. Thai has been 
the gift of the Princess, as it has 3lso 
been of Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother. Both of them are remarkable 
women who know how to play the 
crowd, having both real warmth and 
histrionic skills. 

As he is going to be King, it is 
Prince Charles whose future life will 
te most significant in historical 
terms. He has brought more of his 
troubles on himself than he would 
like to admit, but that is true of most 
people. He made, no doubt, the initial 
big mistake of the marriage, as was 
shown by his fatal slip when he spoke 


about love — “whatever that means". 
His friends have allowed themselves, 
almost unforgivably, to form a hostile 
group against his wife. He should 
have put a stop to that But he is a 
man of real virtues and character, 
and will serve the nation welL 

Perhaps it is natural for the 
Princess to doubt his capacity for 
kingship, but 1 do not think the public 
doubt it. Nor would the public think 
it fair to Prince William to pass the 
monarchy straight cm to him from his 
grandmother. He will have some 
psychological convalescence to go 
through as well. I think that Prince 
Charles's personal standing may well 
start to recover when he has put the 
divorce behind him. That is the best 
thing about forcing the issue now; as 
he grows older, he may well grow 
more popular. 

The Queen has been a wonderfully ; 
good Queen, foil of a sense of duty 
and honour, an admirable person 
whose qualities the public rightly ad¬ 
mires. She has been put in an intol¬ 
erable position, and there can be no 
human criticism for her wishing to 
resolve it. The trouble is that it cannot 
be resolved from outside by anybody, 
not even by her. There are decisions 
to be made, and they can be made 
only by the people immediately 
responsible for them, that is by the 
Prince and Princess of Wales. The 
Prince has to take his own decisions 
and be seen to take them. If he had 
derided that he wanted a divorce, the 
Princess would have had to deride on 
what terms she was prepared to 
agree to it; in working that out, she 
should have been given tire fullest 
official support, which even now does 
not seem to be provided. 

The Princess of Wades herself is, as 
she said on Panorama, not going to 
go away. She is the mother of the heir 
to the throne; for better or worse, she 
is an international superstar on the 
scale of Jackie Kennedy; she is now a 
smart and at times ruthless public 
operator like most women, site has 
an unforgiving side to her nature, 
and has been given plenty of injuries 
not to forgive; she has compassion, 
warmth, glamour, shrewdness, cal¬ 
culation and strength. She will con¬ 
tinue to have her public, whether or 
nor she has a satisfactory public rede. 
Both tile Prince and the Princess of 
Wales are indeed tragic and injured 
figures in their own ways, but only 
they can resolve the drama in which 
they are involved. They still have to 
settle their own destinies, she hers, 
and he his. 


Beeb boob 


THERE HAS been little sign 
of festive cheer at the BBC between 
the Corporation’s Chairman, Mar- 
maduke Hussey, and its Director- 
Genera], John Birt. Hussey was 
conspicuously absent from Birt* 
extravagant Christmas party, one 
of an endless series of BBC bashes 
held at the taxpayers’ expense in 
the council chamber of the Corpo¬ 
ration* White City headquarters. 

His absence was galling enough, 
but to add to Birt* woes Hussey 
was the fife and soul at another 
bash in the council chamber, held 
this week by Birt* deputy. Bob 
Phillis. 

Guests at Bin's party included 
Lords Callaghan and Runde as 
well as some whose best years are 
behind them, such as Professor 
Eric Hobsbawm, the Marxist his¬ 
torian. Phillis pulled in a bunch 
which included Prince Edward 
(sporting a “Prince Edward" name- 
tag), Charles Anson and David 
Puttnam as well as Hussey. “Bob* 
party guests were a cut above 
John*." said an insider. 

Relations between But and 
Hussey have been strained for 
some time. Hie Chairman and his 
board of governors censured the 
DG after the law courts banned the 


BBC from screening an interview 
with John Major just before the 
local elections in the spring. And 
Hussey, whose wife. Lady Susan, 
is a lady-in-waiting to the Queen, 
was fearfully embarrassed by the 
Panorama interview with the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales. 

9 Anybody who marries a god¬ 
daughter of the Queen needs to 




mug up on royal protocol, as 

Jeremy Brudenell discovered when ■ ■■ .— ■ 

he was courting his wife, Edwina 
Hicks, who is grand-daughter of A QP11Y 
the late Earl Mountbatten. Prior 1 m 
ft) her 18th birthday party , Jeremy 
kept practising "Good evening'. 

Ma'am" in anticipation of meet¬ 
ing Her Majesty, and clearly 
overdid it. “When I got to Prince 
Philip , I gave a bow and said 
‘Good evening. Ma'am' to him too. 

I didn't dare look up to see his 
reaction " he told the sycophantic 
glossy Hellol 


Borg wound up his design label 
some years ago, but a Stockholm 
businessman. Anders Amborger, 
bought the licence to use his name 
and now one of Scandinavia's most 
popular undergarment lines is 
over here. The “young and sporty" 
outfits are being promoted by pho¬ 
tographs of naked Swedes frolick¬ 
ing in the snow. 

“Bjorn will be over in the new 
year for a party at the shop," says 
Amboreer. “We aim to uncover 
one of the myths about the Swedes 
— we do wear underwear.” 


"Does the Queen of Hearts 
stiU count as royalty?* 


Second serve 

BJORN BORG is bouncing back. 
After a glorious tennis career fol¬ 
lowed by mixed success as a busi¬ 
nessman. he is now big in knic¬ 
kers. A Bjom Borg underwear 
store has opened in Chelsea. 


THE PRINCE and Princess of 
Wales will join a select band of 
royal divorcees if their separation 
is formalised. Only three Prin¬ 
cesses of Wales failed to become 
Queen; Joan the Fair Maid of Kent, 
wife of the Black Prince, who died a 
lingering death before he could 
take the throne; Clementina, 
whose husband James Stuart (the 
Old Prerender) was exiled after the 
Glorious Revolution: and Augusta, 
who watched Frederick, son of 
George II, die from pleurity, after 
being hit by a cricket ball, before he 
could succeed. 

Furthermore, George I, the last 
divorced man to take rhe throne, 
took mistresses while still living in 
Hanover but immediately incar- 



Imran and Jemima: out dubbing 


cerated his wife. Sophia Dorothea, 
when he heard of her adultery. 


Khan do 


THAT ageing sex symbol of the 
cricket world, Imran Khan, was up 
to his old tricks in the early hours 
yesterday. He took his new and 
beautiful wife Jemima to a disco. 
Along with Liz Hurley and her pal 
Henry Brocklehurst (Hugh Grant 
was nowhere to be seen), the glam¬ 


orous couple pitched up at Monte* 
nightclub in Sloane Street. All four 
had enjoyed supper together at a 
restaurant close by. They arrived 
with other friends after 1 am in two 
limousines, at the dub where the 
Prince of Wales’s skiing friend 
Tara Palmer-Tompkinson threw a 
party last week. There were uncon¬ 
firmed reports that the former 
cricketer showed his prowess on 
the dancefloor. 


PHS 


Philip 




■ itey may not: 
fly, but they 

,do - f "- 

W hal 3o youaspect Horn 
Christmas, what you get is*. 

cute voice squeaking. The epqn^ 
ymonshero’s.pensonal pig-train¬ 
er for the film used 48 piglets nr 
shifts ofrsix, because they kept 
on growing out ofjftie role- He 
motivated them with bri bes o f 
food. Once one little pig* 
ach was fuff, he h3d to call up. 
an undersnorter. Uncaa©ruau-: : 
ty, they were all femaleafguts; to. 
swine and City jargon), as is 
obvious when they, turn away 

from, the camera. The camera,. 
and probably the townee viewer, 
zoomed in on the wilhes and;, 
dangling parts. Dog looks up to 
man. Cat looks down on him. 
The pig is the only animal that 
looks him straight in the eye as 
an equal, pfg to pig. 

The film is charming. The ani¬ 
mal behaviour and elocution are - 
miraculous. Babe is sentimental 
where the book was dry, and 
such interpolations bjr the 
screenhackers as a trio of sing¬ 
ing mice are twee Disney whim¬ 
sy. The setting has been re¬ 
moved from the hard North 
Yorkshire dales to a candy¬ 
floss mid-Atlantic Arcadia, 
though this is happily named 
Kingsmith County. 

F or the original text. The 
Sheep-Pig, was by Dick 
King-Smith, and it is one 
of the ten best stories for 
children ever written. The other 
nine include The Jungle Books, 
The Hobbit, Genesis, Puck of 
Pook's Hill, the Alices (whore 
Freudian ambiguities are better 
appreciated by adults), and 
Charlotte’s Web, which is also 
about a piglet escaping the 
common fete of pigs. 

For the pig is the unlikely hero 
of the hour. Christmas television 
is littered with them. In Alan 
Bennett* A Private Function 
last night pig was the dandes 
tine agent of the plot in ration- 
stricken- Britain. Coming up 
from the back of the schedule sty 
..are Leon the Pig Farmer (nice 
Jewish boy discovers he is de¬ 
scended from a long line of. 
Howards or Hogwaids), The 
Hour of the Pig (pig on trial for 
murder), the large Blade in 
Wodehouse’s Heavy Weather, 
and Animal Farm (Snowball 
Squealer nnd Napoleon star in 
the pig as natural Stalinist). 

From Pigling Bland and Miss 
Pettitoes to Pinky and Perky and 
Roald Dahl* evil Pig, they also 
serve literature who only stand 
and swilL Although they did not 
make it to the manger at Bethle¬ 
hem. pigs have more than trot- 
on parts in the Bible. The sui¬ 
cidal Gadarene swine learnt 
that Christ was no animal rights 
zealot, and the Prodigal Sot’s 
envy of the husks that the swine 
did eat inspired pig-ment from 
Poussin to Murillo. Andre Gide 
and Darius Milhaud collaborat¬ 
ed in a weak for voices and 
orchestra about the prodigal 
among the swine Prokofiev 
used the story for a ballet, 
Ptmchielli for an opera. 

T he fashion for the Viet¬ 
namese Pot-Bellied Pig as 
a pet has brought fresh, 
acrimony to celebrity divorce. 
Pigs play their part in the first 
romance of literature, as the ob¬ 
vious cretures for wicked witch¬ 
es to turn human bongs into. 
And when Odysseus finally gets 
home after 20 years, where does 
he go to find out what has been 
going on? To the pip and their 
faithful pigman, of course:' 
There is also the first sympathe¬ 
tic portrait of dog as man* sec¬ 
ond best friend rather than scav¬ 
enger of battlefield bodies. Tfiir-. 
ty centuries on. Babe repeats 
tins primal theme of faithful dog' 
and the serm-humanpig .''~ 1 
When Waiter Scott wants. ®. 
create a medieval atmosphere, 
he brings on. swineherds-and 
swine, m unching ihe mast of the 
forest trees, Mythology is! rich 
with pigs, as monstrous-beasts 
to be slain as a test or to give a 
hero. a Freudian wound with 
their tusks. .'Romulus, and Re¬ 
mus may have been sodded by a 
wolf, suitably for the future 
cruelty of their dty. but Jupiter 
was suckled by a pig. There is 
Gravesian archetypal symbol¬ 
ism about the fertility of the pig ( - 
and the lesson he taught men 
about turning up the earth for 
food. 

Now that nitrogen-enhanced 
grain-fanning is so prolific, 
there is more land available for 
pigs. It is a pleasure to see them 
rootling and wallowing outside 
their tittle cabins in the open air 
again, instead of caged in dark 
factories. And, because of the 
BSE scare, pork, prices ihtive 
readied their highest peak 1 for 
years. There is more to .a'pig 
than roast park with craddmg 
and apple sauce! But there is not 
much that is better. The Sheep- 
Pig is. 
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ROYAL WISDOM 

The Queen has set an example to the Prince and Princess ■ 


Wien the Princess of Wales demanded 
clarity” about the future of her marriage 
last month, she can scarcely have imagined 
mat it.would be so decisively produced. The 
Queen’s letters to her eldest son and his wife, 
urging them to press ahead with divorce as 
s«m as possible, have ended the futile stand¬ 
off between die royal couple. Her action 
heralds a potentially civilised end to their 
festering disagreement, ft was a brave, wise 
and firm act, worthy of a long-serving and 
beloved monarch. 

In her interview with BBC’s Panorama. 
the Princess said that she would await her 
husband’s judgment on whether they should 
divorce. The Prince has now indicated that 
he agrees with his mother’s advice that a 
settlement should be reached sooner rather 
than later. Yesterday he went further, 
announcing that he had no intention of 
remarrying. There may be fresh uncertain¬ 
ties ahead. But the constitutional landscape 
has not looked so settled since the separation 
of the Prince and Princess was announced 
three years ago. 

Those who believe that the Queen’s 
intervention was an act of vengeance against 
her daughter-in-law should think again. 
They should consider what it costs a mother 
to write formally to her son and his wife to 
advise them to divorce. The Queen has 
watched three of her children suffer failed 
marriages. For Her Majesty to tackle the 
problem of the Prince and Princess as she 
did was an act of immense courage. It has 
made possible an end to the sparring 
between the two — a process of attack and 
counter-attack which could have continued 
indefinitely. Last year, the Prince admitted 
that he had committed adulteiy. Last month, 
the Princess said she too had been unfaithful 
and insinuated that she considered her 
husband unfit to rule. It will no longer be so 
easy for this public squabble to continue. 


The moral gauntlet has been thrown before 
the Prince and Princess, in the interests of 
the monarchy and the realm. 

The Prince has made his position dear. 
He wants a divorce now. But he has indica¬ 
ted his preparedness to forswear personal 
happiness in the interests of constitutional 
peace. This would be a sacrifice of no small 
proportions. His estranged wife must now 
consider her options. The lawyers on both 
sides have already gone to work. What 
matters most is that her children’s interests 
are safeguarded and that she finds her own 
role in the life of the nation. If she decides 
upon a swift divorce, it is vital that the case 
never go to court For the sake of the 
institution and also for that of their children, 
it must be resolved with the minimum of 
foss and as much dignity as can be salvaged 
from such a tragic misfortune. That implies 
public reticence on both sides. 

As to the ambassadorial role which the 
Princess covets, the wheels of government 
are already turning. Divorced or not, the 
Princess remains one of the Royal Family’s 
international assets. She should be free to 
employ her talents to the fullest extent, 
without reproach or recrimination. She 
wants to serve the nation, and should be 
allowed to do so. 

The Princess is entitled to postpone her 
decision for a while but should not delay too 
long. The support of the Prime Minister and 
the Archbishop of Canterbury for the 
Queen’s letter was highly significant They 
have reflected a general desire for resolu¬ 
tion. for an end to this unhappy royal 
chapter. The fairy-tale marriage long ago 
went sour. It has withered into something 
sad and unforgiving, offering sensation to 
millions and joy to no one. The Queen has 
offered the prospect of a release. The hand 
she has stretched out should be grasped with 
gratitude and relief. 


LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 


The future of Christ’s birthplace 
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The tumultuous celebrations in Bethlehem 
that greeted the withdrawal of Israeli troops 
yesterday will continue throughout Christ¬ 
mas — the first that the Palestinians in the 
holy city have celebrated after 28 years of 
Israeli occupation. Until only a few days 
ago, the promised pullout was on hold, 
pending the completion of a road to a nearby 
Israeli settlement The delay provoked 
accusations that the Israelis were delib¬ 
erately stalling in order to spoil the 
Palestinians’ Christmas. Keenly aware of 
the danger of provoking fresh bitterness, the 
Israelis hastened to complete the road and 
pull out their troops on time. Their 
withdrawal is one of the most hopeful signs 
that the spirit of reconciliation is to be the 
guiding principle of the Peres Government 

Not all Jews share the Prime Minister's 
determination to fufil his country’s promises 
under the Middle East peace accords. A 
former Chief Rabbi has issued the emotive 
order to all Israelis, including soldiers, to 
“rend their clothes” in a sign of ritual 
mourning. He and other right-wingers view 
the withdrawal as “Judaea in its destruc¬ 
tion”, a betrayal, they believe, of the Jewish 
right to the lands of Judea and Samaria. The 
controversial decrees underline the deep 
split in Israeli society that the peace process 
is now engendering — a split that will be 
revealed in all its bitterness when, and if, 
more of the murky details of the assassina¬ 
tion of Yitzhak Rabin come to light during 
the trial next month of Yigal Amir, the self- 
confessed assassin. 

The Israeli pullout is a visible change. 
Another less obvious exodus, however, has 
been chan g in g the little town for more than a 
generation: the emigration of its Christians. 
For nearly two thousand years Bethelem 
had been a centre of Christianity in the 


Middle East until 1950 the Christians were 
still the dominant majority. Elias Freij. the 
far-sighted and moderate Mayor, is himself 
a Christian who has upheld the rights of all 
Bethlehem’s inhabitants, Christian and 
Muslim, during the difficult years of occ¬ 
upation. Now. however, he is a lone voice. 
Family by family, the Christians have left — 
for Australia, the United States and Latin 
America, where the Greek Orthodox, Greek 
Catholic, Roman Catholic, Protestant and 
Maronite Arabs have sought new homes. 

The pattern is being repeated all over the 
region. The ancient Christian churches are 
empty, the famous families dispersed and 
the Christian presence, once sizeable in 
Syria, Iraq, Jordan and Palestine, is now 
down to a mere 2 or 3 per cent of the 
population. The reasons range from the loss 
of privilege by families who once exercised 
huge influence in business and politics, to 
the determination to get ahead by Western- 
orientated young people and the growing 
pressure of Islamic fundamentalism. 

Tensions between Muslims and Chris¬ 
tians in the region are growing, exacerbated 
by the long Lebanese dvil war. the 
Palestinian intifada, the rise of Islamic 
radicalism and the assumption by the 
outside world that the Arab world is 
uniformly Muslim. Moderate Muslims 
regret the exodus: Christianity has long 
shaped the region: indeed, the founders of 
tile Arab nationalist movement during the 
Ottoman Empire were Christians. No one 
wants Befhehem to be the museum site of a 
vanished faith. Only a living, indigenous 
Christian community can keep alive the 
cradles of the faith — a community whose 
contribution is all the more valuable now 
that Palestinians have a chance to run their 
own affairs. 


BODY POLITICS 



Ways to improve the human form 



“You are wonderful!” gushes the advertise¬ 
ment for a private healthcare company, 
extolling the myriad design features of the 
human body. Extraordinary as the engineer¬ 
ing of veins, bones, brain cells and taste 
buds may be, the mechanism seems to 
improve frustratingly slowly. If the human 
body were a car, it would have been honed 
almost to perfection by now: rarefy breaking 
down, bristling with extras, and equipped 
with an onboard computer. As it is, we have 
to wail hundreds of thousands of years for 
evolution to take its course. 

But what if a “mark 2 human genome” 
could be brought into being? After all, 
prototypes always suffer from design faults; 
they could surely be ironed out in sub¬ 
sequent versions. This week’s issue of the 
British Medical Journal proffers a second 
draft of God’s cosmic -design. Second 
children should be bom first as thty are less 
likely to die and benefit-from more 
experienced parents. Children should be 
born to grandparents, who have more time, 
patience, money and practice. The brain 
should be located in the chest where it 
would be better protected, and our eyes 
should protrude from the shoulders on 
retractable stalks like those of snails. Next to 
them on the right shoulder should be an 
area which. changes colour according to 
sexual receptiveness: rape could then be 
redefined as crashing a red fight 
.TO worrf designed parts of the human, 

body are those used for reproduction. Most ^ 

■ '■ 


women would come up with an instant 
checklist: painless childbirth, nausea-free 
pregnancy, less frequent menstruation and 
— like other animals — predictable fertile 
times. Men would be relieved to have the 
more vulnerable parts of their anatomy 
hidden in a safer place. 

But there are many other functions that 
seem to serve ho useful purpose. First, you 
could abolish the appendix. Next, invent a 
switch that makes hair and nails grow only 
when you want them to. Baldies could 
re thatch; men could save years of their life 
by not shaving. Metabolisms ought be tune¬ 
able to suit the appetites of their host bodies. 

Ask any child how the human body could 
be improved and the answers are fascinat¬ 
ingly similar. Eyes in the back of your head, 
or able to see round comers or in the dark: 
super-sensitive ears that can detect a 
whisper from a hundred paces. But while we 
could each individually benefit from en¬ 
hanced senses, do we want others to 
overhear our secret conversations or look 
through our curtains? The best enhance¬ 
ment for the human race as a whole would 
be a halving in our size. At a stroke, we 
would need less food and water, smaller 
houses and cars, fewer natural resources 
and less space. Armed with a gun, man no 
longer needs his size to protect himself 
against natural predators. As Hugo Brown 
suggests in the BMJ, "downsizing” Is “a 
small price to pay for saving humankind 
from itself". 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Taking a look beyond the violence and riots of Brixton 


From Mr Lee Jasper and others 

Sir. We. members of a group of 
Asians, blacks and Jews, are concern¬ 
ed at the way in which the recent 
events in Brixton have been reported 
in most media. 

The immense sense of anger and 
frustration felt by the black and Asian 
communities is largely ignored. By 
our calculations, the death of Wayne 
Douglas (reports. December 14.15.21. 
later editions) brings to 52 the number 
of black men who have died in police 
custody since 1984. They have been 
mainly young men. none yet even 
charged with any offence. 

. In none of these cases has any indiv¬ 
idual police officer been charged, des¬ 
pite some cases in which coroner's 
courts have returned verdicts of un¬ 
lawful killing. No officers have been 
reprimanded and no apologies made. 

During the last ten years at least 
£4 million of taxpayers' money has 
been used for out-of-court settlements 
of claims, mainly by black men. for 
wrongful arrests, assaults and plant¬ 
ing of drugs. All payments were made 
at the very last moment in cases 
brought against the pob*- following 
earlier cases against the alleged sus¬ 
pects that were thrown out for lack of. 
or contradictory, evidence. 

Particularly disturbing for mem¬ 
bers of the British black community is 
the sense of a different response to 
murders of black people compared to 
white. A string of cases seem to have 
been pursued by the police with little 
vigour when the victims were black, 
compared to the rapid arrest, charg¬ 
ing and conviction after the tragic 
death of the young white boy, Richard 
Everitt (report, October 6). 

None of this background justifies 
incitement to violence. It does suggest 
the need for an immediate indepen¬ 
dent investigation. 

Yours. 

LEE JASPER. 

YASMFN AUBHA1-BROWN. 

JUNE JACOBS, 

Black-Jewish Forum. 

33 Seymour Race. Wj. 

December 21. 

From Mr John Booth 

Sir, The reference by Councillor 
Elphicke. in his letter of December 20. 
to the “failure" by Brixton Challenge 


Future of institute 

From the Minister of State. 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Sir. Far from being “uncompromis¬ 
ing" on the future of the Common¬ 
wealth Institute, as Derek Ingram 
and others allege in their letter of Dec¬ 
ember 19,- the Foreign and Common¬ 
wealth Secretary has made dear to the 
institute's governors, most recently at 
their annual general meeting on Dec¬ 
ember 5, that he wants the institute 
both to remain open and to be better 
used. 

Further FCO funds will be available 
in 1996-97 to ensure that the institute's 
highly successful Commonwealth ed¬ 
ucation and library programmes con¬ 
tinue and that its conference operation 
will further expand and raise increas¬ 
ed revenue. 

So far. regrettably, the institute has 
not attracted sponsorship at a level 
sufficient to redevelop all Common¬ 
wealth galleries. The effort to attract 
sponsorship will continue, with the 
strongest support from the Govern¬ 
ment 

In a press release on December 5, 
the institute’s chairman, said: 

We are encouraged that the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office has decided to con¬ 
tinue its support for the Institute while re¬ 
viewing our activities. This will allow cru¬ 
cial negotiations with other funding part¬ 
ners for the redevelopment of the exhibition 
galleries to continue. 

This is the right way to tackle the 
challenges fadng the institute and we 
will continue to work dosely with its 
chairman and staff. 

Yours sincerely, 

CHALKER of WALLASEY. 

Foreign & Commonwealth Office. 
Whitehall, SW1. 

December 20. 


Rural buildings 

From the Administrator, the North 
East Scotland Preservation Trust 

Sir, The President of the Country 
Landowners Assodation (letter. Dec¬ 
embers) makes a plea for the sensitive 
handling of redundant rural build¬ 
ings. particularly those which are 
listed. 

One of the concerns of this trust, 
and no doubt others similarly placed, 
is over the use of redundant buildings. 
A landowner faced with the problem 
of a redundant building should con¬ 
tact his local authority and seek the 
name of rhe nearest budding preser¬ 
vation trust — most counties in Eng¬ 
land and all regions of Scotland have 
one — with a request for a feasibility 
study to be carried out 
I am sure that my colleagues in the 
building preservation trust movement 
would be more than happy to look at 
the possibilities of new uses for old 
buildings — certainly in the north of 
Scotland this seems to be practically 
the only way in which buildings of 
architectural or historic character can 
be preserved for the future. 

Yours sincerely. 

ROBERT CHALMERS. 

North East Scotland 
Preservation Trust, 

6 Bon Accord Square, Aberdeen. 
December 12. 


to encourage local entrepreneurs and 
business start-ups. Ls less than fair. 

Brixton Challenge was set up in 
1993 (not 19S5) in order to manage a 
five-year regeneration programme for 
the Brixton area, with core fending of 
a E37J5 million “city challenge" gov¬ 
ernment grant, [t has already invested 
over £78 million of combined public 
and private-sector finance into envir¬ 
onmental improvements, crime pre¬ 
vention and control initiatives, new 
housing, training, small businesses, 
retail and commercial development, 
new entertainment, community and 
leisure facilities and healthcare. 

As a vital part of this programme 
we have supported about 120 new 
business start-ups, undertaken exten¬ 
sive refurbishment of small business 
premises, allocated grants for im¬ 
provements (o local shopfronts, set up 
a business support centre and given 
funds for community businesses. 

This programme will continue, in 
collaboration with other local regener¬ 
ating agencies. Events such as those 
last week cannot be ignored, but we 
must not lose sight of the long-term re¬ 
generation plan that will enhance the 
everyday lives of those who live, work 
in and visit Brixton and which will at¬ 
tract further investment The future of 
Brixton has not “gone up in smoke", 
as Councillor Elphicke puts it. 

Yours etc, 

JOHN BOOTH 
(Chair). 

Brixton Challenge Company Ltd. 

444 Brixton Road. SW9. 

December 20. 

From Mrs Annabel Geddes 

Sir. In 1971. then aged 32.1 was seek¬ 
ing premises in London in which to set 
up an innovative tourist enterprise. 
The premises 1 found were in Tooley 
Street. SE1. and belonged to British 
Rail: they were totally derelict — no 
electricity, water or drainage — and 
had been empty since 1966. 

Over the next four years 1 received 
nothing but sympathetic help from 
the National Westminster Bank, to 
whom I had applied for capital, the ’ 
district surveyor, the artists, designers 
and builders whom we commission¬ 
ed. and from the British Rail Properly 
Board, which allowed us long rent- 
free periods whilst we tried to get 
going. 


Rail privatisation 

From Mr Roland Hummerston 

Sir. Whatever the future under priva¬ 
tisation (report and leading article, 
December 16). the level of rail services 
provided in many parts of the country 
has already been reduced during the 
current year. My local line, for exam¬ 
ple, has seen a reduction from a half 
hourly service to Cambridge to one 
train an hour for much of the off-peak 
period. 

In addition, the level of service has 
been reduced on some rural services 
by a reduction in seating capacity 
from a multiple unit to a single-coach 
train. 

Yet again passengers are being de¬ 
terred from using the railways by the 
imposition of the latest exorbitant and 
arbitrary fare increase. It seems be¬ 
yond doubt that the principle of frag¬ 
mentation and the regime imposed by 
the Government relating to the leas¬ 
ing of rolling stock do not serve the in¬ 
terests of the rail user as well as an in¬ 
tegrated national rail network, and 
will not provide the better services we 
are promised. 

Yours faithfully. 

R. HUMMERSTON, 

11 Lansdowne Court Church fields, 
Broxboume. Hertfordshire. 

December 18. 

From Mr John B. Harris 

Sir. I travelled north by train last 
week, buying my ticket the previous 
day. I had to go on the 8.30am so I 
could not take advantage of the 
reduced fare, which applies only from 
9.30am. 


Barbie and the boys 

From Ms Lucy Lloyd 

Sir. Nigella Lawson in her article on 
Barbie of December 12, “What Barbie 
tells us about ourselves" described 
her daughter’s thrilled acceptance of a 
doll. What we should remember is 
that little boys love dolls, too. But if 
they want a doll they usually have to 
steal one from their sister or play - 
mate. 

My 2b -year-old loves his big sister's 
Barbies. When I asked a relative to 
give him a doll for Christmas, she 
cringed and said “Would a teddy be 
all right instead?". Yet we want our 
boys to grow into loving and caring 
men able to share the care of their 
home and children. 

Playing is learning for life. Let boys 
have dolls. They can still be “rowdy 
males". 

Yours sincerely, 

LUO' LLOYD 
(Information and 
Development Officer), 

Daycare Trust 4 Wild Court WC2. 
December 12. 


Business letters, page 23 
Sports letters, page 31 


Wife the postal delays that often 
occur a! Ibis time of year, it is useful, 
where possible, for letters to be faxed 
to 0171-782 5046. Please give contact 
telephone numbers. 


In 1975 we opened the enterprise to 
the public, bringing hundreds, and 
later thousands of people io Tooley 
Street. After initial shock, the neigh¬ 
bouring businesses tidied themselves 
up and painted their gates: the nearby 
riverside stretch was bought and 
smart hospitals and restaurants built 
Tooley Street is now almost posh! 

Councillor Elphicke is so right 
Young entrepreneurs, given good ad¬ 
vice and support, can truly transform 
an area, employ more people, encour¬ 
age even more. Twenty-five years ago 
we were not overwhelmed with paper¬ 
work and tax implications: we just got 
on with iL There was a sense of unre¬ 
strained adventure. No longer so, 
alas. 

Yours sincerely. 

ANNABEL GEDDES 
(Founder. The London Dungeon). 
Gaston Manor. Tisbury. Wiltshire. 
December 20. 

From Mr John Adewole 

Sir. In the main shopping areas of 
Brixton perhaps 80 per cent of ail busi¬ 
nesses are in the hands of people who 
are not Africans or Caribbeans. In 
contrast, the shopping precinct in Chi¬ 
natown. Soho, is almost all Chinese 
owned and managed; and the same is 
true for Asian businesses in Southall. 
It is this lack of economic empower¬ 
ment which continues to cause resent¬ 
ment among the African/Caribbean 
population in Brixton. 

Forty-eight hours after the riot, 
within the grandiose portals of Lam¬ 
beth town hall, the voluntary sector 
committee met to impose swingeing 
cuts on services which primarify affect 
African /Caribbean groups and peo¬ 
ple. Fourteen years after Lord Justice 
Scarman's report those who in the 
main were making these decisions did 
not include a single African or Carib¬ 
bean representative. 

May I respectfully suggest that un¬ 
til political and economic empower¬ 
ment of African and Caribbean peo¬ 
ples are given top priority. Brixton 
will always remain an area of over¬ 
policing and violent street crime. 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN ADEWOLE 
(Artistic Director). 

Zuriya Theatre Company. 

53 Lambeth Walk. SE11. 


I overslept and had to go on the 
930. On showing my ticket to the col¬ 
lector he told me that 1 was liable for 
£12 penalty and E5 reissue charge for 
using the wrong ticket. 

With a mixture of grovelling and 
belligerence I persuaded him to rake 
no action. But that was the rule. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN B. HARRIS, 

15 Chartwell House, 

12 Ladbroke Terrace. Wll. 

December 14. 

From MrD.P. Jeffcock 

Sir, On November 30 the cost of an 
all-in day return to London, including 
bus and Tube travel was El4.35. 

Yesterday we were told this ticket 
was no longer available. The rail jour¬ 
ney alone cost £12.95 and with a E2 re¬ 
turn Tube fare on top of this, there¬ 
fore, it is impossible to maintain that 
rail privatisation is not increasing the 
price of travel. 

Yours etc, 

DAVID JEFFCOCK, 

Wellington House. Captains Row. 
Lymington, Hampshire. 

December 15. 

From Mr Trevor Taylor 

Sir. One problem with the railways is 
that we regard them in the same way 
as our churches. We presume they 
will still be there on the rare occasions 
when we wish to use them. 

Yours fahhfeUy. 

T. W. TAYLOR, 

80 St Philip's Road. Cambridge. 
December 16. 


Quaker school dispute 

From Mr Andrew Clark 

Sir. The reference to the "Eton of the 
Middle East" in Michael Binyon’s re¬ 
port on Brummana High School in 
Lebanon (December 1) was mislead¬ 
ing. 

In Lebanon the majority of educa¬ 
tion is privately organised and since 
1S76 Brummana High School has 
sought to serve the local community, 
giving a liberal education at afford¬ 
able fees, or with bursaries. 

Both Lebanese and internationally 
recognised qualifications need to be 
taught in an atmosphere of tolerance 
and humanity: it is this that the 
wealthy also found attractive. Signifi¬ 
cantly no member of the existing man¬ 
agement committee has sent his child¬ 
ren to Brummana. 

The fears and rumours about ap¬ 
propriation and disposal of the school 
by “a small group of former pupils" 
arise largely from their refusal to re¬ 
turn the property to the Quaker edu¬ 
cational mission which owns it. We 
would dearly love this sad dispute to 
be resolved. The Lebanese Minister of 
Education proposed a solution to both 
parties on September 6 which only the 
Quaker side accepted. 

Yours faithfully. 

ANDREW C. CLARK 
(General Secretary, 

Quaker Peace & Service). 

Friends House. Bust on Road. NW|. 
December 18. 


Time to reflect on 
‘no fault’ divorce 

From the Right Reverend 
Lord Habgood 

Sir. It would appear from your recent 
correspondence (letters, November 2. 
7,11.17: December 12,13) that there is 
still much confusion on the subject of 
no-fault divorce. 1 suspect it is the la¬ 
bel "no fault" which causes more 
problems than the actual procedure 
proposed in the Family Law Bill. 

It might be helpfoi. therefore, to dis¬ 
tinguish between the reasons for di¬ 
vorce. which almost always entail 
fault by one or both of the parties, and 
the grounds on which divorce should 
be granted, namely irretrievable 
breakdown. 

Matrimonial offences may be 
among the main reasons for break¬ 
down but. if the breakdown is not 
complete, only a very superficial view 
of marriage would hold that an of¬ 
fence by itself is a sufficient ground for 
divorce. The point at issue is how a 
couple cope when an offence has been 
committed, not whether a single ac¬ 
tion is all that is needed to break a 
marriage. 

Estimates of fault may. and in my 
opinion should, play a psut in the pro¬ 
cess of agreeing any settlement. Fur¬ 
thermore, the clause in the Bill which 
enables the court to postpone or disal¬ 
low a divorce is an important safe¬ 
guard against wilful exploitation of 
one party by the other. This clause is 
also a necessary reminder that di¬ 
vorce is never solely dependent on the 
will of one or both of the parties, but 
remains a judicial decision. 

This is not divorce by consent, and 
the Bill preserves the present under¬ 
standing of marriage, insofar as any 
divorce Bill can do so. However the 
unfortunate label "no fault" continues 
to give the impression of moral indif¬ 
ference to divorce: and some critics 
also claim that it undermines the no¬ 
tion of there being clearly defined res¬ 
ponsibilities within marriage. 

Surely the main responsibility a 
married couple have towards each 
other is to maintain and develop their 
relationship. Irretrievable breakdown 
is thus significant evidence of moral 
failure. The fact that blame is not as¬ 
signed between them signals that, al¬ 
though their culpability may differ, 
the breakdown is a failure for both. 

A Bill which allows a couple time to 
reflect on whether this breakdown is 
what it appears to be. and to face its 
practical implications, seems to me to 
get much nearer the moral heart of the 
matter than the present law, which is 
scandalous both for its superficiality 
and for the speed at which some divor¬ 
ces can be processed. 

1 am thus at a loss to understand 
why those who are critical of moral re¬ 
lativism, as I am myself, seem so keen 
to maintain the status quo. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN HABGOOD, 

18 The Mount. 

Malton, North Yorkshire. 

December 19. 


Less Moore 

From Mr Craig Sams 

Sir. Loud cheers resounded round our 
breakfast table upon my reading out 
your Diary item today that the Henry 
Moore “chicken bone” sculpture is fin¬ 
ally to be removed from its position. 
On our daily stroll in Kensington 
Gardens and Hyde Park we have for 
years either averted our eyes or plan¬ 
ned a route that avoids passing within 
sight of The Arch. 

The Royal Parks are doing a splen¬ 
did job of restoring the landscape de¬ 
sign of Kensington Gardens and 
Hyde Park. The original creators of 
the magnificent vista from Kensing¬ 
ton Palace towards London would 
surely have been dismayed by the in¬ 
trusive appearance of Moore’s unusu¬ 
ally unapproachable piece of stone. 

The site should now be left dear, 
and the sculpture given back to the 
Henry Moore Foundation to seek a 
happier home for iL A work of art re¬ 
quires an appropriate setting and tiiis 
one is surely more suited to a wind¬ 
swept inner-city housing estate or to 
the City headquarters of a banking 
multinational than to the reflective 
and leafy environs of the Long Water. 

Yours sincerely, 

CRAIG SAMS. 

269 Portobello Road. Wll. 

December 13. 

From Mrs Sue Law 

Sir. Can weal! have a rest from Henry 
Moore's sculpture now that nature 
has decreed that it is to become an 
Arch divided? 

What an opportunity for other 
sculptors to have their work appreci¬ 
ated by thousands of people in Hyde 
Park. A display which changed, per¬ 
haps every year, could be financed by 
the “tens of thousands of pounds" sav¬ 
ed by nor restoring the Moore. 

Yours sincerely. 

SUE LAW. 

The Gallery, 17 North Street, 
Winchcombe, Gloucestershire. 


World of their own 

From Mr Rodney Legg 

Sir. It comes as no surprise that Mr 
Sallit has located another planet (re¬ 
port, December 11). I know a number 
of the people who live there. 

Yours sincerely, 

RODNEY LEGG. 

National School, 

North Street, Wincanton, Somerset. 
December II. 


/ 
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December 21: The Duke of 
Edinburgh, Patron, this after¬ 
noon attended die British As¬ 
sociation far Shooting and 
Gmservadon/Game Conser¬ 
vancy Trust Young Shoft 
Clay Shooting Competition at 
Sandringham Shooting 
Ground, Norfolk. 

The Queen was represented 
by the Lord Lucas (Lord in 
Waiting} at die Funeral of Mr 
John BusheD (formerly Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador to Pa¬ 
kistan} which was held in All 
Saints Church, Fulham. 
London SW6, this morning. 

ST JAMES’S PALACE 
December 21: The Prince of 
Wales, Patron, this morning 
visited the Sue Ryder Home at 
Leckhampton Court Chelten¬ 
ham, Gloucestershire. 

His Royal Highness, Pa¬ 
tron. Cotswold Care Project 
this afternoon visited the Cots¬ 
wold Care Hospice, Minchin- 
hampton, Gloucestershire. 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES'S PALACE 
December 21: The Duke of 
Kent President the Engineer¬ 
ing Council, this morning 
received Sir John Fairtiough, 
Chairman, on relinquishing 
the appointment and Dr Alan 
Rudge on taking up the 
appointment 

The Duchess of Kent today 
attended a screening of "Wind 
in the Willows” in aid of the 
Renton Foundation, the Cur- 
zon Mayfair Cinema. Curzon 
Street London Wl. 

Mrs Colin Marsh was in 
attendance. 


Birthdays 

today 

Air Chief Marshal Sir John Aiken, 
74; Mr James Burke, broadcaster, 
59; Mr Robin Corbett. MP. 62 
Viscount Davidson. 67; Miss E.M. 
Diggory, Head Mistress. Man¬ 
chester High School for Girls, S>, 
Mr Nod Edmonds, broadcaster. 
47; Mr Geoffrey Fitchew, chair¬ 
man, Budding Societies Com¬ 
mission. 56; Mr Maurice Gibb and 
Mr Robin Gibb, singers. 46; Miss 
Patricia Hayes, actress. 8v Mrs 
Karin Jonzen, sculptor. 81; Dr 
Judith McClure, Headmistress. St 
George’s School for Girls. Edin¬ 
burgh, 50; Mr Trefor Alfred Mor¬ 
ris, HM Chid Inspector of 
Constabulary, 61; Mr Chris Old, 
cricketer. 47; the Rev lord 
Sand ford. 75; Lord Stott 86; the 
Duke of Westminster. 44; Mr Kai 
Whitmore, playwright, 56: Sir 
Peregrine Worstbome, journalist 
72. 


The widow of die 10(h Viscount 
Ashbrook wishes to be known in 
future as Elizabeth. Viscountess 
Ashbrook- 


Lord Wallace 
of Saltaire 

The life barony conferred upon Mr 
William John Lawrence Wallace 
has been gazetted by the name, 
style and title of Baron Wallace Of 
Saltaire, of Shipley in the County 
of West Yorkshire. 


Christening 

Lady Amelia Windsor, daughter of 

the Earl and Countess of St 
Andrews, was christened Amelia 
Sophia Theodora Mary Margaret 
by the Rev William Booth, Sub- 
Dean of Her Majesty's Chapels 
Royal, in the Chapel Royal, St 
James's Palace, yesterday. The 
godparents are: 

Lord Ralph Kerr, the Hod Anthony 
James, the Hon Geondna Stonor 
and Mis Jack Hanbury-Tenlson. 







The Bis 
Rev Ch 


pnfljmiion, t he Ri g ht Rpv Ri char d Chartres, pr esents an icon of the Blade Madonna of Czestochowa to fee 
Varah, left, founder of The Samaritans, berore a service to mar k the 60th anniversary of Mr Varah’s 
ordination, held yesterday at his church, St Stephen Walbrook. in the City of London 


Legal appointments 

Mr Stephen Edward Rogers to be 
a District Judge on the Wales and 
Chester Circuit from January 2. 


Latest wills 

Mr Roger Nicholas Dizey. of 
Oxford, the agricultural econo¬ 
mist. former director of the In¬ 
stitute of Agrarian Affairs at 
Oxford University, left estate val¬ 
ued at L3Z7.180 net 
Constance Alice Mutton, of 
London SWI6, left estate valued at 
£1.042.487 net. 

Alter beque 
she left the 
the Animal 
Dorset, the 

Shaft esbur 
Society, WJ 
Association 
Mr Edwin Nathan Cohen af London 

SW15_£2965.967 

Mr Patrick William MacKenzie 
Dean, of Lincoln. £1.991247 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: Karl AbeL composer, 
Gather. Germany. 1725; John 
Crone, landscape painter. Nor¬ 
wich. 1768; Jean Henri Fabre, 
naturalist, Si-Ltons, France. 1823; 
Giacomo Puccini, composer, 
Lucca, Italy. 1858; Edwin Arlington 
Robinson, poet. Head Tide. 
Maine, 1869; Edgar Vardse. com¬ 
poser. Paris. 1883. 

DEATHS: Due de Sully, soldier 
and statesman, VtOebon. France. 
1641; William Hyde Wollaston, 
physician. London. 1822 George 
Eliot, novelist. London. 1880: 
Dwight Moody, evangelist. North- 
field. Massachusetts, 1899; Baron 


Richard von Krafft-Ebing. neuro- 
psychiatrist. Graz, 1902; Na¬ 
thanael West, novelist, El Cento. 
California, 1940; Beatrix Potter, 
children's writer, Sawrey, Lan¬ 
cashire, 1943; Harry Langdon. 
silent film star, California. 1944. 
Alfred Dreyfus, a French army 
officer, was imprisoned on Devil’s 
Island on a charge of espionage, 
later proved false, 1894 
Wtllhdm Rot fgen made the first 
radiograph or X-ray of his wife's 
hared. 1895. 

The TOmph speed limit was intro¬ 
duced in Britain. 1965. . 


Appointments 

Mr Nicholas Jarrold to be Ambas¬ 
sador to Latvia in succession to Mr 
Richard Ralph who wiH be moving 
to a new Diplomatic Service 
appointment. Mr Jarrold takes up 

his appointment fa February. 

Mr Graham Boyce to be Ambas¬ 
sador 83 Kuwait from late March 
in succession to Mr William 
Fullerton who will be mewing to a 
new Diplomatic Service 
appointment. 

Mr David Tatbam to be High 
Commissioner to Sri Lanka from 
March in succession to Mr John 
Field who will be retiring from the 
Diplomatic Service. 


Church services for Christmas Eve 


ABERDEEN CATHEDRAL: 8 HC; 10.15 S Euch. 
While In E; Nowei sync we bathe al and som 
f!5ih C). provost: 630 Nine lessons a carols: 


U5ih Cl. Provost: 630 Nine lessons a carols: 
ll JO S Euch. Little lamb ffaveneij. the Bishop. 
BELFAST CATHEDRAL: 10 HC; 11 Choral M. 
Responses (Rose). Venlte (BattlsnliQ. I sine of a 
maiden (Berkeley); 8 Nine lessons A carols. 
BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL: 9 MP; 9.15 He 
11 Choral Euch. Mass lor Tour voles (Byrd). 
Provost: 5 JO Nine lessons A carols: 6.45 EP: 
11.30 Midnight Mas, Little organ mass 
(Haydn), aw verum corpus (Mozart) 
BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL: 8 HC 9.15 M; 
10J0 Euch. Darke In E: Canon J Hall: 4 Carols: 
11 JO Midnight Euch. LiDie organ mass 
(Haydn), (he Provost 

BRISTOL CATHEDRAL College Green: 7.40 
M; 8 HC 10 Choral Euch. Messe Solenelle 
ILanglflisl, Marys Magnificat (Caner). Canon P 
Johnson: 3 JO Carols: 1130 Midnight Mass. 
Darke In F, the Dean. 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL: B HC 9 JO M: 11 
S Euch. Balutalow (Halsey). Rev Brett; 3 Carols: 
5 E, Responses (ClucasL This Is the truth 
(Williams): 1130 Midnight C at St Pauls. St 
Pete re. St Mildreds. 

CARLISLE CATHEDRAL- 735 M. 8 HC KUOS 
Euch. Mass (or Uuee voices (Byrdl, Gloria tlbL 
Damlne (Byrd); 3 Christlngle; 630 Nine 
lessons ft carols: ll 30 S Euch. Darke In F. the 
Dean. 

CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL 730 MP; 8 HC. 
Canon B Thompson: 10.30 Euch: 4 Crib: 6 
Nine lessons ft carols: 1130 Midnight Mass. 
Missa ad praesepe (Malcolm). Carols, the Lord 
Bishop. 

CHESTER CATHEDRAL 7.45 L 8 HC 10 
Chora) M. Te deum (Stanford), Jubilate 
(Britten). Dean; 1 1 JO Choral Euch; 3JO 
Carols, Come let us unite (Bedell). I sing or a 
maiden (Hobson): 1 1 JO Midnight Euch. 
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL' 8 HC: 10 M. HalL 
Queen at heaven (Burgon). Treasurer 11 S 
Euch. Aeiema Christl Munera (Palestrina). 
There Is no rose (Jonben), Chancellor; 4.15 
Blessing of crib: 530 E. Love came down at 
Christmas (Runet); UM5 VLfdl/ ujo 
Midnight Euch, Eurasian In F. the Precentor. 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL Oxford: 8 
HC: [OM.SumsionlnG.CanonGottlon: l (.15 
S Euch. Mass (StravlnsKy). Parer noster 
(Stravinsky), the Archdeacon or Oxford. 
COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 7.40 MR 8 HC 
10J0 Euch. Here Is a little door (Howells), very 
Rev j Petty; 12.45 German Lutherans; 3 Family; 
7 The form of a servant —a Utuigy. 

DERBY CATHEDRAL 8 HC: (0.45 S Euch. 
Hymn 10 the virgin (Britten), the Provost; 4 E, 
Rejoice In theTiid (RedfonJ); 6-30 Nine 
lessons a carols: ll JO s Euch. Hodie 
(Sweeilnck). 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL I HC 10 M. Ave 
Maria (Bruckner). Canon S Pedley; 11.15 HC. 
Adoro te devote (M ode v). Canon D Hodgson; 3 
Nine lessons ft carols; 5.15 EP. 

ELY CATHEDRAL 8.15 HC: 1030 Euch. Nod 
Suisse (Daquln). canon Green: 6J0 E. Pieces 
(Rose). Glory .to God (Handel); 7 Carols, 
procession A blessing; (130 Missa Sancrl 


Nicola (Haydn). Carols, the lord Bishop. 
EXETER CATHEDRAL* 8 HC; 9.15 M: 945 S 
Euch. Blessed be the Maid Marie. Darke In E. 
There Is no rose; the Precentor: 3 E; 6 Office of 
John Grandis&on for Christmas Eve. 
GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HC Rev J Clark: 
9.45 S Euch. Litany (Looseniore). Rejoice In the 
Lord (Bedford}: 11.15 M. Canon J Schofield; 4 
Childrens; 630 EP: 11.45 Midnight Euch. 
Dixit Maria Moss (Hasslet). Canon J Schofield. 
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC I0M; I030S 
Euch. The lamb (Thveneri. Sleepers wake a 
voice is calling (Bach), precentor. 4 Nine 
lessons ft Carols. 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HG tOJOSEudL 
Mass In G (Mozart). An gel us ad Virgin em 
rwuicocks); 330 E;5JO Family crib: 11 joplrsi 
Euch, Missa Sancrl NldiolaT (Haydn). Hodie 
nanis esr {SweeUnckJ. the Dean. 

LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.45 L 8. 1230 HG 
930 S Euch. Missa Sancrl Nicolai (Haydn). 
Chancellor 11.15 M: 4 Carols: 11 JO Midnight 
Euch and blessing. Mass of the quiet hour 
(Oldroyd). Nativity carol (Rotter), the Precentor. 
LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 8 MP ft HG 1030 
Euch. Missa Bei Amfitrii Altera (Lassus). 
Treasurer 3 Carols: 4 HC. 

LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL* 730 MAL 8. 12.15 
Holy Euch. Dean; 9 Euch. Rev J Redvere Harris; 
115 Euch. Missa brevis (Caesafl. Creed (Shaw). 
Rejoice In the Lord alway (Anon), the Canon In 
residence: 330 Nine lessons ft carols; 6 
Solemn Euch: IMS Blessing, procession A 
Euch. the Dean. 

MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8.45 MP. 9 HG 
10 JO Eudu 12 Family Carols; I JO & 11 JO 
Midnight Mass, (he Dean. 

NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 8 Bishop; 9.30 
Provost: 6 Carols; 11 JO Blessing or crib ft 
Euch. in the bleak mid winter (Dance). Missa S 
Joannls de Deo (Haydn). 

NEWPORT CATHEDRAL 1030 S Euch. 
Rejoice In the Lord alway iPunrelQ. Litanies 
uJela); 3 Nine lessons ft carols UJO First 

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 Euch. 


1 1.45 First Euch, Silent nlghtTGrubert, Messe 
de minull (Charperuleij. the Bishop. 
SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC*. IOMF. 1QJ0 

S Parish C and blessing of crib. Canon T Page; 
530 EP: 7 Nine lessons ft carols 1130 
Midnight Each, canon C Smith. 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 9 • Euch; 11 


dL 630 Nine 
Euch. Hodie 


dancing day (WUlcocks), Bethlehem down 
(WariocM. tire Bishop. 

TRURO CATHEDRAL 8 HG 9 M. Dean; 10 5 
Euch. Creator of the starry height (Plalnsong). 
Chancellor; 530 EP; 7 Nine lessons ft carols 
11.30 Midnight mass. Rlu. rtu. chiu (Flecha), 
Silent night (Motley), the Treasurer. 
WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC. Canon I 
Knox;9.15ParishC. Canon G Nalm-Briggs; 11 
Solemn Euch. Mlsse adventus (Eben). A 


spotless rose (Howells), Canon D Baxter. 4 
Nine lessons ft carols; ll Procession ft 
Midnight mass, the Bishop. 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY) 8 HG 930 M. 
Reponses (Tallis). BenedlcUe (Batten). canon C 
Semper 330 E 4 Lessons ft carols: UJO 
Midnight mass, the Dean. 

WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7.8.9. 12 M: 10 
MP: 1030 SM. Missa Are Maria (Palestrina! 
Ave Marla (Mendelssohn). Rotate can! 
desnper (Byrd). Improvisation on Are marls 
Stella (Tounemlre); 4.15 Vespers. Magnificat 
octav) tool (MarenzkA. o magnum mysterium 
(Poulenc). Tocatta. The Cardinal; 11.15 
Midnight Mass with orchestra. Missa In Hon 
saned Nicola) (Haydn). Ehre sd dir Gon 
jBochj. Chorale Fantasia. In duld jublto 

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 7J5 M: 1030 
Euch, o sacrum convtvlum (Messiaen). Dieu 
parml nous (Messiaen); 330 E and blessing. 
Dine dong merrily on high (WUlcocks); 11 JO 
Midnight Euch. In the bleak mid winter 
(Darke)) Three Rings (Cornelius). Rev C 
Stewart. 

SOUTHWELL MINISTER: 7 JO MftL Adam lay 
y-bounden (Otd); 8 HG 1030 Euch, Precentor 
3.15 E. Zion hears die watchmen's voices 
(Bach); 430 Blessing ol crib: 7 Nine lessons ft 
carols; 11.45 Christmas Euch. Ireland In G the 
Bishop. 

TORK MINSTER: 8 HC.8.45 HC 930 M: 10 S 
Euch. litany (Loasemore). Mass tor five voices 
(Byrd). Rev Canon P Ferguson; 12 Crib; 3 EP: 4 
Nine lessons ft carols. 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Ctwytt 8 HG 11 
Choral M, Responses (Rose). And the glory of 
the Lord Messiah (Handel), the Dean. 

ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL 730 MP: 8 HG 9.30 
Family; 11.15 Choml Euch. Adam lay y- 
bounden (Ord), O little one sweet (Bach). 
Canon; 6 Parish £. Succenton 1130 Euch. 
Away in a manger (WUlcocks). the Dean. 

ST GEORGE'S CATHEDRAL Southwark: 8 
Mass, 10 Children's Mass: 1130 S Mass. Are 
Maria (Schubert). Mgr LWhite; 330 Children's 
crib: 430 Mass St Thomas* Hospital 11.30 
Carols, Readings ft Mid nigh 1 Maas. 
Archbishop Michael Bowen. 

ST GOES* CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 8. 10 
Morning, HG Missa brevis (Britten); 1130 
Morning. God Is with us (Tarenert. Minister, 6 
Christmas Eve: 1130 Waichnlghi. 

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL London: 8 HG 8.45 


ALL SAINTS, Margaret Street Wl: 8. 5.15 LM: 
1030 MP; 11 Missa Iste Confessor (Palestrina) 
Are Marla (Parsons); 430 EP; 12 HM or 
Midnight. Missa sancrl Nicolai (Haydn). For 
unto us a child Is bom (HandeQ, the vicar. 
ALL SOULS, langham Place, wl; 11. Rev J 
cook: 630 Christmas Eve; 11 Communion. 
PrebR Bewes. 

THE ASSUMPTION. Warwick Street, Wl: 11 JO 
Carols. Mass In C. K115 (Mozart). 

CHELSEA OLD CHURCH. SW3: 8 HC 11 M. 


Gloria (TyeU 12.15 HG 4 JO ChrtstLngle; 
11.45 Midnight C. Rev Dr P Ely. 

CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 
Coven I Garden. WC2: 11.15 RevS Hood; 630 
Service: 1 130 WatchnlghL 
FARM STREET. Wl: Missa In Adventu. 
(Haydn), prope est Do mine (Haydn). Puer 
natus In Bethlehem (Scheldt). 

HOLY TRINITY BROMFTON. Brampton 
Road. SW7:9HG RevS Downham; 11 Sendee: 
Rev S Millar; 1130 Midnight HG Rev s 
Downham. 

THE ORATORY. Brompron Road. SW7: 7.8.9. 
10, 11 Mass. Missa conditor alme siderum 
(Anlmucda). VenL renl Emmanuel (Kodafy). 
12 jo. 4.3ft 330V A B, o magnum mysterium 
(Poulenc): 1 130 Carols. Midnight mass, Missa 
saned Nicolai (Haydn). Quern vldlstls pastures 
(Poulenc). 

WESLEY'S CHAPEL City Road. EC2; 9.45 HG 
11 sendee. Rev p Hulme. 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL (Methodist). 
SWi: 10 HG ll Christingaie,-11.15 Midnight 
G Rev Dr P Graves. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran). 
Gresham St. EC2: 11 Choral HG 7 Family 
Carols: II Candlelight Carol HG Rev P 
Schmlege. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. Smith Held. 
ECI: 9 HG 11 Choml M: 11.45 Midnight Euch. 
Hodie Chrisms natus est (Poulenc), Rector. 

ST BRIDE'S, Fleet Street. EC4: 11. Festival 
BenedlcUe (Sumslon). Aim a rederaptoris 
mater (Lassus). Canon J Oates; 630 Nine 
lessons ft carols 11 JO Midnight mass. 

ST CLEMENT DANES: 11 M- Cora ton ye. And 
the glory of the Lord (Handel); 1130 Choral 
Eucn. Coronation Mass (Mozart). O magnum 
mysterium (Byrd). Rev p Bishop. 

ST COLUMBA-S CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 
Pont Street. SWI: 11 Rev C MacLeod: 1130 
Candlelight 

ST ETHELDREDA’S, Ely Place: 9.11 Masses: 9 
S Mass. Are Marla (Parsons); 1130 Carols: 
Messe SolenHle (Gounod). Hodie Chrtstiu 
natus est (Marenzio), Quem vldlstls (Poulenc). 
ST GEORGE'S. Hanover Squere,W|:8HG 11S 
Euch. One thing how I desired of the Lord 
(Su mslonj, the Rector. 

ST JAMES'S, Garitehhytlte. EC4: 1030 HC 
(1662) ft hymns, the Rector. 

ST JAMES'S. Susses Gardens. W2- a Euch: 
1030 5 Euch: Mass for five voices (Byrd). Are 
Maria (Parsons). Rev a Mel drum; 1130 
Midnight Euch. St Nicholas Mass (Haydn). Rev 
B Wilson. 

st JOHN'S. Stratford El5: 11 Family. Paen 
(Howells). Rev j Meadway; 11 Midnight G 
Toccata (WWori. Rev M Kounden. 

ST LUKE'S, Chelsea. SW3: 8 HG 1030 MP ft 
HG Rev D Watson, 0 magnum mysterium 
(Poulenc): 4 Crib; 1130 Midnight Euch. 
AUeluya. a new work Is come on hand 
(Wbhim. Rev S Watson. 

ST MARK’S, Regents Part Rd, NWI: 1130 
Midnight Mass. KUssa Sancrl Nicolai (Haydn). 
Hodie Chrtstus natus est (Poulenc). Rev T 
Devonshire Jones. 


ST MARGARETS. Westminster. SWI: 8 HG I > 
Choral M. Rev C Semper 11.15 Euch. Rev Dr A 
Haruw: 330 E; 4 Lessons ft carols IMS 
Midnight Each. Rev R Holloway. 

ST MAKTIN-4N-THE-FIELDS. WC2: 9.45 5 
Euch. 1 sing of a maiden (Haley), There Is no 
rase (Anon); 1130 visitors: 630 Carols. 
Welcome Yule Warper). There were shepheirls 
ft glory to God (HandeQ, 1130 Midnight Mass. 
This is the day Chrisi ws 


ft glory to God (HandeQ, 1130 Midnight Mass. 
This is the day Christ was bom. 

ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH. Kansngton WS: 
8 HG 11.IS choral M. Vicar; 3 Children. Crib; 
4 jo EP; 11 JO Midnight G 
ST MARYS. Bourne Street. SWI: 9.10.7 LM; 11 
HM. Missa Ltiora passa (Vladana), Canon G 
Reid: (2 Midnight HM. Missa sand! Joseph! 
(Caldara). FT B saitt. 

ST MARY-THE-VIR G IN. Primrose Hill: 8 HG 
1030 Parish Euch; 6 CbrLstlngle; 1130 
Midnight Mass. Rev J Orenden. 

ST MARYLEBONE. Mazylebone Road. Wl: 11 
MP: 1130 Midnight Mass. Missa solemnls 
K337 (Mozart). Gaude et laeure (SweellndQ. 
the Rector 

ST PAUL'S. Wilton Place. 5W1; 8.9 HG 11 
Solemn Euch. O glorious maid (Latham). Rev 
N Dawson: 5 Blessing of crib, Canon R Kbyte; 
11 JO Midnight Each, coronation Mass 
(Mozart). Ascribe unto the Lord (Wesley). Rev C 
Courtauld. 

ST PETERS. Eaton Square. SWi: 8.15 HC: 10 
Family Euch: 11 5 Euch: Missa alma 
redempioris mater (Victoria), Ave maria 
(Bruckner). FrDTLUyen 11 JO Midnight Mass. 
Musa solemnls (Mozart). There wan 
shegherds (Handel). Noel Suisse (Daquln). Fr 

ST STEPHENS. Gloucester Road. 5W7:8.9 LM; 


CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AD VINCULA. 
HM Tower of London: 11 JO Christmas HC. 
Canon J Murphy. 

CHAPEL ROYAL SL James's palace: 8 JO HG 
11.15 MP. Rejolcr In the Lord (Purnell). Rev S 
Young. 

CHAPEL ROYAL Hampton caart Palaer. 830 
HG 11 M. Rejoice In the Lord alway (Anon); 
330 E. The Lord at first did Adam make (Trad); 
11 Midnight Mass of Nativity. 

GROSVENOR CHAPEL South Audley Street, 
Wl: 8.15 HG 11 s Euch. Mass for three voices 
(Byrd), An gel us ad virgin em (WUlcocks); J 1 
Carols: 1130 Midnight Mass, Spatzenmesse 
(Tavenet). The Lamb (tarenert. Rev S Hobbs. 
QUEEN'S CHAPEL OF THE SAVOY. WCZ: 11 
carol Service 

THE TEMPLE CHURCH. Fleer Street 83ft 
U.15 KG 11.15 MP. BenedlcUe omnia opera 
(Harris), Benedlous (Davies). Rejoice In the 
Lotti away (Purcell), the Master. 

GUARDS CHAPEL Wellington Barracks. SWI; 
11 M. Adam lay y-bounden. A spotless rose 
(Howells). Chaplain. 12 HG 11.15 Canola; 
11 JO Midnight HG Ireland In C, Rev K Joyce. 
ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL. 
Greenwich. SElO: s Euch. Gabriel’s message 
(Trad). RevC French. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr KJ. Blair 

and Miss CA. SbeanJ 

The engagement “ “““fS 

betwaafKefth, ektaa 
and Mrs Kobert Blair, rf 
CookstDwn, Northern Irdand, wifl 
Chayi daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Edward Steard* of Monmoom. 
Gwent 

MrCHJ.Cfasdea 
and Miss AJLV.Woodraws 
The engJi««w« is 
between Howard, son of LBrtoj- 
ant CotaieJ and M«' C.N. 
Oayden. of and 

Antonia, daughter of the^^ 
AA Woodiwiss, and of Mis CM. 

Woodiwiss. of Hampsiead Garden 
Suburb, London. 

Mr N. Conroy t 
and Miss WL Brown 
The engagement is announced 
between Neil, onty son of Mr and 
Mrs Robert Conncy. of New ier- 
; sey USA. and Melanie, daughter 
of Mr Peter Brown and the late 
Mre Sylvia Brown, and step¬ 
daughter of Mra Margam Brown, 
of Storrington, West Sussex. 

Mr N-R- FormaB 
and Miss K-D. Paterson 
The engagement is announced 
between Nigel, son of Mr and Mp 
John Forman, of West Berghoit. 
Essex, and Katie, daughter of Mr 
Julian ArkeU. of Mahon. Menorca, 
and of Mrs William Paterson, of 
Ljtjje Gaddesden, Hertfordshire. 

Mr J.W. Gosling 
and Miss NX. Levine 
The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan Warren, secoiw 
son of Professor and Mrs R.G. 
Gosling, of Biddey. Ke nt, a nd 
Natalie Eve. younger daughter of 
Mr and Mrs ELA. Levine, of 
Swansea, Wales. 

MrT. Marsden 
and Miss K.L. dose 
The engagement is announced 
between Thn. younger sort of Mr 
and Mrs Kenneth Marsden. of 
Fairbum, West Yorks him and 
Kale, only daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Douglas Close, of 
Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire. 

Mr AJ. Mattbon 
and Miss SX- Johnston 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew James, sen of Mr 
and Mrs Sidney Mattison. of 
Letterwalton House. Udaig, 
Oban. Argyll, and Sarah Louise, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Peter 
Johnston, of Coombe Wood, 
Ewshot. SuTTiey. 

Mr J. Moult 
and Miss LV. No* 

Tbe engagement is announced 
between Jonathan, only son of die 
late Mr Geoffry Moult, and Mr 
S heila Moult, of Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire, and In£s. youngest 
daughter of Mr Maurido and 
Beverley Na£ de Acevedo, of 
Madrid. Spain, and Harrcm-aa-. 
the-HDJ, Middlesex. 

Mr GJA. Pickard . 
and MissS.E. Appkyard 
The engagement is announced 
between Gregory, son of the late 
Dorald and Marie, stepson of Mr 
S acha Pickard, of Whites Farm, 
Trottan. Petersfield, Hampshire, 
and Sarah, daughter of Group 
Captain and Mrs Frank 
Appleyard, of Britannia House, 
Bariby, Yorkshire. 


Scottish Episcopal 
Church 

Diocese of Edinburgh 
Ordinations 

The following were ordained on 
December I at St Mary's Cathe¬ 
dra). Edinburgh, by the Primus 
and Bishop of Edinburgh, the 
Most Rev Richard HoUoway: 
Michad John Fhss. now serving at 
St James, Penicuik, and St Mun¬ 
go’s. West Lothian (NSM): 
Alexander Milford Armstrong, 
NSM, Livingston Ecumenical 
Parish; 

Doreen Loma Maybury, NSM. St 
CuthberTS, Hawick; 

Alice Calder Anderson. NSM St 
Barnabas, Edinburgh. 
Appointments 

The Rev Alison Fuller, Rector of St 
Cohimba’s by the Castle, has been 
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MrA» Madeaa - 
and Mis A. McMUKn . 

The engagenwtt is- anftfaaoad • ■ 
between Alasdair. Booaf-Mrantf.. 
Mis Kmtte* Madran,.a Ffoire t 

Groen, Hertfordshmi •?***&*, 
younger daughter Gf Mr and 
i*n McMiUan. a BtOoiaa^ . ; 
KenL - • -*:.-:- :1 r--'T; 

Mr DJ. Sh«*rmafl - /U; 
and MSssJ-C Bambnd*C^ ? ;>, 
The engftgawnt^B 
between Damd 

son of Mr aw? Mrs -fesfe* 

. Shurraan. of ■ 

and Juba Bainbridge. daugtBSrgf ’ 
Mr and Mrs WDliafn Baxjbntg* ■_ ■ 

c£ Marfey HeigWs.- V 

Green. Haslemere. .> 

Marriages 

MrJ C- Cbamba* . . ; : • c, 

asd Miss K.S. Bradky 
The marriage tw* i»»at Nonh ;• 
Cove Church, in.. SbSqSl . or ; i : 
November 18, 1995, of Mr _Joa» 4 
Carlos Chambers, of Ptrawyn, 
Cardiff, and Miss Katherine SiM 
Bradley, of Bamby. Becctes, Snf ' 
folk. "Tbe Rev Frank sndft c^ri- 
3 ted. Thft bride. wa» ^veo b# 
marriage by ter father. Mr Gon-'.-/; 
don Bradley. Mbs EfeiScft Brakfe - 
ley was bridesmaid. A reception j 
was held at the Wherry m Oulton ,( 
Broad, lxiwesloft. wii& 75 ^uests- 
altending. .... 

Mr J. iFoy . 

and Miss L. Leigh-Wood r 
The marriage took place od.Sk-: 
unlay in St Peter’s ChtmJt Mm-.' 
treaL between Mr Joshua Fcy.son ? - 
of Mr Bruce Fty awf Mrs hfeiy 
Louise Deksalk. to. Mss Lara 
Leigh-Wood, daughter, of Mr Rote -. 
ert Leigh-Wood and "Mrs Sraoa 
Henson. The Rev. Cedric Cobh 
officiated. 

The brides who was green hi.:. 
marriage by her father, .w® 'ah 
tended by Jason DdcsaBe rat. .. 
BfflyHenson. - ; > 

A reception was held at:MoBt :3 
Gabriel, Saint Adefa MontreaL' - 
Mr O.G. Heggs - 

and the Hon AfisoaSha* - " 

The marriage took place on Sat- - 
urday. December 16, at -St' 
Etheldreda’s Church. Ely Fface. 
Lcndtm. EC1. of Mr Oliver Heggs. - 
younger son of Mr and MrS • 
GeoffreyHeggs, to the Hon Alison . 
Shaw, eldest daughter of Ltwd and 
Lady Craigmyfc Father CB. 
Cunningham officiated. 

A reception was held at the 
Honourable Artillery Company, 
Armoury House. London. EC1. . 

Mr H.Lcgge 
and Miss C Hogg . 

The marriage took place on Thurs-. . 
day. December 2L ax the Grosve- 
nor Chapel London, betweoi Mr J 
Henry Ugge. youngest son of the 
Earl of .. Dartmouth, of 
Chipperfield, and Mine la 
Comtesse Jean-Francois de ^ 
Qiambrun. of Mayfair, and Miss £ 
Cressida Hogg, younger daughter 
of Sir Christopher Hogg, of May- 
fair, and of Lady Hogg, of Halbmd 
park. Father Simon Hobbs 
officiated. • 

The bride, wbo was given in 
marriage by her father, was at¬ 
tended by Claudia Legge and 
Miranda di CarcacL Mr Edwaid. j 
Bridges was best man. ’ ^ 

A receptkm was held at . the ' 
Dorchester, and *e honeymoon ’. 
will be spent abroad- 


appointed Honorary Anglican.,' 
Chaplain at the Umversxtjr df; / 
Edinburgh with effect from Qcfo* 

fr. 1 - . 

Resignations ' 

Mrs Helen Outram has resignecTj 
as Lay Convener of the An^jcah.c 
Chaplaincy Team at Edinburghr 
Umversily with effect from Jmt^.: 
1995-. • 

Diocese of St Andrews, 

Du n b lane & Punfcdd ' y .T~\ 

Appointments r ; 

The Rev Keith Nicholson, forrneift- 1 
Community Priest of St Finnfans. 
Lochgtily, has been appraised . 
Rector of St tail’s, Kinross, with 
efieerfromNovember30. 
Resignations 

The Rev Celia Inger Matthews has 
retired as Diocesan Missvaner of St 
Andrews. Dunblane & Dunkeid. 


BMD’S: 0171 782 7272 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


Cao yoa not mb mat &s loos >a 
mere It mummy and strife 
among you. you am maffi- 
tnal. ttvtog an me purely 
NoaanievcL 
I CDrtWHsns 3 : 3 OSB) 


BIRTHS 


am. lo OBrattne and Start a 

diutfitn. Polly EUsabeOa 


MMOUD-esDecmariA 
at The Portland HoeWtaL to 
lei i'iii » ctatre. Benfendn. 
Guy and Cairtotopner. a 
lovely cUi 1 st mao sar prt ae . 



- On 16 th 
December t996u to Sato and 
Jonathan, Thomas Henry, 
brother lejackmn. 

FOWUSt - On December 7th 
1995. to Jeffrey and Nate, 
a son. George Thomas 
Frederick, a brother for 
saran. Jamas and Ottvte. 

GOSLING - On December 
16th 1996 te MncdeafltU 
General HeaRaL to late rate 
Sorthwefl) and Jdttan, a son. 
HwyJoba (Harry). 

nOSMRT - On DstMntMT 
16th I99G. to Ttada (nee 
Swift) and John, twin sane. 
ArcUbeM James and Mart 
WOflanL 

HANCOCK - on Pe eem nef 
18th. to Claire (Gordon- 
Brown) and Peter, a son. 
t iwm WBItam Dominic, a 
brother for Joss and HM. 

HART - On P eon id le r SOPi. to 
Ca awrln e Cnde FtaOo) and 
Timothy, a' danahter, 
Charlotte. 


BIRTHS 


HOLDEN - On November 16th 
1998. at Lan c aster Royal 
Infirmary, to Mary (alt 
Haroreaves) and Kart, a 
daughter. Clara Eden 


KART - (to December 19th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
•Jemloa end Mark, a beanurtd 

Mtw ■mens'. India Ami. 

McREf UL-MOS8 - On 
December 2 iot in NorlWk. to 
Caroline Cn 6 o Davis) and 


WPS - On December lam 
1996. to Edwlna (n 6 e 
Watson) and Nell, a son, 
William Thomas Rory, a 
brother for Coy. 


to Mmten (nle Doyle) ana 
MsrcM. a son. Matedas. 


18tn at The Portland 
Hospital, to Deborah ftifa 
Chapman) and NOmMs, a 
beautiful daughter. Rosa 
FTanoeeca. a stew for ORvla. 


DEATHS 


Ernest and Walter on 
n eea ndttr i 9 m ha her tm 
yw at thncn Lane ftaeplaL 
Devtxee. Funeral on 
Thursday January 4th at 
11.30 am at St Michael's 
Church. Moakton Combe. 
Bath. Flowers to G. 
M a n i dna s ft Sons. Funeral 
Directors. Oxford House. 
Norta Rood. Onenhe Down. 


I MAS - On 
Moytu aged ; 
1 wife of 


WOOD - On lah December 
4996. to Sopue and Mark,« 
son. a brother for Hugo and 

Fabian. 
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DEATHS 


HOOKM - Hedky tm 18th 
December 1990. apod 93 
year*. S wu ettrac Canon et 
Manchester Cathedral. 

of the late Molly. 
foOMT of John. MBiy and Hu 
WB Margaret, grandfather of 
Robin and Lucy- Funeral 
Swrtce d St Martfo-ofrttie- 
HIU. Scarborough at 
t2.30pn> on Friday 39th 
Decamber 1995. prior to 
cr emat i on - Family flowers 
only. DoaaOeas to Mene m. 
Farmer enquiries to B. 
Bernard * Sons, 1/6 


and John Heyworth, 
grandmother and great- 
grandmother. Private 
cremation. Tbnnksgtvlng 
Service In Malmesbury 
Abbey an Wednesday 3rd 
•lanmnr ax 1130 am. No 
flowers but donations U 
desired to Honorary 
Treasurer, Malmesbury 
Hasten League of Filteida. 
17 Mngs wan. Mahm daay. 


ftWIB - Bnadkr Fraacfs 
Oranl CM peacefully an 
19th December 1996, 

Mtoved bmbend of KMhten 

and the late May. loving 
«her of LaHr and Oavln. 
The funwte service wffl be at 
Canford crematerliun. 
canmrd Lane. werthnryeB- 
Trym. BrMoL an Tbwsdiy 
2 Bth December 1130 m. 
No flowers please but If 
detered donations for The 
Brlttsh Heart Foundation 
mey be sent to RjG. RawRtv 
Ltd. Funeral Direc tor s. 6 
Wootnamk Road. OevodOo. 
Avon. BS 21 7QD. 


HARRIER - Vivien on 
December 17th ig*d 8 E 
y«am. beloved wtte or the 
■ate Austin Harmer and 
much loved by her sister 
Mary Moore rod tar Camay 
and friends. Funeral at 
GuOdfoiti Qraznatortum on 
Friday 29th December at 
anm. Faquir Sowers only 




HOOPER - Ob Wednesday 
20 th December. 1996, 
pencefiOy at Hetadon Oeoage 
Hospital. Gerald (Gerry) 
Hooper AJU-GS- beloved 
bnsband or Mona, lovteg 
fifflar of Jeremy. BrtOhy obA 


John and Sally and 
**Crutpy” to his 
grandchildren and step- 
grandchlldren, of 9. Bay 
VUW Terrace. RMhleven. 
Helatoa. Cornwall TK13 
9JQ. Funeral Service on 
Thwennr 2 Bth December at 
It am te St Bart&otomtW* 
Church. Porthievan. 
followed by Interment, 
□aaattans m lira of Bowen if 
d a shed for toe White pen 
Mission to Romania by 
noting coflmtan or to the 
Funeral Director. E.C. 
MUifren. Trrtean. Stttney. 
Hettton. TRiS ORN. Tte: 
<01920 074032. 


HORfOn - Earn, widow of 
FYedBUft Geoega LteteO whn 
died 3lst January 1966, 
dearly loved matter of 
Mery, died s nrtdroty 17th 
Decmnbv 1996 aged 93. 


KNEJtef - On Tuesday 19th 
D e itimhw 1996 tn ItonglBs 
tde of Man. Peer James. 




DEATHS 


MADI - Peacefully In 
Southport and Form by 
Hospital on Toesday 
Dacembor 19th 1996. 
Margaret Madl aged 76 
years, beloved wife of 
Joseglk. nud i loved moths 
of Jroe and Annette. Funeral 


DEATHS 


Wife of the late General 


peare fully on Wodn e ed e ar 
20 ih December al The 


DEATHS 


te fmiH* on 18th December 
1996 la her 86th year. 
Marcia, deetey tovod wife eC 
the late Brigadier Ralph 


DEATHS 


psewah IBy on December 201h 
1996 la Bath. Beloved 


on Friday 29Bi December te 
take place on Thursday 1.30 pm. Relatives and 
Decem ber 28th 1996 at Brte n ds welcome. 

Southport cr em atojiluui at 

1 pm. Family fl ow ms only. - - . _ . 

Donations if desired to HAVA u F j lUII - On h m i i cw 
Q uoenecourt Hospice. All 1 4th 19 96. Bean, d e voted 
to BrosMts nd wMm of ralaiA. men 
S3 Uverpool Rond, 
tel: (01704) 


The taunt service wa beat (Stopfonl AdemaX Oottn and 
Southampton Cretaatnclnm Antony and a much loved 
on Friday 29tt D wvm be r « grandmother. Funeral 
1.30 pm. Relatives and service tea John* EftMcovte 
We n ds wel c ome. Church. Prtncea street. 

Edinburgh at ll am on 
„ _ Friday. 29th December 

8 AVABPO OT 1 - On Peca ntoe r followed by private 

14th 1996. Rezo, devoted cr ema tion. Family flowers 


DEATHS 


MKHUUUJ. - Dr. RJ_ only son 
of toe late Sr. ftetoh Werxaa 
of Sydney. Australia. Died 
on i 2 th December 1996. te 
fate borne In Sevenoata, aged 
92. totquMee to W. Hodges. 
(01738) 464467. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 



wonderful lira. Daarly 
beloved wife of the lata 
Artur John Gray Newton of 


on 19th Daceerfcer 1998 te 
Mend AJremia Hoagflal hi 
CnlMford. after a short 
tflnesa . "Sandy" aged 87. 
d ea fl y hdomd huehand of 
Nora. Mber of State and 
Alistair, father-in-law of 
John and Jo and nndfmer 


f 



Thursday December 2 SBa at 
st Peter's Church, 
B Mkfta ms to dte230toa.No 
flowers piaspe hut don te haa 
If desired to Stairways 
Msneap c/o Mak o tei Jones 
& Mstceffe. 284 H* Sirete. 
Berkhamsted. Harts. HM 
l AM. tab 1)01442) 864648. 


Ranumu-JwBt. me 

Gray, use of Baftera CoBage. 
Btdborough, p e acafnilp an 


Nursing Homs. Private 


to Dr Orabam'e Homes, 
insfeiill idly c/o 74 OdttnBoB I 
Road. EdbdKKte> EH14 lAT. 1 

REYNOLDS - Bob. died 
suddenly on 131h DeosUbw. 
A grant inflnance and 
garoons to toe frlaads to 


fattso on danean ttues but 

•tin missed. Enetones to 
mraasd stssktism ce (9117) 
973 0638. 

roach - on oeenteMr aooi 

1996. Agues Elizabeth 
n ea tau n y at home eeed 87. 
Wife of the lace wnnam and 
mv tog matter, orendmothar 
aad great-sraBduothar. 
Funeral Service at St 
Joseph's Catholic Chmh. 
Cordter HR. 6 ( Fetor Feet. 
Guernsey, on Wednes d ay 
3rd January at 230 pm. 

followed by private 
uwnaMgfl . Family ftowen 
only. flBWlnns K dofavd to 
WSMsfrAeMaKcad 
n ss em Berates. Rebate. St 
Polar Port. Querassy. AQ 


of Angela. Madeleine and btebonesfttOeianoafca.aged 
Henrietta Bid stoPftdhsr of 92- EnquMei to W. Hodpee. 
Raymond and Robert 671730 464467. 

Newell. Remembered wflh roroattmtowe^ 

affscftesi by aH 1770 Navte - 

Squadron - Ftete Aft Ann. IN MEMORIAM — 

Fonaral at St Michaels 

Church* McUnhiAi HUVA 1 JB 

Wttrtdre 2 ten Friday 29tt =^= 2 ===;^====; 

D ecem b er 1996. Flowers to _ 

D_l. Bewtey. Undertakers. LEOBHER - Pater Lad war 
MifiiUiten remembered. 22nd 

Pceei aber 1978. 


peaceftffiy to hnapltel aged 
96 years. Wife of tte Her 
Lord Southborouab. twowed 
matter of Moira asal the tele 
Michael, toundmolftar and 
graatroendmoilNr. Family 
rnnsnL 

ansmM - j«tm MMteu on 

20th. December 1996. 
pe u cef a B y tn giro 1 8 after a 
courageous fight against 
letetMfnto. Fonnertr of Jtem 
Stratton mwter Desigif , 
Warwick Square. London 
swi. John had MutefestehiH 
elegaace and charm, and 
developed a dtaafmtatoUnp 
taste to mown of art and 
deeanlMn, In wMrti Sold he 

acquired a widespread 
rs mtatinn . Hte tateot as a 
gsrtener. wft known to hie 
mate ramrod m«te twenty 
and ttdlviduteliy. Privet* 
cremation. Please, no 
flowers ur letters, but if 
drifted daneWnni to SI Peter 
and 8t James Hoegioc c/o 
Paul Byeouth Funeral 
Seratese, CTcwhorough. Tat 
(018923 656000. 


WzBtem Krifinu 
(Koowo as BiDy Mnsh) 

wtomNKhSmdaM 
k ft the meet proton pft £r 
emBve . 





ar of 

19n PQHCM - On 18th Oacemhar 
at m peacefully at a RKharcT* 

d 12 Hotete. crarhauer. Btody. 

much loved tmt and grasp 
■ns Funeral te C ft l ctt eri n . ' 





THEdBfeTIMES 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

To ptacs yrar Brft, Msrfogg or Ifea&i Naooed 
over th» CMMBN* HoNdw period pleese coS 
dwlngSwfoloiMigtimes:- 
sa&jrdsy 23rt Deeanben &30 -1250 
CLOSED:- Monday 28th & Tuesday 27th December 

Telephone 01717827272 

where our staff w« be avttfabte to taka yowcaB. 


WALCOTT MORES - On 
22nd December ' 1968 
PaartUft Jonas. Parish of 
Qd ttkWi . to Snort So 
P«a wucos. Parftb te n 
Pham, in part mdBB. lfen r 

Chttpidimiuye to youbteh. 
may you have many more 
ham yeam together. WBh 
much lov* from all the 
Camay. 
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Hilton Clarke. CBE. former 
principal of the Discount Office 
at the Bank of England, died on 
December 6 aged 86. He was 
born on April 1.1909. 

HILTON CLARKE was the Bank of 
England's eyes and ears. As head of 
the Discount Office for 13 years he 
supervised the business of banking in 
the City. Few men who mattered in 
that famous Square Mile did not 
know him — and fewer still were not 
known to Hilton Clarke. None suc¬ 
ceeded in keeping his business 
secrets from him. 

The Discount Office as such disap¬ 
peared 16 years ago — a casualty of 
the 1979 Banking Act. This intro¬ 
duced statutory controls and regula¬ 
tions in response to the 1973-74 
secondary banking crisis. But control 
was exerted in Clarke's day by 
“moral suasion”. With just two other 
senior staff and a dozen juniors, he 
administered the profession's code of 
ethics with a quiet discretion. 

Two City ranks collapsed during 
his time, an event which today would 
£have sent shockwaves through Par¬ 
liament But Clarke’s pair of hands 
was so safe that public confidence at 
home and abroad remained unshak¬ 
en. Although his department was 
small. Clarke'S job was among the 
most senior in the Bank, giving him 
direct personal access to the Gover¬ 
nor. No banking institution opened 
in London without its head paying 
Clarke a courtesy call, for guidance 
on the Crqr's “do's and donls". 

He was commonly known in the 
Bank as the "Governor's eyebrows": 
a quizzical stare or a frown —and the 
message got through. He could also 
be tough when required. When 
Indian banks refused to accept 
Pakistani bank bills during the 1960s’ 
Indo-Pakistani War. he summoned 
the heads of the Indian banks to his 
office. Unless they changed their tune 
within the hour. Clarke bluntly told 
them, he would have all their 
branches dosed down by lunchtime 
that day. They did not argue. 

Hilton Swift Clarke, whom some 
regarded as cme of the Bank’s most 
influential figures of the last 75 years, 
was the son of a Liverpool docker. It 
was Hfltcn’s father, a timber mer¬ 
chant. who moved the family south 
early this century when he opened a 
new office in London. 

Bom at Harrow-on-the-Hill. the 
young Clarke went to Highgate 
School where he won all the mathe¬ 
matics prizes and showed an equal 
aptitude for art. From there he went 
0 m to art college with a view to 
pursuing a career in dot direction. 
Bur his father, being a practical north 
countryman, insisted that he got a 
“proper job”. So he joined the Bank of 
England at the age of 17 and was sent 


HILTON CLARKE 



to its Birmingham branch as a junior 
clerk. 

Described as "promising” in early 
reports. Hilton Clarke had by 1938 
dim bed his way into the Governor's 
office as assistant to Montagu Nor¬ 
man’s private secretary. Then the 
Second World War broke out Clarke 
prepared to join HM Forces, along 
with his Bank of England contempo¬ 


raries. But on visiting the recruiting 
office he discovered that the Bank 
had slapped a "reserved occupation" 
tag on him. So he joined the Home 
Guard in Windsor, where he then 
lived, and was given command of an 
anti-aircraft unit in Windsor Great 
Park, guarding Windsor Castle. 

He narrowly escaped with his life 
in the London Blitz. One day when 


his train was delayed he arrived late 
at the Bank to find that a bomb had 
just scored a direct hit on his desk. He 
frequently slept in the Bank when air 
raids prevented him from getting 
home by train. One night he and a 
colleague, stranded en route, walked 
all the way from Twickenham to 
Windsor. They arrived at Windsor 
station, where they had parked their 


bicycles, just in time to see a train 
arrive from London. 

Some thought that Clarke should 
have been made the Bank’s Chief 
Cashier. But in 1950 he became a 
deputy principal of the Discount 
Office and was promoted principal 
four years later—a post of equivalent 
rank ro that of Chief Cashier. He 
retired in 1967 and two years later 
became the founder chairman of the 
Atlantic International, a small Amer¬ 
ican-owned conglomerate bank in 
London. He was made its president 
eight years ago. 

He was also chairman of several 
other companies at one time, includ¬ 
ing Astley & Pearce, the Exco 
International Broking Group and 
Charterhouse Japhet. Among the 
other firms whose boards he joined 
were United Dominions Trust, the 
Guthrie Corporation and the Bank of 
Scotland. 

He was made a Freeman of the 
City of London and took particular 
pride in being elected an honorary 
fellow of the Royal College of General 
Practitioners, an honour given in 
recognition of his help to the college 
over raising funds. Nearly 64 ft tall, 
and taller still in his top hat. he cut an 
imposing figure as he strode down 
Threadneedle Street. He was, howev¬ 
er. for the most pan a gentle giant, an 
easygoing sociable man who was 
popular both inside and outside the 
Bank of England. 

When interviewing other City 
bankers he managed to give the 
impression that he'was being quite 
amazingly indiscreet to which they 
responded by similarly disclosing 
their own confidences. It was only the 
following day that many realised 
Garke had told them virtually noth¬ 
ing they did not know already 
whereas they themselves had re¬ 
vealed more than they needed to. It 
was a skill which stood him in good 
stead for many years. 

He made a point of employing the 
prettiest girls for the Discount Office. 
As it was seen as the Bank's 
“window" onto the City, he thought 
that this improved its public image. 

Not only did he continue to paint 
throughout his life, but developed a 
particular skill as a cartoonist, fre¬ 
quently contributing to the Old Lady . 
die Bank of England's own house 
journal. He also spent much of his 
spare time in his kitchen garden, 
growing his own vegetables, a habit 
he had acquired during the war. 

Clarke’s first wife Sibyl, a former 
Bank of England clerk, died in 1975 
after suffering for many years from 
cancer, through which Clarke devot¬ 
edly nursed her. In 1984 he married 
his second wife Ann, also a former 
Bank employee, who survives him 
together with a son from his first 
marriage. 



THE RIGHT REV GERALD COLIN 


The Right Rev Gerald 
Colin Bishop of 
Grimsby. 1966-79. died in 
Norwich on December 19 
aged 82. He was born on 
July 13.1913. 

A BIG man in every sense of 
the phrase. Gerald Colin was 
one of those parish priests who 
make very effective bishops. 
Appointed Bishop of Grimsby 
— one of the two suffragan 
sees of Lincoln — in 1966. he 
had by then already spent 18 
years as vicar of Frodingham, 
the mother church of Scun¬ 
thorpe and one of the diocese’s 
more demanding parochial 
posts. 

Through the Scunthorpe In¬ 
dustrial Mission, which he 
helped to found, he did much 


to foster good relations be¬ 
tween the churches and the 
then expanding steel industry. 
His personality lent itself to 
such a purpose: he was enor¬ 
mously bonhomous and 
cheerful — not for nothing was 
he for nearly a decade director 
of the Butlin’s camps chap¬ 
laincy service — with more 
than his fair share of Irish wit 
Gerald Fitzmaurice Colin 
was bom in Dublin of Swiss- 
Irish parentage. His father’s 
family came from Neuchalel, 
his mother was a Fitzmaurice 
from Co Carlow m Southern 
Ireland. He had a wholly Irish 
education, going to St Pat¬ 
rick’s Cathedral School and 
Mountjqy School in Dublin 
before graduating from Trin¬ 
ity College, Dublin, with innu- 
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GRAND SALE! 

New Yamaha Grmdpmma 
iy low priced 


Choose firm 100's of new 
and secondhand Upright, 
Grand & Digital pianos. 
You can erenmre one firm 
only £20 per month wtih an 
option to buy kaer. 

MARKSON PIANOS 
Established 1910 
0171 935 8682 (NW1) 
0181854 4517(SEIS) 
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TICKETS FOR SALE 


TICKETS 
FOR SALE 

When raponang to 
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readers are advlMd to 
■MM the ta value and 
ran detas* at Octoas&efcce 
adertno any 
catnRdtRMnL Moat oana 
tickets are raided to tfnet 
re-ole and transfer rdat. 


TICKETS 

S NATIONS RUGBY 
EMC CLAPTON. 
SIMPLY RED. 

nNA ranca oasb 


MISS SAiOON. PHANTOM. 
SUNSET. LE8 MB. ALL POP. 
THEATRE* SPORTS 

TEL: 0171 323 4480 
GPA 


ALL AVAIL: 

■B BM—. T.--- — - 

■a pop, nr fr floats 



wmWwWt TV 0*71 9 M» 8843 
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FLIGHTS 
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J—la wattt Books 4c. 
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UK HOLIDAYS 
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OVERSEAS TRAVEL 
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FLIGHTS 

DIRECTORY 
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JKJCMHE tr.EB MB. *■*» 



VICEROY AIR 
INTERNATIONAL 
0147674111 

ASTABBT61 


TRAILFINDERS >-)- 

Low cost flights worldwide 

AND UP TO 65% DISCOUNT ON HOmS & CAR RENTAL 
CdH TroiHinden few the complete kite-mode *r»iee 
LONDON longhotf: 0171-938 3366 
TianufaiAc & European: 0171-937 5800 
Ri*4 Bumas C*w: 0171-938 3W 
BIRMINGHAM Worfdaide- 0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL Wadchride. 0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW WoddMdir 0141-353 2224 
MANCHESTER Worldwide 01 6 T-839 6969 
Fnsl 6 Buunea Cbss: 0161-839 3434 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECTORY 


CAPITAL FLIGHTS 

ftvtBtf 59 USA 129 

Stan 59 Crate 179 

Crates 59 Caribbean IB 

SURWfls 99 ttfca 296 

Greece 99 FvEbi 320 

Cyimjs BS S Amena 340 

99 AusMb 450 
ALL EUROPEAN & WORLDWIDE 
DISCOUNTS AVMLABUE |A| 

0171299 4686 H 
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CHARITY APPEALS 


ANIMALS 
IN NEED 



COURT AND SOCIAL 
PAGE 

OVER THE NEW YEAR PERIOD THE 
FOLLOWING DEADLINES WILL 
APPLY: 

Notices to appear on Thursday, December 
28th should be received in writing by noon on 
Wednesday, December 27th. Notices to 
appear on Friday, Dece m ber 29, should be 
received in writing by 5pm on W e d n esday, 
December 27. 

Notices to appear on Saturday, December 30; 

Monday, January I; Tuesday, January 2 
should be received in writing by 12 noon on 
Thursday, December 28. 

ALL NOTICES ARE ACCEPTED 
SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION 

. TEL 01717S2 7347 
FAX 0171 481 9313 


merable prizes. He rook a first 
in philosophy and followed it 
up the following year with a 
first m divinity. He never had 
any doubt about his vocation 
and was made deacon on his 
23rd birthday. 

He served his title in the 
parish of Ballywillan in 
Northern Ireland but within 
18 months had returned to 
Dublin where he became 
Chancellor’s vicar (or a minor 
canon) of St Patrick's Cathe¬ 
dral. Having his own firm 
ideas (not shared by all his 
countrymen) about the men¬ 
ace thai Nazism represented, 
he volunteered to join the RAF 
as a chaplain in 1939 — thus 
widening an experience that 
otherwise might been spent 
solely in the service of the 
Church of Ireland. 

His wartime career was not 
without adventure. Having 
failed to get aboard the little 
ships’ armada at Dunkirk, he 
endured some hazardous 
weeks making his way. largely 
under cover of darkness, 
through occupied France. He 
eventually escaped from Mar¬ 
seilles via a tug-boat carrying 
iron ore from Morocco, arriv¬ 
ing at Liverpool in late August 
1940. 

His next posting was to be 
chaplain to Thomey Island, 
which put him in the front line 
of the Battle of Britain and 
which later also involved him 
in ministering to the men 
involved in the largely ill-fated 
commando raids on northern 
France. In 1942 he was sent to 
the Far East, serving first at 
Chittagong (now in Bangla¬ 


desh but then in East Bengal) 
and then as a senior RAF 
chaplain in Ceylon and south¬ 
ern India. 

It says much for the manner 
in which the war had broad¬ 
ened his horizons that when 
he returned to Britain in 1946 
— at first to supervise the 
training of prospective RAF 
ordinands — he should within 
a year have been presented by 
Lord St Oswald to the impor¬ 
tant living of Frodingham 
(though he had never served 
in the Church of England 
previously). He certainly 
made his mark there — be¬ 
coming a Proctor in Convoca¬ 
tion for the Lincoln diocese in 
1959, rural dean of Manlake in 
I960 and a canon and preben¬ 
dary of Lincoln Cathedral that 
same year. 

Eighteen years, however, is 
a long time to spend in one 
parish and h must have been 
with some measure of relief 
that Colin received Bishop 
Kenneth Riches's invitation in 
1965 to join the episcopal staff 
of the diocese. He was conse¬ 
crated in Southwark Cathe¬ 
dral on Epiphany 1966. 

Colin had the reputation of 
possessing one of the best 
minds of all the Lincoln clergy 
and he was almost universally 
popular. A bad car accident in 
the early 1970s slowed him 
down somewhat and latterly, 
in his retirement in Norwich, 
he had been undergoing regu¬ 
lar dialysis. 

He is survived by his wife 
Iris, whom he married in 194J. 
and by three sons and two 
daughters. 


LORD JACQUES 


Lord Jacques, former 
chairman of the Co¬ 
operative Union and a 
Government Whip in the 
House of Lords. 1974-77. 

died on December 20 
aged 90. He was born on 
January IL 1905. 

JOHNNY JACQUES was the 
last survivor of a small band 
in the House of Lords who 
started their careers down the 
mines during the First World 
War. It was a distinction he 
shared until their deaths with 
Bill Blyton and Harry Taylor, 
both of whom had previously 
been Labour MPs before ar¬ 
riving in the Upper House. 
Jacques was never in the 
Commons but had a very 
active life in the Cooperative 
movement before being creat¬ 
ed a life peer by Harold 
Wilson in 1968. 

John Henry Jacques was 
bom in Ashington, Northum¬ 
berland, the home town of 
Jack and Bobby Charhon as 
well as of their uncle. Jack 
Miibum. If mining was at the 
heart of Ashington. then so 
was “The Co-op" — at which 
ail the miners and their fam¬ 
ilies shopped. At the remark¬ 
ably early age of 21 Jacques 
became general manager of 
the Moorsley Society in Co 
Durham. For the next 20 years 
he became “Mr Coop" in the 
North East 

“JJ", as he was known by his 
Cooperative colleagues, went 
on to be a tutor at the old Co 
operative College in 
Manchester, where he was a 
pioneer of what was known as 
management accounting (he 
himself had taken a BA in 
Commerce at Victoria College. 
Manchester). He remained 
teaching in Manchester until 
1942 when he was appointed 
accountant to the Plymouth 
Cooperative Society. Three 
years later, in 1945, he became 
chief executive of the Portsea 
Island Coop and spent the 
next twenty years building up 
that society until in terms of 
trading success it became the 
envy of its high street rivals. 

By the early 1960s Jacques 
had become a focal figure in 
the Cooperative movement 
He was president of the annu¬ 
al Co-operative Congress in 
1961 and served as chairman 
of the Co-operative Union 
from 1964 to 1970. At this time 



he even made an impression 
on Harold Wilson who. hear¬ 
ing him give a speech from a 
public platform, immediately 
recognised a kindred spirit. It 
was thus that he was brought 
to the House of Lords by the 
Labour Prime Minister in 
1968. 

Ai least until extreme old 
age overtook him. Jacques 
took his legislative duties very 
seriously. His experience and 
training proved very useful 
when, during the days of the 
1974-79 Labour Government 
he acted as spokesman in the 
Lords on behalf of Michael 
Foot's Department of Employ¬ 
ment. (Technically he was 
what is known as a Lord-in- 
Waiting. or a Government 
Whip, but in the Lords that 
often involves being a maid-of- 
all-work.) Although diminu¬ 
tive in stature — his head 
barely reached above the dis¬ 
patch box — Jacques relished 
debate and nearly always 
contrived to put up a stout 
defence of the Government. 
He had a crisp style of delivery 
which often proved particular¬ 
ly effective. 

His last appearance in the 
House of Lords took place 
during the debate on the 
Queen's Speech last month. 
He then entertained to lunch 
the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress of Portsmouth — 
something he had regularly 
done for 25 years. 

Lord Jacques was twice 
married, his first wife Con¬ 
stance dying in 1987. He is 
survived by his second wife 
Violet, whom he married in 
1989. and by two sons and a 
daughter from his first 
marriage. 


BILLY MARSH 


Billy Marsh, theatrical 

agent died on December 

19 aged 7R He was born 
on June 19.1917. 

BILLY MARSH was a variety 
scene veteran whose astute 
management launched or re¬ 
suscitated many a career. The 
roll-call of unknowns he nur¬ 
tured to stardom reads like a 
Who's Who of postwar enter¬ 
tainment In 1948. for exam¬ 
ple. the young and raw 
Norman Wisdom came to him 
for help. Marsh was instru¬ 
mental in building him into 
one of the great comedians of 
the 1950s and 1960s. 

Bruce Forsyth was also giv¬ 
en his big break by Marsh, 
who booked him as a compere 
for Sunday Night at the 
London Palladium in 1958. 
He also managed Tony Han¬ 
cock until his death in 1968 
and guided Charlie Drake’s 
career throughout the late 
1950s and 1960s. when Drake 
was rarely off the television 
screens. 

Marsh was just as skilful at 
turning around established 
stars’ careers, and making 
them consider a new ap¬ 
proach. Jn 1960 he was ap¬ 
proached by a depressed Eric 
Morecambe and Ernie Wise 
whose careers were then in the 
doldrums. Marsh astutely ad¬ 
vised them to concentrate on 
television and was able to fix 
an appearance for them on the 
spot. 

Marsh was a shrewd man. 
whose years in variety, and 
almost three decades of associ¬ 
ation with Bernard Delfont. 
made him an excellent judge 
of popular taste. There was 
nothing of the frustrated actor 


about him. no loud check 
suits, cigars, or booming 
voices. He had a quiet, modest 
manner but in the business he 
was known as being a shrewd 
negotiator. 

William Rawlinson Marsh 
was bom in Dover. His father 
was a fanner, bin ever since 
he was a boy. Billy was 
stagestruck. He would spend 
much of his spare money at 
the Deal Hippodrome, and 
used to cycle to Folkestone to 
the Pleasure Gardens Theatre. 
He tried his hand at perform¬ 
ing but quickly discovered 
that his real expertise lay in 
management in 1938 he got a 
job as a dogsbody with a 
touring show passing through 
Dover. 

In 1941 he joined Delfont 
beginning a long association 
with him and the Grade 
family. While Delfont concen¬ 
trated on the production side 
Marsh looked after the artistes 
and spotted future talent He 
created the lucrative summer 
season business in Blackpool, 
Bournemouth. Yarmouth and 
Torquay. And he introduced to 
American audiences such 
stars as Tommy Steele, Harry 
Secombe and Des O’Connor. 
He booked all the acts for the 
Talk of the Town. 

When Delfont was bought 
out in 1967, Marsh formed his 
own theatrical agency. 
London Management in part¬ 
nership with Michael Grade, 
followed by Billy Marsh Asso¬ 
ciates in 1987. In 1990 he was 
the subject of This is Your Life. 
the only theatrical agent to 
have been thus honoured. 

Billy Marsh is survived by 
his wife, from whom he had 
been long separated. 


DR. COOK AND THE POLE. 

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) 

COPENHAGEN. DEC. 21. 

Much surprise and disappointment was felt 
when it became known at noon today that the 
Council of Copenhagen University considered 
Dr. Cook's documents to be insufficient proof 
that he had reached the Pule, and had couched 
their report in such terms as to throw 
suspicion on the explorers statements. Dr. 
Cook spent a week in Copenhagen, and made 
himself very popular. Every one—even 
astrono m ers—-believed in him. and he 
received an honorary degree from the 
University. Public opinion was therefore not 
prepared for the frank statement in which the 
University announces the result of the 
inquiry. 

The University's derision is the sole topic to¬ 
day. The principal streets are crowded and 
special editions of the newpapers are being 
eagerly bought- The everting journals subject 
the explorer to severe criticism, and the 
Berlingske Tidende says that after this 
dinouemem the University of Copenhagen 
has finished with Dr. Cook. 

One of the most remarkable features of the 
University's derision is a statement to the 
effect that Dr. Cook’s report to the special 
commission was lacking in dear information 


ON THIS DAY 

December 22,1909 


The American Commander Robert 
Peary reached the North Pole on April 
21. 1909. Dr Coots claim that he had 
raised the Stars and Stripes there 
exactly a year earlier was proved false. 

U> an “ inadmissible" degree. The Danish 
word used for "inadmissible” is utilladelig. 
which has really a much stronger meaning. 
This, of course, implies a censure on Dr. Cook 
for sending such documents to Copenhagen 
University. 

NEW YORK AND VERDICT. 

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) 

NEW YORK. DEC. 21. 

The Copenhagen verdict on Dr. Cook’s 
daim is received here as final. The explorer 
himself, according to his brother, sailed for 
Naples in the Caronia on November 27. 
thence proceeded to Denmark, and is now at 


Christiansand. Norway. It seems unlikely 
that he will return here. 

Theverdict was no surprise, since Dr. Cook 
has been practically discredited for weeks. 
Even his doughty defender, the New York 
Herald, had lost heart long before this. 

When Commander Peary heard the news 
today he had but little comment to make. He 
said:- 

Three months ago from the Labrador cnasr I 
sounded an explicit and deliberately worded 
warning to the world based on comptett and 
accurate in forma boo in regard to Dr. Cook's 
daim. In doing so I accepted the responsibility 
devolving upon me and fulfilled my duty to 
myself and to the public. 

Hie public cannot daim to have fulfilled its 
duly towards him. The Evening Post in a 
strong leading artide says-.- 

Commander ftary has been defrauded of 
something which can never be restored to him... 
The joy of acclaim that should have greeted him 
at the triumphant dose of his 33 years' quest can 
never be his. 

Yet as another journal remarks, events 
have demonstrated that Commander Peary 
not merely discovered the Pole, but that he is 
“a manly man—one that every American 
may proudly salute as a fellow-countryman 
and thus recover from the shame they feel that 
the other is also an American..." 
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THE TIMES TODAY 




FRIDAY 


NEWS 




Prince says he will not remarry 

■ The Prince of Wales made it dear yesterday that he had no 
intention of remarrying after the inevitable divorce that will 
end his 14-year marriage. 

His statement, issued through St James's Palace, is intended 
to allay the fears of politicians, leading churchmen and the 
public that the Prince would marry Camilla Parker Bowles, 
taking a divorced woman as queen consort The Princess has 
not yet replied to the Queen's letter_Pages 1, X 15-15 


Hazards ahead for the big getaway 


■ Half the population of Britain is expected to be on the move 
today as the Christmas getaway begins in earnest Traffic jams, 
snow and road works on 38 main routes are among the treats in 
store for an estimated 25 million people. Airports are preparing 
for one of the busiest days of the year.. Pages 1,18 


Jack beats John 

John Major's plans for a meet- 
the-people tour in Dublin were 
overshadowed by the Irish hero 
Jade Chariton, who announced 
his retirement as the national 
team's manager_Pages 1,2,36 

Fishing for quotas 

Tony Baldry, the Fisheries Minis¬ 
ter. embarked on a Brussels bar¬ 
gaining session to fix new catch 
quotas, with the outcome unlikely 
to placate British fishermen or 
Tory Euro-cep tics_Page 2 


Biggies flies again 

Angus “Biggies" Black, 75, a for¬ 
mer fighter pilot was fined £300 
but was allowed to keep his car 
after being found guilty of driving 
while disqualified for the twenty- 
fourth time__Page 6 

Off the air 

Chris Evans failed to turn up to 
present his Radio 1 breakfast 
show after a strenuous night at 
his own office party_Page 6 

Dog digs up dinosaur 

A dinosaur arm bone has beat 
dug up by a dog on an Isle of 
Wight beach. Jake, a Stafford¬ 
shire bull terrier, found the ’ 
iguanodon while walking with 
his master...Page 5 

Blood pressure risk 

People in their 40s and 50s with 
raised blood pressure are at ten 
times higher risk of suffering a 
stroke, scientists at Oxford and 
Cambridge have found ....Page 4 


Surgeon cleared 

A consultant surgeon who re¬ 
moved a woman’s womb without 
getting her consent after he dis¬ 
covered that she was pregnant, 
was cleared of illegally procuring 
an abortion_Page 5 

30 years of 70mph 

Thirty years ago the TOmph speed 
limit was imposed on Britain's 
roads. The restriction, introduced 
as a four-month trial, was greeted 
with a mixture of anger and 
scepticism_Page 6 

Mafia hitman 

A professional assassin who shot 
dead a British geophysicist in 
what is thought to be a case of 
mistaken identity, may well have 
been in the pay of the Russian 
Mafia, police believe.Page 8 

Spy accusation 

Jozef Oleksy, the Polish Prime 
Minister, was fighting to retain 
his authority after Lech Walesa 
accused him of working for the 
Russian secret service.Page 9 

Clinton defiant 

President Clinton said the $25 
million Whitewater investigation 
into his affairs was groundless 
and rejected comparisons with 
Watergate.... Page 10 

Bethlehem protest 

As Bethlehem was handed aver to 
Palestinian control, a chief rabbi 
ordered all Israelis, including sol¬ 
diers, to rend their clothes in ritu¬ 
al mourning .Pages 11.15 


Male and female mis-created he them 


■ The human body is riddled with design errors which remain 
uncorrected despite several millennia of evolution. Experts and 
celebrities writing in the British Medical Journal say 
refinements ranging from detachable body parts to an annual 
mating season should be considered by the Almighty in 
designing the mark 2 version.. Pages 4,15 






Ducks on an icebound canal near Skipton yesterday. Forecasters say prospects for a white Christmas are finely balanced 


Economy: Invisible earnings have 
helped to reduce Britain’s current 
account deficit Workers are saving 
less of their salaries than they were 
earlier in the year —Page 19 

Forte: Granada said that there was 
heavy demand by banks to under¬ 
write the £25 billion of loans need¬ 
ed to finance the £33 billion hostile 
bid for Forte .... —Page 19 


Water. General Utilities and SAUR 
Water Services, two French-owned 
companies, have launched a £75 
million bid for Mid Kent Holdings, 

the water company...Page 19 

Markets: The FT-SE100 index rose 
19.6 points to dose at 36333. Ster¬ 
ling’s trade-weighted index fell 
from 829 to 828 after a rise from 
$13380 to $13391 but a fell from 
DM23I96 to DM23168.....Page 22 


Football: Jack Charlton, the most 
successful manager in Ireland’s 
history, resigned after meeting 
officials of the FA of Ireland in 
Dublin-Pages 36. 32 


Cricket: Jason Galiian. flown in to 
fill the jinxed No 3 position, man¬ 
aged to score only three runs in the 
first innings against the South Afri¬ 
can Students XI-Page 34 

Football: Mike Walker, whose 


managerial career has shot from 
the peak of success to the depths in 
two years, is angry after missing 

out on two plum jobs-Page 36 

Rugby union: The Scotland squad 
have been offered contracts cover¬ 
ing the match against Western Sa¬ 
moa and the five nations' 
championship that could be worth 
£25,000 .Page 33 


KP 


Sylvie on screen: The Royal Bal¬ 
let's top star, Sylvie Guillem, is 
hosting a series on BBC television 
next week to introduce her favour¬ 
ite modem choreographers to a 
wider audience_Page 27 

Britpop’s yean David Sinclair re¬ 
views the pop events of 1995, an 
annus mirabilis for British bands, 
including Oasis, Blur — and the 

repackaged Beatles-Page 29 

Flowers for Christmas: The pop 
year has been given one last twist 
by the arrival of the Mike Flowers 
Pops Orchestra in the Christmas 
charts — a group so unfashionable 
that they are the height of 
fashion_Page 29 

On stage: A fine new play at the 
Tricycle KUburru a tacky and feeble 
panto in Wimbledon.Page 28 
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IN THE TIMES 


■ WIN A MAC 
A £2,300 Apple 
Macintosh Performer 
to be won in our 12 days 
of Christmas 
competitions 


■ LUCKY FOR SOME 
Simon Barnes’s 
seasonal sporting 
numbers game 


Valerie Grave talks to Shelley Von 
Strunckd, who describes herself as 
“astrology’s, most visible expo¬ 
nent,” having inherited the mantle 
of the late Pa trie Walker... Page 12 
Modem values: Bygone days of 
scandal and shame now seem curi¬ 
ously archaic, but what effect will 
the divorce of the Prince and Prince 
of Wales have on couples contem¬ 
plating such a step?-Page 13 

Breaking up to hard'to da Oasis 
have fought their way through 
1995, and now their emotional 
breakup will hit the most spectacu¬ 
lar high note of all-Page 12 


Early starters: The Labour Party 
wants to develop foreign-language 
teaching in primary schools. This is 
already bring done in Scotland 
where two factors are judged to be 
all-important.Page 26 


The dismantling of the royal mar¬ 
riage must be done in a way that 
maintains the confidence of the 
people. Charles and Diana must 
find a civilised and tolerant way of 
co-existing in our public life. This is 
utterly vital for the well-being of 
their children, but it is also neces¬ 
sary in a udder sense. We need to 
respect them again. Post-divorce 
bickering would make that impos¬ 
sible: they must show us that they 
are capable of flexibility and toler¬ 
ance —Evening Standard 


Preview: Spiky-haired pook • 
Rhodes gets in the festive mood,'(. 
Rhodes Around Christmas •- 
S30pm). Review: Lynne Ti ys.gife >V 
Christmas specials are n^speoa]-. 
enough.———--„,.^.PagcS-; 


Royal wisdom 

The hand the Queen has snefcbefl; 
out should be 
tude and relief. 




O Little Town ; 

No one wants Bethehem te be the 

museum site of a vaaislied 


faith. 


Body politics 

If the human, body were a car; ft 
would have been hcmed alrrwst tD 
perfection by now.~~-,.~—Pagc £ 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG ; 

The Prince has responded 
wife's expression of- dcaibt abcwt -;;"T 
whether he would ever.berime 
King by letting it be known thatfe- 
does not intend to remariy. -He Is.- 
committing himself to - put (be- ^ 
Crown first. That is wise, because 
the future of his relationship- 
Mrs Parker Bowles would inevita¬ 
bly have become the sufcgect of - 
endless damaging 'gossip and spec¬ 
ulation. If he had decided to many 
her, that would have been esatiro*. 
yersial, and it is a controversy:the --- 
Crown can do without—;Pagelf : - 
JOHN GRIGG 


The Princess is prepared. If neees^: - 
sary, to divide public opinion and - 
so impair one of the monarchy's. -- 
vital functions. - Some of her 
marks on Panorama also suggest¬ 
ed that she was determined to ‘stop 
her husband becoming King. Conr ~ 
stkutionaUy, she has no power to 
do this. But there are other forms of - 
power that she can wield, so long as . 
she retains her hold on the puttie 
imagination _-—Page M 


Hilton . Clarke, principal of the ... 
Discount Officeat the Bank of Eng- ' 
land; Lord Jacques. Government-- - 
Whip in the House of Lords; Tbe y r 
Right Rev Gerald Colin. Bishop ol. 
Grimsby; BJQy Marsh, theatrical:, 
agent.——____Page 17 ’ 


Issues behind the Brixton riots; re* 
flection an no-fault divorce; rail 
privatisation; future of Common¬ 
wealth Institute-......_Page 15 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,045 



ACROSS 

1 Part of corporation is breaking the 
rules (5J.4). 

8 One new piece of timber within 
the vessel (7). 

9 Alternate rock and roll (7). 

1! A Callas smash here? (2,5). 

12 Some misuse date-stamping For 
drugs (7). 

13 Vehicle check — take off the street 

this old heap (5). 

14 Has gone round globe, taking 
things in (9]. 

16 Remind one to call me of the 

Brontes (4,1,4). 

19 Goddess’s father always around 
(5). 

21 Wretched war criminal confined 
in a place? On the contrary (7). 

23 Excess foam a d rawbadc (7). 


24 Exotic articles in wash (7]. 

25 Inspired to be an artist in pub (7). 

26 Worried gang hide till principal 
appears {73). 


Solution to Puzzle No 20.044 


aanos HaaaacjaiaH 
QCTnaassH 
aasaniHasaa ssqes 

sannansa 
gunman nasanana 

Gt Q H 0 @ a 
amaaggaamH ataag 
sasaasaizi 
aaaa aasnasaasQ 
a a a s a □ 
aaaaaataa nanasc;] 
aanaHUJna. 
nasma ansaamsaii 
asisfflaaaa 
anoanansra saaas 


DOWN 

1 Is tabby prepared to tend for 
young? (7). 

2 What’s come from lake, spilt over 

time? (7). 

3 ft may be seen on one’s head, or on 
one’s toes (9). 

4 Potassium found in fish shells {5). 

5 Bed accommodating a guest (7). 

6 He gets what* left of port, in 
genera] (7). 

7 Officer, if armed, shall change 
order (5,7). 

10 Aid to translation university 
brought into favour (73). 

15 Shop assistant sells a rig in error 
(9). 

17 Write up notes for divinity (7). 

18 Put right what happened at noon 

(7). 

19 Stand in the hot spot, with 
shorting to follow (7). 

20 The Spanish say a religious work 
is foil of grace (7). 

22 Provisions American drug squad 
turned up (5). 


Times Two Crossword, page 36 




Fortha Latest region by region forecast. 24 hours 
a day. cM 0891 500 fallowed by the appropriate 
code: 


Greeter London.. 701 

Kert.Surey.Sussex. 702 

Doreel.Harts8.10W.. 703 

Devon & CorTTHBl—...„ ... 7W 

Wacs.GtoucsAvon.Soma.. 705 

Bate,Buchs,GMon...706 

Beds.Heft5&Essex..... 707 

Norfc<lr.Sullo«<£am&s.700 

WeslMd&SthGtem&Gvrert.. .709 

Shropa.Herekte 8, Wares_ 710 

Central Udsnds... 711 

EastMdtends.. 712 

Uncs & Humberside... 713 

DytedS Powys... .... .... 714 

Gwynedd SCtoyd.. 715 

NWEngbnd... 716 

W & 5 Yorks & Dates... 717 

NE England .. 718 

Cumbria & Late Disln« .. 719 

S WScoUand.. 720 

WCertrel Scotland... 721 

Etfln S Rle/Lrthian & Borders. 722 

E Central Scotland.. .723 

Grairptan & E Highlands.... .. 724 

NWSccUand .... .. 725 

Caflhnass.Orhney 4 Shetland_ .726 

N Ireland... 7Z7 

Weatimal it. charged M 39 b per minute (cheap 


charged ai 39p | 

rate) and 49p per minute at all other times 


For the latest AA. trarfle/raadworta Information, 
24 hours a day. <faf 0338 401 fallowed by the 
appropriate coda- 
London & SE traffic, roadworks 

Area nothin M2S. . 731 

Essaxff^erls/a0ds/BucterBer1«A)OT ..73? 

Kert/SuneyTSUssetHants.734 

M£5 l&ndch Ortstnl orff..736 

National traffic and roadwork* 

National motoevrays... 737 

WestCounlry.. 738 

Wales. .. ...730 

Midlands.. ..740 

East Angle .. .741 

North-west England..... .. 742 

North-east England ._ . ..743 

Scotland.. .... _744 

Northern Ireland.... . 745 

AA Boedwatch « charged at 39p per minule 

(cheap rate) and 49p per minute at all other times. 
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□ General: England and Wales will 
start cloudy and wet, with heavy rain 
especially in northern areas. Drier 
weather wjf] spread northeast during 
the day although it will remain mostly 
cloudy. Further rain is likely in the west 
later with drizzle lingering over southern 
coasts. In northeast England there may 
be a tew brighter spells. Mild. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland will 
also have rain, some of it heavy, 
particularly over eastern Scotland. 
Snow is likely over high ground in 
northern Scotland where it will still be 
quite cold with strong winds. The 
Shetland Isles will have snow showers. 


□ London, SE, Central S England, E 
Anglia, Midlands: Cloudy. Wet start 
Mainly dry later. Wind south to south¬ 
west moderate. Mild. Max IOC to 12C 
(50F to 54F). 


□ E, NW, Central N, NE England, N 
Wales, Lakes: Heavy rein clearing. 
Mostly cloudy. A lew brighter spells. 


Wind southwest moderate. Much 
milder. Max BC to IOC (46F to 50F). 

□ Channel Isles, SW England, S 
Wales: Mostly cloudy. Some drizzle 
then heavier rain later. Wind south to 
southwest fresh. Mild. Max IOC to 12C 
(50F to 54F). 

□ loM, Borders, Edinburgh & Dun¬ 
dee, SW Scotland, Glasgow, Argyll, 
N Ireland: Cloudy. Rain at times. Wind 
east to northeast moderate. Milder. 
Max SC to IOC (46F to 50F). 

□ Aberdeen, Central Highlands, 
Moray Firth, NE, NW Scotland, 
Orkney. Windy. Ran spreatSng north. 
Sleet and snow on hUls. Wind northeast 
strong locally gale force. Max 4C to 6C 
(39F to 43F). 

□ Shetland: Some sunshine. Sleet 
and snow showers. Wind northeast 
fresh. Coki. Max 2C (36F). 

□ Outlook for weekend: Rain In 
south clearing. Drier, brighter, colder 
weather spreading from the north. 


24 bus to 5 pm: b* 


Bright: c«ctoud; d^dibzUX ds-cJum storm; du=di* h=haicfg=log; g^grta; h«hafl; 


r=rafn: shsahowac st^ateet; on-snow 8=sun; i 
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Yesterday; Highest day tetrp: Guernsey. 13C 
i; lowest day rrarc Awamore. Hghiand. -5C 
. j;rtgl»strwiM;rdgmraith Devon, 1.03m; 
highest sunshine: MS. Shetland. 1.6hr. 


FLIGHT SAVERS 



LONDON 
TO EDINBURGH 
OR GLASGOW 


Rronc AlrUK Oi0345 666777ar 
contact ynr trad agent H mejflr cradft 
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MPs to quiz Barings chiefs over destruction of records 


By Robert Miller 

THREE former senior executives of Barings 
are to be quizzed by MPs on allegations that 
key documents were shredded and records 
of telephone conversations between London 
and Singapore were removed shortly after 
the bank crashed. 

Sir Tom Arnold, chairman of the Com¬ 
mons Treasury Select Committee, yesterday 
confirmed that the committee will" raise the 
matter when Peter Baring, former chair¬ 
man of the 233-year old merchant bank. 
Andrew Tuckey. his deputy, and Peter 
Norris, former chief executive officer. 


appear before MPs early in the new year. 
Sir Tom said: “Any allegations of such a 
serious nature will be examined 
thoroughly.” 

The committee is also expeaed 10 talk to 
Hesse! Linden be rgh. who heads ING 
Barings. ING. the Dutch -banking and 
insurance group that bought Barings for a 
nominal El and agreed to foot the £8t>0 
million debt mountain caused by the 
trading activities of Nick Leeson. 

It is understood that the documents in 
question were shredded and tapes removed 
shortly after the collapse, although the 
personnel responsible have not been formal¬ 


ly identified. There is no suggestion that any 
of the three key executives knew ahout the 
incidents. 

It was after a final board meeting on the 
evening of Sunday February 26 that 
Barings' directors were told there would be 
no Bank of England rescue package and 
that administrators had liecn appointed. It 
was at that point (hat all documents should 
have been secured within the bank's 
headquarters in the City of London. 

The Commons committee, which is to 
hold its own inquiry into the ESbO million 
Barings' collapse, hopes to launch its 
investigation in January by taking evidence 


from officials From Simex. the Singapore 
International Monetary Exchange: 

Sir Tom said: “We have written to ask 
Simex officials- if they would be prepared to 
come over and help us.” 

Alistair Darling. Labour's City spokes¬ 
man. said Iasi night: "If there is even a hint 
that evidence relating to the collapse of 
Barings has been destroyed or tampered 
with, then the Treasury Select cumminec 
must investigate the matter exhaustively.” 

The Securities and Futures Authority 
(SFA), which is investigating the role of 12 
former Barings' executives in the crash, is 
understood 10 have examined the allega- 


Revolt over new Oftel powers 

Bruised BT 
braced for 
MMC inquiiy 
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BRITISH TELECOM faces 
a Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission inquiry after 
objecting yesterday to plans 
by Oftel to increase its pow¬ 
ers to investigate anti¬ 
competitive behaviour. 

BTs continued opposition to 
the proposals by the industry 
regulator will further sour 
relations with Don 
Cruickshank. the Director- 
General of Telecommunica¬ 
tions- The two sides have been 
ai loggerheads all year over 
how much discretion the Di¬ 
rector-General should have 
over the company's affairs. 

A recent MMC referral, 
over phone number porta¬ 
bility, went in the Director 
General's favour earlier this 
week. 

John Butler. BPs director of 
regulatory affairs, said: "We 
would not wish to enter lightly 
into an MMC reference, but 
this gives him the opportunity 
to interfere in BTS business to 


By Eric Reguly 

an' extent that has not been 
possible to date." 

Mr Cruickshank's propos¬ 
als are aimed at reducing his 
role as a day-to-day regulator 
so he can become more of a 
competition watchdog in what 
has become one of the world's 
most competitive telecoms 
markets. 

To accomplish this, he 
wants to delete dozens of 
conditions on BTs licence, 
many of them relics of the 
early 1980s, giving toe com¬ 
pany greater freedom to set 
prices and introduce services. 
In exchange, he would keep a 
dose eye on BT to ensure that 
it does not abuse the dominant 
position it retains in most 
categories of phone service. 

For example, the Director- 
General would prevent BT 
from refusing to supply inter¬ 
connection services to a com¬ 
petitor “on reasonable terms” 
or refusing to share network 
capacity “where there is no 


French water pair 
bid for Mid Kent 


By Alasdair Murray 


MFD KENT HOLDINGS 
yesterday became the latest 
UK water industry bid target 
after two French companies. 
General Utilities and SAUR 
Water Services,, made a 
■WGp-a-share offer valuing it 
at £75 million. 

In a terse response. Mid 
Kent said that the bid was 
unwelcome and advised 
shareholders to take no ac¬ 
tion. The company also said 
that the mandatory referral 
of the bid to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Committee 
would expose shareholders, 
cusiomers and employees to 
a long period of uncertainty. 

Mid Kent shares rose 77p. to 
430p. lOp below the bid. 

General Utilities and 
SAUR already own 39 per 
cent of Mid Kent and say 

they aim to achieve better use 
of water resources by split¬ 
ting Mid Kent into two 
divisions and merging these 
with their own neighbouring 


water companies. The com¬ 
panies promised to talk with 
Mid Kent once toe bid had 
MM£ approval. 

Mid Kent, supplying wat¬ 
er to 525.000 people. last year 
made profits of £8-3 million 
on turnover of £38 million. 

General Utilities and 
SAUR — in contrast to Lyon- 
naise des Eaux, the French 
water group that has ac¬ 
quired Northumbrian Water 
— have concentrated cm 
building a network of small 
water companies in toe UK. 

General Utilities, parr erf 
the French water giant Coro- 
pagnie Generate des Eaux. 
already holds 243 per cent erf 
Mid Kent ordinary shares 
and owns the Folkestone and 
Dover water operations, ad¬ 
joining Mid Kent’s area. 

SAUR, part of the French 
construction company. Bcrny- 
gues, holds 143 per cent of 
Mid Kent and owns neigh¬ 
bouring South East Water. 


genuine capacity restraint”. 
Mr Cruickshank said the pro¬ 
posals are modelled closely on 
European competition law. 

He disputed BTs claim that 
he was attempting to extend 
his powers over the company. 
The proposals, he said, oper¬ 
ate within the framework of 
the Telecommunications Act 
toe Competition Act and toe 
Fair Trading Aa. 

They give him the ability to 
force an operator to cease an 
anti-competitive practice but 
do not allow him to impose 
any fines. The offending com¬ 
pany must comply with an 
enforcement order and has no 
right of appeal. 

Mr Cruickshank said toe 
proposed licence conditions on 
anti-competitive behaviour 
were less broad than BT has 
already accepted on Concert, 
its international telecoms joint 
venture with MCI of America. 

BT. however, said the Direc¬ 
tor-General's power’s would 
be enlarged because it would 
be up to him alone to decide 
what constitutes anti-competi¬ 
tive behavior. 

Alan Rudge. BTs deputy 
managing director, said: “He 
would have almost absolute 
power, with no right of appeal 
to toe courts or other disinter¬ 
ested body for impartial anal¬ 
ysis if he gets the facts wrong 
or his derision is mist¬ 
aken ... Any extension of 
these powers should be a 
matter for Parliament.” 

BT said it was particularly 
concerned about the proposed 
condition that appears to re¬ 
quire BT to warn its competi¬ 
tors about the introduction of 
new services “to enable them 
to respond with their own 
offerings in a timely manner'". 

BT scud toe condition is 
absorb because it would force 
the company to give away 
trade secrets. 

The telecoms industry has 
until early next year to re¬ 
spond to the Oftel proposals, 
which would come into effect 
in 1997. 

Mr Cruickshank said there 
is some leeway in toe discus¬ 
sions. but warned that the 
principle of moving Oftel to¬ 
wards becoming a competi¬ 
tion authority “is fixed”. 

Pennington, page 21 
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Consumers are saving less from their incomes than at any time since 1990 


Granada’s 
cash for 
Forte ready 

By Eric Reguia 

GRANADA said its banking 
syndicate had finished toe 
underwriting of E23 billion in 
loans needed to finance its £3.3 
billion hostile bid for Forte, the 
hotels and restaurants group. 

Granada said the deal was 
heavily over subscribed. The 
lead banks — Barclays. Chem¬ 
ical and ABN Amro — placed 
the loan at the London Inter¬ 
bank Offered Rate plus 375 
basis points. The rate was 
considered Fairly cheap; fi¬ 
nancing for large acquisitions 
are typically priced at Libor 
plus a I most I percentage 
point. 

The funds will be used to 
finance the bid's cash option of 
321.7p for every Forte share as 
well as toe cash portion or the 
shares-and-cash alternative. A 
Granada spokesman said the 
company expected most Forte 
shareholders to opt for toe 
latter if they back the takeover 
attempt. 

Separately, a survey con¬ 
ducted by Pannell Kerr Forster, 
the management consultants, 
said the hotels sector was 
fuming round after the long 
recession and should see 
steady profit growth over the 
next few years. The report 
backs a recent Arthur Ander¬ 
sen study which said room and 
occupancy rates are climbing 
in the upper end of the markeL 

Forte is expected to use the 
Pannell report as further evi¬ 
dence that Granada's bid un- j 
dervalues the group. 
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tions. Of the 12 people, only Mr Tuckey has 
been allowed io continue to work in the Ciiy. 
as an adviser to Barings, while the inquiry 
continues. 

This is expected to be completed, possibly 
by the end of January. 

An SFA spokesman said of the allega¬ 
tions: “This has been an extremely thorough 
investigation but I cannot confirm any 
details that might be relevant to any future 
disciplinary action.” 

If any of the 12 are found guilty of 
breaking City rules they could face unlimit¬ 
ed fines or even expulsion from the 
securities industry. 
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STOCK MARKET 
INDICES 

FT-SElC©_ 3633.3 (+19.6) 

Yield.. 193% 

FT-SE A All share 1776.91 /+7.77J 
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Steel attack 

British Steel is to challenge 
the EU's sanction of the Irish 
Steel deal in die European 
Court of Justice. The deal was 
struck after the British 
Government made a 
compromise but British Steel 
believes that individual 
subsidies are illegal under the 
1951 European Coal and Steel 
Treaty. Page2l 

Fresh bids 

Engineering groups that 
enabled the General Electric 
Company to win a £2.5 bullion 
submarine contract with rheir 
novel designs are being told 
they must make fresh bids for 
construction work. Page 20 


Fall in deficit bodes 
well for economy 

By Janet Bush, economics correspondent 


SOME shafts of light were 
thrown on prospects for the 
British economy with figures 
shouting a much better than 
expected performance on toe 
current account and a surpris¬ 
ingly sharp fall in the amount 
consumers are saving our of 
their income. 

The Central Statistical Of¬ 
fice reported a current account 
deficit of El-34 billion in toe 
third quarter, far below expec¬ 
tations. The deficit of E236 
billion originally reported for 
toe second quarter was cut by 
half to £1.18 billion. Most of 
this improvement came from 
a surge in invisible earnings. 

In toe National Accounts, 
the savings ratio, the percent¬ 
age of money saved out of 
people’s incomes, fell to S.6 per 
cent from 93 per cent in the 
second quarter — toe lowest 
level since the third quarter of 
1990. Consumer spending rose 
0.6 per cent in the third 
quarter even though real per¬ 
sonal disposable income in¬ 


creased only 03 per cent. The 
figures suggest consumers 
were financing spending out 
of savings, boding well for 
spending next year. However, 
some economists said there 
was a danger of reading too 
much into the figure which 
they said reflected the statisti¬ 
cal treatment of bonuses paid 
when Uoyds Bank took over 
the Cheltenham & Gloucester. 

The CSO yesterday con¬ 
firmed growth in gross domes¬ 
tic product in the third quarter 
of 0.4 per cent. Growth in the 
second quarter was revised 
down slightly to 0.4 per cent 
from 03 per cent. Adam Cole 
of James Cape! said yesterday 
that consumer spending 
should accelerate next year 
but still revised down his 
forecast for overall growth 
next year to 23 per cent from 3 
per cent dting a huge build¬ 
up of stocks by manufacturers. 

Pennington, page 21 
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Germans poised to buy Gartmore 
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By Patricia Tehan 
BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

BANKGESELLSCHAFT Berlin, the 
stafcMJwned German bonk, is next 
month expected to announce plans to 
buy Gartmore, the fund manager, in a 
£560 million bid. 

The Berlin-based bank had been 
considering a joint bid with 
NationsBank, toe American bank that 
has an option on 25 per cent of 
Gartmore shares. But although 
NationsBank has not disappeared 
from toe shortlist for Gartmore alto¬ 
gether. Bankgesellschaft Berlin has 
emerged as frontrunner. 

The deal, dose to Gartmore’s £560 
million market capitalisation, will end 
months of uncertainty over the owner¬ 
ship of the fund manager. Gartmore was 


put up for sale by Banque Indosuez, 
which owns 75 per cent, after the 
French bank carried out a strategic 
review of its businesses. The bank, 
which bought Gartmore from British 
& Commonwealth for £140 million in 
1990. had been hoping to finalise 
details of a sale before toe end of toe 
year. But negotiations over directors' 
contracts, how to tie in key directors 
such as Paul Mynets. chief executive, 
and over toe degree of independence 
they will be given under new owner¬ 
ship. have delayed an agreement. 

NationsBank had been favourite to 
buy Gartmore. It has had a relation¬ 
ship with Gartmore since last year 
when it signed an agreement to sell 
international equity investment prod¬ 
ucts to US retail clients. 

NationsBank is keen to continue the 


joint venture, but is discouraged from 
making a bid on its own by US 
accounting rules, which would mean 
that the goodwill in toe purchase price 
would have to be wrinen off. hitting 
profits over the next few years. Last 
month it started seeking a partner for a 
joint bid. Its search led it to 
Bankgesellsdiaft Berlin. 

However, the Berlin bank is now at 
the top of the shortlist alone, although 
the deal is likely to retain an involve¬ 
ment with NationsBank. 

Other firms interested in Gartmore 
have included toe Prudential. Aegon, 
the Dutch insurer, and BAT. Although 
talks are now based on a deal with the 
German bank, the others could return 
to the negotiating table if the terms are 
not satisfactory to Indosuez and the 
Gartmore directors. 



POUR MONSIEUR 

ELEGANCE IS TIMELESS 

CHANEL 





















20 BUSINESS NEWS 


THE TIMES FRIDAY DECEMBER 22 I^S. ^ 


TOMYWHTE 


Hutchison £1.2bn 
loans will fund 
Orange expansion 


By Eric Reguiy 


HUTCHISON TELECOM, the communica¬ 
tions company heading for stock market 
flotation, has announced raising £12 billion in 
debt to finance expansion of its Orange mobile 
phone network and repay shareholder loans. 

The non-recourse loans replace project fin¬ 
ancing supplied by Hutchison Telecom's two 
owners, Hutchison Whampoa, of Hong Kong, 
with 685 per cent and British Aerospace (315 
per cent). They were underwritten by Chase 
Investment Bank and JP Morgan Securities 
and syndicated to 49 other banks. The eight- 
year loan was set at the London Interbank 
Offered Rate (Libor) plus 150 basis points, fall¬ 
ing to Libor plus 625 over the first three years. 

Hutchison Telecom said that the loans 
would allow Orange to expand coverage to 
more than 95 per cent of the population, from 
the current 85 per cent. Orange now has 
360.000 subscribers, putting it dose in size to 
Mercury One-2-One. 

Hans Snook, managing director, said the 
company will announce by February whether it 
will proceed with flotation. It is likely that any 
equity sale would occur by the end of March. 




Hans Snook, left, yesterday, with Graham Howe, Hutchison Telecom finance director, will unveil a flotation decision next year 


Over half 
job offers 


‘flexible’ 


By Our Industrial 
Editor 


JOB vacancies offered in 
the Government Job¬ 
centres are now largely for 
temporary or part-time 
work, new figures from 
the Employment Service 
show. 

More than half the va¬ 
cancies advertised in the 
high street Jobcentres are 
for work which is part- 
rime or temporary. Of the 
almost 700.000 vacancies 
in the three months to 
October. 29 per cent were 
for part-time and 23 per 
cent for temporary work. 

Whitehall officials esti¬ 
mate that the number of 
vacancies handled by 
Jobcentres is about a third 
of the total across the 
entire UK economy. 

The data were supplied 
to the Labour Party and 
Michael Meacher. Shad¬ 
ow Employment Secre¬ 
tary. said yesterday: 
"These figures confirm our 
worst fears about job inse¬ 
curity in the UK." 

□ The TUC warns today 
that achieving die econom¬ 
ic growth rate now forecast 
by Kenneth Clarke, the 
Chancellor, "will now re¬ 
quire large and immediate 
reductions in short-term 
interest rates". 


Engineers must reapply 
for £2.5bn GEC work 


By Ross Tieman, industrial correspondent 


ENGINEERING groups that 
enabled the General Electric 
Company to win a £25 billion 
submarine contract with their 
novel designs are being told 
they must bid afresh to partici¬ 
pate in the construction. 

Although the three nuclear- 
powered Trafalgar hunter- 
killer boats were to have been 
built on Tyneside, industry 
sources say that it is now 
"inconceivable" that they will 
not be assembled by VSEL, the 
Barrow-in-Furness shipyard 


taken over by GEC this 
autumn. 

The decision to rebid for 
construction work will be a 
bitter blow to Amec, the off¬ 
shore fabricator, which was to 
have assembled the vessels at 
its Wallsend yard. 

Although it helped to devel¬ 
op innovative designs that will 
cut the construction cost, 
Amec will now be reduced to 
the role of a fabricator, at best. 
Amec will face aggressive 
tenders from VSEL. which has 


a huge covered dock and a 
looming order shortage. 

Discussions will begin next 
month about a contract to 
design and build the three 
Batch 2 Trafalgar boats, and 
provide support The final 
contract expected to take six 
months to negotiate, wifi in¬ 
clude an option to build a 
further two boats. 

GEC was manoeuvred into 
bidding for the work after the 
Ministry of Defence derided it 
was unwilling to pay whatever 


Rolls-Royce names new chief 


By Ross Tieman, industrial correspondent 


THE next chief executive of 
Rolls-Royce, the aerospace 
and power engineering group, 
is to be John Rose, managing 
director of its Aerospace 
Group. He succeeds Sir Ter¬ 
rence Harrison, a former head 
of the industrial engineering 
side, who retires on April 30. 

The new head of Aerospace 
will be Colin Green, who is 
vice-president of business oper¬ 
ations with the Allison Engine 
Company, the Rolls-Royce’s re¬ 
cently acquired manufacturer 


of turbo-prop and helicopter 
engines in America. 

Lord Moore of Lower 
Marsh wifi succeed Sir Ter¬ 
ence as deputy chairman of 
the Rolls-Royce group on Jan¬ 
uary 1. Sir Ralph Robins 
remains executive chairman. 

Rolls-Royce has developed 
a new generation of aero¬ 
engines, the Trent series, but 
faces intense competition in 
civil aerospace markets from 
its US rivals General Electric 
and Pratt & Whitney. 
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Harrison: set to retire 
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ROBERT WISEMAN DAIRIES 
PLC 

A PETITION having linen pit- 
sailed la me Court of Session an 
Ida Decan Per 1996 bv Robert 
Wiseman Damn pic. a company 
Incorporated under ll> Compa¬ 
nies Acts and twvtng Us Rogb- 
terra. Office M 189 Ounpiw 
Road. EM KJIbrtdo, Oww (or 
Confirmation of CanceOaUan of 
Share Premium Account. Die 
Court pronounced Uw 
umtartKXal Interlocutor on Taas- 
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The l onv» oh U*c MMWn of U» 
Petmoom. appoint me PetUMo to 
be bttJntMM on the WaOs In com- 

man form and to be advertised 
once in Uie Edinburgh Ovett* 
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and -1711108' Mnopapcn: noooinbi 
an parties cKdrruns Interest to 
lodge Answer* thereto, if so 
advised. WiMr 21 days after 
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No. 006070 of 1996 
IN THE HIOH COURT Of 
juen ce 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF DANIEL 
TWWAITES PUBLIC LIMITED 
COMPANY 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1986 
NOTICE 8 HEREBY OVEN 
Hurt me Order af the mob Court 
of Justice iQuiicnv Division I 
dated aw 6a day of December 
1996 confirming UM reduction of 
me snare capital or me above- 
named Company from 
STT.EOO.OOO K> C7.060,000 In 

accordance wan the aBave-men- 
uenea Art was rogiatnra) by the 
Registrar of Ctenpantea on It 
Dccemlnr 1995. 

TTowcre * HamBia 

6 New Sduare 

Lincoln's inn 

London WC2A 2RP 

(Ref: CEL 608.1 JTWM 

T«l: 0171 831 62921 

SOUCtTORSi FOR THE 

COMPANY 


LEGAL NOTICES 


The Insolvency Act 1986 
GEMINI CA SH * CARRY 
LIMITED 

Rn AdmlnlstraUani 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

UtaA a Meottng of Creditor* of 
above matin H Do be held at The 
CUfion Ford Hotel. *7 Wetted 
Street. London win 8DN on 3rd 
January 1996 at 11.00 am 
1. To oratdfr Die Joint Admtnts- 
traterr propotais under Section 
23(1) of the bmotvencar Art 1986 
and to ronsMKT istaMlsMng a 
creditor* rommtoec. 

A proxy (orm which should be 
com Head and r et aiu ed to me 
Jobu Ad m U iMi a lora by die dote 
Of the maetlno if you cannot 

attend Die meeting and wish to be 
■uiH faented. m order to be 
endued to vole at the meeting you 
most (pvo to us not later man 
12.00 noon on me buftnen axr 
before the day (bead for me meet¬ 
ing. details in writing of your 

Oalm. P 8 DUNN SMJC OLD 

HAM. The Joint AdmUUstraton. 
Latham Cranrty 6- Dtnftm. 7 
Kenrtcn Place. London WIN SPf 


PURSUANT TO THE TRUSTEE 
ACT 1920 

The Shares In The Company Of 
Proprietors of the 
Rivers Wye and Lugo Navigation 
and Hone Towipg-mm 
(49 QeoJIl cap. IxxvliO 
in the Qoncetmeu County Court 
NOTICE ta HEREBY GIYUU 
that any person having a 
-proprietory or benencte) mured 
to the shares of the above-cap¬ 
tioned corporation must send pof 
bculora in wtiung of Ms cUdRi or 

Interest to the Court M 33 Duncan 

Terrace. London NW1. and to the 
undcnbpMM at the address given 
B«ow before the 1st daw of March 
1996. after which date me shares 

in the corporation wm oc distrib¬ 
uted by the appointed trustee 
amongst those pnum applying 
therefore having wgara only w 
the claims and interests of which 
he has had notice 
Doted lias 1st day of December 
1996 

V R StoctuiKKr 
APOHaml/TTusU* 

«3 Trinity Court 
Saint Andrew's Gardens 

Bloomsbury 

London WCIX 8JZ _ 


No 006299 of 1996 
IN THE HIGH COURT Or 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
A BECKMAN PLC 
AND IN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1986 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
tool the Order of the mob Court 
of Justice (Chancery Dtvtsloni. 
Companies Court dated 13 
December 1996, confirming ute 
reduction of the ctodlal of the 
above-named Company from 
£1-630-000 lo £1.164.287 JSO 
and the Minute approved by the 
Court snowing with roped lo the 
oplUl of the Company as altered 
the several Particulars required 
try n» above-menuoned AG weir 
l e g t w ere d by the Roghmar aI 

Companies on l9 O CTW H r 

199B. 

Doted this 22nd day of December 
1996 

Berwtn Leighton 
Adelaide House 
London Bridge 
London EC*R 9HA 
TUepttone: 0171-623 3144 
Red JOWK/«699/»/C&. 

So u eu e ra for the above-named 

Oomnany _ _ 


IN THE MATTER OF THE 
TRUSTEE ACT 1926 
And In me matter of Shares in the 
Estate of Charles Henry 
Bodennam. dmhhu 
tai the deracDweti County Court 
TAKE NOTICE that on the 30th 
nay of Novritdmr 1996 the Appu- 
CMtL Victor Richard Stock! oger. 
of 43 TrinUy Court. Sami 
Andrews Gardens. Bloomsbury, 
London. WCIX 8J7- under the 
above-ramwoned Act 


wan ted by tha Oenecnwsu 
County Court power to tr a ns i t s - 
two Shares In The Company of 

RwWm of utc River* Wyo 

and Lugg Navigation and Horse 
Tcwfnfr path (49 OcO-ScTBL now 
rttHtorM to the name of the 
RwntnUMW CHARLES 
HENRY BO0ENHAM. doraoeoo. 
one enen lo Monmoua Docks 
Limited and Syrrvoma' yd Wmt 
L trmtnL after deetoring bi his affi¬ 
davit sworn on the 30a day of 
November i99S mat further to 
dus dUtoenee and aMtdry he has 
been unaMe to locate toe benefi¬ 
ciary «f the deceased AND FUR¬ 
THER TAKE NOTICE Hurt 
P te s u as wllli » beneficial or pro¬ 
prietary lnurmt in toe snarea are 
required to give notice in wrlUng 
U this Court M 33 Dunam Ter. 
race. London nwi. and to the 
Applicant a) the address above by 
the 1st day of March 1996. 


CARROOUS COATINGS 

LIMITED 

THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 
hi accordance with Ride 4.106 
of Tho insolvency Rolen 1986 
notice to hereby Wven mat L M J 
C OUham ACA. a Licensed Irani 
vency PrartltJoner of Latham 
Crosstey & Dovtl. 7 KohrtcV 
Place. London W1H 3fT. woo 
appointed LHuldater of the above 
Company by tho QMHsn on 
18U1 Dacember 1996. DATED 
TH6 IBTH DECEMBER 1996 
M J C Oldham. ACA UouKUtor 


INSOLVENCY ACT 1966 
and 

STOCK GROUP (LONDON! 

LIMITED 
EQUITY PLAN NOMINEES 
LIMITED 

STOCK BEECH A CO LIMITED 
SPRY NOMINEES LIMITED 
STOCK ONE 

BCMB NOMINEES LIMITED 
BCMB PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LIMITED 
NOTICE IS HEREBY OVEN 
pursuant to Section % of toe 
Insolvency Act 1986 that a meet¬ 
ing of the creditors of the above 
named companies win be hefd at 
Kings House. 36/37 Ktng Street. 
London EC2V 8BH on the 26 Jan¬ 
uary 1996 at 11.00 am and then 
at 6 minute intervals until 11.30 
am for Ute purpoaea. if inauaM flL 
of nominating a Liquidator and of 
appointing a Liquidation Commu¬ 
tes. Any proxy to be uted at toe 
meeting mud be lodged, at Kings 
Howe. 36/37 King Street. 
London EC2V 6BH not later than 
12 noon on the busineai day prior 
to me meet in g. A statement of 
claim must are be lodged. 

NOTICE ts ALSO given tool, 
for (he purpose of in 


creditors must 'unless they sur¬ 
render their security) lodge a 
slalomem Diving pafUcutars of 
their security, the dote when II 
was given, and too value at which 
they estimate IL 
A Uni or toe names and 
addresses of the creditors of toe 
above namod company may be 
tosoected at 1M offices at Ernst & 
Young- BecM House. 1 Lambeth 
Palace Road. London SCI 7EU 
between toe hours of IOOO am 
and 4.00 pm on the two buatrrra 
days proemuno the maeono. 
Dated: 19 December 1995 
Fm- sad an behalf of 
BCMB Corporate Director 
Limited 

as a Director of SloeK Group 
(London) Limited 
Equity nan Nominees Llmllcd 
Stock Beech & Co Limited 
Spry NomtneM Limited 
Slock One 

BCMB Nominees Limited 
BCMB Property Management 
Limited 
w S Muntz 

Cumulate Director _ 


INSOLVENCY ACT 19B& 
and 

NAPIER NOMINEES LIMITED 
NOTICE ES HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant lo section 98 of the 
btsohnency Act 1966 mat a meet¬ 
ing of toe cre d i to rs of the above 
named company unu be held at 
Ktngs Howe. 56/37 King street. 
London EC2V SBH on the 26 Jon 
uanr >996 at !t.36 am for toe 
Ptnpose. If thought fit of tnnl- 
nahng a LMUMalor and of 
appointing a LUmManon Commit 
ise. Any proxy lo bp used at toe 
meeting mini be lodged, at Kings 
House. 36/37 King SteeeL 
London ECstV SBH not later man 
12 noon an Uw mranem day pnar 
to toe meeting. A statement of 
data, must atop be lodged. 

NOTICE IS ALSO gl«ot thaL 
for the purpose of voting, secured 
creditor* must (unless they sur¬ 
render ihetr security) lodge a 
Aaletncffi giving particulars of 
Uieir security, the dale whan u 

was gtven. and toe vaitxe at which 

they in ti ma te It, 

A Usi of Dm names and 
addresses of the creditors of toe 
above named company may be 
inspected at toe offices of Ernst A 
Young. Becket Houur. l Lambeth 
Patera Read. London SEI 7EU 
Between toe hour* of 1O.00 am 
and *.W Pm an the two Sidnm 
day* preceding the meeting. 
Doled. 19 December 1998 
for and on behalf of 
BCMB Corporate Director Utn- 
lled as a Director of Noptfr Nomt 
rites Limited 

W 9 Mono, corporate Director 


CONTRACTS & 
TENDERS 


CITY OF ABERDEEN 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 
GAS SERVICING 
CONTRACTS (HOUSING) 


Applications am invited bant suitably experienced Coo tractors 
wishing to be selected Tor the above works. 


I. Awarding Authority: 

Gl> of Aberdeen District Council, Town House. Union Street 
UK-Aberdeen. AB9 IFY. TeL (01224) 276276 Facsimile (01224) 
645455. 


2. Category of Service and Description 
01 Restricted Procedure 

02 Four can tracts foe Die comprehensive regular preventative 
maintenance and service repair works to gas central heating 


instalhibons and gas fires within toe District Coundfs housing 
stock. Each contract will include for approximately 4.000-5.000 
bouses and to have > value of approiimaiely, excluding V-A.T.. 
£350X00 per annum. 


3. Place of Detfrenr 

Foot areas of the Citv of Aberdeen. 


4. Division Into Lots 

Tenderers are invited to tender for one or up to (bur contracts. 


5. Duration of CootrsCB 
24 man lbs. 


6. Legs! Fora b Com of Croop Bidden 

None required, bin the successful tenderers will he required to be 

jointly and severally liable under each comracL 


7. a) Final date Tor the read pi of applications:- 8 January, 1996 

b) Address lo which applications must be senc- 
The City Architect 
St. Nicholas House. 

Bmd Saxo. 

ABERDEEN 

UK 

AfW I GY 


c) t f»npi«y . English 


&. Final dale far dispatch of nmtatious to lender: 
26 January. 1996 


9. Deposits and guarantees 

Posable guarantee bond required to toe value of 10% of contract 
sura. 


10. QmBftcattoas 

The Council may require each applicant u complete a 
questionnaire and/# lo attend for interview hi order to establish 
economic and technical standards. 


11. Award Criteria 

The tenders to be accepted will be those appearing lo toe Grand! 
to be the most advantageous taking into account aD aspects of toe 
comma. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


The imtitvonev Ad 1906 
PERF E CT ORGANISATION 


LIMITED 
On LiquidBltom 
NOTICE fi HEREBY OTVEN 
Uni Maurice Raymond 
Dorrington FIFA of PoMlrion & 
Anrfetiy. 4 Chariertiow Souarr. 
UMtdOb. EC1M 6EN was 
apDounod Umnoaior of me md 
Cnnpuir w the m emoan and 
credllarB on 13th Detetnber 
1990. 

M.R. DORRINOTON. UquMMor 


Ttio Hoot want Art 1986 
ANGLO INTERNATIONAL 
TRADtTVO CO. LIMITED 
On Uauktadani 
NOTICE IS HEREBY OVEN 
toot Maurice Raymond 
Dorrington FtPA of PopMrton Sr 
Anoteos-. 4 Charterhouse Square. 
London. GC1M 6EK wm 
aapouited UguldMor of too raid 
Company by toe member* and 
oidwn on !5<n December 
1996. M.R. DORRtNOTON. 
LMUMalor 


LEGAL, PUBLIC, COMPANY 
& PARLIAMENTARY NOTICES 


TO PLACE NtjnCES m 7WBSBCT10N 
PLEA8CTEU3WME 


0171-782 7344 OR FAX: 017V-782 7827 


VSEL, Britain^ only sub¬ 
marine yard, cared to name. 

Because of the scale of The 
contract, VSEL formed a con¬ 
sortium with the US electron¬ 
ics group Loral ASIC Devon- 
port Management Ltd and 
BAeSEMA to make its bid. 

Aided by MoD funding. 
GEC teamed up with Amec, 
the nuclear engineer Rolls- 
Royce and Associates and 
BMT Defence Services. In¬ 
stead of building submarines 
in a specialist facility, they 
proposed assembling the boats 
on Tyneside and moving them 
by barge to a Royal Navy 
dockyard to install the nuclear 
propulsion system. This idea 
won outline approval from the 
MoD in October. The Govern¬ 
ment was forced to finalise its 
decision this month after GEC 
said it would not continue to 
fund two competing design 
teams beyond the year end. 

A dispute has broken out 
between MRs in Newcastle 
and Barrow, anxious to 
maximise employment oppor¬ 
tunities for their constituents. 
Industry sources say the dis¬ 
pute is misguided because 
final assembly accounts for a 
tiny fraction of the boats’eosts. 


Pennington, page 21 


Redland 


moves on 
Ennemix 


By Aiasdajr Murray 


REDLAND, the building ma¬ 
terials company, is expected to 
launch a takeover offer for 
Ennemix, the aggregates busi¬ 
ness. after acquiring a 30 per 
cent stake at 32p a share 
yesterday. 

Ennemix responded by issu¬ 
ing a statement advising 
shareholders to take no imme¬ 
diate action. The shares closed 
up I2p at 32p. valuing the com¬ 
pany at £5.8 million. Redland 
shares climbed 3p to 385p. 

Redland also bought all of 
Ennemix’s preference shares 
for £250,000, which the com¬ 
pany said will grant it another 
3 per cent of voting rights 
when they are converted. 
Redland said it was looking to 
start talks with Ennemix but 
would make no immediate 
decision on whether it would 
launch a full takeover. 

Ennenux was floated in 
1994 ai 63p a share but has 
struggled to meet earnings 
forecasts and its share price 
has slipped back. The com¬ 
pany made a £233,000 loss at 
the half-year stage and was 
forced to make a series of cost 
savings. 


Tcmpus, page 22 


Engineering 
pay awards 
hold steady 
despite 


Vauxhall 


By Phtljp Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL EDITOR 


PAY settlements in the engi¬ 
neering industry are holding 
steady, new figures suggest 
today, despite the three-year 
pay deal now likely to be 
accepted by Vauxhall Motors’ 
manual workers. 

The size of die Vauxhall 
package, including a cut in the 
working week, is the first 
three-year deal to be agreed by 
a leading motor manufacturer, 
and will put further pressure 
on pay negotiations at Ford, 
where unions are also pressing 
for a reduction in hours. 

New figures published to¬ 
day by the EEF engineering 
employers show that wage 
settlements in the three 
months to November aver¬ 
aged 3.4 per cent Sixty per 
cent of pay settlements report¬ 
ed hy members of the employ¬ 
ers’ federation were for rise 
above 3 per cent, with 45 per 
cent of the total running at 3 to 
4 per cent Just over four per 
cent were for pay freezes, 
while 14 per cent of the deals 
were for rises of 4 per cent or 
more. 

The relative steadiness of 
the level of pay rises recorded 
by the EEF runs counter to 
the three-year pay deal 
reached for VauxhaU’s 7,700 
manual workers which trade 
union leaders welcomed yes¬ 
terday. Vauxhall ’s package, 
which local union leaders at 
at Luton and Ellesmere Port 
will be recommending for 
acceptance, was agreed after 
limited industrial action over 
pay and hours. 

The package offers a rise of 
4 per cent, or £1225 a week 
whichever is the higher, in the 
first year of the three-year 
agreement, followed by rises 
matching the level of inflation 
in the next two years. It also 
involves a cut in the official 
working week from 39 to 37 
hours — a move also being 
sought by the motor trade 
unions in negotiations cover¬ 
ing Ford's 22.000 manual 
workers. 

Chariea Golden, Vauxhall’s 
chairman and managing di¬ 
rector, said the "innovative" 
package, which improves the 
company’s 3.5 per cent offer, 
fulfilled the goals of ail in¬ 
volved: “It gives the company 
stability over an extended 
period, assists our long-term 
planning and maintains our 
capacity to produce vehicles." 

Leaders of the Transport 
and General Workers’ Union, 
and the Amalgamated Engi¬ 
neering and Electrical Union 
are likely to ballot their 
Vaoxhall members on the 
package in the new year, but 
union officials are confident it 
will be accepted and the 
overtime ban and other indus¬ 
trial action then lifted. 


Homeowners feel 
decline stemmed 


£&ssmess»swSB 

their homes will decrease in 1996. while SO gerranofmose 

20 ner cent predicting a fall in residential j^perty values, 
mortgage Levels in 

been the lowest of any in the country compared to last year. : 

of Barclays Mortgages,^: 

“Recent reports suggest house prices are starting to pidc up 
again Now, our study also shows that far fewer peopje are 
pisimistic about the future for house pnees 
asa whole, these indicators seem to point to a 
the housing market in 1996." Last month the Barclays 
Mortgage Index showed that monthly Imdmg mcre^by 5 
percent compared with October, ahhough year^j-year 
lending was still down 1 per cent. Pennington, page 21 


Medeva settles action 


MEDEVA. the drugs company, will take a one-off charge of 
E13 million this year as a result of a US court action tha^has 
now been settled in full. The settlement involves the creation of 
a $6.75 million fond for buyers of its ADRs in America between 
November 1992 and July 1993. Of this $3.9 million andmore 
than half its defence costs are covered by insurance. Bill Bogie; 
chief executive, said Medeva denied any wrongdoing and had 
valid defences to all the allegations in the lawsuit. Bui the deal 
avoided more costs and use of executive time. 


Littlechild advisers 


PROFESSOR Stephen Littlechild. the electricity regulator, 
stepped up his review of the transmission price control applied 
to the National Grid yesterday with the appointment of three 
advisers. Consultation on controls on transmission, which 
accounts for about 5 per cent of the final price of electricity to. 
customers, finishes at the end of next month. The three unpaid 
advisers are Sir William Barlow, president of the Royal 
Academy of Engineering, Sir Peter Waiters, chairman of Blue 
Circle Industries, and John Sadler, Pearl Group chairman. 


ICI in China venture 


ICI is forming a joint venture with the Yu Gang Company of 
China to produce titanium dioxide. The joint venture will 
operate and expand a plant built during the past two years in 
Chongqing, Sichuan. Production levels are expected to run at 
up to 25,000 tonnes a year in the first two years, with a second 
line of operation planned to double cafxadty by the end of the 
century. Alan Redder, chief executive of ICI’s Tioxide 
subsidiary, said China is a large market for titanium dioxide 
consumption with enormous potential for growth. 


BP to sign Algeria deal 


BRITISH PETROLEUM is expected to sign a $3 billion gas 
deal with Sonatrach. the Algerian state-owned gas and oil 
company, tomorrow in the town of Hassi Messouad. where 
Algeria’s main oilfield is located. The new upstream licence 
covers 25,000 square kilometres of desert in the In Salah 
region. 1,200 kilometres south of Algiers. Production is 
expected to be ten biilton cubic metres a year. BP will provide 
65 per cent of the financing and expects to take about a third 
of net profits in the 20 to 30-year fife of the project 


Meggitt sells six firms 


MEGGITT, the manufacturer of aviation instruments, has 
sold six non-core firms operating in analytical instrumenta¬ 
tion and Quid processing to TGE Group for a total of L22J8 
million, comprising EI4.9 million in cash, £3 million in TGE 
Group loan notes, and the assumption by TGE Group of net 
debt of about £15 million. Meggitt will also take a 15 per cent 
stake in TGE. The sales were in line with its divestment 
programme, the group said, and proceeds would 
significantly cut gearing. 


Smith Kline expands 


SMITHKLINE Beecham, the British pharmaceuticals 
group, has become Germany's biggest consumer healthcare 
company with toe £92 million purchase of Abtei Pharma- 
Vertriebs GmbH, which had sales of DM 110 million in 1994. 
Abtei develops and markets a range of vitamins, minerals 
and natural medicines. Peter Jensen, chairman of 
SmithKJine Beecham Consumer Healthcare Europe, said 
that natural medicines and health supplements have 
"tremendous potential for expansion". 


Nntricia prices curb 


JOHN TAYLOR, the Competition and Consumer Affairs 
Minister, has imposed price constraints on Nutria a 
Holdings, the Dutch baby foods producer, after its merger 
this year with Scientific Hospital Supplies Holdings, which 
gives it an 88 per cent share of toe gluten-free and low-protein 
product market. Nutricia will be allowed to lift prices of 
bread, rolls and flour mixes by a maximum of 2 per cent 
below the inflation rate for a four-year period. The company 
has until March 21 to accept these conditions. 


Confidence in decline 


FINANCE directors and controllers are less confident about 
the UK economy. A Chartered Institute of Management 
Accountants survey found 65 per cent of finance directors 
“fairly optimistic" about their own businesses, but only 30 per 
cent are optimistic about the national economy in 1996 (57 per 
cent a year ago). The survey forecasts higher industrial 
unrest particularly in the public sector, while 59 per cent of 
respondents believe that Britain will be more competitive 
within the European Union over the next five years. 
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Goldman Sachs partners 
look again at flotation 


From Richard Thomson in new York 


GOLDMAN SACHS, tbe last 
major investment banking 
partnership left on Wall 
Street, may put itself up for 
sale next year if partners vote 
in favour of a flotation. 

Jon Corzine, the chairman 
and senior partner, admitted 
that a debate over going 
public is raging within the 
bank and that (he senior 
management were trying to 
achieve a consensus among 
the partners. A derision could 
therefore be several months 
away. He said that the present 
structure of the firm was not a 
constraint and that Goldmans 


had never been short of 
capital, die usual reason for 
partnerships floating. 

The partners last consid¬ 
ered the issue nine years ago 
but voted it down. One of toe 
most profitable investment 
banks in the world. Gold- 
mans has always found ways 
of raising new capital through 
links with insurance com¬ 
panies and other banks such 
as Sumitomo. 

Mr Corzine said that every 
time the bank had derided to 
remain as a partnership it had 
gone on to make better profits 
thereafter. The bank's profits 


for the year to November 30 
are understood to have been 
$UT7 billion, a substantia] 
improvement from last year 
when they were only $508 
million. 

However, it still does not 
come dose to matching the 
record $Z7 billion in earnings 
in 1993. Mr Corzine took'over 
as chairman after the sudden 
fall in profits to 1994. 

Insiders said that a flotation 
was not a foregone conclu¬ 
sion- Analysts said Goldmans 
would probably look for a 
price of about twice its book 
value of $5 billion. 
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□ Oftel seeks a watchdog role □ A better way of ordering warships □ C&G distorts the economic picture 


□ “1 AM the Law in MegaCity 
One." was the cal! sign of Judge 
Dredd, the cartoon hero recently 
immortalised on film Don 
Cruickshank wants to be the law 
in _ MegaCity Telecom, and 
stripped of all the extraneous 
n ois e on the line, his changes to 
BTs licence amount to the 
assumption of the role of judge, 
jury and executioner. 

This has long been the game 

E lan for Mr Cruickshank, who 
as tired of the petty business of 
combing daily through the tan¬ 
gle of regulations governing BT 
and yearns for a broader rote. So 
it should be no surprise to see 
him announce plans to strap on 
his pistol yesterday and head for 
the mean streets. Equally 
unsurprising was BTs fierce 
opposition to the idea. 

A year ago Mr Cruickshank 
made it dear that he wanted to 
move away from basic regula¬ 
tion and become more of a 
watchdog over anti-competitive 
practices. This is the heart of a 
long-running debate over regula¬ 
tion — should one intervene in 
every aspect of the affairs of one's 
charges, or merely ensure that 
the environment in which they 
operate is as free as possible and 
let market forces do the rest? 

When BT was the British 
telecoms industry, the first ap¬ 
proach was the only feasible one. 
With perhaps IS per cent of that 
industry now in the hands of 


Cruickshank lays down the law 


others, the second becomes pos¬ 
sible. But Mr Cruickshank’s 
method is to restrict his policing 
to the dominant party, still BT, to 
ensure its operations do nor 
hamper competition, and allow 
tiie smaller operators to seize 
from it what positions in the 
market they can. 

The bonfire of the regulations 
he proposed yesterday is part of 
this process, and Mr Cruick- 
shank insists it is all well within' 
his powers. But for BT, rather 
than throwing off the regulatory 
shackles, it raises the fear that 
one man will in future be able to 
rule, without much consultation 
and with little prospect of appeal, 
on any aspect of the company’s 
business. 

Meanwhile, its competitors 
can do what they want. BT wants 
this extension of the regulatory 
role thrown back to the body it 
feels should rule on such policy 
matters, Parliament. 

BT has a point. It is worth 
examining in detail just one of 
Mr Cruickshank's proposals. He 
says the dominant network — BT 
for as far forward as anyone can 
contemplate — "could abuse its 
dominance by failing to give 


ing 

formation sufficiently far in ad¬ 
vance to enable them to respond 
with their offerings in a timely 
manner." 

In other words, if BT plans a 
new initiative, it must throw 
those plans open to the scrutiny 
of any competitor well in time for 
them to counter it. 

This must be unacceptable to 
any commercial business, which 
is why the whole matter is going 
to have to be considered by the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com¬ 
mission. the only available court 
of appeal, before Mr Cruicksank 
is allowed to carry out his first 
judicial execution. 

The Ministry’s 
tender trap 

□ MONOPOLY suppliers de¬ 
liver bad and expensive products 
late. No one knows this better 
than the public sector, exploited 
by incompetent suppliers for as 
long as anyone can remember. 

But change is at hand. London 
Underground broke from the 
clutches of its monopoly supplier 
of escalators by buying overseas. 


Pennington 



Railway operators now buy their 
(rains from America and Europe 
as well as Britain, and trains and 
coaches made here have im¬ 
proved, partly as a result 

Now it is the turn of the 
Ministry of Defence to wake up 
to the benefits of appropriate 
competition. Although Sir Peter 
Levene unleashed the blunt 
blade of competition on the 
defence industry during the 
1080s. it has taken the MoD a 
long time to hone an edge that 
can achieve the surgery required. 

Crude competition between 
suppliers simply put the least 
competent manufacturers out of 
business. But much of the fault 
lay within the MoD. which 
continued to design ships and 
other weapons of indifferent 


merit, at high cost. 

More recent competitions have 
put the design work itself out to 
tender, with encouraging results. 
In spite of the misfortune of being 
holed on the slipway, the Navy's 
new helicopter carrier, HMS 
Ocean, is being built in one yard 
and finished in a second. Huge 
cost savings will result 

The Navy’s next survey ship is 
to be built by BAeSEMA, an 
electronics company that does 
not even own a shipyard. 

Now, by encouraging GEC to 
bid against VSEL to build and 
maintain its next nuclear sub¬ 
marines, the MoD appears 
poised to trigger a remarkable 
advance in manufacturing tech¬ 
niques. alongside cost savings 
for the taxpayer. 

Cost savings in Britain’s enor¬ 
mous weapons procurement 
budget are achieveable at several 
stages, support manufacture, 
ana design, and of these the last 
is best suited to competitive 
tendering. Spending even tens of 
millions to achieve the best 
possible design from competing 
rival teams is established prac¬ 
tice in the American aerospace 
industry. It can save hundreds of 


millions at the manufacturing 
and support stages. What a pity 
the MoD failed to learn such an 
obvious lesson sooner. 


No savings 


grace 

□ THE dramatic fall in the 
savings ratio in the third quarter 
looks, ac first sight, alarmingly 
like a vindication of the Chan¬ 
cellor’s optimism about con¬ 
sumer spending powering the 
economy to 3 per cent growth 
next year. 

For those — including the 
Chancellor's six independent 
for ecas ters — who have loudly 
pooh-poohed his forecast, there 
is a perfectly sane statistical 
quirk to explain the number. It 
can be summed up in two words 
and an ampersand: Cheltenham 
& Gloucester. 

Bonuses paid out by Lloyds 
after its takeover amounted to 
El.8 billion. If all that has been 
spent, then personal income in 
the third quarter would have 
risen by more than 1 per cent 
instead of being virtually flat. 
Given that the savings ratio is 


simply the difference between 
income and consumer spending, 
stripping out the Cheltenham & 
Gloucester effect would probably 
have meant that the savings ratio 
would have risen slightly instead 
of falling sharply. 

The bonuses to C&G cus¬ 
tomers are treated statistically as 
a financial transaction, not as 
income, so they are not factored 
into the National Accounts as 
extra cash, even though this is 
palpably what they are. 

Clearly, merger bonuses — not 
to mention the rebate from the 
sale of tiie National Grid — will 
play a part in boosting consumer 
spending. But not too much 
should be read into that fall in 
the savings ratio. Fear of un¬ 
employment — worse now than a 
year ago, as The Times reported 
yesterday — cannot be erased by 
statisticians. 

No home comforts 

□ HOMEOWNERS should not 
read too much into signs of a 
pick-up in the housing market 
either. A couple of good monthly 
figures for mortgage lending do 
not a recovery make, and nor do 
the sort of single-digit price rises 
forecast by the pundits for 1906. 
Barclays says that most owners 
expect the value of their homes to 
rise next year. But past experi¬ 
ence suggests that tnis is not a 
self-fulfilling prophecy. 
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British Steel 
to challenge 
state aid 
for Irish 


By Christine Buckley 
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BRITISH STEEL has set itself 
on a collision course with the 
Government by preparing a 
legal challenge to the (teal 
. struck on subsidies for Irish 
>0 Steel. 

The UK had opposed Irish 
government subsidies for its 
only steel plant, but agreed to 
abandon its objection at an 
EU Industry Council meeting 
after a compromise on produce 
tian and export markets. 
London, which could have 
halted the aid package as such 
subsidies require the unani¬ 
mous approval of EU mem¬ 
bers, had caused increasing 
political tension with its 
stance. It had said the aid 
package — worth up to Ir£38 
million including debt relief— 
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Courtaulds 
disposes 
of Amtico 

By Sarah Bagnall 

COURTAULDS. the 
paints to polymers group, 
has sold Amtico, its luxury 
vinyl flooring business, to 
management for an initial 
£49 million, as part of its 
stra tegy of focusing on core 
businesses. Courtaulds is 
concentrating on industrial 
products in which it has a 
significant international 
market share. 

Under the terms of the 
deal, Courtaulds could re¬ 
ceive a further payment of 
up to £3-8 million depend¬ 
ing on the profit and 
cashflow pe rform ance of 
Amtico. Courtaulds is re¬ 
taining a 10 per cent stake. 

Amtico. which designs, 
manufactures and markets 
a wide range of luxury 
vinyl floor tiles, made an 
operating profit of E33 
million on sales of £353 
million in the year to 
March 3L Net assets at 
March 31 stood at £25.4 
million- It employs 420 
people and sells in 26 
countries, but mainly the 
UK and Germany. 


would endanger jobs in Brit¬ 
ish Steel. 

Hie company, which says 
tiie future of its plant at 
Shelton, Staffordshire, will be 
jeopardised by greater pro¬ 
duction flora Irish Steel, yes¬ 
terday declared the comprom¬ 
ise, insuffirient, A spokesman 
said: “We don’t think the 
agreement changes very much, 
at all. We are very disappoint¬ 
ed.' We had said that we were 
concerned about job losses 
and that remains the case." 

Hie company is to challenge 
the EU*s sanction in the Euro¬ 
pean Court of Justice. It says 
that individual subsidies are 
illegal under the 1951 Euro¬ 
pean Coal and Steel Treaty. It 
took similar action after a 1993 
meeting of Europe's Industry 
Council ratified aid by several 
countries to their steel produc¬ 
ers. That action is still waiting 
for a hearing. 

British Steel management 
will say in the new year what 
action will be taken at Shelton 
after reviewing the full impli¬ 
cations of tiie deal. The 
spokesman said: "It is too 
early to assess tiie exact im¬ 
pact. The management is cur¬ 
rently sifting through the 
deal." Shelton employs 400 
and supports a further 100 
contract jobs. 

Hie British Iron and Steel 
Producers'Association backed 
the move by British SteeL lan 
Rodgers, director of interna¬ 
tional affairs, said: "The deal 
is a very poor one for the UK." 

The department of Trade 
and Industry, which has led 
the negotiations on the restric¬ 
tions to be applied to Irish 
SteeL said: “This is entirely 
between the European Com¬ 
mission and British Steel." 

Irish Steel will now go to 
new owners.. ISPAT Interna¬ 
tional. the Indian corporation, 
is buying the company for a 
nominal lr£l after the aid 
package was arranged to sal¬ 
vage tiie company which has 
turned in profits only three 
times in the past 20 years. 
Lakshmi Mittal. ISPAT chair¬ 
man, said: "This agreement is 
not the one we desired, but we 
are pleased that it has been 
possible to reach a workable 
resolution." 
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Michael Bright, foreground, and executive director Alan Clarke 

Insurer buys in France 


INDEPENDENT Insurance, 
where Michael Bright is chief 
executive, is expanding in 
France with the acquisition of 
La Palatine Assurances SA. 
underwriter of motor, proper¬ 
ty and personal accident in¬ 
surance products which has 
been operating at a loss. 

Independent Insurance has 
secured warranties and in¬ 
demnities, including guaran¬ 
tees as to the adequacy of the 
claims reserve. The British 


company will also receive a 
Frl40 million payment from 
Groupement Francais d"Ass¬ 
urances, the vendor, to cover 
restructuring costs. 

Garth Ramsay, chairman of 
Independent, said: “We have 
been reviewing expansion of 
our involvement in the French 
market for a number of years 
and feel it is now at a stage 
where our approach to under- 
writing and distribution will 
prove particularly successful." 


Ultimatum 
issued to 
agents 
at Lloyd’s 

By Sarah Bag n all 

LLOYD’S of London is hold¬ 
ing a gun to the heads of the 
market's managing agents by 
demanding they sign highly 
controversial contracts by to¬ 
day or be thrown out of the 
market. 

The contracts require 
Lloyd’s agents to agree to pay 
a bill nexi year — without 
knowing the size of the pay¬ 
ment The bill is the sum of 
money a syndicate will be 
charged for handing over all 
its old-year liabilities to 
Equitas, the reinsurance com¬ 
pany. In turn, the syndicates 
will demand money from 
names to meet the bill. 

The terms of the contract 
have been amended four times 
in a bid to appease disgruntled 
agents and names. However, 
several agents remain con¬ 
cerned. One said: “Agents are 
being asked to sign over their 
rights blindfolded. 

"If they do, they will have to 
pay whatever Equitas premi¬ 
um they are landed with. It 
could be anything and they 
would have no rights." 

Christopher Stockwell, 
chairman of Lloyd's Names 
Associations' Working Party, 
said: “It is disgraceful that 
Lloyd's are ordering agents to 
sign documents they do not 
agree with and ignoring 
names' instructions to their 
agents not to sign." 

In a letter to agents. Ron 
Sandler, Lloyd's chief execu¬ 
tive, said he was aware that 
some names have raised con¬ 
cerns but these “seem to stem 
from a misunderstanding of 
its provisions". 

The new contracts take on 
extra significance when seen 
in conjunction with another 
development at Lloyd's. About 
two months aga Lloyd’s re¬ 
quired agents to agree to hand 
over to its administrative 
centre the funds names have 
deposited with the market. 

The implication of this is 
that, if a name gets an Equitas 
bill that he refuses to pay. then 
Lloyd's will have the right to 
draw down on his deposit. 
Currently, members’ agents 
act as trustees for names and 
an agent's consent is needed to 
draw down a name’s funds. 

The changes come as 
Lloyd's tries to undergo a 
radical restructuring, involv¬ 
ing the establishment of 
Equitas and a £2.8 billion 
settlement offer to names. The 
need for agents to sign the 
contracts by today is because 
Equitas has to be registered by 
January 1. 




De Beers seeks deal on Russian gem sales 



Nlctey pppaihdmer: team leader 


DE BEERS will today hold last-ditch 
talks in Moscow with Russian 
ministers in the hope of securing a 
new diamond sales contract before 
the existing agreement expires on 
December 31. 

The current five-year contract be¬ 
tween De Beers’ Central Selling Org¬ 
anisation (CSO). which markets 80 per 
cent of the world's diamonds, and 
Russia allows the CSO to market 95 
per cent of Russia's uncut gems. 

Analysts believe that tiie CSO will be 
. forced to agree a temporary roll over of 
the existing contract into tiie new year. 
De Beers had hoped to avoid this, but 
its desire to defend the effectiveness of 
tiie cartel by keeping Russia inside is 
expected to prevaff. 

■ A team from the London-based CSO, 
headed by its chairman, Nicky Oppen- 


By Sarah Cunningham 

heimer, who is deputy chairman of De 
Beers, went to Moscow on Wednesday. 
De Beers said that it had no idea if a 
new contract would be signed."Of 
course we're hopeful, for the good of 
thediamond market as a whole, but we 
don’t know anything yet and Christ¬ 
mas is looming," a spokesman said. 

James Ffcron, diamond analyst with 
South African stockbroker Anderson 
Wilson, said: "A whole new agreement 
is most unlikely because they have too 
little time. They are far more likely to 
roll the current contract over, agree to 
hold talks in the new year, and arrange 
a new contract in several months’ 
time." 

Russia and the CSO have been 
talking about a new contract for 18 
months. The possibility of the Russians 
withdrawing from the CSO cartel has 

‘t 


been unsettling the diamond market, 
which has had to contend with 
constant contract-breaking “leakages" 
of Russian diamonds. 

Last week, the negotiations were 
thrown into confusion when the upper 
house of Russia’s parliament rejected a 
law that would have allowed the 
Siberian mining company Almazy 
Rossti-Sakha (AMS) to deal directly 
with De Beers. Instead, tiie state 
committee for gemstones and precious 
metals, which holds Russians diamond 
stockpile, will continue to control sales. 
The stockpile has beat the source of the 
leakages. 

The Russians want the new contract 
to allow them to make more sales 
outside the CSO and analysts think 
that they will get their way. “It is 
inevitable," Mr Picton said. 


Collapse in money-trading 
volumes fuels Trio’s losses 


TRIO HOLDINGS, the inter¬ 
national money-broking 
group, suffered an £11.8 mil¬ 
lion pre-tax loss in the year to 
September 30, it was revealed 
yesterday. 

The company, which earned 
profits of £2.4 million in rhe 
previous 12 months, blamed a 
collapse in trading volumes on 
money markets. This was 
caused by reduced exchange 
rate volatility and a decline in 
currency trading, "in a climate 
of orchestrated stability' of 
interest rates", ft said. 

Traditional money brokers 
have lost material market 
share to the automated elec¬ 
tronic dealing systems intro¬ 
duced by Reuters and EBS, an 


By Martin Barrow 

operator owned by a consor¬ 
tium of banks. 

David Hagan, chief execu¬ 
tive of Trio, said: “The high- 
profile events at Barings in 
Singapore and Daiwa in New 
York have undoubtedly con¬ 
tributed to a further restraint 
of proprietary trading by our 
customer base." 

Trio’s pre-tax losses includ¬ 
ed restructuring charges of 
£4.6 million, comprising the 
cost of closing a subsidiary in 
Singapore and redundancy 
costs. The company has closed 
its spot $/DM broking desks 
in London, Hong Kong and 
Tokyo: as well as a derivatives 
desk in London, the off- bal¬ 
ance sheet desk in Tokyo, and 


the energy and Canadian dol¬ 
lar desks in New York. Opera¬ 
tions in Singapore were dosed 
on September 18. 

The company said further 
restructuring was on tiie cards 
to ensure that it could continue 
as a going concern. 

German subsidiaries have 
been sold since the year-end. 
At the end of September the 
company had adjusted net 
assets of £17.9 million, includ¬ 
ing cash of £10.9 million. 

Losses per share of I4.82p 
compared with earnings per 
share previously of 0.71p. 
Shareholders, who received 
O.lp per share last time, will 
receive nothing for the latest 
financial year. 


C/3 

w 

H 

< 

H 

C/3 

w 

w 

H 

£ 


NOTICE TO ALL BORROWERS 


the Society's Bmfan I variable ba*e rate far caring borrower* wfll he reduced » 7.49% from 
1st February 1996 or at «acb other rime in accordance with rhe terms of die mortgap: deed. 


NOTICE TO INVESTORS 


REVISED INTEREST RATES 

EFFECTIVE AT 22nd DECEMBER 1995 
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THE London market turned 
in a resilient performance, 
with shares ending near their 
highs as UK investors held 
their nerve in spite of the 
recent roller-coaster perfor¬ 
mances across the Atlantic. 

A positive siart on Wall 
Street, with the Dow Jones 
rebounding from Wednes¬ 
day's late 50-point drop, 
helped to bolster sentiment in 
London. Year-end portfolio 
switching by hind managers 
helped the FT-SE 100 to close 
up 19.6 at 3,633.3. 

Cn spite of end-of-year book¬ 
squaring, volume only 
reached 692 million shares as 
dealers left early ahead of 
today's half-day session. 

British Gas continued its 
run. adding to 257b p. on 
volume of 16.6 million shares, 
for a three-day gain of 28bp. 
Hie advance has been fuelled 
by the cold spell and a high 
gas price in America, com¬ 
bined with renewed specula¬ 
tion about a possible bid from 
Shell, up 7p at 852p, or BP. 4p 
stronger at 533p. 

BT added 5p to 351 bp. on 
volume of IZ55 million shares, 
in spite of a further deteriora¬ 
tion in relations with Oftel, the 
industry regulator. 

With the year-end ap¬ 
proaching fast, new broker 
tips helped lift a number of 
stocks including Asda, up 1 b p 
to 110b. Dixons. Ip firmer at 
422p. GKN. 7p stronger at 
764p, and Glaxo Writeome. 
2p firmer at 8S8p. 

The engineering sector was 
one of the best performing 
among leading shares, with 
investor support after recent 
orders, broker recommenda¬ 
tions and recovery prospects 
fuelling the advance. GEC 
advanced lOp to 338b p on 
hopes that the defence giant 
will soon be awarded a £25 
billion Royal Navy nuclear 
submarine contract for the 
next generation of Hunter- 
Killer submarines. Rolls- 
Royce. boosted by a recent 
aero engines order and news 
that John Rose, who currently 
heads R-R*s aerospace divi¬ 
sion, will be the group’s new 
chief executive, added 8bp to 
185p, on volume of 8.85 million 
shares. 

Elsewhere in a buoyant 
sector, Ti Group added L2p to 
447p, Siebe 15p to 783p and 
British Aerospace, boosted by 
a combination of broker rec¬ 
ommendations, speculation of 
a possible bid from GEC and 
prospects ahead of the flota¬ 
tion of its 32 per cent-owned 
Orange mobile phone subsid- 





Riding high: GEC boosted by hopes of submarine contract 


iary. gained 21p to 779p. 
P&nmure Gordon recom¬ 
mends buying Cobham, up lp 
to 46lp, but rates GKN a sell. 

However, there was more 
gloom for shareholders in 
McDonnell Information Sys¬ 
tems Group (MD1S). Shares 
in the beleaguered computer 
services group more than 
halved to 29p. before part¬ 
recovering to 36b p. down 


even after losses in the US. 

Staying with warnings, 
shares in T Clarke tumbled to 
34p before ending at 42p, 
down 7p, after the electrical 
contractor warned of a £1 
million pre-tax loss for 1995 
following a further deteriora¬ 
tion in trading conditions. 

Mid Kent Holdings surged 
77p to 430p on news Thai two 
French utilities. General Utili- 


SMITH & NEPHEW fell 4p to 190bp, on heavy volume of 215 
million shares, as Kleinwort Benson downgraded its profit 
forecasts and moved its recommendation from “hold/long-term 
buy" to “hold". Kleinwort cut its 1995 FRS3 pre-tax profit forecast 
by £5Tmillion to £167 million. 


24bp. MDIS, which has been 
battered by three previous 
profit warnings and board- 
room upheavals since it float¬ 
ed in March 1994 at 260p. will 
incur £20 million of provisions 
in its 1995 results to cover 
restructuring costs and a large 
property write-down. Losses 
of £10 to £12 million are 
expected from discontinued 
operations, while the contin¬ 
uing operations will break 


ties and Saur. plan to launch a 
£75 million bid for the South 
East water group. The two 
French companies have indi¬ 
cated a 440p-a-5hare bid price, 
but have not yet launched a 
firm offer ahead of a manda¬ 
tory MMC probe. Mid Kent 
uq*ed shareholders to take no 
action on the "unsolicited and 
unwelcome" offer. 

Ennemix jumped 12p to 32p 
as the market pondered a full 


MCDONNELL INFORMATION SYSTEMS: 
SHARES DIVE AFTER LATEST WARNING 
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GB:-108J5 115.9b 121.11 

(♦/-!-_ -1-Vj -OB2 «mo 

Ettg/wales:- idsjs injo 119.12 

(+/H—---4J6 - 0.03 ,1.74 

(%)--22X1 -520 -35 X) 

Scotland:-unq 11279 12683 

l*/-l----- -i 00 »<lia 

rn - -jojo -lo 


Jan_ 

! 72.50-72.75 

Apr _ 

159.7560X30 


B1FFEX (GNI Lid$10/pc) 


Feb_ 

169.75-7001 

May 

157.00-57 JS 


High 

torn 

Ouse 

Mar_ 

164 JO-64.75 


Vot 15740 

Jan <16 

1590 

1580 

IT® 


BRENT (MMpnj} 


Mir 96 
Apr 9n 

1530 

IS« 

1530 

1530 

1330 

1531 

Feb- 

. 17.W-I7.91 

May . 

. 1690-16.93 

oaft 

1430 

1430 

14» 

Mar_ 

. 17.46-17.48 

Jul _ 

. 16.48-16.55 

Vot 271 lOB 

Open Imetesc 3580 

Apr- 

. 17.14-17.17 


Vot 19240 


Index 1626-1 



»iin +clm 
-JQjO -3X1 


(OffidaQ (Vohuue pnv day) 

Copper Gde a OHoimej_ 

Lead tf/tonne) —____. 

Zinc Spec HI Ode ISt tonne! _ 

Tin U/uhmkJ- 

Aluminium HI Gde witonnei 
Nickel (S/tonne)_ 


LONDON METAL EXCHANGE Rodoir Wolff 

Cade 2928.0-29300 3n0c 27200-272IX) Vofc 2816825 
715XW-7I6JJO 709JO-710X0 167500 

lODSXMOObX) I02&OKC9X) 414475 

6230 0-6240.0 6260XMU6SJO 22305 

1«MM W*XMIA5lS 1046750 

8125X38130.0 S240X>8245X) 55314 




mmmzrwmmm 


Calls 

Series Jan Apr Jto 


Pads 

Jaa Apr Jul 


Calls 

Apr Jul Jap 


Calls 

DceMar Jaa I 


Aim Dom. soo 

17 


«S 

ft 

14 

21S 

BAA- 

_ 460 

24S 

» 

44'. 

rsm 

sso 

(P, 

12 

Ift 

Jft 

43S 

SIS 

rwci 

500 

4 

Ift 

Z3 

Argyll — 

300 

28S 

n 

4JS 

1 

5 

Ift 

Tinunes w 550 

17 

36 

43S 

f327) 

330 

7 

14 

Z3‘: 

ft 

Ift 

US 

f555Sl 

600 

2S 

lb 

3 

ASDA_ 

HO 

4‘# 

4 

13 

4 

a 

ft 




ni»4 

120 

1 

5 

«l 

HPi 

14 

Ift 



— 

•J. 


Boots- 

550 

36 

51 

50 

2 

ft 

17 


_ 550 

32S 

40 

48 

r-SKTd 

600 

6 

JIS 

33 

22 

JDS 

40S 

ttM'i) 

600 

1ft 

18 

39, 

Br Airways 460 

I6'i 

Jl 

Jft 

ft 

13 

21'.- 

BTR_ 

_ 300 

29, 

26 

Jl 


SOO 

r. 

13 

20 

32 

J9 

43 



ft 

ft 

16 

BP- 

500 

35 

44 

51 

IS 

7 

12 

Br Aero_ 

_7» 

S2 

to 

MS 

POTO 

55D 

4 

Ift 

23’i 

20 

2ft 

34S 

rms) 

800 

25 


5ft 


Br Steel _ 140 154 19, 22', O', 24 7 
ri54) 160 3‘, 8 II 8 [I 17*, 

CAW- 430 34 484 57 3 94 164 

WOT 460 9 2b 35 174 » 33 

CU- 600 324 47S 544 54 22 27 

rftzrj 650 64 21 », 2P: 50 55 

la-79) 22 37 49 1ft 32 38 

77581 800 ft lb Z7> 4J'i 65 (A 

nngflihr. 500 87 fa, 65 I », 17 
WJ 5SD II 2ft 33 IP, W 3ft 
Land Sec. 550 5ft 62 bft 0 3 10 

W 600 10 26 32S 10 17', 3ft 

M«5--Q0 17 29 34', 3't 0 IP. 

(MR) 460 I', 10 15 2ft Jl'i T7h 

Nor WesL.. 600 Sft 6ft 71 1 15 2IS 

(“MffJ 650 17 30 42', 14 37^ 44 

salwbwy 360 W 28 Jn 3 ft Ift 

fSN 390 4 I2 1 , 17, I8>| 23 30 

Shell-850 Ift 31*1 3ft II 28 33 

rasi'4 900 I Ift >9 4ft 61 65 

5mW Bdl. 650 34*: 50 63 4 IS 21<i 

(Wl 700 7. 23 S7i 17 3H 45*, 

SKOTtue- 1» Ift Zl*. or, 7 13 18 

{■flffrj .460 2 8>, 15 28 31 35 

Trafalgar^, 20 Pi 0 7 1 2‘. J 1 , 

(*23*tl 25 I 4 5 3', ft ft 

Unilever. 1300 27, 50 65 Ift 77 46 

PI3»:I 1350 P, 2tfi 41 4ft 67'. 74', 

Zeneca— 1200 49 8ft IM4 IS 47 59 

(*I3» 1250 21', 55 78 37, 77. 87. 


BrTefcm- 330 27, ft 3ft p, 7: 15 

P25l'd 3M 6 Ift 21 21 23 30 

Csdbuty- SCO Jft 44 ', 55 4 2ft 2ft 

1*520 S3Q IP, 21 32 34 48*, 51 

Guinness. 420 -c, 4f, 53 3 V. 12 

(44564 «0 Ift 2J'| 2V, 14 2S 29 

GK-330 17, 25 1ft 6 9 14 s 

<*W8*2 360 4 Kfi Ift ZPt 2P. 30*. 

Han KM _ |80 13 1ft 16 Pi 5', 7>, 

(*189*0 191 5S — — 9 - - 

LAS MCI— 160 20 23 28 ]*. ft ft 

flTtt) l» 7, Ift 17 S', 12 15 

Uxaa.—. 160 in 22 s 26 i>, 4 j 1 , 

H75V) I® ft II 15 o 12'. 14 

raUngta. I9r 16 zl*. ZS 1 , 4 5'r ft 

pol'd 210 6 Ift IP, IPi 14 19 

rredoula] 3® 3ft 3fi 4Pt 6 14 19 

PIM'J 420 lb 21', W lb 29 3p, 

Redland.jW 7ft 40 Ai'. 4 Ift IP, 
OWJ 390 IP. 23 27 IP, 27 30 


Abby Nat- 6CD 
IWI 65D 

Amand- 200 
1-2 im 220 

Bardays _ 7CO 
f73fl 753 

BlueCIrc.. 300 
("328) 330 

BrGas_240 

P2S74 260 

Dtxoru— 430 
C«2} 460 

Forte_3cu 

PKS'd 330 

Tarmac^. 100 
riMy no 

HlUsdum- l® 

nspj no 

Lanrtw_ iw 

t*lWd l» 

Scan-._ 100 

riOl'd 110 

Thni Eml 1500 
ri52l) 1600 

TomUiu. 260 
«73l 280 

T5B_390 

rrosi 420 


4ft 5ft 64 

20 3ft 41 
ift » 35 

1 Pi 19 ift 

57, 6 P 1 744 
27 M 48 
37 404 4f, 

18 224 28 
2S4 2Pi 32 
134 18 21 
2b 36 42*i 
II 19 26 
34 37, 42 

15 17, 2ft 

ft IJ Ift 

5 8 104 

224 234 244 

ft 10 12 

21 24 264 

8 17, IS 

6 8 94 

2 4 P, 

744 III 1304 
3]', 64 824 
20 37 314 

ft 16 D*, 
104 18 - 

04 6 - 


204 284 38*: 
48 55', 654 

S4 8 94 

144 17 184 

Ift 244 314 
41 49*, 554 

i KFi 134 

15 24 27, 

54 104 114 
134 Ift 21 
18 244 30 
44 48 53 
4 7 74 

17, 194 17, 
44 7, 10 
94 17. IS 

1 34 54 

74 124 15 

2 34 ft 

ft 11*, 15 
34 6 ft 

94 12 17, 

424 54 70 1 , 
1024110 124', 

7 10 |J4 

16 194 23 

25 2ft — 
4ft 47 - 


J4S 

50 

63 

4 

IS 

21S 

R-9aycc_. iso 

IIS 

IS 

2D 

ft 

OS 

US 

Tc 

a 

SIS 

17 

39 

45S 

Has 200 

J 

bS 

US 

18 

21 

22 

IIS 

21*1 

2BS 

7 

13 

18 

Team_280 

I7S 

22 

2b 

b 

II 

14 

2 

8S 

15 

28 

31 

35 

(MW to 

7S 

IIS 

Ift 

ISS 

22 

24S 

Pi 

6 

7 

1 

2S 

J'j 

Voda/bne. 233 

14 

2J 

2fa 

9 

12 

I4S 

1 

4 

5 

3S 

SS 

Vi 

("2SSI 240 

S« 

1Z 

17 

20S 

23 

2ft. 

zr, 

5D 

65 

I4S 

37 

4b 

Vmilanu. 300 

2b 

JT 

33 

IS 

ft 

SS 

5S 3tf, 

41 

4b>, 

67’j 

74S 

H2l’i) 3» 

7S 

12S 

lb 

13 

21 

23 


_ Scries Jan Apr Jnl iM Apr Jri 

Glaxo Well 850 -IA*. 64*.- 7B 5 2ft 314 

("888) TOO IP, 354 514 23 48 554 

HSBC-950 SB 83', 97 T 334 43 

row) 1000 26 54'| TO 2ft 57 Gfi 

Bauer— SSD 414 56 67 Z 15 20 

PW7) 600 10 B Jft 204 #4 424 


FT-SE INDEX ("36334) 

3SM 3593 3M0 3b® 37DO 3750 


Gmd Met. 420 », 42 51 8 12 Iff, 

(-4511 460 114 », 314 26 314 38 

LadbmBr. 140 154 184 234 ft 12 134 

f 11741 IW 7 W, 154 17, D S 

UtdBIsc^ 2« Z24 294 44 ft 17, 

resy.l 260 11 16 1ft 124 Ift 224 


Dumber 21.1995 Tot2U23 CaJtlOEte 
Put >0501 FT-SE Cufc| 926 PH3603 
Dntfcrtytae security price. 


Jan 

lift 

9Tj 

bl 

32 

MS 

s 

Fd> 

IhZ 

124 

90 

bl 

37S 

zr. 

Mar 

17ft 

I4IS 

IlNS 

82 

59 

41 

Apr 

Ift 

I54"i 

IU-. 

98 

74S 

Wi 

urn 

222 s 

— 

156*; 

— 

IMS 

_ 

ms 

Jan 

ft 

Ift 

Jl 

5ft 

85 

127 

FSB 

TBi 

JJ 

49 

71 

90S 

13ft 

Mar 

31 

50 

MS 

90 

11JS 

151 

Apr 

55H 

Ti\ 

<C 

lift 

MIS 

175 

run 

8b 

- 

lift 

— 

IbZS 



_ Seritt Jaa Apr JM Jaa Apr ltd 

Bflyallns. 3«0 244 36 47, 34 17 Z2 

l*3W MO 84 TO, 28 134 33 384 

__ Serin PerMar Jn Dec Mar Jun 

Rmib,— 2(0 54 P, - 04 04 - 

1-2651 2® 0 0 - 15 19 - 


Serin Rt»M«y Feb May 


eajrcmopft® a, 354 - r, <f, - 
P9724) 1030 0 0 — 344 3ft - 


Series Dee Mar Jus Dec Mar Jn 


■NadPwr-. 420 38*. 504 55 5 M 17 

74471 «t It 3 Ui 214 324 36 

San PWT„ J60 144 23 274 14 17 224 

nr ,1 no s n 15 « » -to. 


bid from Redland after the 
building materials giant ac¬ 
quired a 29.99 per cent stake in 
the Nottingham-based quar¬ 
rying and ready-mixed con¬ 
crete company. Redland, up 
3p to 3SSp, has acquired 
5,481,840 ordinary shares and 
844,857 convertible preference 
shares in Ennemix, at 32p a 
share. Redland said it may or 
may not make an offer for 
Ennemix. which advised 
shareholders to take no imme¬ 
diate action. 

Independent Insurance 

jumped 27p to 361p after the 
UK composite insurer took 
control of La Palatine Assur¬ 
ance, a loss-making French 
financial services firm, in a 
deal that involves Indepen¬ 
dent receiving E18.4 million. 

Vaux Group stood out in a 
largely dull brewing sector, 
with bid speculation helping 
shares in the Sunderland 
brewing to Swallow Hotels 
and nursing homes group 
advance 18p to 275p. Market 
favourites to launch a takeover 
offer for Vaux include Bass, 
down I5p at 6S5p, and Wolver¬ 
hampton & Dudley, un¬ 
changed at 582p. 

Elsewhere in the sector. 
Allied Domecq fell 9p to 51ip, 
Scottish & Newcastle 3p to 
600p, and Whitbread 5p to 
660p. Highland Distillers re¬ 
treated 4p to 319p, with the 
shares depressed by a "bed- 
and-breakfasT deal below the 
market price. 

On the new issues front, 
strong institutional support 
helped Victrex, the speciality 
chemical business, make a 
strong market debut, with the 
shares ending at 240p. giving 
a 70p premium on the 170p 
flotation price. Unicorn later- 
national ended its fust day at 
I34p. giving a more modest 
premium of lp over its I30p a 
share float price. 
GILT-EDGED.* Gilts opened 
lower on the bade of weaker 
US bonds overnight, with 
stocks drifting sideways for 
most of the day in very quiet 
trade. The March series of the 
long gilt future lost 11 ticks to 
£ 109 2 ' / 32 , on volume of 21,000 
contracts traded. Among con¬ 
ventional stocks, shorts suf¬ 
fered falls of up to EM, while 
longer-dated stocks saw losses 
extend to and index-linked 
fell by up to £* 2 . 

NEW YORK; A rally in high 
techs and cautious optimism 
about a budget deal in Wash¬ 
ington kept Wall Street stocks 
trading higher. At midday, the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
was up 2239 points at 5,781.71. 


Brussels: 

General — 


LSDR_ 1X3367 

RP1_149^ Nov (3.1%) Jan 1987=100 

RP(X_149X1 NOV (2.9%) Ja n 1987=100 


rissuEs 


Cash converters Inti 

24 


Century Inns 

117 

- 2 

Cora de Part Fin 

510 

... 

CortworTh (I SCO 

>51 

_ 

Cox Insurance 

no 

_ 

Crown Products 

53 

- 4 

Dmatek 

81 


East Surrey NV 

448 


Flnsb Tech Tsi (100) 

102 


Gardner (IJ 

133 

- I 

Gearhouse Gp (200) 

202 

... 

Jasmin 

83 

. 

Manx&0*seas 

24 

- 1 

NadonaJ Grid (204) 

199 

- 14 

Pet city 

380 

_ 

Polymasc Ph arras 

127 


Revelarion Plcc 

100 


Rush mere Wynne 

34 

* 4 

Trocadero 

47 


Unicorn Inti (133) 

134 

... 

viarex - 

240 

... 

Viewinn 

130 


Wilmington 

66 

... 


RIGHTS ISSUES 


Dnioe Hse n(p ftrlOp) l*i 
Melrose n/p (34) 6 

Roxspur n/p (3) 4 

TBl n/p (SO) 3 


RISES: 

Vaux Group. 275p (+18p) 

Inchcape .244p(+10p) 

RtronicCom. 448p(4-15p) 

Stagecoach . 325p(+1Dpj 

British Aerospace. 779p(+2tp) 

Argyll . 327p{-*-10p) 

GEC . 338'rp (+10p) 

FALLS: 

MDIS .36'^j(-29'.-p) 

LBMS . 298p(-11p) 

L Joseph. 448p(-10p) 

Bass. 685p (-15p) 

EameU Elect.7Q3p (-9p) 
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Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sen 

Vol 

FT-SE IOO 

Mar9b _ 

3607X1 

36505 

3602JI 

3645D 

6990 

Previous open Interest fijffi 

Jun 96 _ 




364bX» 

a 

FT-SE 250 

Mar 




399QXJ 

0 

Previous open 1 merest. 1315 

Jun 9b .. 





0 

Three Month Sterling 

Mar lb™ 

9179 

93-81 

93.76 

93.77 

11012 

Previous open Interest 334*10 

Jun 9b _ 

9A92 

93.93 

938« 

93.91) 

6901 


Sep ft ... 

93.92 

93.95 

9191 

93.91 

4024 

Three Mih Eurodollar 

Mar 9b _ 




94J13 

0 

Previous open interest o 

Jun 96 _ 





0 

Three Mth Euro DM 

Mar 9o _. 

ftJ9 

ftJ9 

ftJS 

ftJ6 

10302 

Previous open Intense 93079b 

Jun ft - 

ft. 48 

ft 48 

96-44 

ft4S 

7911 

Long Gilt 

Dec 95 

1ID02 

11CMJ6 

109-26 

1100(1 

4987 

Previous open 1 merest 145059 

Mar 9b. 

109-24 

109-26 

109-14 

109-21 

2172S 

Japanese Govml Bond 

Mar 96 _ 

12107 

I2IXM 

LTIJU, 

12088 

3019 

Jun ft — 

11904 

119-64 

119.48 

119.46 

365 

German Gov Bd Bund 

Mar ft _ 

90-67 

98.73 

98.49 

ftJil 

38172 

Previous open Interest 306561 

Jun ft _ 

97.94 

97.99 

97.94 

97.94 

533 

Three month ECU 

Mar ft- 

94.94 

94.96 

94.92 

94.94 

947 

Previous open Interest IT22S 

Jun ft - 

9301 

9SJJ7 

96X11 

95X3S 

151 

Euro Swiss Franc 

Mar ft— 

98X3 

98X13 

98.19 

98J0 

2453 

Previous open interest 41477 

Jun ft 

■WJS 

raus 

98X3 

98J3 

b38 

Italian Govmt Bond 

Mar ft- 

lobjn 

inb_w 

105.90 

I06J6 

9096 

Previous open Interest SizM 

Jun ft — 




105.96 

0 


Base Rales: Gearing Banks 64 Finance Hse 7 

Discount Market Loans: O/nighi high: 7 Low 6 Week (lxed: e>’i. 

Treasury BUk (Di^Buv 2 rath 6 "b : 3 nuh ft. Sell: 2 mth t fn ; 1 mth: . 


I rath 

Prime Bank BiBs (Dis^ 6"u-6"n 


Interbank: 6 n u-t, M u 

Ovemlghu open b 1 ^ dose 64. 


Local Authority Deps 
SlerfingCDs 
Dollar CDs: 


2 mth 

3 nub 

6 ndh 

12 mb 

6'rtfli 

tfw* 1 . 

Wt.ft'u 


Vrb 1 » 

B'.-fi'w 

6"u4S*n 

6*rbSi 

Vr6>+ 

ftrb'i* 

b ,, ir4/ , u 

tferfr u 

n/a 

V, 

6'. 

V* 




itwV* 

n/a 

5.57 

545 

5.40 

Vr&w 

Vr&m 

6”irtfw 

bWii 


HJROPEAN -MONEY DEPOSfTS (%> 


Cantinj 

7 day 

1 ndh 

3 mth 

o mb 

Call 

Didbn 

5'r S'. 

5V5 1 . 

FrSS 

5'rS 1 . 

S'HS 

Oeatscbanark 

4’ri'. 

4 , w3'"» 

3VJS 

3’«-3S 

4V3 1 . 

Preach Franc 

5>r5 

SV5S 

5«V 

5V5S 

5W. 

Swiss Franc 

zvri 

?b-2'h 

2-1’. 

IVIS 

2-1 

Yens 

V, 

VS 

Vi 

Vi 

n/a 


BnDitne Open J388.10-388.40 Oose: S387JO368X30 High: *388.10-388X43 
Low: JT86.10-386JW AM: $388.40 PM:S3SfiX«5 
Krngerrand: S387.75-399.75 (Lal JO-253.K9 

PtatmiUE $406JO (C264JUI Silver: S5.14 (I3J35) PaJWrua: SI3CL75 {U5XBI 


THE TIMES FRIDAY 


New York (midday): 

Dow Jones —-- 50*1-71 (*Z£39) 


6Q9J0(*3JKi 



Tokyo: 

Nikkei Average_ 19653^5 (*20466J 


9907.61 (*2<L75) 


Bubbling up in the co 

_1__ Lun U4 


- 48OJ6(-0La 


22U3XOfH-SJI 


226507 (tUO) 


22SS.73 KB-58) 


8296A3 (*25<W) 


CAC-40 

Zuridt 

— I834J8 (+-H8) 

SKA Gen 

-702.60 (some) 

London: 


rrm ... .. . 

Tfciv ft (.p ft) 

FT 100 

- 36333 (4-194 

FT-SE MW 2S0_ 

_3967.3 (+7J) 



FT-SE Eurocrat* 100 

— I465J7(*IA« 

FTa AlWhare_ 

- 1776-91 (+7.711 

FT Non Flnnndals _ 

_ 1877.73 (+I0l[SI 

FT Fixed Interest — 

- 11434(4002) 

FT Govt Secs 

- 9538 (-027) 





USM (Dawsrray 

_>86^8 (-023) 



German Marts __— 

— 23168 (-OXW28) 

Excbange Index_ 

8231-01) 

| Bank ot England official dose (4pm) || 

1 EiCU 

-n/a » 


Mkl Rates far Dec 21 
Amsterdam-— 
Brussels ___ 

Copenhagen-- 

Dublin-- 

Frankfurt--,,— 

Lisbon-_—_ 

Madrid- 

Milan——.—, 

Montreal- 

New York__ 

Oslo_ 

Paris.-- 

Stockholm_ 

Tokyo ____ 

Vienna- 

Zurich -— 

Source: Erie/ 


Z4 769-2.4822 
45.42-45-97 
83 6608 J900 
a965l-0.%94 
L21lt2-ll65 
23IJ2-232XJ7 
187-36-187.79 
2+42.6-2452.6 
2XJW5-2.1032 
l53f7trl.53«H 
9.7640-9.79X1 
7J86O-72CQ0 
iai95-1(U5B 

156.41-150,85 
15J61-15.600 
1.7768-1.7846 


Close 
2.47M3-14BI2 
45.43-45.53 
8J574O-S.5960 
a0651-0.9677 
12 IJI-LJ1K 
23U8-23I.98 
18746-187.76 

24426-24466 


I montb 3 mtmth 
V4pr ivi4pr 


34-55ds 107-143*. 
45-55ds 119-1354* 


24426-24466 8-10dS 23-2SdS 

20935-2X3965 U-23-Q.ISpr 0324X21 pr 

1-3380-1.53^0 0.124X10pr OOKUOpr 

9.77WM.7930 VWf 2-C-pr 

7S860-7jNT) 0 l J .pr 2 'rl’«pr 

10227-10250 V'4 is VWLs 

156.41-156.M i-'.pr 2'r-ftpr 

15-567-15.594 'r'.pr I-'.pr 

1.7794-1.7822 VApr 2-l*.nr 

Premium ■ pr. Discount - at 


OIL prices have been on the rise since the end 
of September, fuelling a strong rally in the on 
sector. Brent Wend has risen $1 over die last 
fortnight with February contract with Ftebru- 
ary Brent at $17.35 yesterday and February 
Nymex light mi de almost reaching $19. Some 
analysts are be g in ning to feel confident that 
the rally will continue in the new year and at 
least one City investment b ank has raised its 
forecast for next year to $19. 

That is a significant improvement ot the 
year just ending; average crude prices for 1995 
will come out at just above $17 and there were 
periods in the early summer when predictions 
werealmost $l lower. Confidence was given a 
boost at last month's Opec meeting in Vienna 
when the oil-producing states agreed to 
maintain production at current levels for a 
further six months but the principal cause of 


the recent surge has been cold wtaiherarf 
stock movements. - ■ - - • 

Traditionally, stocks build \fp . 

Northern Hemisphere winter but 
inveniory levels have been unusually law 
as cold weather hit North Arnencan and 
Western Europe. At the same time,_A^j 
refiners have been buymto satisfy da^ 

for fuel oiL The fail instock levels has beena 

feature of the ofl market for some yearsaf 
pressure to reduce costs forces industry to - 

move to just-in^ime deliveries trangjte - 

futures market to protect them frtmT™. 
movements. Forecasts of woridojl demand 
for 1996 have increased by500,000 barrels per 
day and if the cold weather continues, the ml. 
price could spike further in the new year. That 
may encourage a contmuation of the recent 
bid activity among North Sea oil companies. 


British Airways 


WITH the bidders for USAir 
out of the picture, British 
Airways has little inoeative 
to increase its shareholding 
in the. American carrier. 
Without a deal with its 
unions, USAir is still lum¬ 
bered with excessive costs 
and the prospect of a USAir 
profit this year is a due to 
market forces rather than 
change within the airline: 

Currently, the trend is up; 
international traffic at 
Heathrow should increase 
by 5 per cent and aircraft 
capacity is growing slowly. 

Even at current levels, BA 
shares are trading on a 23 
per cent discount to the 
market based on forecasts of 
next year’s earnings. How¬ 
ever. investors who believe 
there is more value to chase 
should remember that BA*s 
recovery was led by a huge 
reduction in overhead. Since 


Redland 


REDLAND is slowly repair¬ 
ing its house and yesterday’s 
bid for Ennemix fills a few 
holes in the wall. 

Based in the East Mid¬ 
lands and East Anglia. 
Ennemix fits well with Red- 
land’s own aggregrates busi¬ 
ness, cutting the expensive 
cost of transport It owns 
precious quarry reserves; 
these are at a premium since 
government planning laws 
put the brakes on further 
quarry excavations. Redland 
is still wailing for a public 
inquiry derision on its £70 
million Isle of Harris 
superquarry. An undistin¬ 
guished performance by in¬ 
cumbent management 
allows Redland to pick up 
Ennemix cheaply and a 
stream of UK earnings is 
needed to help cut Red land’s 
hefty ACT bill. 

Ennemix is too small to be 
the palliative for all Red- 
land’s ills. The company will 
need to make two or three 
more acquisitions before im- 
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1991, productivity grew by 
more than 40 per cent and 
- future savings cannot hope 
to replicate past gains. While 
the cost structure has im¬ 
proved, yields have fallen. 

BA has benefited from a 
huge expansion in air traffic 
but the pro® per passenger 
kilometer has fallen steaduy. 
As new airlines are launched 
and existing carriers expand 


their fleets with ever larger 
aircraft, real prices and 
yields will continue to-. 6dL 
BA’s formula has been (o 
-pile 'em high and sell ’em 
cheap”, like the food readier. 
That formula ceased to work; 

for the grocers when the 
market stopped growing and 
BA investors need to be 
quick on their feet in spotting 
the downturn. 
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provements really come 
through. Its German divi¬ 
sion, so impressive in the 
past, is struggling but the 
French interests should start 
to generate good earnings 
with file added bonus that 
past losses mean tax free 
profits. The share price has 
fallen far enough and 
Redland offers room for a 
modest recovery. 


MDIS 


LESS than two years from its 
flotation and McDonnell In¬ 
formation Systems (MDIS)' 
has issued its fourth profits 
warning. Such disasters 
prompt some immediate re¬ 
flection and the need to allo¬ 
cate blame with the benefit of 
hindsight 

Investors who bought the 
shares at 260p will be partic- 
ularly annoyed because 
MDIS appeared to be sound. 
Backed by Barings — at that 
time thought to be a sensible 
institution — MDIS was sold 
as a software applications 
company that had the bene¬ 


fits of a high level of recur¬ 
ring revenue and a profitable 
track record, ft was not sell¬ 
ing video games or virtual re¬ 
ality, nor was it developing. 
miracle cures for cancer. City 
names — including lan Hay 
Davidson — were on the 
board. 

In the end, its problems are 
typical of any software com¬ 
pany: disappointing sales, 
and the high cost of research 
and development Such com¬ 
panies need to spend huge 
amounts to develop products, 
writing off costs immediately 
and then selling in a narrow 
window of opportunity be¬ 
fore competition cuts into 
margins- MDIS attempted to 
differentiate itself by adver¬ 
tising contracted revenue of 
£174 million. The lesson for 
investors is to use their own 
judgment, pay no attention to 
the sponsor or the calibre of 
the non-executives. If you 
think software or biotech 
companies are dodgy, avoid 
them. 
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Food for 
thought 

AFTER a particularly try¬ 
ing year, who could criti¬ 
cise the banking super¬ 
vision department of the 
Bank of England for cele¬ 
brating Christmas at the 
delightful Bahn Thai rest¬ 
aurant in Soho? Neverthe¬ 
less, the occupants of a 
neighbouring table caused 
momentary anxiety for one 
discreet official. “Where 
are you from?" he inquired. 
“We're from Shell" came 
the response. “Thank good¬ 
ness, that's all right then," 
said the relieved banker. 

A nother seasonal ditty: 
'Tis the season to be 
merry. 

Mistletoe and holly berry. 
But the spiciest punch 
Is at a Savoy lunch 
As Rocco squares up to 
Gerry. 

Going Dutch 

ABN Amro Hoare Govetfs 
festive quiz [City Diary, 
Wednesday) has been won 
by fund manager Richard 
Smith of Lazards. His 
prize is a magnum of 
Champagne and/or din¬ 
ner with an analyst of his 
choice. Had he come third. 
Smith would have won 
half a bottle of Cham¬ 
pagne and two dates with 
an analyst Tie-breakers to 
complete the statement 
“ABN Amro Hoare Govett 
is my favourite broker 
because ..included 
“You're Erst in Yellow 
Pages" and “When I deal 
I like to go Dutch". 


No entry 


WITH Christmas Eve al¬ 
most upon us, for, those 
who believe in Father 
Christmas (and who 
doesn't?) a hell of a prob- 
lem looms. Real chimneys 
just ain't being built any 
more, and coal bonkers are 
going out of fashion. Royal 
Insurance Property Ser¬ 
vices says 154,600 new 
homes were built between 
January and October this 
year, of which only 20 per 
cent have real chimneys. 


MCDONNELL , 
INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS 



“Any other information 

apart from the usual 
profits warning?” 

In the frame 

WHETHER it is the Rus¬ 
sian parliamentary elec¬ 
tions or preChristmas 
bonuses, the City is return¬ 
ing to an interest in. Rus¬ 
sian art after an absence of 
three years. West End deal¬ 
er Roy Miles, of Bruton 
Street, is currently exhibit¬ 
ing more than 200 works, 
having visited Georgia, 
Minsk and Siberia.The red 
sale stickers on so many 
paintings have forced him 
to bring out the reserve 
collection, which includes a 
topical study by Viktor 
Tsigalj of reindeer and 
huskies, which is on sale 
for £2.900. 

Only one Bob 

ROBERT AYLING, who 
might otherwise expect to 
be addressed as “Sir” when 
he takes up his new post as 
chief executive at British 
Airways on January l has 
sent out a directive to the 
troops that he should be 
known and addressed as 
“Bob”. He is not being 
egalitarian. He simply 
doesn't want to be confused 
with another Robert AyBng 
in the airline industry who 
happens to be the sales 
manager for Maersk Air, a 
regional airline operating 
out of Birmingham which 
now flies in BA colours as a 
franchise operator and 
which used to be called 
Birmingham European. 

Colin Campbell 



Steve Carton's job of ensuring that customers get what they want, when they want it, depends on high-tech stock control and just-in-time supplies 

How comfort and joy rely 
on sophisticated systems 


T oday and tomorrow, the seri¬ 
ous Christmas shopping gets 
done: not so much the last- 
minute buying of presents, bur 
the laying-in of the cache of food 
without which no traditional British 
Christmas is complete — the sprouts, 
the pudding, the mince pies and above 
all the turkey. For most people, that 
means a trip to the supermarket — 
either in the high street or. increasing¬ 
ly. in the vast out-of-town superstores 
that lurk on Britain's ringroads. 

But as they push their trolleys around 
the laden shelves, most people will be 
unaware of the huge and highly sophist¬ 
icated industrial machine around them 
which is giving them the ability to select 
their purchases: the modern supermar¬ 
ket. Even in tough economic times. 
Britain is now a nation of shoppers. 
Giant shopping malls such as the Metro 
Centre in the North East or Lakeside in 
the South East are the citadels of 
modem consumerism. 

Christmas is the height of tL Take last 
year. While Christinas 1994 was nor 
regarded as a success by Britain’s hard- 
pressed high street retailers, largely 
divorced from the now-faltering export 
sales that have fuelled the UK’s slowing 
economic recovery, the sales surge was 
still apparent 

Government figures compiled by the 
Central Statistical Office show that on a 
seasonally unadjusted basis, retail sales 
leapt by a quarter between November 
and December last year, and then fell 
back Ijy a third in January. 

Non-food sales—in this case, the bulk 
of Christinas presents — leapt even 
higher, with a 40 per cent increase by 
value in December. Predominantly 
food store sales, including supermar¬ 
kets, saw a more even buying pattern — 
even in tougher times, people still need 
to buy food—but even so, the December 
leap was 14 per cent and the January 
drop 19 per cent 

For most shoppers struggling with 
the crowds in the last few days before 
Christmas, this years surge will mean 
full car parks and sharp elbows in the 
last-minute rush to buy. What they will 
not notice, unless something goes 
wrong, is the complex means by which 
the big supermarket chains provide a 
huge range of choices. 

Supermarkets, especially large out-of- 
town superstores, are now big industri¬ 
al centres. The biggest employ large 
numbers of people — 600,700 or more. 
Apart from hospitals and local authori¬ 
ties. few sites in Britain — especially in 
manufacturing industry — now employ 
that number of people in rare place. 

Food retailing has been at the 
forefront in creating jobs. According to 
London Economics, the research body, 
employment in the sector has risen by 11 
per cent since the early 1980s, providing 
badly needed jobs as Britain emerged 
from recession, and considerably out¬ 
stripping the overall rate of jobs growth 
in the economy. 

That may be slowed now, with a 
marked shift in government policy. 
Ministers have become increasingly 
concerned about the impact on town 
centres of large supermarket chains 
moving out to ringroad stores. John 
Gurnmer, the Environment Secretary. . 
put forward new proposals on planning 
guidance for retail developments in the 
summer, arguing for what he calls the 
“sequential" approach: “Retail develop- 


As food shoppers prepare for the final 
push in out-of-town superstores, 
Philip Bassett looks behind the scenes 


men I plans should look first to town 
centres, next edge-of-centre sites and 
only then out-of-centre sites, if no 
suitable sites are available." 

After consultation in which his 
proposals were overwhelmingly sup¬ 
ported, Mr Gurnmer is expected to 
issue revised planning guidance in the 
new year. Retailers, which have for 
some time been experiencing difficul¬ 
ties in obtaining planning permission 
for ringroad stores, believe that the 
golden age of out-of-town superstore 
development is already over. 

Such larger-scale political and plan¬ 
ning questions, of course, mean little to 
those shoppers battling in the super¬ 
market aisles today. Supermarkets are 
competing ferociously for market share 
to get people into their shops, and once 
there, they want them to buy as much 
and as easily as possible. Some offer 
loyalty cards and provide shopping 
packers; the latest TV adverts from 
KwikSave. for instance, explicitly reject 
such moves in favour of old-fashioned 
but powerful competition on price. 

One of the flagship out-of-town 
stores of Tesco. the market leader 
which has 520 stores around the 
country, is a short drive from the 
company's headquarters in Cheshunt, 
on the M25. Built in the brick ranch- 
house style characteristic of the com¬ 
pany. Cheshunt No 2 as it is known — 
Tesco has a town centre store in 
Cheshunt as well — has a normal flow 
of customers of 50,000 a week, and 
more in the run-up to Christmas. 

Unusually, the store shares a site 


with Marks & Spencer, which was late 
into the out-of-town boom. Having 
repositioned itself. Tesco now has the 
highest proportion of AB customers, 
though half of all ABs use M&S for 
their “secondary" food shopping of 
luxury and prepared foods. At Ches¬ 
hunt. the two combine by M&S mainly 
sticking to clothes, and Tesco — which 
has about 160 stores selling clothes — 
mainly doing food. Steve Garton is 
Tesco's manager at the store. Now 32, 
he started with Tesco's in a weekend 
part-time job, and has returned to the 
store where he was originally a trainee. 
His job is to ensure that customers get 
what (hey want, when they want it. 

T wenty years ago. supermar¬ 
kets used to be a relatively 
simple affair. Often, deliveries 
would be weekly, with goods 
stacked up in expensive warehouse 
space behind the store. Now. the inner 
workings of an out-of-town store such 
as Cheshunt bear closer resemblance 
to a modem car factory run by, say, 
Toyota or Rover. 

Even at Christmas, when the main 
but still small lines of storage space 
behind the store are racked up with 
extra dry goods such as Christmas 
crackers and toys, the amount of goods 
warehoused by the store is tiny. 
Instead, everything is delivered using 
the Japanese just-in-time system, with 
goods — no longer manhandled in 
boxes, but in easily wheeled wired 
cages — rolling off the lorries straight 
into the store in a constant stream. 


PETER TWEVNOR 



High street spending is expected to total £7 billion by Christmas day 


Such military-style supply, heavily 
driven by the greatly increased provi¬ 
sion of fresh goods, is now largely 
computer-controlled. When an item's 
bar code is read at a checkout, not only 
is the price logged on the customer's 
itemised bill, but its purchase is 
recorded in the computerised ordering 
system, which automatically registers 
the need to replace it. So staple items 
are constantly being reordered and 
replenished, and the shelves which 
display the store's 19.000 product lines 
are kept full. 

It allows, too. for a running check on 
takings, so that the level of business is 
endlessly monitored. On a pre-Christ¬ 
mas visit, the receptionist inside the 
staff entrance announced at 2pm that 
the day's takings were already up by 
£2,000 on the same day a week earlier. 

Although shop hours have increased 
with a change in the law and driven by 
customer demand — today Cheshunt 
will be open until 10pm — superstores 
could cope with even longer hours. 
“This is a 24-hour-a-day, seven-days-a- 
week operation," says Mr Garton — 
from the small army of contract 
cleaners who will move in tonight after 
the store doses to tomorrows bread, 
which will start m arrive soon after¬ 
wards, in time for a 730am opening. 

But if Christmas marks a surge in 
shopping, it marks a surge in shoplift¬ 
ing too. Just inside the staff entrance, a 
seasonal notice warns staff to be aware 
of the increase prompted by the time of 
year, including "pushing through" — 
customers loading goods from the 
shelves straight into the plastic bags 
which can be bought to fit shopping 
trolleys and barging straight through 
the checkouts to hurl the stolen goods 
into waiting cars outside. 

Such brazen theft is complemented 
by more sophisticated stealing tech¬ 
niques. Cheshunt recently managed to 
catch someone who every week had 
been clearing the store’s entire display 
of plastic razors — staggeringly, about 
EUXXJ-worth of plastic razors are 
normally on show — straight into bags. 
Light, easy to handle — unlike more 
expensive but bulky items, such as 
whisky — he was then selling them on 
each week at car boot sales. 

This kind of theft leaves its mark on a 
large store’s takings at Christmas. 
Even so, Tesco's Cheshunt superstore 
is likely to see its £1 million-plus weekly 
turnover rise by up to 75 per cent in the 
pr&Christmas period. Mintel. the mar¬ 
keting analyst, believes that high street 
spending will total sametiling like £7 
billion by Christmas day. 

Such big numbers, and big profits — 
Tesco's own UK operating profit in its 
latest half-year rose by 15 per cent to 
£290 million — requires the complex 
level of industrial organisation on 
which modem superstores now de¬ 
pend, but which today's and tomor¬ 
row's customers should see linie of. 

“It's a great pleasure to me to come in 
and see it's all working." says Mr Gart¬ 
on, surveying his store. “It’s great to 
come round first thing and see every¬ 
thing ready to go." 

At Cheshunt, and every other one of 
Britain's ringroad superstores, the 
sophisticated industrial process which 
a modem superstore secretly embodies 
will ensure that everything will be 
ready this morning for the final push 
before Christmas. 
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British Gas and a pattern of conflict with ministers 


From Mr Noel Falconer 
Sir, Graham Seaijeant argues 
(“Pattern of state betrayal”. 
December 16) that the Govern¬ 
ment crippled British Gas. It 
did. 

It was aided by executives 
guilty of a world worse than 
alienating BGas shareholders 
— by incompetents still ding¬ 
ing to high office and the high 
salaries that nobody rase 
would dream of paying them. 

BGas has been at logger- 
heads with the Government 
for a decade. Of course the 
DTI should have resolved 
this. The prime failure re¬ 
mains the self-indulgence, the 
arrogant intransigence, of 
BGas. in repeated confronta¬ 
tions that culminated in its 
chief executive misleading a 


Select Committee of the House 
of Commons. 

Hie penalty was that entire¬ 
ly foreseeable consequences of 
ministerial decisions were not 
addressed. No politician 
knowingly alienates millions 
of shareholders — they, and 
their families, have votes! So 
the Government did not know 
of those huge forward con¬ 
tracts, and certainly did not 
appreciate their implications, 
when jt removed the monopo¬ 
ly their gas was to supply. 
BGas was too busy brawling 
to tell it, and it too angry with 
BGas to listen. 

This aside, entering into 
contr a ct s for tens of billions 
and across decades, but with¬ 
out escape clauses or provi¬ 
sion for renegotiation, was 


crazy. Especially when BGas 
knew these might well be 
needed! 

I myself warned that atmo¬ 
spheric warming looked plau¬ 
sible, that the series of warm 
winters could be more than a 
statistical aberration. The re¬ 
plies indicated that at least 
some BGas managers agreed, 
and accepted that the very 
possibility rendered precau¬ 
tions wise. But unwelcome 
derisions would have had to 
be token earlier, and the board 
closed its eyes. 

BGas is led by the main 
authors of its misfortunes. 
Yours faithfully, 

NOEL FALCONER. 

223 Bramhall Moor Lane, 

Hazel Grove, 

Stockport 


Harking back to 
Palace of dreams 

From Mr Barry Barron. 

Sir, As a senior, senior citizen I 
recall the Strand Palace Hotel 
with affection. Her name was 
Susie, the prettiest “nippy" of 
the time. 

1 have fond memories, too, 
of the Savoy Orpheans, Jade 
Payne at the Cecil. Ben Blue 
at the Tridty Restaurant 
and a hat-check maiden at 
Romano's. 

All in the enchanted Strand 
at the same time. 

Yours faithfully, 

BARRY BARRON. 

36 Homer Street 

Wl. 


Kitchen tales 

From Mr Adrian Dence 
Sir, As a newly qualified food 
technologist and management 
trainee with J Lyons in the 
early 1960s. my first training 
period was spent in the base¬ 
ment butchery beneath the 
Coventry Street Corner 
House. I can vouch for the 
quality of the beef I cut up for 
Lord Brightman (Letters, De¬ 
cember 15). However, the stan¬ 
dards of food hygiene left 
something to be desired. I well 
remember one morning at 
Sam in the confectionery de¬ 
partment opening a box of 
margarine to find a cockroach 
enjoying an early breakfast. 
Yours faithfully. 

ADRIAN DENCE. 

26 Hainfield Drive, 

Solihull, West Midlands. 


From Mr Geoffrey Mills 
Sir. The chief economic advis¬ 
er to the CBI (Women join 
panel of the wise men, Decem¬ 
ber 20) would like sterling to 
fall another 3 per cent Why 
not 4 percent or 40, or 85? 


Offering the CBI a word to the wise on sterling 


Since the late 1960s ster¬ 
ling has fallen about 85 per 
cent in relation to serious 
currencies: from 1,000-plus 
yen to about 150: from 11- 


plus DM to about 12; and 
from 12 Swiss francs to 1.8. 

And now we have trade 
deficits, despite all that lovely 
North Sea oil and gas. 


COuld someone please tell 
the CBI. 

Yours faithfully, 

GEOFFREY MILLS, 

43 Whetstone Close, 

Ed g hasten, 

Birmingham. 

Y 


Letters to the 
Business and Finance 
section of The Times 
can be sent 
by fax on 
0171-782 5112. 


Flying free has 
never been 
more expensive 

The National Lottery watchdog risked 
his job for $7,000, says Jon Ashworth 


F rom the moment Peter 
Davis touched down 
in Austin, Texas, one 
evening in October 1994, he 
was entering a different 
world. Outside the terminal 
a stretch limousine was 
waiting, ready id whisk him 
to the plush Four Seasons 
hotel on a bluff overlooking 

the Colorado River. It was a 
moment to savour. 

little more than a year 
later. Mr Davis would live 
to regret that trip. His ad¬ 
mission that he accepted 
free jet and helicopter flights 
From GTech. the American 
lottery company, caused a 
storm at Westminster, and 
threatened the entire fabric 
of the National Lottery. As 
the dust settles, it has 
emerged that his position as 
lottery regulator was 
jeopardised for the sake of a 
mere $7,000. 

Details obtained by The 
Times show that Mr-Davis 
made three flights on a 
Cessna Citation HI execu¬ 
tive jet. one of two belonging 
to GTech. He also made 
four flights on a GTech 
helicopter, which has been 
identified as an 
Italian-made 
Agusto AJ 09. 

Mr Davis 
boarded the Ci¬ 
tation at Austin 
on Thursday. 

October 20, 
bound for Tal¬ 
lahassee. Flori¬ 
da. where he _______ 

was due to 
meet state lottery officials. 
GTech had put toe $7 mil¬ 
lion aircraft at his disposal 
to help to meet an uncom¬ 
fortably tight schedule. 

Mr Davis accepted after 
seeking the advice of col¬ 
leagues at OfloL and despite 
National Heritage guide¬ 
lines warning of the dangers 
of accepting complimentary 
flights. From Tallahassee, 
he flew to Atlanta, before 
flying on to New York the 
following morning. 

Aviation sources say the 
flight from Texas to Florida 
would have clocked up 
$1,646 in running costs, 
based on standard industry 
figures. The hour-long flight 
to Atlanta cost $650, and the 
final leg to Teterboro. New 
Jersey, took a little under 
two hours, and ran up costs 
of $1323. The total expense 
to GTech would have been 
in the region of $3,800. 

Research indicates that it 
is quite possible to cover the 
itinerary using regular carri¬ 
ers. Mr Davis could have 
caught a Delta Air Lines 
flight from Austin to Talla¬ 
hassee via Atlanta, depart- 


6 Admission 
threatened 
the entire 
fabric of 
the lottery 5 


ing at 6.15am and arriving at 
1035am. before returning to 
Atlanta later in the day. On 
Friday, he could have flown 
on to Newark. New Jersey, 
arriving at 1230pm. A Busi¬ 
ness Class fare on the above 
routes costs £1,061, com¬ 
pared with the $3,800 
(£2,460) estimated cost of the 
GTech jet. At Teterboro. a 
five-seal Agusto AJ09 heli¬ 
copter was waiting, a GTech 
pilot at the controls. Mr 
Davis was soon flying down 
the Hudson River, marvel¬ 
ling at (he Manhattan sky¬ 
line, as the West Side 
heliport loomed. He was 
token to the Wall Street 
offices of Donaldson, Lufkin 
& Jenrette, where his old 
acquaintance, Carl Menges. 
greeted him. 

Later that day, Mr Davis 
was reunited with his wife. 
Vanessa, who had flown 
over on United Airlines to 
slay with Cordelia Menges, 
with whom she has a 20-year 
friendship. The Davises re¬ 
turned to West Side, and 
joined the Mengeses on the 
Agusto for the 100-mile hop 
to East Hampton on Long 
_Island. Mr Da¬ 
vis then flew to 
Albany for 
talks with local 
officials, re¬ 
turning on the 
Sunday. 

The four he¬ 
licopter flights 
covered 370 
nautical miles, 
and incurred 
about three hours of flight 
time, at a maximum cost to 
GTech of $3,000. Direct 
operating costs on the AI09 
are about .$500 an hour, but 
they can rise to $1,000 an 
hour once fuel, insurance 
and service charges are tak¬ 
en into consideration. The 
AI09 was the first twin- 
turbine helicopter designed 
for high-speed corporate 
transporation. About 500 
have been sold worldwide 
since the aircraft was certi¬ 
fied in 1975. 

State lottery officials paid 
for Mr Davis's meals during 
his whirlwind visiL He paid 
for hotel accommodation 
himself, charging rooms to 
his American Express card, 
and keeping a meticulous 
record of his expenses. Inter¬ 
national flights were paid by 
OfloL Based on the above 
estimates, Mr Davis's con¬ 
troversial jet and helicopter 
flights cost GTech no more 
than $7,000 — small beer for 
a corporation which boasts a 
pre-tax income of $93 mil¬ 
lion a year. The cost to Mr 
Davis could have been im¬ 
measurably higher. 


1 
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• Specialists in 
aircraft financing 

Bell Atlantic Foreign Sales Corporation 
structures and invests in single investor and 
leveraged leases for a variety of large ticket items: 

• AIRCRAFT (767’s and MD-80’s among others) 

• OIL DRILLING EQUIPMENT 

• COMPUTERS 

• CONTAINERS 

• CONSTRUCTION AND CAPITAL 
EQUIPMENT 

In addition. Bell Atlantic Foreign Sales 
CorporatiorL, provides general equipment leasing 
services in the small ticket and middle market 
areas for vendors and users of copiers, 
telecommunications and data processing systems, 
and a wide range of other income producing 
equipment. 

For information on the services available from 
Bell Atlantic Foreign Sales Corporation, please 
write to: 

BELL ATLANTIC FOREIGN SALES 
CORPORATION 

Suite 208, Citibank Building 
Charlotte Amalie, St Thomas 
U.S. Virgin Islands 00801. 
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Shares rise after roller-coaster day 

TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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EDUCATION 


It takes more than good intentions to turn primary school children into linguists, says Kate Weidmann 


Familiar foreign policy 






W hen l started sec¬ 
ondary school. 1 
sat in my first 
French dass sur¬ 
rounded by little girls from 
preparatory schools, all of 
whom had learnt the language 
before. A few years later my 
younger brother came home 
from primary school and an¬ 
nounced that he was now 
learning French. 

So when the Labour Party 
promises to “develop the 
teaching of foreign languages 
in primary schools to boost 
children's linguistic skills", the 
education system has been 
down that road before. 

In the early 1960s, news¬ 
paper headlines blared “in 
Ten Years Our Children Will 
be Bilingual” as the Nuffield 
French from Eight project 
began in British primary 
schools. Rather less than ten 
years later the Burstall report 
noted that pupils who had 
started French at eight did not 
perform noticeably better by 
16 than pupils who had a later 
start, and that in reading and 
writing they may even have 
performed less well. By the 
mid 1970s, French had all but 
fizzled out in the primary 
school curriculum, apart from 
prep schools and extracurricu¬ 
lar dubs. So, 20 years later, 
here we are again. 

The last MORI poll on the 
subject found “virtually unani¬ 
mous” support among a cross- 
section of parents for an early 
start “It's bound to be a vote- 
catcher in middle-class 
marginals.” says Tony Rob¬ 
erts. head of modem foreign 
languages at London Univer¬ 
sity's Institute of Education. 
“But it's going to need serious 
investment in teachers if it's to 
be done effectively.” 

So parents want it and 
there is a perception that 
Britain is falling behind the 
rest of Europe. Labour's docu¬ 
ment Excellence for Everyone 
says: "In other European 
countries, it is common for 
primary school children to 
Iearn one or two languages in 
addition to their native 


RICH ARDSON 



Overcoming the language barrier—pupils at Ferryden Primary School in Montrose 


tongue.” But Labour appears 
to have overlooked something 
that has been happening on its 
doorstep. In 1989. a national 
pilot project with parallel re¬ 
gional pilots was introduced in 
more than 200 Scottish prima¬ 
ry schools, and by 1993 it was 
decided to extend this to all 
primary schools north of the 
border. Tuition was first given 
only to the top dass at primary 
level, then subsequently for 
the two top years. 

Primary schools were of¬ 
fered four languages: French. 
German. Spanish and Italian. 
“There was a determination 
not to put all the Scottish eggs 
in the French basket" says 
Professor Richard Johnstone, 
one of the leaders of Stirling 


University's research into the 
project 

Initially, secondary school 
language teachers visited pri¬ 
mary schools and conducted 
the dasses. In 1993 there was a 
shift towards training the pri¬ 
mary teachers to conduct the 
language teaching, with 370 
teachers attending a 27-day 
training course- Last year, 
another 800 went on the 
course. The stated aim of the 
Scottish Office Education De¬ 
partment is to have at least one 
teacher qualified to teach a 
foreign language in each of 
Scotland’s Z336 primary 
schools by 1997. 

Results so far from the 
Scottish pilot project show that 
pupils have an advantage in 


pronundation and intonation 
and show a general willing¬ 
ness to “have a go" in second¬ 
ary schooL There was no 
evidence of an increase in 
grammatical accuracy. When 
tiie first project pupils readied 
their Standard Grade exams 
(roughly equivalent to GCSEs) 
a wider range and larger 
number of students took the 
exams than in previous years 
"at no cost to the school's 
performance in comparison 
with previous years with more 
selected groups of pupils", 
says Professor Johnstone. 

However, preliminary re¬ 
ports on the Scottish project 
emphasise the two factors that 
were judged to have caused 
the failure of the 1960s 


Nuffield project; the need for 
continuity and momentum be¬ 
tween what a pupil learns in 
primary school and what goes 
an in secondary school, and 
also how competent the prima¬ 
ry school teacher is in the 
foreign language concerned. 
The schools involved in the 
Scottish pflot were not a 
representative sample. They 
were seen as ‘TorwarcHook- 
ing", volunteering to take part 
With any special project, extra 
effort is made, extra funds are 
available- Class teachers made 
the effort, for example, to take 
registers, count lunches and 
do some PE activities in the 
foreign language, and expect¬ 
ed students to frame requests 
in it But as one report points 
out: “If the gains of the pilot 
project are to be generalised 
across the country, it wifi be 
necessary for primary school 
teachers to show confidence, 
spontaneity, fluency, accuracy 
and range in their use of the 
foreign language.” 


T he scheme begs the 
question of how to 
overcome the current 
shortage in trained 
secondary language teachers, 
which may simply be dis¬ 
placed by creating the same 
problem in primary schools. 

Robert Evans, Labour edu¬ 
cation spokesman at the Euro¬ 
pean Parliament and a former 
primary teacher, acknowl¬ 
edges that “it will take a 
generation to change — we Ye 
got to follow through and 
invest". 

The vote of primary teachers 
who went through the 
Nuffield project last time 
around will probably depend 
on the answer to where the 
money is to come from. Par¬ 
ents interviewed this week 
were largely in favour “I feel 
quite strongly about it. ir 
should be part of the curricu¬ 
lum. not optional”; “children 
have to become open to the 
idea that other people speak 
differently"; “if they don't have 
this, aren’t they all just going 
to end up shouting louder?” 
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A kiss from the New 
Zealand rugby star 
Jonah Lomu helped 
to convince Louise Woolcxxk 
she was right to ignore her 
critics and become the first 
head girl in Rugby School's 
428-year history. 

Louise, 18. endured a 
storm of protests by boys at 
the £L2,720-a-year indepen¬ 
dent school in Warwickshire 
when her appointment was 
announced this summer. 
Half of the 500 male pupils 
refused to attend a service for 
Thomas Arnold, the school's 
reforming Head Master, 
and senior boys distributed 
leaflets and posters criticis¬ 
ing the derision. 

But Louise, who is serving 
as joint head of school with 
classmate Huw Brown, had 
the last laugh an the churlish 
chapel boycotrers when she 
won the endorsement of the 
world’s biggest rugby celeb¬ 
rity on a visit to the birth¬ 
place of the game. 

She has also won praise 
for her conduct this term 
from staff and pupils, which 
has ensured there has been 
no repetition of the animos¬ 
ity towards her. 

“At the end of last year, 
about half the boys boycotted 
chapel on the morning it was 
announced. They pul up 
posters and contacted the 
press. At first I took it 
personally, then I received 
anonymous letters saying 
‘Its not personal: it's not that 


David Charter 

on how Rugby’s 
first head girl 
coped with the 
controversy 


we don’t like you’. I remem¬ 
ber thinking, i wish I was a 
boy as there would not have 
been the same sort of outcry 
and hype." 

However. Louise never 
wavered in her determ¬ 
ination to take up the post 

"They soon realised it was 
not going to get them ary- 
where. Now they have decid¬ 
ed it is not that bad after all 
There has been a positive 
atmosphere in the school this 
term," she says. 

Louise’s appointment co¬ 
incided with the first year 
that girls were represented 
in all years at the traditional¬ 
ly all-male schooLHer main 
duties indude showing pro¬ 
spective parents around the 
school and attending an 
endless round of meetings to 
prepare for the Christmas 
concert or memorial service. 
Her evenings can be taken 
up at other parents’ func¬ 
tions, dining with members 
of the school's different 
boarding houses, or listen¬ 
ing to pupils’ concerns. 

Some weeks this means 


that all her free time is 
devoted to extracurricular 
duties, which are squeezed 
around her studies far three- 
A levels in biologf, chetnis-. 
tty and mathematics. She is 
aiming for a place at Bristol '■ 
to read medicine. 

Robert Montgomerie the 
deputy headmaster, says 
Louise and Huw work well 
as a team. Her duties includ¬ 
ed reading a lesson at the' 
town Christmas service and 
reorganising the running of 
the school bar. She also Jiasr 
to outer beys off the rugby 
pitch if they do not have, 
permission to walk across it 


M r Montgomerie 
says: “We may 
have the odd male 
chauvinist pig here, but we 
haven’t had the protests that 
occurred at the time she was 
appointed. Her appointment 
has gone so well that it has 
set a precedent we might 
well be happy to follow.” 

Jonah Lomu visited at the 
end of last month. Louise 
says: “I was in the welcom¬ 
ing committee and showed 
him around the school, in¬ 
cluding where the first ball 
was picked up. I got three 
kisses from him. which was 
very exciting.” 

But she does not feel like a 
pioneer. “People say. how 
does it feel changing history, 
but on a day-Knlay basis it 
does not feel like that, you 
just do what you have to do." 
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FAX: 

0171 782 7899 


JANUARY START 



Starting each month, beginners to advanced, 
4 weeks intensive course -15 hours/week. 
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For a free brochure call: 0171723 7471. 



-' 1 -- ■ 1 

EASTER REVISION 

POSTS 


Alliance Frangaise de Londres 
1 Dorset Square, London NW16PU. 




Sponsored by the French Government 


EASTER COURSES 
AT 

HERTFORD COLLEGE 
OXFORD 

A LEVEL & GCSE 

For a prospectus call: 
01865 Z42570/246119 

Ctwnrefl Tutors 

Greyfrtan 

Oxford. 0X1 IIP 


POSTS 


FULL-TIME OFFICE 
OF BURSAR 

for College in North East England, 
beginning Spring Term 1996. 

Responsible for financial business, 
general management, administration 
and co-ordination of college and site; 
also involved in renovating 
accommodation and in fund-raising 
Trusts. 

Salary: Lecture B minimum, dependent 
on experience, plus benefits. 

Applications invited from persons with 
suitable experience and qualifications. I 

Send CV plus three referees, 
to Stuart Brawn Partnership, 

84 St Katherine's Way, 

London, El 9YS 


UNIVERSITY APPOINTMENTS 


University of Cambridge 


Laurence Professorship of 
Ancient Philosophy 

Applications are invited for ike above Chair which will 
become vacant on I October 1996- The University 
follows an equal opportunities policy. 

Pensionable stipend £38,993. 

Further information may be obtained from the 
Secretary General of (he Faculties. General Board 
Office. The Old Schools. Cambridge CB2 ITT. 
Applications UO copies), mated ‘confidential’, with 
Dames oftwo referees by 29 January 1996. 

Tht Unbenity aim to acJnear Vie bights* quaftyin 
teaching and reteanh. 


ALL BOX NUMBER REPLIES SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO: BOX No._ 

c/o THE TIMES NEWSPAPERS 
P.0. BOX 3553, VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON, El 9GA 


WATSON GORDON 
CHAIR a/* FINE ART 

The University Court invites applications from 
candidates in any field of art history for the Watson 
Gordon Chair of Fine Art in the Department of fine Art. 
This Chair is now advertised as a result of Professor Eric 
Forme's appointment as Director of the CourtauW 
Institute of Art. The Chair will be tenable from 
1 October 1996 or as soon as possible thereafter. 
Salary will be within the professorial range. 

Please quote REF:TI S90S82 
Further particulars of the post may be obtained from 

the secretarytothe university, 
THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH, 
I ROXBURGH STREET, EDINBURGH, EH8 9TB, 
TEL: 0131 650 2511 (24 hour answering service), 
with whom applications (1 2 copies), including 
curriculum vitae and the names of three referees, should 
be lodged. Overseas candidates need submit only one 
copy of the application which may be submitted by Fax 
(+44 I 31 650 6509). Applicants arc asked to ensure 
that confidential reports are received from their referees 

by the same date. 
Closing date: 26 January 1996. 



The Funding Agency for Schools has been In business since April 
1994. It has responsibility for funding and planning almost 1 1OO 
grant-maintained schools. These are the schools which have 
opted out erf their local education authorities (LEAs). 


ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 

£25 - £38k York 


The Agency's Planning Directorate, usually in partnership with the 
LEA. has responsibility for the planning of school places In almost 
SOofthe 109 local authority areas In England. This means working 
with LEAs and schools, to ensure a sufficient supply of school 

places and to hdp GM schools develop to meet the needs of their 

local communities. 

Although York-based, the seven planning teams, all headed bv 
Assistant Directors, spend much of their time in their respective 

W= are seeking to recruit a new Assistant Director of Piannlrw. 
Hefshe wdlhave responsibility for a team of five pformets and wS 
report to the Director of Planning. ana wih 

TIk successful candidate will ha* significant experience of 
eAicatJon organisation and planning, probably h/rotatt™ ^ 
schools, and typically gained In a taJoducaSnS .JhSX £ 
she will be able to grasp - and work within - a comlS ^.V.1 " 
framework; to produce well-argued analyses* to 
productive working relationship^ CM spools’<md UMM 
to present weQ to vaiying audiences. The workljf^^ 
extensive travel and overnight stays. Involve 

“ if* d Jf cu *^«“ ****** ring jadde farneH on (019041 


Promoting 
Excellence 
in leadline 
And Research 


fas 


Funding Agency 
for Schools 


The tomcatg Agency kr Sohoae 
ban oquB/oDcortutH?. 





























THE TIMES FRIDAY DECEMBER 22 1995 


27 



■ DANCE 

The Royal Ballet's 
glamorous star, 
Sylvie Guillem, 
sets out to 
woo an audience 
of millions 



■ MUSIC 

Christmas is 
celebrated with 
a superb series 
of choral 
concerts in 
Smith Square 


THE^smtTIMES 

ARTS 



■ TOMORROW 

Will Richard 
Eyre's National 
Theatre brains 
beat the RSC 
in the battle 
of thespian wits? 



■ NEXT WEEK 

The greatest 
turkeys of 
stage and screen 
are fondly 
recalled by 
Times critics 


Beginners welcome to a ballet masterclass 


Do you want to dance? For three nights 
next week on BBC2 Sylvie Guillem will 
show you how, John Percival reports 


S yivie Guillem — everyone knows 
that she is the dancer who swings 
her foot up higher than her head. 
Actually, she does a lot of other 
things, and more interesting things too; 
and people switching on for her BBC2 
mini-series starting on Tuesday are in for 
a surprise if they expect the standard 
tights, tutu and pnintc shoes. 

in fact, you do get the ballet shoes and 
the short frilly skirt, but all in black, and 
worn with a casual top, bare legs, and 
long hair falling all over her face. The 
contortions she puts her body through 
while introducing and wrapping up each 
programme are just as startlingly unusu¬ 
al, but accompanied by her own voice¬ 
over explaining her ideas about dance 
and movement 

Is she afraid that viewers, unless they 
are experts, might have problems under¬ 
standing the programmes? “No.” she says 
with a smile. “1 think the 
experts might have prob¬ 
lems, but people who 
don't usually watch 
dance might enjoy them, 
especially if they are 
interested in films." 

Ran of her purpose, 
indeed, is to show how 
dance relates to other 
kinds of movement For 
this reason she indudes 
a long episode in which 

the actions of a dancer. _ 

David Kern from the 
Frankfurt Ballet and an actress, 
Benedicte Loyen, are interspersed with 
archive sequences assembled by film 
director Francoise Ha Van. These indude 
newsreels and dramas on the one hand. 
Ulanova* Swan Labe and the historic 
German expressive dancer Mary 
Wigman on the other, with the incompa¬ 
rable Busier Keaton occupying a fascinat¬ 
ing middle ground. 

“You notice the shots of Muhammad 
All training?" she asks. “You cant hear 
what he is saying, but actually it is itn a 
dancer, man, 1 am a dancer'. I like that" 
The three half-hour programmes were 
about a year in the planning and making 
(fitted in with many other engagements 
along the way). The original approach 
came from the French station France 2, 
with BBC2 as ctvproducers, and Guillem 
told them flatly that she would be 
interested only if she were given her head 
to choose choreographers and film¬ 
makers whose work she found sympa¬ 
thetic. 

“I am not saying these are the only good 
choreographers around.” she says, “but 
they were ones 1 wanted to work with 
now. If we get the chance again, maybe I 
will choose somebody different" 

Among the choreographers this time is 
Jonathan Burrows, who left the Royal 
Ballet to run his own group. He has made 
a solo for Guillem to dance in programme 
three. Called Blue Yellow, and set to a 
string quartet by Kevin Volans. it is a 
complete contrast to what anyone asso¬ 
ciates with Guillem: all quiet steps, 
gestures and hesitations in the minimalist 


6 Without 
taking some 
risks, you 
cannot 
have art 9 


manner which has become one of 
Burrows's specialities. 

Once the piece was ready, the film¬ 
maker Adam Roberts was given a free 
hand to shoot it as he liked. He chose to do 
so chiefly through doorways, so that the 
dancer sometimes goes out of view as she 
prowls in circles, and viewers may get a 
sense of coming upon the dance acciden¬ 
tally. 

The biggesr of the new works. Smoke, is 
in programme one: a 20-minute two- 
hander by the Swedish choreographer 
Mats Ek in which his brother. Niklas Ek 
(a former star with the Cullberg and 
Bejart Ballets and Netherlands Dance 
Theatre), explores different relationships 
with Guillem. Although she had worked 
with Mats Ek before, she had never met 
Niklas and is full of enthusiasm for his 
quality as a dancer and personality. “He's 
a bit crazy, which 1 like. Thai air of 

_ complete innocence — 

it’s just him, he's really 
like that. And you know, 
he’s 52. I hope my body 
will still be as flexible 
when I reach that age." 

Mats Ek has done a lot 
of television work before, 
and directed himself for 
the screen, although he 
will now adapt the work 
for the stage. Finding 
equivalents for some of 
the special effects will be 
a problem: not just the 
smoke that appears sometimes from the 
dancers' hair or dothes. but Guillem's 
instantaneous costume changes. These 
may be easy enough for the camera Oust 
stop and restart) but she admits that they 
were one of the most trying things for her 
“Ifs no! easy to take up exactly the same 
position again when you have reached it 
by moving about rather freely like this." 

Surprisingly, Guillem chose not to 
dance in the new solo that she asked 
William Forsythe to make for programme 
two. It surprised Forsythe too when she 
asked him to dance himself. “1 said 1 
would like him in the programme, bur at 
first he did not want to appear, and said, 
'I’ve never made a solo for myself. I'm loo 
old now. It's too long since I performed.'" 

But Guillem's determination eventually 
exceeded his "I persuaded him to impro¬ 
vise in the studio, and let himself be 
filmed while doing it I think it* amazing, 
the energy of his dancing." 

The film-maker was Thomas Balogh ("I 
call him the Kid because he’s so young"— 
that from Guillem, barely out of her 
twenties), who used different camera 
angles for contrasted views of Forsythe* 
tough but fluent dancing, which he then 
edited with a free hand to produce the 
remarkable end product. 

“We all had to trust each other" 
Guillem says. “But without taking some 
risks, you cant have art." 

She admits to fear every time she goes 
on stage, which might seem unexpected 
from a dancer who can look so confident 
and controlled, but helps to explain the 
high tension of her performances. And 



Stepping out of character Sylvie Guillem confounds her popular image with quiet steps and gestures in Jonathan Burrows’s minimalist Blue Yellow 


she certainly took a risk with the 
commentary in the television series. 

“At first I had a script which I read, but 
I thought it sounded so uninteresting. So 1 
just improvised what I would say, and it 
was recorded, and then 1 left it to the 
maker of the links [Ha Van] to chose what 
to use and where." 

But did she improvise the French 
version first, then translate it? "No, we did 
the English first — and the two versions 
are not just the same anyway, because it* 
natural to express things differently in the 
two languages." 

Now it is back to the classics for 
Guillem, with Swan Lake and The 
Sleeping Beauty at Covent Garden next 
month, and Cvselle later. She is looking 
forward to it “I find that when you move 
between these works and new creations, 
each time you I earn something more from 
the experience, and bring something new 
to your dancing.” And more television? “I 
hope so. provided we can do more 
creations. It* good to experiment, even if 
not everything succee d s. And maybe what 
we have tried to do will make others 
attempt things, too." 

• Sylvie Guillem is on BBC2 on Tuesday 
(735pm), Wednesday (730pm) and Thursday 
(730pm) 


TOMORROW 

• Coppelia. Sir Peter 
Wright* swansong, as he 
bowed out of Birmingham 
Royal Ballet, was a new 
production of this evergreen. 
It was recorded in May at 
Co vent Garden, on the J25ih 
anniversary of the first per¬ 
formance. BBC2. 7pm 

•Tx. Fiona Shaw reads El¬ 
iot* The Waste Land, direct¬ 
ed by Deborah Warner. 
April is the cruellest month, 
but BBC2* December 
doesn't seem too cheery ei¬ 
ther. BBC2, 8.-40pm 

• Unplugged — Bob Dylan. 
More wailing and gnashing 
of texts from the veteran 
songman. BBC2,1135pm 

• The Three Tenors. They're 
back! That magical night of 
top Cs and supercharged 
egos, in the baths at Rome, is 
replayed for any fans who 


have not yet bought the 
video. Channel 4,9pm 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

• Christinas in Vienna 1995. 
And guess what? Here* Do¬ 
mingo and Carreras again, 
though Pavarotti is this time 
impersonated, slightly im¬ 
probably. by Natalie Cole. 
Commentary by Paul 
Gambacrini. BBC2 , 430pm 

• Unplugged — Phfl Col¬ 
lins. Now it’s his turn to 
show that he doesn't really 
need all those wires. BBC2 
11.45pm 

• The Caballe Family 
Christmas with Cher. Yes. 
opera star Montserrat 
Caballe, plus her singing 
daughter, join Cher and 
News at Ten anchorman 
Trevor McDonald, for a cosy 
yuietide singsong. /7V, 
1025pm 


CHRISTMAS DAY 

• The Greatest Musk Party 
in the World. But not so 
great apparently, that the 
BBC feels it should be 
screened before midnight 
Bowie. Stewart Ross and 
other veteran talents rub 
shoulders with slightly youn¬ 
ger ads. BBCI. 12.05am 

• La Boheme. Baz Luhr- 
mann. of Strictly Ballroom 
fame, directed this Austra¬ 
lian Opera production of the 
Puccini weepie. updating the 
action lo the Paris of Sartre. 
BBC2.3.10pm 

• Some Enchanted Eve¬ 
ning. Your host at this cele¬ 
bration of Broadway lyricist 
Oscar Hammeretein, born 
100 years ago, is Julie An¬ 
drews. Who better to lead us 
gently through the winsome 
ditties of South Pacific. 
Oklahoma!. Carousel and of 


course The Sound of Music? 
BBC2 . SJSpm 

• England. My England. 
John Osborne* last screen¬ 
play is ostensibly about the 
life of Restoration composer 
Henry Purcell, but dips into 
the 1960s to allow some 
characteristically vitriolic 
asides. Tony Palmer's starry 
cast includes Simon Callow 
and Robert Stephens. Chan¬ 
nel 4.9.05pm 

BOXING DAY 

• Dido and Aeneas. More 
Purcell to round out his 
tercentenary year. But don't 
expect a straight staging of 
his masterpiece. This is the 
version choreographed by 
Mark Morris, with Morris 
himself dancing the role of 
Dido and the Sorceress. 
Channel 4,3.15pm 

Richard Morrison 


LONDON CONCERTS: Fine choirs dispense seasonal cheer in Smith Square; Romantics get period treatment on the South Bank 


Ten ways to sing ‘Hail Maty’ 


Polyphony 

St John’s 


T here can be few nicer 
ways to spend Christ¬ 
mas than in the com- 
jany of Polyphony and 
Stephen Layton. They take 
hemselves rather less serious- 
y than some choirs I know: 
an you really imagine a 
hoirmaster such as Peter 
*hxDips or Paul McCreesh 
timing round to take the solo 
n White Christmatf 
Yet they take their music 
eriously enough to perform 
■alestrina every bit as assidu- 
usly and stylishly as “there* 
ever been such a day in 
leverly Hills LA". And they 
re so young, that 1 can (and 
rill) safely hire them for my 
jtneral. 

JFbr this Christmas concert 
i Smith Square, Polyphony 
iose to "syng of a mayden 
tat is makdes". Awe Maria, 
te programme was called 
ad, after processing into easy 
it robust plainsong, t he sin g- 
■s performed Palestrina* 
tissa Ave Maria with its 
idvements seperated by later 
ttmgs of the prayer. 

So after a joyfully brisk 
yrie. Palestrina* paraphrase 
the opening plainchant, and 
Gloria of stenritsharp en- 
ies. Bruckner* motet Ave 
laria purred its way out, the 
ale-voice lines wonderfully 
sauced, as if from another 
mension. Then Villa-Lobos, 
issued; as melancholy as a 
tinting by El Greco. 

Even in vibrato-less Pale- 
rina. Polyphony is not afraid 
make the human voioe 



Polyphony: quality voices that can move from Palestrina to Irving Berlin with ease 

Aprylle. Emma Preston-Dun- 
lop was the eager, child-like 
soloist above the soft grey 
weave of Kenneth Leighton's 
Lully. Lulla before the entire 
choir sang Lord of the Dance. 
polyphony's Messiah is to¬ 
morrow at St John*. 

Hilary Finch 


human — rather than act as 
an instrumental apology for 
itself. The choir has a properly 

resonant bass line (no choral- 
scholar braying), sharp-etched 
by reedy altos. 

After Palestrina* Sanctus 
came Verdi* Ave Maria — 
echoes of Otello in tenderly 
imagined modulations — and 

' At 


the jolly. Eastern orthodoxy of 
Stravinsky. 

After the interval, it was 
carol time, ftrey Grainger, al 
his most sugar-spun, was 
represented by his Sussex 
Mummers Carol and this 
hummed straight into the 
buoyant, asymmetrical lilting 
of Piter Warlock* As dew in 

& 


Delights behind 
the Advent doors 


THE annual Magenta Music 
International Christmas Festi¬ 
val at St John* Smith Square 
is now a well-established part 
of the countdown to the big 
day and. like the traditional 
advent calendar, each concert 
opens a door to fresh musical 
delights. On Tuesday night 
the Sixteen, under its director 
Harry Christophers, present¬ 
ed a programme of less famil¬ 
iar seasonal music that 
ranged from medieval carols 
to work by Britten. Howells 
and Restighi. 

Perhaps the best known 
work in the concert was 
Britten's A Ceremony of Car¬ 
ols. a work conceived with 
boys' voices in mind. My heart 
sank a little when a trio of 
counter-tenors appeared at the 
end of the opening procession. 
The sopranos of the Sixteen 
combine a choir-boy purity of 
tone with the musical'finesse 


The Sixteen 

St John’s 


of adult professionals but the 
sound of the counter-tenor is 
worlds away from the boy 
alto. In the event. I need not 
have worried; the men were 
not at all intrusive and added 
weight to the fester, louder 
numbers such as Adam Lay I- 
Bounden. The virtuoso harp 
accompaniment was brilliant¬ 
ly dispatched by Sioned Wil¬ 
liams. and the performance as 
a whole was as highly pol¬ 
ished as a holly berry. 


Like A Ceremony of Carols, 
Respighi's Hymn of Praise for 
the Birth of the Lord inhabits 
a distinctive sound world and 
is equally imbued with the 
composer* personality. The 
forces are somewhat larger — 
woodwind, piano, and percus¬ 
sion accompany The full choir 
— but it shares with the 
Britten the intimate, timeless 
qualities which are so appro¬ 
priate to the Nativity, rein¬ 
forced here by snatches of 
plainchant, a strong modal 
element and archaic-sounding 
contrapuntal writing. The 
Hymn of Praise is more a 
cantata-like telling of the ado¬ 


ration of the shepherds, in 
which rustic oboes and 
baffoons dominate Respighi's 
chanting score. 

Here, and throughout the 
programme, the Sixteen (actu¬ 
ally the 21 on this occasion) 
demonstrated that it is what 
might previously have been 
thought impossible: a choir of 
soloists. In particularly, I will 
single out Sally Dunkley 
(Mary in Respighi* playlet), 
whose modest demeanour be¬ 
lies her considerable ability as 
a soloist 

Hie three carols by Herbert 
Howells drew the best choral 
singing of the evening; the 
Sixteen* accuracy of pitch and 
focus of tone enhanced the 
lusciousness of Howells* in¬ 
tricate harmonies. 

A Christmas gift for all who 
were present 


Tess Knighton 


Fine show of the flowers of Romance 


DESPITE its name, the Or¬ 
chestra of the Age of Enlight¬ 
enment has been making 
excursions into 19th-century 
repertory with more thor¬ 
oughness than any other ma¬ 
jor “period" band. On 
Wednesday the players pre¬ 
sented an interesting pro¬ 
gramme of Romantic works 
all written before 1850. 

Berwald. Mendelssohn and 
Schumann were the featured 
composers. It was perhaps not 
surprising to find the rising 
young Etonian conductor 
Paavo Jarvi playing Berwald: 
his father, Neeme, has long 
been a champion of this 
pioneering Swedish compos¬ 
er. Bur tiie younger conductor 
proved himself a persuasive 
interpreter in his own right, 
and indeed disclosed musi- 


OAE/Jarvi 
QEH 


clanship of individuality and 
authority- It is not hard to see 
why Jarvi. who already holds 
two conducting posts in Swe¬ 
den and will become principal 
guest conductor of the City of 
Birmingham Symphony Or¬ 
chestra next season, is in 
increasing demand around 
theworld. 

In Berwald* third sympho¬ 
ny fSinfonie singuliere"), 
Jarvi did his best to stress the 
work's originality, but he 
could do little with the open¬ 
ing movement — he was not 
helped by some tentative en¬ 
semble here — where the 
flashes of inspiration are only 


intermittent. But he caught the 
languid mood of the Adagio, 
showed humour in the Scher¬ 
zo and drove a fiery account of 
die Finale. Once the orchestra 
had settled down, its “period” 
instruments were a positive 
asset, with softer-grained 
strings and rasping winds and 
brass ideal in the transparent 
textures of a composer sensi¬ 
tive to northern light. 

The Mendelssohn Violin 
Concerto gave Jarvi more 
expressive scope, as he set 
fastish but always flexible 
tempos. Thomas Ze helm air 
gave an intense, poetic ac¬ 
count of the solo part, dis¬ 
patching the virtuoso 
passages with ease. The An¬ 
dante, though, lacked a little 
elegance: in some over¬ 
wrought moments Ze helm air 


dug with pressure into 
phrases, with resulting way¬ 
ward intonation. 

Most rewarding of all was 
Schumann* Second Sympho¬ 
ny. Jarvi made a strong case 
for a work that has been 
dismissed as the weakest of 
the composer* symphonies. 
He seemed to relish the under¬ 
lying unease, and unleashed a 
mighty struggle in the turbu¬ 
lent opening. Tension was 
maintained in the middle 
movements — even tire sunni¬ 
est passages of the Scherzo 
and the poignant Adagio were 
restless — but Jarvi drew 
incisive, exhilarating playing 
that allowed the music to 
break through in triumphant 
affirmation at the close. 

John Allison 













■ CHOICE 

Verdi’s tragic 
Luisa Miller is 
put on stage by 
Opera North 

VENUE; Opens tonight 
Grand Theatre, Leeds 



■ BOXING PAY 

An indispensable 
guide to the 
post-Christmas 
shows; buy 
The Times on 
December 26 


THE 


(TIMES 


ARTS 



■ THEATRE! 

Stories of 
homesickness 
and exile make 
an inspiring 
entertainment 
in Kilbum 




...butrn 
Wimbledon a r , 
lavishly tacky - 
st a ging can 4 ! 

revive a feebly 
scripted Aladdin 


MARILYN 


LONDON 


MAD HATTER’S CONCBTT. Join the 
Mad Hatter and the London Cancan 
Orchestra tomorrow for tats of |oSy 
mjrx. 'wne -jqooal aortas gnri lota d 
treats, including Afca and her friends 
before the show Later on, there are a 
let! tar The Qory of 
Ctrtitnss 

Barbican, salt Street. ECS (0171 -638 
8891) Set 3pm and 8pm. 8 

Wilber'S party. One o» America's 
dassc reedmen, Bab Witter, carries on 
fts noway festivities with special 

guests Tommy Whtffle tonight and Kenny 
BaKar and Daifle CMt tomorrow 
Pizza on the Park it KrigttsMdge. 
SW1 (Q171-235 555QB?73). 915 and 
U 15pm. 

FAIRY DUST AND SPARKLES. Ben 

Stevenson's staging of The Nutcracker 
for Engfcsh National Batiel is the perfect 
artelcte iw pre-Chnstmas anguish. 
Wonderfully Ivey, complete with ffyrg 
pastry cooks and trees ihat grow and 
ryow. and greet fun far everyone The 
London Concert Orchestra offers a 
Chnstmas Eve gala, with tenor 
Bonavenfura Barone as one of the 
safest* 

Festival Hall. South Bank. SEi (017T- 
960C24C] Today and tomorrow. 2.30 
and 7 30pm Sun. 230pm © 


M COMPANY-Adrian Lester. Sheila 
Gtsh. Sophie Thompson n an excel tent 
staging a Sondheim's Mfersweef 
musical cn rrem^i pro and cxrwa. 
Daranar Warehouse. Eartram Street, 
WC210171-369 17321. Mon-Sar. 

7 30pm, mats Wed and S3,3pm © 

□ DEAD FUNNY Befinda Lang. Kevin 
McNally and Sam hefty m Terry 
Johnson's sharply tunny play about 
comes and swne ofthor fans. 

Savoy. The Strand, WC2 (OT 71 -836 
8888) Mon-Frt. 6pm. SaL 8 iSpm. mats 
Wad, 230pm and Set 5pm © 

□ THE GLASS MENAGERIE. Sam 

Mendes' radian production Zoe 

v/atamaker and Clare Sfcimer ptay 

mother and dauber. Ben maiden 
comes is Tom 

Comedy, Partem Street svin {0171- 
369 1721) MorvSa. 7 30pm. rtas 5aL 
plus Dec 28 and Jan 4.3pm. 

□ HYSTERIA Henry Goodnan ptays 
Freud. w<h Tim Porter as Salvador Dali, 
■n Terry Johnson s surreal, double 
award^wner The funniest serious piav 
nLondon. 

Duke of forks. Si Martin's Lane. WC2 
10171-836 5122) Mcn-SaL 7 30pm. 
mats Thors and Sat. 3pm © 

E AN fNSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
DaHr/s powerful production, with 
Nicholas Woodeson as the ai l-fcnowing 
Inspector, and Edward Peel and Susan 
Engel as. the pAarsot society 
Garrick. Charmg Cross Road. WC2 
[0171-494 5065) Mon-Fn.745pm.Sfll. 
S.ISpnv. mats Wed. 2.30pm. Sat, Spm 


NEW RELEASES 

♦ THE INDIAN IN THE CUPBOARD 

(PG) A toy (nclian figure cones alive 
Restrained and imaginative verson at 
Lynne Reid Banks's children's stores, 
with Hal ScanJmo and Lnetan Director. 
Frank Cc. 

Ctaphom Pietrae. closed Sun t0i7l- 
49833231 MGMChetoeo (0171-352 
5096) Odeons Kensington |07426 
9146681 West End (01426-915 574) 

CURRENT 

♦ THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT 115) 
Whal happens when the endowed 
President gas a grttnend? (4ot mjch. 
even with Michael Douglas and Annette 
Bering Director. Rob Rarer 
Empire (0171^37 1234) MGMk 
F ulham Road £ (W71 -370 2636) 
Itocadera Q)(0l7f-434 00311 Odeon 
Kensington (01426 914666) Screen/ 
Baker SL ctosed Sun (0171-935 2772 j 
LTCJ Whiteteys 8 (0171 -792 33321 

ANGELS AND INSECTS (18) 
Procreative games m Victorian England 
Handsome but stiff drama, with Mark 
Rylance. Pasy Kansu and Knsw Scon 
Thomas Director. Phrtp Haas. 

Curzon Mayfair, closed Sun (0J71- 
538 1720) MGM Fulham Road (017t- 
370 2836) Odeon Swiss Cottage 
(01426914098) Richmond, closed Srti 
(01B1-3321X00) 

♦ BABE ID) Glorious, vivacious I amity 
film about a shsep-hertfng pq. wih a 
oasi of laMng animate 

Barbican 8 dosed SUi 10171-638 
8891) Ctaphom Picture, dosed Sun 
10171-498 3323) Empire 0 (0171-437 
1234) MGMk Baker St (0171-335 
97721 Fulham Rd W171-370 26361 
Trocadero Q (0171-4J4 0031 1 Odeon 


WEEKEND CHOICE 


A dally guide to arts 

and entert ai nment 

compiled by Kris Anderson 


ELSEWHERE 

LEEDS Opera North opens 46 winter 
season inraght writ a big new 
production of Vftstfi'i Luisa MBer. An 
operatic setting of Scfrter. with innocent 
GIsete-style maiden betrayed by 
haughty aristas and me* hentfimn. 
Pad Daniel conducts, Tim Atoery 
directs, wdi Susannah Gferwle as 
Ussa Aian Qpie as her later end 
Arthur Danes as the tenor. 

Grand, [fewBnggsie 10113-244 
0971/2459051). Tonight, 715pm © 

ABERDEEN: Hatwt Tea and the 
Scottish Chamber Orcheetra get (he 
weekend off to a joly stert. with a 
programme of Mozarrs The Musical 
SteghnOe. Pratotev's Phw and tne 
Wotf, Paterson's Lrffle fifed RWng Hood 
and Anderson's Stegh Ride The BBC 
Scot tish S ymp ho n y Orchestra takes 
over lomotrow but mere is very limited 
ticket avatetaWy 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's utossmeot 
of theatre muring in London 

■ House tuU, returns otrty 
B Some seats available 
□ Seats at ad prices 


Q THE JUNGLE BOOK 7m Supple s 
vigorous, utterly enpyable adaptation of 
three Mowgb stones. 

Young We. The Cut. SEt iOPl-928 
6363] Tonlgta. 7pm; Sa. 230 and 7pm. 
Until Jan 27 (S 

■ A UTTLE NIGHT MUSIC Begart 
and succesrJLi production by Sean 
Mathwa ot Sondheim s Swedish 
charmer. Judi Dench. Patricia Hodge. 
Son PMVps and Lambert WHson 
among the stars stwiing m the reght. 
National <Ofivwi. South Bart-; SEt 
(0171-928 22521 Tonight. 7.15pm © 

D RETURN TO THE FORBIDDEN 
PLANET A rnarveBousiy mad me. of The 
Tempest with Greet Batts o/Pre and 
other cosme tm at the 1950s and 
19605 

SlurAasbury. Shaftesbury Avene, WC2 
(0171-379 5399). Mon-Thura. 6pm. Frt 
and SeL 5pm and 8 30pm. Also Dec 
27.2 30pm. 

B THE SHAKESPEARE REVUE A 
witty evenng o> song, dance and 
fkMchei to do WEam 3 


CINEMA GUIDE 


GeofT Brown's assessment of 
fflms in London aid (where 
indicated with the symbol ♦) 
on release across the country 


Swkw Cottage (01426 914 098) 

Plaza, dosed Sun (0171-4371234} Rio 
10171-254 6677) Ritzy (0171-7372121) 
UCI WhtoleysG K'171^-792 3332) 

FARJfffUJ (151 The Hie o( an 18th- 
ceniuv castrate. Lois of opera, sax and 
dothes. but Gdrari Corbrau's an only 
scratches (he matertaTs potential 
MGMs: Swiss Centre (0171-439 
4470) Tottenham Cowl Road (0171- 
636 6148) UtnemalOl 71 -235 4225) 
Odeon Kenstagton (01426 914666) 

♦ GOLDENEYE (12) Pierce Brosnan 
tiurajes as the new James Bond Anp- 
roenrig ihrfler with a sense ol himour 
with Sean Been. Director. Manm 
Campbe* 

Barbteen® dosed Sun 10171-838 
8891) MGMk Baker Street (0171-935 
97721 Chelsea (0171-362 5096) 
Fulham Road (0171-370 2636) 
OdeonK Kensington (01426914666) 
Leicester Square (01426 915683) 
UarWe Arch (01426914501) Swiss 
cottage 101426914098) UCt 
WhtWeys © ( 01 71-792 3332) 

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER (IS): 
Actors struggle to mount Hamlet Ovw- 
manccaredy trom Kennatfi Branagh, 
with Mehael Maloney, Joan CoHfns 
Barbican © ckKed Siai (01 Ti-638 
8691 1 MOM Tottenham Court Road 
(0171-836 6148) OdeonK Haymaricat 


Music Kail, Union Street® f0i22« 

641122). TonghL 7.30pm repeated 
tomorrow, EdWwrgh, Qnaen'e Hal © 
(0131-588 2019), 7.46pm. B8CS0~ Sd. 
7J0pm. 

OtADFORD: Hiss and boa to you 
heart's content with Matthew Kflly and 
Luda Lusartl in Dick Whittington. 
AUnmbra, Matey Street (01274 
752000). Opens tonight, 730pm. SaL 
2.30 and 730pm; Sun, 230pm, Q 


Britteh Museum 1 . WwlmriStet Kings 
end the MerSeval Palace of Weamraer 
(0171-6361555)... HayaaniiAR and 
Power Europe iwter ihe dWatore 1930- 
1945 (071-828 3144)... ttafional 
GaPery Parangs kom National Trust 
Houses(0171-74728®) .National 
Portrait Ganary; RWatf and Mana 

Cosway (0171-308 0055) .Peter 
Nahum at Leteeater Gafleries 
Vkaortai Faces and Faety Fanlaaes 
(0171-0908069).. Royal Academy: 
Dai»d Hockney Crewing Bahospecare 
10171-439 7438).. Sei p e nlhi e 
WBam Tumbuft: scuff: Eure and 
panings (0171 -723 9072) TMa: 
Dynasties: Paintings in Tudor and 
Jacobean England (0171-887 8000}.. 

V A A Jan Art horn Indie (0171-838 
8500)... WWachapef. End Notde 
(0171-522 78881 


Assemfeed by Chroiopher Luscombe 
and Mdcdm McKee. 

VlauderiUe. Srand. WC2 (0 m-836 
9987). Mon-fn, 8pm. Set. S^Opnv mas 
Wed. 2 30pm and SaL 5.30pm 
B SON OF MAN: Denote Potter's 
story of the Ue ot Chna (Joeeph 
Fiennes), religious rebel Strong acting, 
good design, undear purpose. 

Pit, Barbican. S4k Street. EC2 (0171- 
638 8891). Taretyrt, 715pm: Sk. 2pm 
and 7.15pm © 

B THE TOWER Alexandre Dimas' 
high romantic metodiwna goes way wer 
ihe (op tar most madam tastaa but d 
wonhavsinonohetess Sinead 
Cusack plays the sex-mad and 
muidsraus qjeen 

Afenefda. Aknoda Street, N1 (0171-358 
4404). Mon-SaL 7.30pm: mat SaL 
2.30pm.© 

□ TRABiSPOTTING Irving Wateh's 
blackest of Mack comatfies. set on the 
wid side ot Edribuign: dregs, dangw 
and verm 

Ambaaaadars. West SueeL WC2 
(0171 -836 8111). Mon-Fit, aprrr. SaL 
8.30pm. mats Wed and SaL 5pm. 

B THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS 
Jeremy Sinden ptays the ebuBent Toad 
in the now annual return of (he National 
Theatre production Sill dehgnthJ 
OM Vic, Waterloo Road, SE1 (0171 - 
928 66551. Mon-SaL 730pm mats Wed. 
Sat. daly m week of Dec 26.2 30pm. © 
Ticket rtionwtnn supplied by Society 
ol London Theatre Avallablty at thna 
ot going to press; check boa rNHce- 


(01426915353) Kensington (01426 
S14666) Swiss Cottage (01426914008) 
Ritry (0171-737 2121} 

♦ MURDBi IN THE FIRST (15): 

Rashy but absorbing Akrarraz drama, 
wen Kewi B»xin. Christian Slater and 
Gary Oldman. Dreaor. Marc Rocco 
MGMs: FiAiam Road (0171 370 
2636) HaymaiM (0171-8391527) 
Odeon Swiss Cottage (01426 
914086) UCI WMefeys©(0171-792 
3332) Warner© (0171-437 4343) 

♦ THE SANTA CLAUSE (U): Divorced 
dad becomes ihe new Santa. Bioad 
(amiy comedy wth a human face, 
teaming Tim Allen 

MGM Chases (0171 3525096) 
OdeonK Kensington (01426914666) 
Swiss Cottage (01426 914098) West 
End (01426 91SS741 UCI WWteteys© 
(0171-792 3332) 

♦ THE SWAN PRINCESS (U):WcarU 
threatens vreddng of Pnnce Derek and 
Princess Odette. Bland animated laky 
tale. Director. Richard Rich. 

MGM Trocadera© (0171-434 0031) 
UCI WWteieys © (0171-782 3332) 

♦ THREE WISHES (PG) Hot» 
spreads wisdom n the Amencan 
aububs. Dewding romarhe fantasy, 
with Patnck SweyTe and Mary EJaabetti 
MBStrarucno 

MOM ItocadnoB 0171-434 0031) 
Warner© (Q171-437 4343) 

UNSTRUNG HEROES (PG); Diane 
Keeton tftecte thrs aocuetni haeit- 
warmer dbout a boy's chaimed kfe with 
crazy relatives. With Nalhan Win, Andie 
MacOcwreK and John Tutwrej 
MGM Tottenham Court Road (0171 
636 6148) Nottfng Ml Coronet© 
(0171-727 8705) Rttsy (0171-737 2121) 
Sereen/W © (017i-«35 3386) 


Six characters in 
search of roots 

O n learning that these tales ' TalesFfomHome 
are told by a group who caD . 

themselves the BeshtTellers Tncycle, Kilbum 

you may think, as I once - : 


O n learning that these tales 
are told by a group who call 
themselves the Besht Tellers 
you may think, as I once 
did, that they will be dressed in black, 
probably look haggard from a lifetime 
of Talmudic study, and rely upon the 
expressive qualities of the human voice 
to breathe new life into the riches of 
Jewish folklore. 

I am embarrassed at the distance my 
assumptions stood from the truth. For 
a start, the six performers and two 
musicians wear white, with pinkish- 
brown sashes around the waist, so that 
they look like cheerful students at some 
oriental school of unarmed combat 
For seconds. Robbie Gringras (co- 
founder of the Tellers) and Saul Jaffe 
are indeed Jewish, but Brendan Flem¬ 
ing and Lisa Marks have Irish parents, 
Charlie Folorunsho’s are Nigerian and 
Carol Russell’S Jamaican. 

And not only with their voices but 
with song, dance, movement clapping 
hands and graceful dispositions of 
their bodies do the six convey die 
feeling of exile that is the theme 
running through this programme of 
tales. 

Whether this theme preceded or 
followed the choice of performers I do 
not know, but many Irish and Afro- 
Caribbeans live, like the Jews, far from 
their ancestral homeland, and experi¬ 
ence a tug of something like war 
between preserving what they have 
inherited and letting themselves be 
absorbed ipto the majority around 
them. 

So the Jewish. African and Irish tales 
here chosen and adapted by Gringas 
and the director. Rebecca Wolman. all 
have either the nature of identity or the 


need for fellowship as their kernel. 

Ihe musicians and their array of 
instruments sit at one side of a stage 
that is backed by a sheet of canvas tike 
a trampoline on its edge. Ihe very first 
tale establishes the tone, a Jewish 
parable about the raven that tried to 
walk as daintily as a dove, and when it 
gave up the attempt found it had 
forgotten its own walk and could only 
hop. Moral: stay yourself. 

Perhaps this sounds a bit dry and 
didactic? Not as foe company perform 
it, curving their arms for birds in flight, 
walking with dove-like precision or a 
ravenish hobble. In turn the perform¬ 
ers became human beings, crafty 
spiders, stupid tigers. lovesick fairy- 
folk. Polish rabbis forever combing 
their long beards, and. astonishingly, a 
kitchen stove. 

Adam Benjamin is foe company's 
movement director, and there is a 
piercing beauty in the fell of Prince 
Gas sire’s sons in battle, not because 
death is graceful but because the event 
is already becoming foe -poetic tale 
their father will make of iL Often 
pithily funny, the stories are told with a 
simple directness I found most appeal¬ 
ing. Wolman’s direction balances one 
figure against a crowd to heart- 
catching effect in foe tale, of another 
prince, exiled for so long that be has 
ceased to call his birthplace home and, 
when offered any gift he cares to name, 
asks only for a warmer coat 

Jeremy Kingston 



Carol Russell and Charlie Folorunsho, two of the six performers who 
use song, dance, movement and hands to convey a theme of exile 


A aaaw. Was that foe 
sound of a panto audi¬ 
ence sympathising en 
masse with the wretched Alad¬ 
din? I couldn’t swear to it. 
being myself overwhelmed by 
violent inward groaning. This 
feebly scripted, lavishly tacky 
production is sub-trash 
showbiz. How fining that 
Aladdin (balding principal 
boy Karl Howman) should, as 
the Emperor of Peking's 
daughter passes, be lying 
sprawled beneath a load of old 
rubbish, apparently laid out 
by a wheelie bin. 

Poor “star" performances by 
television “personalities" litter 


Genie of the limp 


the evening. “I have my good 
points." insists Amanda 
“GMTV" Redington’s Genie of 
the Ring, shoving her spangly 
pseudo-Arabian bra in foe 
face of Abanazar. her miser¬ 
able master (director and vil¬ 
lain Derek Griffiths). This is. 
one can only presume, foe 
Genie’s idea of tit for tat 
Meanwhile, the Emperor’s 
subjects are in cultural confu¬ 
sion. jiving outside his palace 
in outfits from some oriental 


Aladdin 

Wimbledon 


Sherwood Forest Other high¬ 
lights? Ah yes. Trojan the telly 
Gladiator, embodying the Ge¬ 
nie of the Lamp, crosses and 
uncrosses his arms very con¬ 
vincingly. several times. 

The general din is unrelent¬ 
ing. The live band are doing 
their best such as it is. to 


drown out the characters, not 
least Allan “Copycats" Stew* 
art’s tediously chirpy Wishee 
Washee, who seems to believe 
that pumping up foe volume 
on his weak jokes will make us 
howl with laughter. His moth¬ 
er. Widow Twankey, shotild 
take him to foe cleaners. 
Regrettably Danny La Rue’s 
Dame, although lovably outre 
with splendidly loud frocks, 
seemed a tad faded in wit 
Griffiths does lets rip with one 


terrific jazz number while 
comically getting on down, but 
is hardly well wicked 
throughout. 

This pantomime is spon¬ 
sored by Cadbury's. A handful 
of small children’, alter some 
onstage humiliation, are 
packed off with plastic bags of 
chocolates with the brand 
name slapped on in large 
letters. Fridng’s policemen are 
suspiciously ^ - uniformed in 
purple. The set is spattered in 
the same hue. with spots to 
match in foe rig. Sickening 
stuff 

Kate Bassett 


A Grimm prospect that goes on for ever 


IN WHAT was once the 
council chamber in Battersea 
Town Hall, a company called 
Hysterica Passio has mounted 
a misleadingly titled show 
which, at two and a half 
hours, is certainly an hour too 
long, possibly two, Jeremy 
Kingston writes. 

The princess who runs out 
of her father's kingdom, 
because he wants to marry 
her, does indeed end up sleep¬ 
ing in front of a kitchen fire in 
the kingdom next door, where 
one of the other scullery maids 


calls her Cinderella. Nobody 
else gives her a name, though 
wicked Queen Belinda calls 
her a witch, and with good 
reason, because every time foe 
princess screams, something 
paranormal occurs. The 
queen’s blonde wig flies off. or 
a tiresome character who 
thinks he is a chicken starts to 
think he is human for long 
enough to reveal something 
that begins to uncomplicate 
the tangled but illogical plot 
Author Peter Oswald has 
conflated several Grimm tales 


Cinderella and 
the Coat of Skins 

BAC, Battersea 


and turned them into blank 
verse. This is not yet a capital 
offence but while “Each day 
his hopes rise lower" has a 
freshness to it he appears 
unable to compress the nature 
of a character into a few 
tellingly brief phrases. He 
indulges in protracted rhetoric 


for the king and queen, and 
for the dimmish princess too. 
without managing to make 
the language work on our 
emotions. Nor is there much 
humour: Caroline Nichols’s 
Belinda does the eye-rolling 
Demon Queen palaver, but 
there is not much fun to it 
Where theatregoers will be 
misled is to suppose that foe 
word Cinderella in foe title 
indicates panto, which it does 
not remotely. What is sadden¬ 
ing is that once or twice James 
Menzies-Kitchin brings a pic¬ 


torial dash to his direction, so 
that when he turns the court¬ 
iers into baying hounds, the 
story actually becomes excit¬ 
ing. The dark blue, galleried 
set (designed by Julie Nelson) 
is suitably sinister and pro¬ 
vides something interesting to 
look aL As foe evening winds 
on. through kitchen politics, 
pity for dead animals, declara¬ 
tions of war and peace, and 
baffling appearances from a 
dead queen, visual interest 
keeps the eyes open. For 
minutes at a stretch. 


ENTERTAINMENTS 



AN EXhCfTlON of Framed Partings 
Fram £300 ter Cfttotmaa GBe. Ends 
Sal 1pm. Roy Mtos Gatoy. 29 
Bmtan a. m 0171-405 4747 


Royal Academy of Alla, ffecadfy, 
Wi 166 daly. Recoded rfo 
0171-439 4996/7 Advene BocHng 
01/1-494 5675. AHTCA: 
THE ART OF A CONONENT. 


FETROSPECIIVE 


DANCE 


SADLBTS WELLS 01717136000 
LOGON COY BALLET 


.won lariaiiw 


UnBJanfi 

Mon-Set 7-3^ hU9 27,29,30 


MASrewCOT WM St Joural 

SUNSET 




Wtenar of 7 Tony Awards 

tacfcuMig 

BEST MUSICAL 

Storing 


W-fl CREOIT CARD B00KNGS 
CALL 017t 344(055 (Stales) 
GRP B00KNG 413 3302 (bhg fee) 
No boaUng fee tor Adeffdi 
Bo*. Office Crifera 

Recoded (tarnation 0171379 8884 
McrvSet 7.45 Men Thur&Sal 300 


ALBERT BO 01713891730 
cc 0171344 4444 (no bkg fee) 
Grp 0171 4133311 

“FIVE STAR SHOW 

JifiESSTBLE" D£xp 

FIVE GUYS 


COLISEUM 01718328300(24)*) 


Toni 730 TU1ANDOT 
Toner 230 & 730 
LA BELLE VtVETTE 


ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 0171304 
4000 tor Bn 0(! & Stody v#a 
Tldtefe Mfafab on fcc «fej 
Tha Royal Optra 
Toni, Wed 730 AHA 

nw Royal BNtot 

Today 1200 (frit Farinnanoe) 
PETER AND THE WOLF/ 
TALES OF BEATRK POTTER 
Tom 100 & 600. Rtf 200 & 700 
LES PATWEURS/-TALES OF 
BEATRIX 


ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 071960 
4242 

B4CUSH NATIONAL BN1ET 

THE NUTCRACKER 

UnaBJanuBy 

SWAN LAKE 

0-i 


APOLLO VICTORIA OC 0171416 
0055 ocMra 01713444444^71430 
0000 Ope 01714166075/413 3321 

Att&w* Uoyd Webber's 
New production Of 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 


DELIGHT OalyMaj 
WNfe hnudde nre 18A6 dely 
Tue & Sal 1560 Ticferta from £1230 


EXTRA MAT 28 DEC AT 3»A 


APOLLO 494 506^344 4444/420 
0000 Ever B, Mate Thu 3,5 & B.15 




rm—LUE BOA cc 0171 494 
5054 cc (no tee) 3121932/344 

4444 Grps 413 3321/ 312 WOf 
4945454 



ALDWYCH ec 01714166003 
01714200000 (no fee) 
Engs 7 30, Mtts Wad & Sat 30 


MARGARET TYZACK 
PAUL BHATTACtWUS 

INDIAN INK 

“TOM STOPPARM TRWWH 
-A BEAUTIFUL AW) FUNNY 
HREBALLOFAPIAY70 
aXIAMNATE TOE WEST EWT 
Today. Dtiecfed by PETER WOOD 
LAST 3 WEEKS BOS JAM S 


AM B AS S ADORS 
036 6111/420 0KXV3M 4444 
FnftmPratrfy 

TRAINSPOTTING 

Aandwvng play tarn 
tore Webb’s nori 
Ta w fcf i y ftitny Gtanjton 
Mcnfr) te 8 Sat 55 &3D Wdd hU at 5 


DOWMQN TMeaChea 0171410 
6060/01710000 (trig tee) Grp* 
0171416 6075/413 3321/42002EO 


[tW&IH: 


Storing SHANE ROBE 
and SAMANTHA JANUS 
“fteat, (wIoub A fun, flan, ftBL” 
DtfyMnw 

&m730, tfete Ufed&SatSpn 

TICKETS AVAILABLE - APPLY 
DALY TO BOX OFFICE 


SS oc (Bhg tea) 24hr 7 days 0171 AM 
S00CV3M 444^4200000 Grpa 464 
5454/4133311/3120000 

MISS SAIGON 

-ns CLASS© LOVE STORY 


Ewa 745 Mala Wad & Sal 3pm 
Extra Mernrw 2B Dec at 3pm 
No paricmanca Mon 25 Dec 

Goad eaafe ami far Wad Mai 


FORTUNE Cw.Gdn 0171836 2238 

‘One of tbe Itoeet ptofommaa 
ontitoWaatEndstaga'YAtarsOn 
MARE 

"A breath of fraelt ah" Times 



HER MAJESTY'S 2»hr 494 5400 NEW LONDON Oruy Lme WC2 BO 

(bkg tee) CC 344 4444/420 0000 (biff) 0171405 0072 CC 0171404 4079 24hr 
tee) &pa 494 5*54/413 3311/330 6123 01713444444/4200000 

ANDREW LLOYD wraasrs Qrps 01714133311/8306123 
AWARD WMMGMU9CAL T>€ AJOEW LLOYD *HBBV 

THE PHANTOM OF taamnwffiim 


PfCCADBJLY 01713691/34 
cc2*» 344 4444. 

Grp* 3121370/413 3321 


QUEENS BQ/CC (£1 bkg tee) 
0171494 5040/344 4444 
MavTbufy(n,Frf&45pn 
Sat 23 Dec 6pm only no part Dec 25 

LILY SAVA® 


THE OPERA 

□tosefed by HAROLD PMNCE 




DUCTESS CC 0171 494 5070 CC 344 
4444 pio t*c fc»V8* 3420 (bhg fee) 
0171-413 3321 Ewefcm, YW irto 3, 
Set 5 4830 No Pert 25 Dee 
"ABAUCTCCbEDfY-ESW 
NOW M tTS MB YEAR 

DON’T DRKS 
FOR DINNER 


COMEDY B3&cc01713891731 

cc 01714Z)00QQ (no Hq fee) 

ZOEWANAMAKERin 
THE GLASS MENAGERIE 

by TBSCSES WILUAMS 
taefed by San Mandat 
Ew 7.30 kfata Set SOD 

lATSSEASCN 
Extra Melt 28 OecE 4 Jon M 3 an 
No ftefs 25,26 Dec 41 Jan 


CWTBBON 3581747/400 0000/ 
3444444 

JONATHAN HARVEY'S NEW 
COflEDYMT 

RUPERT STREET 

LONELY HEARTS CLUB 
"flttaSy lunny_br«farajy 
coolCDMBj 
Tu»Sat 8, Sai 4. Sun 3 & ? 

iT3*r* 


DUKE OF YORK* 0171836 
5122/9837 cc 420 000ty34« 

4444 (24 Ns, no tea) 

ROYAL COURT CLA8SU8 
Heray Goodman AbtogCSiAwn 
Frad Reason Tm Potto 

HYSTERIA 

Tory Johnson's “CUSTARD PE OP 
GQMIC BRUJANCr tkm OM 
Baa Corady OMer Arart 
FCRfiWffltSOLY 
Eras 730, Mai 3c4 3pn 
[to Pari on Man 26 Dec 


FORTUNE B0 SCC 0171 836 
2230/01713120033 

DAYS NtOPEB 

SURIE HAVEL 

8usen Wi 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted by Stephen Mtotnn 
“A iw) M B* bonof" STinea 
NOWHnSTTOYEAR 
KfevSat Bpn Mats Tura 3pm Sat 4pn 
ExmlMDac20al3an 


OARMCK 0171494 5065/ 
01713121980 (po hfcg tea) 


JBPtteattoy'a 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

"THRILLWeUMJST BE SEBT 
DJM 

"ONE OF THE MOST 
MTOSOCKTSm, THEATTOCAU.Y 


OPTHEIBSOaPES 
“TWO HOURS OF 
BCTHRAUJNQ. VISUALLY 




McraFri 7,45,50)5.0046.15. 
Wed rate 253 
&*arreSDecSaZX 


OHAJDShMiiiytoriiR 
01714945530 (no UgM 
trOin 3U 4444 (mtos tee) 
Goupa 0171404 5454 

julia McKenzie 
COMMUNICATING 
DOORS 

by ALAN AYCKBOURN 
“AlfiCDRAMKtiCQOMBft 
DflUfflWMHmiYRWi' 
AM) GS4UWELY SCAHT D.TN 
"teft tea Budtenee to un H0ARK3 
WTH LAUGHTER AMD l£OT«3 
F0RWAR0 M ffiCHT Mapnfert 
Eves 730 Mate *tod 4 Sal 300 
to M b— ngeMongDra 


HAYMARXET33O60DQ 
oc 344 4444/420 0000 {bkg tea) 
THE PEia H4U. COMPANY 
ALAN BATES GEMMA JONES 
totertTma 'manMoialadn 

THE MAS1ER BUILDER 

ftter HbPs toe new itatRgUTte 
tof to be tiBssod on any aceouM' 
STim. 

ONLY 3 MORE WEEKS! 




LONDON PALLADIUM BC/CC 
0171484 5020/344 4444 p IW sera 
dig) GO 0000 &ps 01714200200 
JMUALE 

RETURNS TO TVC WEST BID 


EVBlTDMyMM 

OLIVER! 

2ND SPECTACULAR YEAR 


YOU CANT ASK FOR MORE? 
&T«m 


Evw 730 MRS Wad & SB 230 
Extra tot Tbur 20 Dae te 233 
No Parta n anc e Mon 25 Dec 
SOME GOOD SEATS AVAL 




LYWC Shafto Ana BO/cc 01714M 
5550 CC 0171344 4444 (no bhg fBfl) 


and Fra*'nwiHOfi 

HOBSON'S CH0KS 

byHBdd&ttxxaB 

HMMFlCBir-n Mtog tot 
brine MftitaMito'O.Tel 
TranA Hi— * a dafctou^r plquafi 
ravtoftaAOBJOKrad 
Eves 730 Maa Thu&Ste 100 
toParfanteca Mon 25 Dae 
EXTBOSITD3FB 


NATIONAL TOEA1HE BO 01718ZB 
22»Grpa 0171820 074lMv 
cc bkg fee 0171420 0000 
OUWBt TmlT.IS AUTTIE 
NK3HT MUSIC toaic&ffiricB by 
Stephan Sontahn. bode by togft 

LYTTLETON Toni 730 WU 
DATS John OKaafla 
C0TTE&0E Toil 730 CYRANO 
Btexw Rateand, adapted by Ja8nder 
Vtenra. randarad into varaa by Ranpt 
__M 


CATS 

Eves 7.46 Mate Tub & Sal 100 
Extra tote 27,20 Dec at 3pm 
No tot 26 Dec 
No Performance Mon 25 Dec 
LA1EC0I6Q NOT ADMITTED 
WHLEAUDnURUfSN 
MOTION, PLEASE BE PROIffT. 
Bara open af&4S 

uMnra Na of seats aval 




OLD VJC 0T71 S2B06S5/312 8334 

The Royal NaSoaal Tbaatea’a 

THE WIND IN 
THE WILLOWS 

“AN ABSOLUTE WWERTtne 
CM 

MATCHLESS 


UTTBO.Y ENCHANT»K1_A 
SMALL MAffUIHLrrtlaly Mai 
-A WONDBVU. E VPHOT .T 
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■ POP I 

From Blur to 
the repackaged 
Beatles: 1995 
was an annus 
mirabilis for 
British bands 



■ POP2 

Emmylou Harris 
digs deep into 
her emotions, 
but eschews her 
country roots, in 
Wrecking Ball 


THE 




ART: 



■ POP3 

... while on 
Father <3 Son 
two generations 
of Leverts join 
in a medley of 
smooth soul ballads 



■ POP 4 

... and there 
is one last 
surprise in *95: 
the bewigged 
Mike Flowers may 
top the chart 



Master I David Sinclair on a year of resurgent British pop, now ending with the cheese course 

of the 
manic 

Pulp 

Brixton Academy 

ROUNDING off a year in 
which Jarvis Cocker has be¬ 
come a household name. Pulp 
were in ebullient form at the 
first of two shows at Brixton 
Academy, writes David Sin¬ 
clair. “It’s nearly Christmas 
time and this is our Christmas 
present to you." Cocker pro¬ 
claimed in one of the many 
deadpan little monologues 
which he reeled off by way of 
introduction to the songs. 

Unlike so many of their 
Britpop peers. Pulp made a 
supreme effort to entertain 
their audience. They opened 
with Do You Remember The 
First Time?, an energetic burst 
of dancefloor pop that was 
accompanied by a migraine- 
indudng barrage of flashing 
pink tights. If the back of the 
stage, which was decorated by 
panels of circular lights, 
looked a bit like a giant op-art 

pinball machine, then Cocker Blur at the 1995 Brit Awards—“Britpop as an idea is not valid," Damon Albam says. “It’s to do with growing up. My ability to write chirpy tunes is fading” 
was the ball in play. A spindly * * J kj c 

bundle of nervous energy, he W w y“J| . ^ -g 

all What s the story? Glory 

sers and jacket 
Climbing a bank of steps 

during Pencil Skirt, he made "W" t will be remembered as the year This success was significant because Mum and Dad recognising Jarvis Moris sene won a better reception, but 
the first of many forays on to a ’ I that produced a good, old-fash- for many years British bands, like our [Cocker, of Pulp]. Where’s the edge?" as far as wilful women singers went, 

balcony section of die stage I ioned battle of the bands. Yes. the sportsmen, seemed to have lost the will thundered the fortysomething editor of nothing the Americans could offer 

populated by life-sized card- Beaties and the Rolling Stones to compete at the highest level. Bono Far magazine. Blur’s Damon Albam came close to matching the neurotic 
board cut-outs of the group, both released “new" albums within was more keenly aware of this than was reluctantly forced to agree, squawk of Bjork or the lupine howl of 

Later, when it was time to seven days of each other. Actually, this most, being the singer in the last "Britpop as an idea is no longer valid,” our own PJ. Harvey, 

introduce the members of the curious irony escaped the attention of internationally recognised supergroup he told The Big Issue. “It’s to do with The trip-hop brigade justifiably 

band, he introduced the cut- most commentators, and in any case to emerge from the British Isles. “What growing up. My ability to write chirpy basked in the glow of their wondrous 

outs instead, pausing to con- the Beaties bandwagon was moving was wrong in the 1980s is that you were tunes is fading.” records — Portis head's Dummy won 

duct an interview with himself with such momentum that nothing hung for such ambitions." he told The This was rather like seeing Kurt the Mercury Music Prize, while 

rso. you come from a proper short of a Robson & Jerome record Guardian's Robin _ Cobain a couple of Tricky’s Maxinquave swept the year- 

northern working-class back- could hope to compete. The Stones did, Denselow. “The years ago in his end lists - but like so many studio- 

ground then, do you?"). however, lay claim to the entire top ten whole indie move- £ TTlP TTlOSt “Grunge is Dead" T- based dance acts, they proved 

Mysterious, camp, funny, concert grosses in the world during ment kneecapped ^ ° L shirt confirmation of unconvincing as live performers. And 

sarcastic and strangely sexy. 1995. according to figures published in rock’nYoU. 1 just hope -r . r the inevitable from with no new candidates emerging to 

Cocker was effortlessly doiqi- Music Monitor, for various gigs on Blur and Oasis go all VlUIdJU LTUp OI the man at the top. expand the genre or push it forward, 

nant while the other five their historic Voodoo Lounge tour the way. take on the . For a reminder of that whole spooky, pop-noir trip also 

members of the group stared (No II was R.E.M. at Milton Keynes). world and win." T16W ciCtS S1TIC6 how musical move- seems to be running out of steam, 

at their fingers throughout — . It was an odd fact that these antique With their trium- ments come and go. So what now? Naturally, the nation 

an ironic lack of stage pres- groups were able to flourish in a year phant shows at Mile j-U p i OAHc 9 you only had to check waits with bated breath to see whether 

ence considering they all con- that will go down as a commercial and End Stadium and lllC 17UUD ✓ the fortunes in Britain the “cheesy" version of Wonderwail by 

tribute equally to the creative watershed in British pop, a Earls Court respec- ' this year of those the Mike Flowers Pops Orchestra can 

songwriting process, unlike period that has produced the most lively. Blur and Oasis American acts associ- dislodge Michael Jackson’s Earth 

Blur and Oasis which are both vibrant and successful crop of new looked set to do just that Pulp scored a ated with the grunge revolution and its Song to become the Christmas No 1. If 

run as one-man songwriting British acts since, well, the 1960s. resounding succession of hits, inriud- “new punk" aftermath. Apart from the so. it will be poetic recompense for Noel 

dictatorships. Blur won the “real" battle of the ing Common People, one of the key Nirvana offshoot. Foe Fighters — who Gallagher, who wroie the song, given 

A brilliantly-paced set built bands when their single Country anthems of the 1990s, while Supergrass won accolades for their self-titled debut that Oasis's original version was held 

to a climax with Babies, Disco House beat the Oasis song Roll With it and Black Grape both notched up No I album and nearly caused a riot when off the top of the chart by those 

2000 and Mis-Shapes. after to the No 1 slot in August But Oasis successes with exuberant debut al- they played at the Reading Festival — ubiquitous, easy-listening troupers, 

which they disappeared with a won the war. With a tally of 1.4 million bums that made the business of none of them got a look in. Green Day, Robson & Jerome, 

cheerful “Goodnight. God copies sold, their second LP. (What’s creating great music sound as easy and Live. Offspring. Smashing Pumpkins. But whether or not the “cheesy" 

bless" from Cocker. This was The Story) Morning Glory?, was, until natural as falling out of bed. Alice in Chains, even the Red Hot Chili sound really does become established 

a bit of a cheat, seeing as they this week, the biggest selling album of But as the year drew to a dose, with Peppers were al I conspicuously unable in 1996. or John Lennon is discovered 

hadn’t played Common the year, although Robson & Jerome British record sales at an all-time high, to duplicate their American chart alive and well and living in Harlesden. 

People, but they reappeared will have scuppered them, as well as the first rumblings of the inevitable success over here. or Jimmy Nail joins Oasis, the experi- 

after a lengthy wait for the the Beatles, before the tills stop ringing Britpop backlash were already under Garbage, featuring the Scottish sing- ence of 1995 suggests no early escape 

inevitable encore. on New Year’s Eve. way. “There’S a downside to your er Shirley Manson. and Aianis from Robson & Jerome. 


From Oasis, a 
golden syrup 

Warning: don’t view Mike Flowers's 
Wonderwail as mere easy-listening 
Yuletide No 1 fun. He means it, man 


I t will be remembered as the year 
that produced a good, old-fash¬ 
ioned battle of the bands. Yes. the 
Beaties and the Rolling Stones 
both released “new" albums within 
seven days of each other. Actually, this 
curious irony escaped the attention of 
most commentators, and in any case 
the Beaties bandwagon was moving 
with such momentum that nothing 
short of a Robson & Jerome record 
could hope to compete. The Stones did. 
however, lay claim to the entire top ten 
concert grosses in the world during 
1995. according to figures published in 
Music Monitor, for various gigs on 
their historic Voodoo Lounge tour 
(No 11 was R.E.M. al Milton Keynes). 

It was an odd fact that these antique 
groups were able to flourish in a year 
that will go down as a commercial and 
creative watershed in British pop, a 
period that has produced the most 
vibrant and successful crop of new 
British acts since, well, the 1960s. 

Blur won the “real" battle of the 
bands when their single Country 
House beat the Oasis song Roll With it 
to the No 1 slot in August But Oasis 
won the war. With a tally of 1.4 million 
copies sold, their second LP. (What's 
The Story) Morning Glory?, was, until 
this week, the biggest selling album of 
the year, although Robson & Jerome 
will have scuppered them, as well as 
the Beatles, before the tills stop ringing 
on New Year’s Eve. 


This success was significant because 
for many years British bands, like our 
sportsmen, seemed to have lost the will 
to compete at the highest level. Bono 
was more keenly aware of this than 
most, being the singer in the last 
internationally recognised supergroup 
to emerge from the British Isles. “What 
was wrong in the 1980s is that you were 
hung for such ambitions." he told The 

Guardian's Robin _ 

Denselow. "The 

whole indie move- £ Thf 

ment kneecapped 

rock’mroU. I just hope _ 

Blur and Oasis go all VI uTt&Yl I 

the way. take on the 

world and win." TICW 3.C 

With their trium- 
phant shows at Mile fhp 11 

End Stadium and LHC 1. 

Earls Court respec- 
lively. Blur and Oasis 
looked set to do just that Pulp scored a 
resounding succession cf hits, includ¬ 
ing Common People, one of the key 
anthems of the 1990s, while Supergrass 
and Black Grape both notched up No I 
successes with exuberant debut al¬ 
bums that made the business of 
creating great music sound as easy and 
natural as falling out of bed. 

But as the year drew to a dose, with 
British record sales at an all-time high, 
the first rumblings of the inevitable 
Britpop backlash were already under 
way. “There’S a downside to your 


6 The most 
vibrant crop of 
new acts since 
the 1960s 9 


Mum and Dad recognising Jarvis 
[Cocker, of Pulp]. Where’S the edge?" 
thundered the fortysomething editor of 
Vox magazine. Blur's Damon Albam 
was reluctantly forced to agree. 
“Britpop as an idea is no longer valid.” 
he told The Big Issue. “It's to do with 
growing up. My ability to write chirpy 
tunes is fading." 

This was rather like seeing Kun 

_ Cobain a couple of 

years ago in his 
mn^t “Grunge is Dead" T- 

° L shirt confirmation of 

m r the inevitable from 
LlUp OI the man at the top. 

. For a reminder of 

s since how musical move¬ 

ments come and go. 
SO 5 ^ you only had to check 

J'-'O J the fortunes in Britain 

this year of those 
American acts associ¬ 
ated with the grunge revolution and its 
“new punk" aftermath. A pan from the 
Nirvana offshoot. Few Fighters — who 
won accolades for their self-titled debut 
album and nearly caused a riot when 
they played at the Reading Festival — 
none of them got a look in. Green Day, 
live. Offspring. Smashing Pumpkins. 
Alice in Chains, even the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers were all conspicuously unable 
to duplicate their American chart 
success over here. 

Garbage, featuring the Scottish sing¬ 
er Shirley Manson. and Aianis 


Morisserte won a better reception, but 
as far as wilful women singers went, 
nothing the Americans could offer 
came close to matching the neurotic 
squawk of Bjork or the lupine howl of 
our own PJ. Harvey. 

The trip-hop brigade justifiably 
basked in the glow of their wondrous 
records — Portis head's Dummy won 
the Mercury Music Prize, ' while 
Tricky’s Maxinquave swept the year- 
end lists — but like so many studio- 
based dance acts, they proved 
unconvincing as live performers. And 
with no new candidates emerging to 
expand the genre or push it forward, 
that whole spooky, pop-noir trip also 
seems to be running out of steam. 

So what now? Naturally, the nation 
waits with bated breath to see whether 
the “cheesy" version of Wonderwail by 
the Mike Flowers Pops Orchestra can 
dislodge Michael Jackson's Earth 
Song to become the Christmas No 1. If 
so. it will be poetic recompense for Noel 
Gallagher, who wroie the song, given 
that Oasis’s original version was held 
off the top of the chart by those 
ubiquitous, easy-listening troupers. 
Robson & Jerome. 

But whether or not the “cheesy" 
sound really does become established 
in 1996. or John Lennon is discovered 
alive and well and living in Harlesden. 
or Jimmy Nail joins Oasis, the experi¬ 
ence of 1995 suggests no early escape 
from Robson & Jerome. 


T he voice is BBC continu¬ 
ity announcer, circa 
1975. calmly announc¬ 
ing that University Challenge 
will follow shortly, after Na¬ 
tionwide. “This ism rock ‘n’ 
roll, ladies and gentlemen." it 
intones. This is genocide." 

He smiles cheerily, and 
turns neatly on a Cuban heel. 
Then he starts rhumba-ing to 
David Bowie’s suicide-attempt 
anthem. Diamond Dogs. The 
three girl singers, swaying in 
dresses of yellow, pink and 
green, look as if th^ have 
covered themselves in glue 
and rolled around on the 
front-room floor on Christmas 
morning — all empty sweet 
papers, glitter, tin¬ 
sel and bauble ear¬ 
rings. They 
"Oooooh-aaaaah” 
and frisk sedately 
from side to side. 

Then the horn-sec¬ 
tion stands and 
moves together. 

Glenn Miller-style, 
as they start up the 
gentle, lilting brass CAI 
introduction to \yip 
Smells Like Teen 
Spirit. 

This isn’t rock’n’roll, ladies 
and gentlemen, this is the 
Mike Flowers Pops Orchestra. 
And they are probably going 
to be No 1 next week, beating 
the cast of Coronation Street. 
Cliff Richard, Boyzone and the 
scary phenomenon that is 
Robson & Jerome to the covet¬ 
ed Christmas slot What a 
beautiful present to the world, 
which was preparing to go 
into hibernation if two fiction¬ 
al squaddies had popped up 
between the Queen’s speech 
and the Bond movie on the 
Christinas Day Top of the 
Pops. 

It’s the final evidence that 
1995 was the year when the 
pop world went deliriously, 
delightfully mad. There's a wig 
at No 1. 

“Yes, it’s lovely, isnt if?" 
Flowers preens. “It was £2 in a 
charity shop in Wirral. Ir gets 
a bit sweaty sometimes, when 
youYe realty giving it some on 
stage, bur I just pop it in the 
washing machine and it al¬ 
ways turns out all right 
Especially if you put a sheet of 
Bounce m with it Eliminates 
static, you see. That’s a dread¬ 
ful problem with wigs." 

The orchestra has been 
going for some three years 


CAITLIN 

MORAN 


now. Motivated by a love of 
pop music, if only it wasn’t so 
loud, the band has been 
treating the world of 
rock’n'roll as a wilderness to 
be converted into a lovely 
garden, with herbaceous bor¬ 
ders and neat rockeries. They 
are on a mission to tidy up pop 
— so far. Bowie. Nirvana, the 
Rolling Stones and now Oasis 
have been made more palat¬ 
able in live shows that have 
been welcomed feverishly by a 
growing army of fans. At this 
year’s Reading Festival, the 
band played to a packed tent of 
mud-stained urchins seeking 
relief from the ferocious on¬ 
slaught of guitars and drums 
elsewhere on the 
site, and showing 
their appreciation 
for Flowers's sooth¬ 
ing ambience by 
calling him back for 
three encores. 

Such was the ac¬ 
claim that the band 
felt it was time to 
release a debut sin- 
TI N gle — and when 

?ANI they heard Oasis's 

Wonderwail. they 
knew the time had 
come to neaten up the 
Gallaghers' heart-felt wail¬ 
ings. 

“It’s a beautiful song." Flow¬ 
ers says. "It’s just we felt we 
could add a little of our 
inimitable magic to it. Now 
everyone can sing along." The 
irony of it all is that with 
advance sales of more than 
200.000 copies, the M ike Flow¬ 
ers Fops Orchestra s version of 
Wonderwail is far more suc¬ 
cessful than the original. Noel 
Gallagher does not seem to be 
bitter about it “It’s a good 
version, yeah.” he says. “1 
hope it’s a hit Think of the 
publishing royalties well geL" 

The easy-listening scene 
seems to be very ironic, very 
tongue-in-cheek, but Flowers 
means it. 

“We are easy listening.” he 
says. “Very much so. We don’t 
nred to cover all our bases by 
being ironic about it — this is 
what we’re comfortable with: 
what we love. Mike Flowers's 
Pops is the most fan anyone 
can have without taking their 
slippers off.” 

• Wonderwail is released by 
London Records. Mike Flowers 
Pops Orchestra's tour begins on 
Feb 3 at Portsmouth Pyramid 
Centre 


THE TIMES TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS COMPETITION 



Well, hello, Emmylou, goodbye heart 


Two Sony widescreen 
televisions to be won 


xlay The Times, continuing our Twelve 
ays of Christmas competition, brings you 
e chance to win a Sony widescreen 
levision worth £1,000. 

In the traditional carol, on the second day 
Christmas, your true love would have 
nt you two turtle doves, but your 
wjurite newspaper thinks today’s readers 
juld prefer the luxury of a fabulous 
evision and there are two to be won. 

Fhe Sony Super Trinitron KV-28WS1 is 
e television format of the future, offering 
perior viewing. The 16:9 widtscreen also 
presents the natural field of vision for the 
man eye and is therefore more enjoyable 

d relaxing to watch. ._ 

iVfth its vertically flat super Trinitron 
pe. picture quality is excellent and the 
lart zoom mode fills the 1&9 screen with 
xmventional (43) picture without any 
ticeabie distortion. 


It has a fastext with eight-page memory 
and one button tuning capability so it is 
easy to operate while still maintaining 
technical superiority. 

HOWTO ENTER 

Simply identify the following lines from a 
popular Christmas carol. 

In heaVn the belts an ringing 

„ Is riVn with angel singing 

Pray you. dutifully prime 

your Matin chime, ye ringers 

Call our competition hotline below with 

your answer. The line is open until 

midnight tonight The first correct entries 

chosen at random will win. Normal Times 

Newspapers competition rules apply. 


HOTLINE ON 0891 66 55 34 
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EMMYLOU HARRIS 
Wrecking Ball 
(Grapevine GRACD102) 
ALTHOUGH h has not 
turned up on any best-of-the- 
year lists so far, Emmylou 
Harris's album Wrecking Ball 
stands out as one of the most 
courageous and heartfelt re¬ 
leases of 1995. 

With its sparse, spectral yet 
highly electric arrangements 
of songs ranging from Steve 
Earle's profoundly regretful 
Goodbye to Jimi‘ Hendrix’s 
bounteous May This be Love, 
it is an album some distance 
removed from Harris’s coun¬ 
try roots, yet truer than ever to 
the raw emotion at the core of 
her artistry. 

For her British dates last 
month, including a stunning 
performance on Later with 
tools Holland, she was ac¬ 
companied only by the al¬ 
bum’s producer. Daniel 
Lanois. wearing his guitar 
hero cap. and a hard-hitting 
two-man rhythm section. 
“Found I had a thirst that I 
| could not quell/Looking for 
the water from a deeper well." 
she sang and. as on the album, 
the impression of a great 
singer thrown on her mettle in 
strange and exposed terrain 
was palpable. 

BABY BIRD 

Fatherhood 

(Baby Bird Recordings/Vital 
CD3) 

MOST wannabe musicians go 
through a stage of recording 
innumerable home demos. 
The difference with Sheffield- 
based Steven Jones, a man 
with a background in theatre 
who calls himself Baby Bird, 
is that he gets to put them out 
as albums. And despite the 
lack of quality control — both 
technically and artistically — 
on Fatherhood, his third such 
release this year, there i$ 
enough of interest to make it 
more than a mere vanity 
prqject. 


ALBUMS: Neglected it may be, but the latest offering 
from country’s sweetest gift is a classic nonetheless 


His influences are diffuse 
and difficult to peg (John 
Lennon? Lou Reed perhaps), 
“•and what with his voice being 
swathed in DIY echo and 
shored up by cheapo drum 
machine beats, much of it 
sounds like a phantom record¬ 
ing. But there is definitely 
something going on here if 
anyone can be bothered to 
tease it out of the melee. 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
Enter the Hardbag 
(A&M540 457) 

FDR the outsider, entering the 
world of dance music is like 
trying to unravel the secrets of 
a Masonic lodge. While cer¬ 
tain dance styles have become 
established genres in their 
own right (techno, house, jun¬ 
gle), others remain little more 
titan obscure buzzwords 
(electronica. hardfloor, 
digitronica) that could almost 
have been designed specifical¬ 
ly to trip up the 
unknowledgable or the 
unwary: 

Hardbag falls somewhere 
between the two. Essentially a 
“harder" version of handbag 
(the commercial mutation of 
house, so-called because it 
appeals to girls who dance 
around their handbags in 
Mecca ballrooms and the 
like), hardbag has acquired a 


GRAHAM WOOD 



Emmylou Harris emotes beautifully on Wrecking Ball 


status sufficient to warrant its 
own page of reviews in the 
raver’s monthly bible, Muzik 
magazine, and now a double- 
CD compilation. 

Some of the 26 tracks have 
been hits, including Don't You 
Want Me by Felix. Fee Fi Fo 
Fum by Candy Girls and Son 


1 Robson & Jerome.Robson & Jerome (RCA 

2 Made In Heaven.Queen (Partophone 

3 (What’s the Story) Morning Glory?.Oasis (Creation 

4 History...MichaelJackson (Epic 

5 Love Songs.Elton John (Rocket 

6 Different Class....Pulp (Island 

7 Ufa._.....Simply Red (East West 

8 Something to Remember.Madonna (Maverick 

9 The Memoiy of Trees.Enya(WEA) 

10 The Colour of my Love.Celine Dion (Epic) 

CON 


of a Gun by JX. a DJ 
otherwise known as Red Jerry, 
who is the nearest thing to a 
hardbag star. And some of 
them tap into familiar themes, 
such as the hardfloor mix of 
New Order’s classic Blue 
Monday and the Hyperlogic 
track Only Me. which bor¬ 
rows a sample from U2 , s New 
Year’s Day. 

But for the most part Enter 
the Hardbag is a seamless 
and single-minded celebration 
of the beat the whole beat and 
nothing but the beat 

Clocking in at a whopping 
160 minutes, this is music that 
is not designed to be listened 
to in the conventional sense, 
but absorbed as a numbing 
soundtrack to the kind of 
vigorous Saturday night activ¬ 


ities that involve a massive 
release of serotonin. The com¬ 
mitted party-goer will find this 
a good, no-nonsense package, 
but for those who seek more 
than a few scraps of gibberish 
chanted over buzzy synthesiz¬ 
er riffs. Hi-NRG bass lines 
and a relentlessly mechanised 
four-on-the-floor beat, caution 
is advised before purchase. 

GERALD LEVERTS 
EDDIE LEVERT. SR 
Father & Son 

(Eastwest America 7559-61859) 
TWO soul smoothies who 
bridge the generation gap as 
seamlessly as the sky stretches 
to meet the sea, Eddie Levert, 
Sr and Gerald Levert look 
more like brothers than the 
father and son of their album 
title. Eddie was the guiding 
light of 1970s veterans, the 
O’Jays, while Gerald (along 
with his brother Sean) found¬ 
ed the group Levert in the 
1980s and has since enjoyed 
significant success as a solo 
act. 

The love between father and 
his son is celebrated with 
sentimental gusto on a variety 
of songs. “The apple don’t fall 
too far from the tree/Cause 
I’m just like you and you’re 
just like me,” is one of the 
more restrained protestations, 
and on several numbers, such 
as Wind Beneath my Wings . 
the emotional cake is likely to 
prove a little too rich for 
British tastes fT would be 
nothing. Daddy, nothing, zero 
zero, without you"). 

Delivered for the most part 
without any modem rap or 
swingbeat trappings, the al¬ 
bum is a bit overladen with 
slow, simmering ballads. But 
for connoisseurs of fine soul 
singing it does provide heart¬ 
warming evidence of the 
thread of continuity running 
through this venerable 
tradition. 

David Sinclair 
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Seller’s agent owes no duty to purchaser 


McCuliagh v Lane Fox and 
Partners Ltd 

Before Lord Justice Nourse. Lord 
Justice Hob ho use and Sir Chris¬ 
topher Slade 
[Judgment December 19) 

An estate agent acting for the seller 
of a residential property owed no 
duty of care to the purchaser in 
respecr of a negligent mis-state- 
ment that was relied on by the 
purchaser and which caused him 
EnanriaJ loss. 

The purchaser had not been 
reasonably entitled to believe dial 

the estate agent at the time of 
making the statement was assum¬ 
ing responsibility for it and the 
indusioo of a disclaimer of respon¬ 
sibility in the sale particulars had 
pui the matter beyond doubt 
Moreover, the Unfair Contract 
Terms An 1977 did not apply to 
preclude the estate agent from 
relying on the disclaimer. 

The Court of Appeal so hdd in 
reserved judgments upholding, 
but for different reasons, the 
decision of Mr Justice Cblman 
iTfte Trines January- 25.1994) that 
the plaintiff, Mr Edward 
McCullagh. was not entitled to 
recover damages for negligent mis¬ 
statement against the defendants. 
Lone Fox and Partners Ltd. 

Mr Paul Morgan. QC and Mr 
Philip Havers. QC. for the plain¬ 
tiff: Mr Rupert Jackson. QC and 
Mr Richard Lynaeh for Lane Fox. 


relevant measurements. Unfortu¬ 
nately on returning to the office he 
had misread his notes and re¬ 
corded the size of the plot as 0.92 of 
an acre. 

Consequently the property was 
described in the particulars as 
having gardens of "nearly one 
acre”. But those particulars 
included a standard disclaimer 
that “none of the statements con¬ 
tained in these particulars as to 
this property- are to be relied on as 
statements of representations of 
facr. 

The plaintiff and his wife viewed 
the property on May 121990. were 
told by Mr Scott “this site is 0.91 of 
an acre" and they were given a 
copy of the particulars of the 
property. 

On May 14. 1990. the plaintiff 
contracted to purchase the prop¬ 
erty for £875.000. In January 1991 
he issued a writ claiming damages 
of £450.000 suffered by him as a 
result of Lane Fox's negligence. 

The judge accepted that in 
deriding to buy and to exchange 
contracts the plaintiff had relied on 
what he had been told by Mr Scon 
on May 12 He concluded that 
Lane Fhx owed a duty of care to the 
plaintiff in respect of the negligent 
mis-statement but that on the 
evidence the plaintiff had not 
established that he had suffered 
any loss and he dismissed die 
action. 


LORD JUSTICE HOBHOUSE 
said that bl Harrington Road. 
Chiswick, was a Eve-bed roomed 
house standing in grounds of 0.48 
of an acre with frontage to the 
Thames. The owners had in¬ 
structed Lane Fox to act for them in 
selling the property for £850,000. 

Mr Andrew Scon, an assistant 
director, had carried out a site 
inspection and had taken down 


Damages 

The judge's finding was not in 
accordance with the evidencr. The 
plaintiff had proved damages of 
£75.000 and. subject to liability 
was entitled to a judgment for that 
sum. 

Duty of care 

The plaintiff had founded his 
case on Hedlev Byrne 8 Co Ud v 
Heller 8 Partners Ud 01964) AC 
465). the decision that a careless 


Assessing damages 
for sex bias 


Ministry of Defence v 
Wheeler 

Before Mr Justice Kay. Mr A C. 
Btyghton and Mrs R. Chapman 
(Judgment December 8J 
When assessing compensation in 
cases of discrimination on the 
ground of sex by the Ministry of 
Defence against servicewomen 
dismissed what they became preg¬ 
nant. an industrial tribunal should 
subtract whatever earnings an 
applicant received or. acting 
reasonably to mitigate her loss, 
should have received, after her 
discharge, from the amount she 
would have earned had she not 
been dismissed. 

The tribunal should then sub¬ 
tract a percentage assessed by it to 
reflect the chance that had she not 
been dismissed she would have 
remained in the services. That 
approach was to be preferred to 
the alternative put to the ministry 
whereby the percentage was de¬ 
ducted from the potential earnings 
before the actual earnings were 
deducted- 

The Employment Appeal Tri¬ 
bunal so held when considering an 
appeal arising out of awards of 
compensation made by industrial 
tribunals in December 1994 and 
January 1995 after the guidelines 
issued by the appeal tribunal in 
Ministry of Defence v Cannock 
[The Times August 2 1994). 

Mr Richard McManus for the 
ministry: Miss Ingrid Simler for 
Mrs Wheeler. 


MR JUSTICE KAY said that the 
point had been considered in 
another tmreponed decision of the 
appeal tribunal. Ministry of De¬ 


fence v Bristow (July 24.1995). and 
deckled in favour of the argument 
put by die ministry. 

The appeal tribunal in Bristow 
had adopted the approach taken in 
Derwent Coachworks v Kirby 
01995] ICR 48). an unfair dismissal 
case involving the order in which a 
finding of contributory fault and a 
deduction of a payment in lieu of 
notice were to be made. 

It was submilted in the present 
appeals that there was another line 
of authorities not refefered to in 
Bristow which favoured the 
application or the percentage 
duscount at the later rather than 
the earlier stage. 

That line of cases concluded in 
Polkev vA. £. Dayton Services Ud 
QI968J ICR 182) in the House of 
Lords. The submission on behalf of 
the applicants was that the case of 
Derwent Coachworks was not a 
proper analogy for the present 
purposes and that it ought not to 
have been relied on in Bristow. 

The appeal tribunal was mind¬ 
ful of the faa that in Marshall v 
Southampton and South West 
Hampshire Health Authority 
(Teaching) No 2 (fl993) ICR 893. 
932). the Court of Justice of the 
European Communities specifi¬ 
cally stated of compensation for a 
discrininaiory disnissal that it 
must enable the loss actually 
sustained to be made good in full. 

If die law was as submitted by 
the Ministry of Defence it would 
fall short of providing foil 
compensation. The percentage 
should be applied after and not 
before the subtraction of the 
mitigation earnings. 

Solicitors: Treasury Solicitor; 
Fugler & Co. Westminster. 
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chance to win one of 80 holidays for two. plus 10 per cent 
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Today's prize is a nine-day coach tour of south-west 
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misrepresentation causing finan¬ 
cial loss could be actionable as a 
tort The reason why the plaintiffs 
had failed in that case was because 
of the defendants' disclaimer of 
responsibility. 

Thai case established that the 
relevance of the disclaimer was to 
negative one of the essential de¬ 
ments for the existence of the duty 
of care. It negatived the assump¬ 
tion or responsibility for the state¬ 
ment and was part of tire factual 
situation the court had to take into 
account in deciding whether or not 
the defendant owed a duty of care 
to the plaintiff. 

It was dear from more recent 
authorities that Hailey Byrne was 
still the governing authority in 
cases such as the present The 
elements of reasonable 
foreseeability and reliance were 

fundamental, as was the element 

of assumption of responsibility. 

Agency 

An agent owed a duty of care to 
his principal in relation to the 
transaction on which he was 
employed. But, in performing his 
agency, he might put himself in a 
position where he owed a duty of 
care to the person with whom he 
was dealing and be liable to him if 
he made a careless misrepresenta¬ 
tion causing loss, although in 
certain special situations rules 
restricting liability of the agent 
might be superimposed: see Gran 
Celato Ud v Richliffe (Group) Ud 
Q1992] Ch 560) concerning a solici¬ 
tor in a conveyancing transaction. 

No special reasons could be 
applied to an estate agent who 
would not be liable save on a 
Hedley Byrne basis. 

Structure of the transaction 

The application of the principle 
depended on the facts of the case. 
Whether Lane Fox owed a duty of 
care to the plaintiff had to be 


answered tv caking into account 
aB that Mr Scott knew and ought 
reasonably to have known at the 
time he last spoke to the plaintiff 
before the plaintiff finally relied on 
what he had said on May 12. 

Having made a representation, 
the relationship had been estab¬ 
lished and die potential for a duly 
of care continual up to the time 
that the re pres e ntation was finally 
relied on. 

Mr Scott knew, or ought to have 
known, that Us representation 
was Ekriy to be relied on tv the 
plaintiff However he also knew 
that the plaintiff had the particu¬ 
lars which induded the disclaimer. 

The result of that was that the 

element of proximity was neg¬ 
atived. A reasonable person, 
appreciating that the statement 
that he was proposing to rely on 
was a statement contained in the 
particulars would understand that 
because of the disclaimer there 
was no assumption of respon¬ 
sibility by Lane F on. 

Thus the plaintiff was not 
reasonably entitled to believe that 
Lane Fox were assuming respon¬ 
sibility for die relevant statement 
Applying Hedley Bryne, they owed 
him no duty of care in relation to 
its accuracy unless the Unfair 
Contract Terms Act 1977 precluded 
Lane Fox from using the 
disclaimer. 

Unfair Contract Terms Act 1977 

Section 11 made it dear that if it 
would not be fair and reasonable 
to allow Lane Fax to rely on the 
disclaimer, it would have to be 
disregarded with the consequence 
chat they would have to be taken to 
have assumed responsibility for 
the representation and to have 
owed a Hedley Byrne duty of care 
to the plaintiff. 

Here the transaction involved a 


LORD JUSTICE NOURSE, 
agreeing, said that he concurred 
with die view of Sir Christopher 
Slade inclining to the view that no 
breach of duty by Lane FOx to the 
plaintiff would have been estab¬ 
lished even in the absence of the 
disclaimer. 


Solicitors; Deaton Hall; Cam¬ 
eron Maritby Hewitt. 


Board’s reasons for refusal need 
not be exhaustive 


Regina v Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Board, Ex 
parte Cook (Rene Florence) 

Before Lord Justice Beldam. Lord 
Justice Hobhouse and Lord Justice 
Aldous 


{Judgment December 18] 

The Criminal Injuries Compensa¬ 
tion Board, in giving reasons for a 
decision refusing compensation, 
was not required to state every 
material consideration. 

Where the applicant was a 
person of good character and the 
award was refused because of the 
bad character of the deceased, it 
was not necessary to show that 
both factors had been considered 
in deriding what, if any. 
compensation should be awarded. 
It was sufficient for the board to 
state that no award was appro¬ 
priate because of the character of 
the deceased. 

The Court of Appeal so stated in 
dismissing an appeal by Mrs Cook 
against the refusal by Mr Justice 
Ports of her challenge by way of 
judicial review of two decisions of 
the board refusing her compensa¬ 
tion for the rounder of her 
husband. 


Mr Alan Newman, QC and Mr 
Adrian Jack for Mrs Cook: Mr 
Michael Kent for the board. 


LORD JUSTICE ALDOUS said 
that the deceased had a number of 
convictions and on July 31. 1981 
was sentenced to 16 years 
imprisonment for armed robbery. 

He was due for parole in 
December 1990 and had a certain 
amount of freedom but was tech¬ 
nically unlawfully at large when 
he was picked up by a long-time 
girl friend outside Maidstone 
Prison in November \9)Q and 
driven to an address in London 
where she had arranged for him to 


be killed by a serving prisoner on 
home leave, for a fee of £10.000. 
Following the murder both were 
convicted and sentenced to life 
imprisonment. 

It was contended that the board 
had failed to take account of the 
good character of Mrs Cook. 
Alternatively, if itdid. then it failed 
to give an adequate indication that 
ft had and also failed to indicate 
(hat it had considered ordering 
reduced compensation. 

The board was required to give 
reasons for its judgment. The 
reasons given were, in his Lord- 
ship’s view, adequate. They efid not 
refer to the character of the 
applicant and there was no need to 
do so. She was of good character 
and therefore that did not indicate 
refusal of an award. 

In the view of the board the 
character of the deceased was 
sufficient to lead it to the derision ft 
reached. No doubt her character 
was considered as were all the 
relevant facts that were before the 
board. 

Reliance was placed by Mr 
Newman on the judgment of Mr 
Justice Sedley in R v Criminal 
Injuries Compensation Board. Ex 
parte Gambles ()1993] P1QR 314) 
and it was submitted that the 
reasons given showed that the 
board had failed to proceed in the 
three stages which were necessary, 
namely to ask itself: 

(a) Does the character of the 
deceased and the applicant make a 
full award inappropriate? 

(b) If so to what extent does their 
conduct impact on the appropriate¬ 
ness of the award? 

(c) What award, if any. should 
the applicant subsequently 
receive? 

His Lordship considered that 
the reasoning and conclusion 


reached by Mr Justice Sedley in £r 
parte Gambles was wrong. 

A derision that no award was 
appropriate out erf pubDc funds 
was equivalent to deriding that the 
award should be nil The question 
that the board had to ask was the 
equivalent of the third question, 
should the applicant receive an 
award and. if so. what amount? 

It was only if the board came to 
the conclusion that the applicant 
should recover an award that it 
need go on to deride whether it 
should be a full award or some 
other figure. 

It was not incumbent on the 
board, as . suggested by Mr Justice 
Sedley. to demonstrate in its 
reasons that the conclusion had 
been reached by an appropriate 
process of reasoning from the 
facts. ? 

Nor did his Lordship agree that: 
"It is still for the board to establish 
a rational and propo rtionate nexus 
between the con duel of the ap¬ 
plicant before and during (and in 
other cases after) the events, and in 
other cases his character, before 
these can reduce or extinguish the 
award to which he would other¬ 
wise be entitled." 

He was unsure what it was that 
the judge thought should have a 
nexus with the conduct 3nd 
character of the applicant Even so, 
he was dear that the board did not 
have to establish anything. 

Its duty was to consider the 
material circumstances and to 
arrive at a derision as to whether 
there should be an award out of 
public funds and if so, what That 
requ ired jud gment, not a step-by- 
step approach. 

Lord Justice Hobhouse delivered 
a concurring judgment and Lord 
Justice Beldam agreed with both. 

Solicitors: Needteman Knowles; 
Treasury Solicitor. 


Status of automatic 


striking out order 


Angela Mortimer pic pa 
Pathfinder) v Regent Produc¬ 
tions Ltd 


The automatic striking out for 
want of prosecution under Order 
17. rule 11(9) of the County Court 
Rules (SI 1991 No 1687 (120)) of an 
action brought in the county court 
was to be equated with a peremp¬ 
tory order of the court in the sense 
that the striking out precluded 
debate because it was automatic. 

Judge Orde. sitting as a judge of 
the Queen’s Bench Division, so 
held on November 9. when strik¬ 


ing out as an abuse of the process 
of the court that pan of the 
statement of claim of the plaintiff 
against the defendant which was 
identical to a daim brought pre¬ 
viously by the plaintiff against the 
same defendant in the county court 
and which had been struck out for 
want of prosecution under Order 
17. rule 11(9) of the 1991 Rules. 


HIS LORDSHIP said that (here 
was no evidence of contempt of 
court on the plaintiffs part It was 
simply the case that the plaintiff 
and its solicitors bad forgotten 


about the action it had brought in 
the county court, until that action 
was automatically struck out 
The automatic direction under 
Order 17 was an order of the court, 
and a solicitor must be taken to 
know the relevant rule. The solic¬ 
itor's r non-compliance with that 
rule was in his Lordship’s judg¬ 
ment equivalent to non-compli¬ 
ance with an “unless" order, 
namely that unless an application 
was made for a hearing date In the 
county court by a certain date, the 
claim would be struck out. 



sophisticated member of the puhfc 
who had had ample o pp or tun it y to 
regulate his conduct having regard 
to the disclaimer and who would 
have been assumed by an con¬ 
cerned to have had the benefit of 
legal advice before exchanging 
contracts. 

Moreove r, the use of disclaimers 
to insulate estate agents and their 
principals from responsibility for 
representations was ccmmoopface 
and the normal basis ah which 
house sales were carried oaL Thus 
it would not be unfair for Lane R» 
to rdy cd the disclaimer. 


than in contract 


SIR CHRISTOPHER SLADE. 
coreuniBg in tic result said that 
he inclined to the view that on the 
particular no brea c h of doty 
by Lane Fdx to the plaintiff would 
have been established even in. die 
absence of the disclaimers con¬ 
tained in the particulars. Howver. 
they did put die matter beyond 
doubt 

The Property Misdescr ip tion s 
Act 1991 gave protection to the 
public by making estate agenre 
criminally liable for false state¬ 
ments as to specified matters. But 
Pariumera had not thought ft 
necessary to legislate to impose 
rivQ liability on them.. 

Doubtless in sane dream- 
stances dvO liability in tot could 
arise from misrep r esentations 
under the common law. Whether 
or not it would do had to depend cm 
the facts of die particular case. 


Holt and Another v Payne 
SldEngton .{a Firm) and 
Another 

Before Lord Justice Hirst, Lord 
Justice {fern- Gibson and Mr 
Justice Forties 
pudgmenl December iq .. 

Where a duty of care in tortarose 
between toe parties to a contract, 
wider obligations coaid be im- 
‘ posed by the duty of car? in tort 
than those arising undo- the 

contra*? 

The Court of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment when allowing 
an appeal by the second defen¬ 
dants. De Groot finite a firm, 
agamst a judgment of Judge 

Hague, QC. who.-sifting asa judge 

of the Chancery Division, held 
they were liable in negigence to 
the plaintiffs. David Haft and 
Bernard Hoff afWffbenraO Bara, 
Ashow and Sylvan Drive. Cov- 
enny. Warwickshire. 

Mr Ronald Walker, QC and Mr 
Vincent Moran for the second 
defendants; Mr Kim Lewisoo. QC 
and Miss Caroline Shea for. toe 
plaintiffs. 

LORD JUSTICE HIRST, giving 
the judgment of the court, ««that 
in 1989 the plaintiffs. David and 
Bernard Holt wbo were brothers, 
purchased 10 Berkeley Street. 
Mayfair for £5865 million. 

Payne Skfllington. toe first 
driendams. were the solicitors who 
artmtt for them in connection with 
the purchase. The second defen¬ 
dants, DGC were a firm of estate 
agents and surveyors, who also 
arfiarf for toe plaintiffs in connec¬ 
tion with die purchase. 

Completion of the purchase took, 
place on or about August 7, 1989. 
Bya writ issued cm August 15,1990 
toe plaintiffs commenced the 
present p mwwiing t claiming 
Hama gp< nnd other relief against 
Payne Skfljingtan for alleged neg¬ 
ligence in the performance of their 
duties as solicitors during the 
purchase. 

DGC were by amendment 
added as second defendants. The 
claim against them was also for 
damages and other relief arising 
out of alleged negligence in the 
conduct of their duties in relation 
to the purchase. The claims 
against each of the defendants 
were founded on alleged breaches 
of duty in both contract and rort- 
By interlocutory orders made in 
1991 and 1993. issues of liability in 
the proceedings were ordered to be 
tried as preliminary issues. So far 
as concerned DGC. toe prelimi¬ 
nary issue was expressed as: 
"Whether the second defendants 
are liable to the plaintiffs for 
negligence as alleged in ... the 
amended statement of daim.” 

In June 1993. toe preliminary 
issues duly came on trial before toe 
judge. Judgment was given in 
favour of the plaintiffs against both 
defendants. 

The judge found Payne 
SVtiHington to be liable to toe 
plaintiffs in both contract and ton. 
So far as concerned DGC the judge 


rejected the plaintiffs' claims to toe 
extent that they were based on 
alleged breaches of coonacmal 
duty. However, he held that 
DGCS liability to the plaintiffs 
had been established in tort Both 
defendants were ordered to pay. 

- . hn.-lrrflCCfir! 


In such circumstances..t te[<tay . 

of care in tort and toe tottra 


DGC appealed. 

Mr Walker submitted that 

where, as in the present case, there 

was a con tract between toe parties, 
toe duties and responsibilities of 
toe parties in both contract and 
tort were those to be found in the 
express or implied terms of that 
contract 

He contended that toe nature 
and extent of these responsibilities 
were thus limited by toe express 
and implied terms of the contract 
In oifh circumstances there was 
no room for toe imposition of 
further or different responsibilities 
by means of a duty of care in tort 
He retied on toe derision of toe 
privy Council in Toi Hing Cotton 
Mill Ltd v Uu Chong Hing Bank 
Ud ([J966J AC 80,107). 

Mr Lewison submitted tfcatiif 
the assumption of responsibility 
and concomitant reliance which 
founded toe duty of care in tort 
were referable to a wider set of' 

i-inai rtr f«m|8iiinr« than those - 
which gave rise to a concurrent 
ctmtract between toe same parties, 
there was no reason in principle 
Why toe duty of care could not 
impose wider obligations than 
these arising under toe contract. 

As Lord Goff of Chfevdey had 
made dear in Henderson v 
Merrett Syndicates Ltd (0995) 2 
AC 145. 193-194), it would fre¬ 
quently be the case that the 
relevant assumption of respon¬ 
sibility did occur within a contrac¬ 
tual context. That fact did not 
mean it must necessarily do so 
simply because, at some stage 
during toe relevant course of 
dealing betweoi toe parties, they 
chose to enter into some form of 

lYw u r M rr 

A consideration of toe individual 
fade and circumstances of each 
casewould determine whether any 
duly of care in tort winch toe 
general law might impose was of 
wider scope than any contract to 
which toe same parties might 
agree at some stage during toe 
same course of dealing. 

It was important to emphasise 
that toe duty of care in tort was, in 
appropriate circumstances, im¬ 
posed by the general law, whereas 
the contractual obligations re¬ 
sulted from toe common intention 
of Che parties. 

in their Lordships* opinion, 
there was no reason m principle 
why a Medley Byrne type of dwy of 
care (Hedley Byrne 8 Co Ud v 
Heller 8 Partners Ltd (p964j AC 
465)) could not arise in an overall 
set of circumstances where, by 
reference to certain limned aspects 
of those circumstances, the same 
parties entered into a contractual 
relationship involving more lim¬ 
ited obligations than these im¬ 
posed by the duty of care in ton. 


concurrent but hoc ca ataan*. 
The 'difference m scope oc gwcgft 
* jjie two would reflet* toe nwte , 
limited factual basts whic h gave 

risetotoeccniraflandihcafrsera 

of any term in that contractwrapt T 
precluded or restricted the 
duty of care niton. 

Thgirratifatoips agreed wife Mr' 
Lewison* submission that There .; 
was nothing wrong with toe., 
judges conriuskais as to the na- 
ture and extent of DGOs duties in ^ 
contract and tort ... 

The amended scuemamf daim 

■ j i u.. nf 4 -AirvW ' 


care in tort to avoid, in effect - 
causing economic loss, antJ.-the- 

duty ofcare was expressly stated to 
be an alternative to the daim 
based on the rdfeged contractual 

claims. 

The pleadin gs did set out ma- 
lerial fads which, if established by 
the evidence, would support a 
conclusion by toe judge that there- - 
had been toe necessary “assump¬ 
tion of responsibility by. DGC, 
together with concomitant refiance 
by the plaintiffs so as to give rise to 
toe relevant duty of care in tort, 
irrespective of any contract be- 
tweet the parties. 

However, their Lordships did ■ 
not agree with Mr Lewison^ _ 
submission that The judge found 
DGC to be liable in tort on a basis 
which was within the terms of the 
pleaded case. 

Only three breaches of the doty 
of care were alleged. The first wo . 
breaches consisted of an alleged. . 
failure by DGC to take certain 
steps to investigate the planning 
status of toe property adequately. 
The third allegation was to the 
effect that DGC failed to advise the 
plaintiffs to obtain appropriate 
written confirmation of the prop¬ 
erty's authorised or established 
use. 

There was no pleaded allegation 
drat DGC were in breach of the 
duty of care in tort because of the 
giving of intoned advice by DGC 
as to toe planning position relating 
to toe property. 

Their lordships therefore 
agreed with Mr Walker's sub¬ 
missions that 

1 There was no pleaded care 
against DGC involving negligence 
in word by the giving of negligent 
advice, toe Hedley Byrne type of 
duty. 

2 There was no pleaded case in tort 
based on a general failure to advise 
as to the planning position relating 
to the property. 

None of toe instances of advice 
by DGC which could have pos¬ 
sibly founded the judge's conclu¬ 
sion that DGC were liable in tort 
was capable, on toe evidence, erf 
amounting to advice upon which 
either p lain riff had acted to his 
detriment. The judge therefore 
erred in holding that DGC were 
liable to the plaintiffs in tort-.. 

Solicitors: Cameron Markby & 
Hewitt: Dewar Hogan. 


Legal aid does not pay 
indemnity costs 


WflEs v Redbridge Health 
Authority 

Before Lord Justice Beldam. Lord 
Justice Hobhouse and Lord Justice 
Aldous 


[Judgment December 18] 

An unsuccessful defendant was not 
to be ordered to pay costs on an 
indemnity basis to a legally-aided 
plaintiff. 

Provisions in the Supreme Court 
Act 1981. the Legal Aid Act 1988. 
Order 62 of the Rules of toe 
Supreme Court and the Civil Legal 
Aid (General) Regulations (SI 1989 
No 339) precluded the Legal Aid 
Board and assisted parties from 
liability to costs other than on a 
standard basis and it would be a 
wrong exercise of judicial dis¬ 
cretion to order a defendant to pay 
costs on any different basis. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
allowing an appeal by the defen¬ 
dants. Redbridge Health Au¬ 
thority. from a costs order dated 
February 20.1995. made by Judge 
John Baker, sitting as a judge of 
the High Court, that they pay costs 
on an indemnity base to toe 
plaintiff. Danielle Willis, suing by 
ho- mother and next friend, Lynda 
Willis. 


Miss Fiona Neale, who did not 
appear below, for the defendants; 
Mr Philip Havers. QC for the 
plaintiff. 


LORD JUSTICE BELDAM said 
that the defendants had misused 
toe process of toe court by putting 
forward an unsustainable defence. 
An order that they pay costs on an 
indemnity rather than on a stan¬ 
dard basis would not in toe 
arcumstances be inappropriate. 

But the defendants submitted 
that the effect of the statutory 
provisions and regulations made 
thereunder was that nether the 
legal Aid Board nor an assisted 
party could become liable for costs 
to an extent greater than would be 
provided for by taxation on 3 
standard basis. 

Thus. Miss Neale argued, it 
would not be a correct exercise of 
the court's discretion to make the 
defendants pay costs to their 
legally aided opponent 00 an 
indemnity basis. 

Statutory provision for award¬ 
ing costswas made by section 51 of 
the 1961 Art. as amended by the 
Courts and Legal Services Act 
1992. The power to make rules of 
court was in section 84 and the rule 
specifying toe basis of taxation of 
costs was Order 62. rule 12. 

Additionally Miss Neale relied 
on regulation Iff? of toe 1969 
Regulations. The 1988 Act provided 
for paymoit to legal repre¬ 
sentatives for work done by them 
(see sections 31,15 and 16) and fen: 
the making of such regulations as 


were necessary to give effect to the 
Act (section 34(1)). 

The effect of the 1989 Regula¬ 
tions. now amended by the Civfl 
Legal Aid (General) (Amendment) 
Regulations (SI 1994 No 229) was; 

1 An assisted party's repre¬ 
sentatives could only recover pay¬ 
ment for work done under a legal 
aid certificate from the board by 
payments made out of the fund. 

2 The assisted person could only be 
required to pay his legal costs to 
toe extent of his assessed contribu¬ 
tions and any costs Much were 
secured as a charge at the prop¬ 
erty recovered. 

3 The beard’s liability to pay the 
legal advisers was limited to costs 
taxed on a standard basis. 

4 If costs were to be awarded to a 

legally assisted person taxed on an 
indemnity basis they could not be 
awarded as an indemnity, that is. 
to reimburse either the assisted 
party, his legal- representative or 
the board. ' • • 

Thus ft was not a correct exercise 
of a judge's tfiscretion to direct a 
defendant to pay costs on an 
indemnity basis to a plaintiff who 
had been legally aided throughout 
toe proceedings. 

Lord Justice Hobhouse agreed 
and Lord Justice Aldous gave a 
concurring judgment 

Solicitors: Beachcroft Stanleys: 
Field Fisher Waterhouse. 


Trust imposed on survivor of mutual wills after marriage 


Goodchfld v Good child 
Before Mr Justice Camwath 
(Judgment December 13) 

Where a couple made mutual wills 
but after the death of the first 
testator the second testator re¬ 
married, the trust which equity 
imposed to uphold the mutual 
agreement reflected in the wills 
was not destroyed by toe testators 
subsequent remarriage. 

The first testator’s mistaken 
belief thai the terms of identical 
wills, which on the evidence fell 
short of being mutual wills, were 
mutaliy binding, imposed a moral 
obligation on toe second testator 
which, exceptionally, justified a 
daim tty an adult son under the 
Inheritance (Provision for Family 
and Dependants) Art 1975. 

Mr Justice Carnwath so held m 
a reserved judgment in the Chan¬ 
cery Division on a daim brought 
by Gary Jack Goodchild and 
Margot Alison Goodchild against 
Enid June Goodchild seeking a 
declaration that Enid held the 
estate of Dennis Goodchild on 
trusr to give effect to clauses 4 to 8 
of toe respective mutual wills of 
Joan Edith Goodchild and Dennis 
Goodchfld made on February II. 
1988. 

Mr Jeremy Gordon for the 
plaintiffs; Mr J. H. G. Sunnucks 
for the defendant 


MR JUSTICE CARNWATH 
said that Gary Goodchfld was the 


only son of Dennis Goodchild. toe 
testator, and Joan, his first wife. 

In January 1968 Dennis and 
Joan derided to make simulta¬ 
neous wills in similar form in 
favour of Gary. They were advised 
by Mr George, a solicitor. On 
February ll they executed wills in 
identical terms leaving their 
respective estates to Gary after the 
death of the survivor of them. 

Joan died on April 14.1991. On 
August 15, 1992 Dennis, aged 70. 
married Enid, aged 61, as his 
second wife. On November 16. 
Dennis made a new will leaving 
everything to Enid and appointed 
her executrix. On January 1.1993 
Dennis died. 

Section 18 of toe Wills Act 1837 
provided that “a wfl] shall be 
revoked by the testators mar¬ 
riage". Mr Sunnucks submitted 
that having regard to toe dear 
provisions of that section the 
earlier will could not survive the 
later remarriage whatever the 
terms of any agreement made 
between Dennis and his first wife. 

He relied cm In re Maryland 
01939) Ch 820) in which the testator 
and his first wife had entered into a 
deed of separation. The testator 
had at toe same time entered into a 
mil whereby he left half his estate 
for toe benefit of his wife and 
children. 

In the deed he covenanted that 
he would “not revoke toe befone- 
menuoned will or alter the same so 


far as regards toe gift of the half 
share of his estate to his wife and 
children as aforesaid’. Afar the 
death of his first wife he re¬ 
married. 

The Court of Appeal held that 
the covenant against revocation 
did not prevent the revocation of 
the will by operation of law under 
section 18 on his remarriage. Hie 
ratio of that derision was that the 
word “revoke” in the covenant was 
to be confined to “acts of revocation 
performed as such and for that 
purpose", such as under section 20 
of toe 1837 Art. and not as 
extending to the case under section 
18 "where revocation follows as a 
matter of law whether the testator 
wished it or not". 

His Lordship did not find In re 

Maryland conclusive. It turned on 
the construction of the word “re¬ 
voke’'in the deed. 

If the claimed effect erf the 
alleged agreement in the present 
case was to prevent the revocation 
of toe wills as such, then there 
would be some Some in toe 
analogy. However. Mr Gordon 
did not argue for an agreement 
directed to preventing toe revoca¬ 
tion of toe will as such, bur for one 
establishing a trust which bound 
the executors under the new will. 

That approach was consistent 
with recent judgments on the 
subject As Mr Justice Merritt had 
said in/n re Dale fll994] Ch 31.37) 
a will was inherently revocable but 


if toe survivor altered his will the 
personal representatives would 
still take toe property subject to toe 
trust. 

Hie enforceability of the mutual 
agreement depended, not on toe 
continued existence of the former 
will as such, but on a spedes of 
trust which was held binding in 
equity, notwithstanding the 
revocation of the will ft was an 
unusual form of trust, since it did 
not prevent toe surviving testator 
using toe assets during bis 
lifetime. 

It was “a kind of floating trust 
which finally attached to such 
property as be leaves upon his 
death-: see per Chief Justice 
Latham in Birmingham v Renfrew 
((1936) 57 CLR 666.675). 

After a review of toe cases, his 
Lordship concluded that if a dear 
agreement amid be found, in toe 
wills or elsewhere, that they were 
to be mutually binding, whether or 
not that was expressed in language 
of revocation, the law would give 
effect to that intention by -way of a 
floating trust which became irrevo¬ 
cable following the death of the 
first testator and crys tallise d on toe 
death of the second. 

The floating mist so created was 
not destroyed by the remarriage of 
the second testator after toe death 
oflhefirsL 

His Lordship then considered 
the evidence as to whether toe 
arrangements entered into by 


Dennis and Joan in February 1968 
were intended to bo mutually 
binding. The mere fact that the 
wills were simultaneous and in 
identical form was not sufficient: 
see Gray v Perpetual Trustee Co 
Ltd 01928] AC 391). There had to be 
evidence of a precise agreement a 
contract ai law, some understand¬ 
ing or arrangement being 
insufficient 


His Lordship concluded that the 
evidence fell short of establishing 
tow toe wills were mutually bind¬ 
ing in law. but was prepared to 
accept that Joan understood that 
her intentions would be binding 
upon her husband after her death 
indeed that one of toe reasons for 
making the wifl at that time in that 
form was to get that assurance. 

Gary also made a riaitn under 
the Inheritance (Provision for 
Family and Dependents) Art 1975 
as a child of the dm-ased There 
were very few cases in which an 
adult son who was able to earn his 

own living made a successful claim 

under the Act, though in toe few 
there were tbe existence of a moral 
obligation as a special dnauq- 
stancewas important. 

Given his finding that the wills 
were not mutually binding in law. 
his Lordship concluded that in 
relation to Dennis’ own share of 

the property which be held jointly 
with his wife prior to her death, he 
was free, legally and morally, to 
deal with it as he wished. 


He took a different view, how¬ 
ever, in relation to that part of the 
joint estate which belonged pre¬ 
viously to his wife He was 
ratisfied that Joan made her win in 
toe understanding that her hus¬ 
band would give effect to what she 

Dchcved to be their mutnai in¬ 
tentions. He saw that as giving rise 
to&moral obbgation, though not a 
legal obligation. 

Having reviewed toe evidence 
nis Lordship was satisfied that this 
was an exceptional case where 
some prtMsion should be made for 
Gary under the 1973 Act. 

*fhe parties should attempt to 
torive at a sensible financial 
arr angement, which ma as far as 
possible their respective require- . 
meats and was tax-effident. 

The guiding principle should be 
that toe part of toe estate property- 
attributable to the assets belongina . 
to Joan at toe time of her death, or 
derived from them, should be 
regarded as available to discharge 
Garyis business liabilities and to 
help to pur him in a position to 

niamtain himself and his famfly at 

toeir current standard nf living 

Sotiotors: Poole & Co. Yeovil: 
Porter Bartlett & Mayo. YaxviL 


?_' ne Law Report wffl 
appear from time to tune dnrine 
Ugal Christmas Vacation, 
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Rackets embracing a bright future while maintaining fine traditions 



Courting success before privileged few 


FREUD 

ON FRIDAY 


M y programme slated 
that -In 1907 the 
Tennis and Rackets 
Association was formed to 
preserve, administer and de¬ 
velop the games”. It reminded 
meof two Chelsea pensioners 
sitting in the afternoon sun on 
a bench in the Royal Hospital 
Road. One said: “Do you 
remember those pills they 
gave us during the Boer War 
to take our minds off women? I 
think mine are beginning to 
work.” 

Tennis is real tennis; rackets 
is a faster, older form of 
squash played on a larger 
court with a harder ball and a 
smaller racquet enabling the 
achievement of speeds of 
ISOmph.. . and the 1907 aims 
are beginning to come good: 
old courts are being brought 
back into use; new courts are 
planned. 

In the light of this, 1 look 
myself to the Queen's Club in 
west London and watched the 
public schools singles rackets 
championships. Witnessing 
the game has about it a certain 
exclusivity, for the gallery 
holds only 30 people. With the 
marker who calls “play" or 
“fault" after every shot, a 
referee who can over-rule him. 
the school rackets pros of the 
competing players, their 
mothers and their fathers and 
their younger brothers and 
the Brigadier (rackets dubs 
have Brigadiers and Queen's 
has one of the very best), there 
is not much room for die 
peripatetic hack. They made 
room. 

Don Cherry, of Tonbridge, 
played Alex Titehener-Bairett. 
of Harrow, in the final of the 
Indedon-Webber Cup. which 
is for under-lbs. Cherry is a 
prototype rugby stand-off half: 
tough, solid, dependable — a 
hitter. Titchener-Barrett is 
slighter, winning matters 
more to him than to his 
opponent; you would expect 
him to play chess. He is a 
mover. 

The Harrovian, playing 
with graoe and panache, took 
die first two games by 15 
points to ten. He is a left¬ 
hander. executes the half- 
volley with rare power and 
precision and psyches his op¬ 
ponent — slows down the 
game by retrieving the ball at 
a modest walk, measures and 


Cherry shows the aggressive style that earned him die public schools under-16 rackets title. Photograph: Hugh Roudedge 


re-measures his serving pos¬ 
ition, asks the mar ter to 
repeat the score that he has 
just announced ... and. when 
he wins a point, he grows in 
stature, serves with added skill 
to find corners from which 
the ball scoots implayably. 
It is the prerogative of the 
receiver to ask for a new ball; 
Cherry let things be; it was 
ntchener-Barrett who did all 
the asking. 

The Tonbridge boy is 
strong, admirably fit. has the 
better temperament. He took 
the third and fourth games 
each by 15-5 and. after an 
electric opening five minutes 
and the score 44. it was he 
who powered home, Titche- 
ner-Barrett whose body lan¬ 
guage signalled defeat who 
looked beaten before he lost 
who made unforced errors. 

The spectators were knowl¬ 
edgeable, partisan and sport¬ 
ing. They cheered good play, 
just cheered good play by their 
man more loudly. A number 
of trendy. upper- 


middle class utterances filled 
the air “This time" is a good 
thing to call, “Keep serving” is 
shorthand for keep serving 
like that when your man has 
just won a point The middle- 
aged citizen beside me kept 
repeating. “Come on, Harry" 
and, as neither player was 
called Harry. 1 expect that he 


meant Harrow. It is no easy 
thing to get in an audible 
shout when the marker calls 
“Play. play. play, play.. 

Rackets is played at 16 
English public schools and the 
Foster Cup is die most presti¬ 
gious trophy of them afl. To 
determine the 16 contestants, 
the rackets pros go into con¬ 


clave. argue and rite form; 
eventually, a puff of white 
smoke emerges from the com¬ 
mittee room chimney to denote 
agreement 

Roger Crosby, the pro at 
Harrow, is their chairman 
and has the casting vote ... 
insufficient to deter four 
Etonians from making their 


Bailey ends Eton’s long wait 


NEAL BAILEY, the favourite, won the 
Foster Cup, the senior event of the public 
schools rackets championship, after a thrill¬ 
ing all-Etonian final against Guy Smith- 
Bingham yesterday (Sally Jones writes). 
Bailey's 3-1 victory gave the school its first 
elite singles crown for 25 years. 

Eton set a record by providing all four 
semi-finalists — Bailey. Smith-Bin gham and 
Patrick Wigan, who were seeded, and 
Dominic Palmer-Tomkinson, who had put 
out Angus Falconer, the No 2 seed. 

In the final Bailey started strongly, his 
greater weight of shot putting S midi- 


Bingham. who has another year in the 
event, under constant pressure. Smith- 
Bin gham fought back to level at one game 
all controlling the ball well and retrieving 
effectively, but his s ucces s inspired Bailey to 
move up a gear and he dropped only seven 
more points, hitting some exquisite winners 
down the waH His victory delighted 
Norwood Crrpps, Eton’s veteran profession¬ 
al and brought a standing ovation from the 
enthusiastic gallery. 

O Dominic Palmer-Tomkinson is the neph¬ 
ew of Patti Palmer-Tomkinson and not as 
reported yesterday. 


way into the semi-final and 
causing men wearing OE ties 
to claim victory long before 
they knew the identity of the 
winner. 

Crosby is the doyen of 
rackets pros: his grandfather 
taught the game at Ports¬ 
mouth in 1894. went on to 
became the professional at 
Marlborough College. Crosby 
succeeded his father at Har¬ 
row, his son holds that office at 
Charterhouse. Uncle Jim was 
the man at Winchester. 

After a short break for 
lunch, the Etonians stepped 
out to do battle for a place in 
the final: Wigan v Bailey 
followed by Smith-Bin gham v 
Palmer-Tomkinson to ensure 
that it would not be an all¬ 
hyphen final. For those, like 
me. who had not seen rackets 
played by over-16s. it is even 
foster, more skilled and with 
fewer tantrums, only this time 
none of the gallery was able to 
shout. “Come on. Eton”. Eton 
had come on. Floreat Etona is 
what they call il I think. 


Diamonds put 
high value on 
recruiting drive 

Non-League Football by Walter Gammie 


THE Vauxhail Conference has 
opted to give its dubs a free 
Saturday before the Christ¬ 
mas programme, but there is 
no rest for the teams in its 
feeder leagues. Interest in the 
race for Conference places has 
been rather muted, however, 
by the early stranglehold that 
Rushden and Diamonds, in 
the Beazer Homes League, 
Enfield, in the Ids League, 
and Bamber Bridge, in the 
UniBond League, had taken 
on their respective 
competitions. 

Rushden. the Northampton¬ 
shire dub that is bankrolled 
by Max Griggs, of Dr Mar¬ 
tens, underlined their determ¬ 
ination to win a Conference 
place by putting in a £100.000 
bid for Carl Alford and Steve 
Stott, of Kettering Town, their 
Conference neighbours. 

Alford, whose 16 goals make 
him the leading scorer in the 
Conference, chose to stay put. 
but Stott, the England semi- 
professional international, 
who had joined Kettering 
from Bromsgrove only in the 
close season for £12.000. 
agreed to make the move to 
Nene Park for £30.000. 
Rushden have also had fruit¬ 
less talks with Chris Brindley, 
the Kidderminster Harriers 
defender. 

David Joyce, the secretary, 
said: Things are obviously 
going very well at the moment 
and we made the moves with 
half an eye to the Conference. 
We also know that it’s possible 
that everything oould go 
wrong in the second half of the 
season." 

For Kettering. Alford’S deci¬ 
sion was welcome as they are 
struggling to overcome a glut 
of Injuries. Gary Johnson, the 
manager, has signed Micky 
Gynn, the former Coventry 
City player, to help to replace 
Stott, Richard Brown, who 
returns to Rockingham Road 
after leaving for Blackburn 
Rovers five years ago, Pat 
Reyment, from Corby. Robert 
Hayworth, a centre forward 
with experience at Millwall 
and Fulham, and Marcus 
Kostka, a goalkeeper. 

Tomorrow. Rushden are at 
home to Ilkeston Town, who 
are struggling to make an 
impact after their elevation to 
the premier division this sea¬ 
son and must overturn formi¬ 
dable form that has brought 
Rushden eight consecutive 
home wins in the league and a 
harvest of 31 golds. After 
travelling to BaldockTown on 
Beating Day, Rushden have 
die toughest test of their 
programme, away at Hales¬ 
owen Town, who are in fifth 
place with matches in hand. 

Enfield have begun to come 


under pressure, most recently 
from a charge by Yeovil Town, 
relegated from the Conference 
last season and slow starters 
this season. Seven consecutive 
league victories under Gra¬ 
ham Roberts, the former En¬ 
field manager, gave Yeovil 
every incentive when the sides 
met at Southbury Road on 
Saturday. 

John Ridout, a midfield 
player, scored his first goal in 
three years at the club to 
give Enfield the initial advan¬ 
tage, until injury time, when 
Yeovil equalised, only for the 
leaders to come back again 
and snatch victory with an 
own goal. 

AJan Diment. the Enfield 
secretary, said: “We’ve got 
them away as the last game of 
the season. Somebody at the 
league has got a perverse 
sense of humour: they're al¬ 
ways frying to pick the champ¬ 
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ionship decider.” Enfield’s 
hopes of taking up a Confer¬ 
ence place after vanning the 
league last season were 
scuppered by failing to meet 
its financial criteria and then 
losing subsequent appeals. 
“We’ve had the ground in¬ 
spected by the Conference and 
there’s no problem there," 
Diment said. “As for the 
financial issue, we hope we've 
got it right” 

- Bamber Bridge's position at 
the head of the UniBond 
League was made less secure 
after a 4-0 defeat last Saturday 
at Guiseley. for whom Steve 
Taylor, recently signed from 
Thackley, of the Northern 
Counties East League, scored 
a hat-trick. 

Barrow, in fifth place with 
five games in hand and 12 
points behind, and the side 
with most to gain, have man¬ 
aged only to draw their past 
two matches, away to Accring¬ 
ton Stanley and Frickley Ath¬ 
letic. They are. however, on a 
run of 12 matches without 
defeat 




By Robert Sheehan 

BRIDGE CORRESPONDENT 

In an article a few weeks ago. I 
mentioned an auction in 
which I said my pass was 
“forcing". This refresher ex¬ 
plains the idea. If a player 
makes a “forcing" pass, his 
partner must not pass out the 
opponents' existing bid — he 
must double or bid on. This 
was the auction (North-South 
vulnerable): 

W H E S 

Pass ID 3H 3 S 
5 H Pass 

1 was North. My pass was 
“forcing" because East-West 
were obviously sacrificing — 
that is, they were bidding Five 
Hearts not as a contract that 
they expected to make, but as a 
contract that, if doubled, 
would cost less than the value 
of North-South's contract 

The reason why both North 
and South knew that East- 
West were sacrificing was as 
follows: East's Three Heart 
overcaD was preemptive and 
West, as a passed hand, 
clearly could not have enough 
to issue a slam invitation — 
the only other interpretation of 
his FfveHeart bid. 

North-South - were dearly 
either going to double Five 
Hearts or tel on — there was 
no way ttet the contract would 
be passed out in Five Hearts. 
Hence. North’s pass of Five 
Hearts was forcing. 

A forcing pass occurs in any 


auction in which it is not 
logical for a partnership to 
pass out the opposition’s bid. 

W N E S 

ID Pass 2 H 2 S 
Pass 3 S Pass Pass 
? 

East's Two Hearts bid was 
forcing to game. All his pass of 
Three Spades indicates is that 
he has nothing obvious to bid 
now. That is a point to 
remember — a forcing pass 
transfers responsibility to 
your partner and denies the 
ability to make an obvious bid. 

In the above sequence, if 
East had forced on a hand 
with very good hearts but 
otherwise minimum, he 
should bid Four Hearts over 
Three Spades. If he has good 
diamond support he should 
show it now: and, as his pass 
would be forcing, a double 
would be very much a penalty 
double. 

W N E S 

2 C Pass 2D 2S 

Pass Pass ? 

West's pass is forcing o n Eas t 
West has opened with a strong 
bid. forcing at least to 2 NT. 
His pass of Two Spades 
simply announces that he has 
nothing to bid now and asks 
his partner for further 
information. 

□ Robert Sheehan "writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in Aw Weekend 
section on Saturday. 



ByPhBip Howard 


MEMBRANACEOUS 

a. Retentive 

b. Wafer-thin 

c. Combing counterclockwise 

XENODOCH1UM . 

a. liking strangers 

b. Ahotel 

si A virulent poison 


APORlA 

a. Insincere apologies 

b. A nasty disease 

c. Having no harbour 
INEFFABLE 

a. Unspeakable . 

b. Inscrutable 

c. Unmountabie 

Answers on page 33 



Keene on chess 
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By Raymond Keene 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Kamsky’s attack 

Gata Kamsky, of the United 
States, one of the two finalists 
in the Fide world champion¬ 
ship, now set for Montreal 
next June with a £1.16 million 
prize-fund, played a sparkling 
attacking game in the second 
round oftne Groningen inter¬ 
national. Kamsky’s opponent, 
Jeroen Piket, the Dutch 
grandmaster, tried the risky 
Schlieraann Defence to the 
Ruy Lopez. In this. Black 
sacrifices pawn structure and 
often material in order to seize 
the initiative, but in this case it 
was Kamsky who moved over 
to the offensive first, finishing 
tiie game with a spectacular 
king hunt 

White: Gata Kamsky 
Blade Jeroen Piket 
Groningen. December 199S 


Roy Lopez 


1 

04 

e5 

2 

Ni3 

Nc 6 

3 

Bb5 

15 

4 

Nc3 

fxs4 

5 

Nx&4 

d5 

6 

Nxe5 

<tu4 

7 

Nxc 6 

095 

8 

Qe 2 

Nf 6 

9 

14 

Qxf4 

10 

d4 

ode 

11 

Ne5+ 

c 6 

12 

Bc4 

B 06 

13 

c3 

Bxc4 

14 

Nxc4 

Qefi 

15 

0-0 

Be7 

16 

Bg5 

0-0 

17 

Rael 

RaeS 

18 

Nd2 

Qxa2 

19 

BxfB 

BxJ 6 


20 

Nxb4 

Refi 

21 

Qg4 

h 6 

22 

Rx» 

Rtxffi 

23 

Nxf 6 + 

FW 6 

24 

Qc 8 + 

Kh7 

25 

Qxta7 

a5 

26 

h3 

Rg 6 

27 

Qb 8 

84 

28 

R 08 

R 06 

29 

Rh8+ 

Kg6 

30 

Qg3+ 

KT7 

31 

Rb8 

Qb1 + 

32 

Kh2 

Ftel 

33 

Rb7+ 

Ke6 

34 

d5+ 

KtfS 

35 

Rd7+ 

Kc4 

36 

RtM-f 

Kb3 

37 

04+ 

Black resigns 


Diagram of final position 



abcdefgh 


After two rounds in Groningen. 
Loek van Wdy, of Holland. leads 
with 100 per cent Michael Adams, 
of Great Britain, drew with 
Anatoly Karpov, thus leaving both 
players cm 50 per cent. 

Times chess book 

Improve your game with Ray 
Keene's book. 77re Times Winning 
Chess, published by Batsford at 
£9.99 (credit card orders on 01376 
327901). 

□ Raymond Keene writes on chess 
Monday to Friday in Sport and in 
the Weekend section cm Saturday. 


By Raymond Keene 

This position is from the game 

Wain win — Sawariold. Russia. 
1991. White has already sacrificed 
a rook on al and now invested 
further material to create a bril¬ 
liant finish. Can you see how he 
drew the black king out to its 
doom? This is a difficult puzzle; if 
you can solve it. you should be 
considered a snong player. 

Solution on page 33 



_ SPORTS LETTERS 

‘Rub of the green’ requires modem definition 


From MrP.J.A. Smith 
Sir, The rules of golf are 
complex, and most players 
would agree that they should 
be simplified wherever pos¬ 
sible. I have, however, come 
across a curious instance in 
which the Rules of Golf Com¬ 
mittee at St Andrews takes a 
contrary view. At issue is the 
meaning and use of “rub of the 
green". 

The term is defined in the 
Rules as follows: “A ‘rub of the 
green' occurs when a ball in 
motion is accidentally de¬ 
flected or stopped by any 
outside agency.” This is con¬ 
fusing. since to most golfers 
the term means simply a bit of 
or bad luck. If your ball 
in a divot mark, your 
opponent is likely to say 
“Rotten luck — I’m afraid it’s 
just a rub of the green", yet 


this misfortune is certainly not 
covered by the Rules 
definition. 

Turning to the body of die 
Rules, one finds only a single 
reference to “rub of the green", 
in Rule 19-1. However, an 
examination of the Rule shows 
that the reference adds noth¬ 
ing to the meaning. 

Some time ago. I submitted 
these points to the Rules 
Committee. The reply l re¬ 
ceived was as follows: 

“I have been asked to in¬ 
form you that it was agreed 
that although the words ‘rub 
of the green’ do not add 
anything to the Rules it would 
be a pity to delete something 
which has been in the Rule 
book since ISI2.” 

A respect for tradition and 
antiquity are very well, but the 
game has changed in nearly 


every aspect since 1812. The 
rules are preeminently a de¬ 
partment of the game which 
should be kept up to date and 
simplified wherever possible, 
and it seems perverse to keep 
this dead wood simply 
because it has been dead a 
long time. 

I raise the matter now 
because a new edition of the 
Rules is due to come into force 
on 1st January. 1996.1 hope ft 
is not too late to persuade die 
R & A and USGA that “rub of 
the green” should be banished 
from the Rules. The rest of us 
would then be free to use the 
term in the sense in which it is 
understood by most of the 
English-speaking world. 

Yours faithfully, 

P. J. A. SMITH, 

5 Victoria Street, 

New Romney, Kent 



New ball theories 

From Mr A. J. Colbert 
Sir, Yet more allegations of 
cricket ball tampering have 
arisen, this time in South 
Africa. If cricketers in genera] 
cannot be prevented from 
trying to tamper with the ball, 
then the ball must be proofed 
against tampering. 

Cricket balls should hence¬ 
forth be made from super¬ 
tough. lightweight metals 
recovered from redundant 
high-performance military 
aircraft, which are plentiful 
and cheap. As a bonus, we 
could look forward to a range 
of new and exciting deliveries 
arising from the aerobatic 
experience of the balls. The 
barrel roller, stall turner and 
looper come to mind. 

Presumably, balls made 
from the “invisible" Stealth 
bomber would be most highly 
prized by bowlers and give a 
real excuse to batsmen: “I just 
didn't see iL" 

Yours sincerely. 

AJ. COLBERT, 

25. Leigh Road. 

Walsall. 

West Midlands. 


From Mr Jack Meads 

Sir, Ball tampering once again 
has come to the fore with 
charges against Craig Mat¬ 
thews that he had, illegally, 
raised the seam of the tell in 
the third Test 

These and similar unpleas¬ 
ant allegations will never 
cease until ail efforts to change 
the character of the tell are 
banned, and this indudes 
polishing to retain the new 
ball shine. This, at a stroke, 
would give greater variety to 
the type of bowler a captain 
must use and would also put 
an end to the boring sight of 
fast bowlers hogging the at¬ 
tack. to the detriment of 
spinners. 

If, as in snooker or billiards, 
the ball is in the need of 
cleaning, it should be handed 
to the umpires for attention. 
What a pleasure it would be to 
see the quickies off as soon as 
the shine has disappeared to 
be succeeded by a more cere¬ 
bral attack provided by the 
spinners. 

Yours etc.. 

JACK MEADS. 

44, Greenfield Avenue. 
Surbiton, Surrey. 


Varsity blues 

From Mr A. R. Davies 
Sir, Your rugby correspondent 
caDs the referee's award of a 
penalty try to Cambridge in 
the Varsity match for “deliber¬ 
ate offside” a brave decision 
(December 13). I disagree. It 
was mean-spirited and ano¬ 
ther nail in the coffin of rugby 
union. The game needs CUve 
Nor lings and not Tony 
Spreadburys if it is to retain 
aiw of its true spirit in the 
difficult years ahead. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. R_ DAVIES. 

Sherwood, 

Sr Nicholas Avenue. 

Great Bookham. Surrey. 

From Mr Anthony Moreton 

Sir. I am at a loss to under¬ 
stand how the first half of a 
rugby match which is inter¬ 
rupted for five minutes 30 
seconds is extended by a mere 
three minutes 20 seconds. No 
doubt the captains of the 
Oxford and Cambridge teams 
would also like to know. 

Yours faithfully. 

ANTHONY MORETON. 
Pandy Farm, Merthyr Tydfil. 


Punters enjoy 
wider choice 

From Mr J. Ledgard 
Sir. In his racing commentary 
(December 18), Jack Water¬ 
man argues the case for restor¬ 
ing the Epsom Derby to its 
former glory. He seeks to lay 
the blame at the door of 
everything from the race¬ 
course executive, for moving 
the race to a Saturday, to 
television for the expedient of 
changing starting times. 

Somewhat optimistically, he 
even believes the Government 
might institute a change to the 
Spring Bank Holiday to ac¬ 
commodate the event. How¬ 
ever, the Derby’s decline in 
popularity has little to do with 
any of these. 

The fact is that people today 
have more choice of what to do 
with their time and money 
than ever before — and that 
includes watching “out-of-sea¬ 
son soccer and television soap 
operas"! 

Entertainment and value 
for money have become para¬ 
mount and the prospect of 
difficult access, parking and 
limited viewing set against 
exorbitant entrance charges 
hold little appeal. 

Football has suffered a simi¬ 
lar fate. Since the War, 
average weekly attendances 
have halved but not because 
the sport is any less popular 
than ft used to be. Today's 
television coverage of all 
sport is so extensive and 
professional that millions 
can now view at leisure and. 
in the case of raring, even bet 
easily from home, so it is 
hardly any wonder that out¬ 
size crowds are no longer the 
case. 

Yours etc., 

J. D. LEDGARD. 

Roebuck Cottage, 

St Marks Road. 

Binfield, 

Berkshire. 


Sports Letters may be sent 
by fax to 0171-782 5211. 
They most indude a 
daytime telephone nnn*ber. 
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How a charismatic Englishman became Irish football’s inflexible friend 




J ack Chariton’s reign as 
Ireland football manager 
ended yesterday as it 
began — in confusion. During 
the nine years between his 
arrival and departure. 
Charlton gave Ireland unprec¬ 
edented success on die interna¬ 
tional stage and Irish 
supporters the longest party in 
football history, stretching 
from Stuttgart in 1988 to 
Orlando in 1994. 

His style won few plaudits 
from the purists, while some 
critics argued that, with the 
players at his disposal, he 
could have taken Ireland even 
further by relaxing the shack¬ 
les and encouraging his play¬ 
ers to express themselves. The 
lack of flexibility ultimately 
cost them dear. 

“If plan A doesn't work, 
revert to plan A,“ Mark 
Lawrensoru one of Ireland’s 
finest players in Charlton's 
early years, said after, the 1-1 
draw with Northern Ireland 
last spring began the decline 
of this past year. 

Yet it is inarguable that 
Charlton gave direction, disci¬ 
pline and success to Ireland, 
taking the country to its first 
big international tournament, 
with the 1988 European 
championship finals quickly 
followed by the World Cups of 
1990 and 1994. If he did not do 
it with style, he did it with a 
certainly that brooked no ar¬ 
gument, making Ireland never 
less than hard to beat and 
often irresistible through 
sheer effort and determin¬ 
ation. Any but the most talent¬ 
ed — Italy in.1990. Holland in 
1988 and again a week ago — 
or the most determined were 
subjugated by the sheer pres¬ 
sure as Ireland hounded them. 

in the process. Charlton 
gave the country a focal point 
for its pride and its burgeon¬ 
ing sense of nationhood as a 
fully-fledged member of the 
European Community. The 
supporters’ chant “You'll nev¬ 
er beat the Irish", was more 
than a statement on football, 
even if it is a fitting representa¬ 
tion of Ireland’s approach on 
the field. The irony that it took 
an Englishman to do it cannot 
be missed. 

Until Charlton came along. 
Irish football supporters lived 


Peter Ball looks at the man 
and methods: that lay behind 
a unique era of success 


their World Cups vicariously 
through foe dpines of England 
or Northern Ireland. In 1982 
and 1986, foe sense that North¬ 
ern Ireland were in Spain and 
Mexico while Ireland, with 
arguably better players, 
stayed at home, bit deep. For 
years, however, Irish football 
had lacked organisation, foe 
efforts of John Giles to bring 
order to it meeting some 
success but not enough. Eoin 
Hand, his successor, was pop¬ 
ular, but a romantic who was 
too much in awe of such 
talents as Liam Brady. Con¬ 
fronted with such players, 
Hand was better at banging 
the drum than foe table in the 
dressing-room. He and Giles 
also lacked luck. 

Charlton had no such inhi¬ 
bitions about calling his top 


JACtCSHIGWS^l 


IRELAND UNDER CHARLTON 

P W D L P A 

WortdCup. 23 13 11 5 33 15 

European champ 28 12 tO 6 42 26 

Ottos. 38 21 9 6 52 22 

Overall_ 33 46 30 17127 63 

WORLD CUP: Ouafified for the firc*s far 
tha first time, reacting quarter-finals in 
Italy m 19B0. Also c^atifed lor 1394 finds, 
mxhing second round In LNfed States. 
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP: Quaffly- 
ng tor Germany tn 1988 put Ireland tn The 
finals tor Die first time sinca 1964 Beaten 
in quaTifioafion piay-cti lor 1996 finals by 
Holland last week. 

Most appearances under Charlton 
75: Paul McGrath. 68 : Pat Bonner. 67: 
John Aldridge. E& Ray Houghton 61: 
Slave Staunton. 57: Andy Townsend 56: 
Tony Cascarino. 54: Niall Quinn. 63: 
Km(n Moran. 

Jack Charlton's derate 
Bam: May 8 , 1935, Ashngton, 

Northumberland 
go: 60. 

r. Apporrted OBE 1974 
canter. Club: Leeds United 
1952-72 Honours- Rrst ctvtaion cham¬ 
pions 1068-69 FA Clto wfcmar 1972. 
League Cup wnnw 1368. Fairs Q 41 
winner 1968. 1971. Second division 
champions 1963-64. Footballer of the 
year 1967 International: 35 appear¬ 
ances. 6 goals Debut April 10, 1965 V 
Scotland at Wembisv Honours World 
Cup winner 1966 

Managerial careen Club; Middlesbrough 
1973-/7. Honours. Second cEvtston 
champions 1973-74. Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day 1977-83 Honours promoted from 
third division 1979-80 Newcastle United 
1964. International: February 1986 to 
Decanter 1995. 


Albert Reynolds, the then Irish Prime Minister, greets 
Chariton on his return to Dublin from the 1994 World Cup 


players to order and he also 
fulfilled Napoleon's wish to 
have a lucky general. Ironical¬ 
ly. he got foe job by default 
Bob Paisley was expected to 
win the position in a vote of the - 

Football Association of Ireland 
(FADcouncil, butfafled by one 
vote to get a majority over his 
three challengers, leaving 
Charlton as foe candidate to 
stand against him. For polit¬ 
ical reasons. Charlton picked 
up all the votes previously 
given to Giles and Liam 
Tuohy. and. unexpectedly, one 
of Paisley's supporters 
changed sides. 

Chariton’s entry by the side 
door, however, did not prevent 
him from stamping his au¬ 
thority from foe start The ball 
was to be played forward early 
and opponents turned. Play¬ 
ing from foe back was anathe¬ 
ma and playing through 
midfield only slightly less so. 
“I'm a negative man, me,” 
Chariton once announced and 
he left his forwards and mid- 
field players in no doubts 
about their defensive responsi¬ 
bilities. 

He inherited a squad of 
perhaps greater talent than, at 
any time subsequently. Only 
the attack, with Stapleton ini¬ 
tially without a convincing 
partner, was thin. Brady, 
Whelan and Galvin were 
available for midfield: 
McGrath, La wren son and 
O'Leary provided a trio of 
outstanding footballing cen¬ 
tral defenders. 

Chariton, though, preferred 
a more basic approach from 
his centre halves. Lawrenson 
was quickly moved to mid- 
field, followed by McGrath, 
and O'Leary was cast into the 
wilderness when he refused a 
late call-up for a summer tour, 
saying that he had already 
booked his holiday. O’Leary 
did not play again for 30 
months, giving an early taste 
of Charlton'S approach. 

The methods, though, were 
successful, although it still 
needed the sort of luck that his 
predecessors lacked for Ire* 
land to make foe break¬ 
through to their first 
important event if Bulgaria 
had avoided defeat against 
Scotland in Sofia, they would 
have won their qualifying 
group, but Scotland won i-0 to 
send Ireland to the 1988 Euro¬ 
pean finals in Germany. 

For two weeks, Ireland 
came to a stop. Thousands of 
supporters, regarding this as 
foe trip of a lifetime, followed 
them in party mood, deter¬ 
mined to enjoy themselves, 
bringing a breath of fresh air 
in a game still struggling to 
cope with the wilder excesses 
of hooliganism. The team ex¬ 
ceeded expectations, Ray 
Houghton, one of foe “Anglos" 
that Chariton had found in his 
bid to strengthen the side, 
scoring foe goal to beat Eng¬ 
land in Stuttgart 

The team returned to Dub¬ 
lin in triumph. Charlton, that 
quintessential Englishman, 
became an honorary Irishman 
by acclamation. Other re¬ 


Roberto Baggio congratulates Chariton after the Irish defeat of Italy in a memorable encounter in New Jersey last year 


wards were more tangible. 
From Guinness to the Irish 
Tourist Board, Shredded 
Wheat to Monaghan Champi¬ 
on Milk, commercial firms 
queued up for his services. 

The bandwagon was roll¬ 
ing. So was the team as 
Ireland qualified for their first 
World Cup finals, in Italy in 
1990. Before they got there, 
Charlton gave another taste of 
his autocratic style when he 
pulled Brady off half an hour 
into his testimonial against 
Germany because the ball 
player was not picking up his 
immediate opponent. 

The subsequent furore was 
quickly forgotten as Ireland 
again surpassed expectations, 
reaching foe quarter-finals be¬ 


fore going down with honour 
to Italy in Rome. Critics point¬ 
ed out that they had got there 
without winning a match, 
while the game with England 
in Cagliari left Italians — and 
others — aghast at what was 
being perpetrated under foe 
name of football. 

Who cared? The Irish sup¬ 
porters enjoyed their party 
and revelled in the sight of 
Packje Bonner and O’Leary 
emerging as heroes during foe 
penalty shoot-out with Roma¬ 
nia in foe second round. 
Charlton was given foe Free¬ 
dom of Dublin an his return. 

By now, Ireland expected 
success and it continued, even 
though they failed to qualify 
for the 1992 European champ¬ 


ionship finals. The 1994 World 
Cup offered ample compensa¬ 
tion. As foe finals approached, 
the team was beginning to age, 
bur fresh blood arrived in 
Jason McAteer, Phil Babb, 
and Gary Kelly, and wins in 
Holland ’ and Germany in 
warm-up matches sent them 
to the United States with, for 
foe first time, the expectation 
weighing heavily. 

Chariton did not enjoy that 
summer. He had been ill 
before the tournament and 
was out of sorts with himself, 
showing that, for all his bluff¬ 
ness, he did not cope well 
under pressure. Ireland could 
not have had a better start, 
bearing Italy in New Jersey, 
bur even that failed to comfort 


Chariton. He spent the tourna¬ 
ment complaining, with rea¬ 
son. about the heat, new rules 
on tackling and the supply of 
water to players during 
matches. He was fined and 
suspended for abusing a Flfa 
official over a substitution. 

The FAI stood by him, but 
relationships were beginning 
to fray and he began to talk 
about resignation. A success¬ 
ful start to the European 
championship campaign sug¬ 
gested that he had been rejuve¬ 
nated, but things began to fail 
apart in foe summer and his 
complaints since suggest that 
his latest batch of players are 
less convinced about his tactics 
than their predecessors. A 
parting seemed inevitable. 
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in his fetfaeris . 

able to daim that ^ 

on ite fanner 

tain vibeaheaaikKsBx^^m^^ 
debut for We^ 

Rugby (union) F«xw. mr^; 
in the local derby a gaiffi t---- 
Hartlepool Roveison 
Day ‘ (Christopher yyweri :.j 

Whereas Ian’s second sp0jj'r 
was football and he hadf A ^ 
brief career at. Scoitoge 
United, Liam, 19, enjoyal tas ~ 
rugby at school and waS Keefc .' . 
to keep playing- He ww W 
recommended to Barry .. 

ter. West HartlepooTS director : 
of rugby, by B31 BcMuapntr :; 

Foster has been suffkkntiy j 
impressed by BothamV hand- / f 
fill of appearances-fw the "T 
second XV to name han at 
centre for what fa aJw 
hard-fought encounter): 

Tomba pullsjfflit 

Skiing: Lasse Kjus, otWar-r 
way, won foe World -.Cup 
giant slalom race in Krapgska,- 
Gora, Slovenia, yesterday 
after Alberto Tomba, foe tide- 
holder, refused to continue 
because of what he described; 
as dangerous conditions. 

The first run waskranied: 
because of the weafoerafierH 
skiers, including Tomba, had- 
completed the coarse. Tte- 
Itaiian. who was lying second, 
protested furiously when 
organisers announced that 
foe first heat would be re-run. 
then withdrew. Michael, von: 
GrQningen, of Switzerland; : 
who led after the/re-run first 
heat, finished second, wfth : 
Mario Reiter, of Austria,' 
thud. 

Humber bound 


Hull ended - 
of unrertainty yester¬ 
day by appointing Phil -' 
Sigswortb, the former Austza-> 
lia international, as their 
coach-Sigsworth, 36, who had 
been .coaching Ryde- £ 
Eastwood in the Sydney mefc -.*• 
ropohtan competition, will . 
take over eariy In foe new 
year. 

Dublin date 

Rugby onion: Ken Reid, foe 
director of foe HeinekenCup 
competition, yesterday sum¬ 
moned Yves RevoL the presi-. 
dent of Castries, to attend an 
inquiry into the fracas that 
maned his dub’s tie with 
Swansea at St Helen’s earlier 
this month.. Hie official 
investigation will be held in 
Dublin on January 4. 

Two for Sydney 

Athletics: Colin Jackson and 
Sonia O’Sullivan are to com¬ 
pete at two meetings in Aus¬ 
tralia as part -of their 
preparations for the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta. Jackson, 
the bolder of foe 110 metres 
hurdles world /record, and 
O'Sullivan, of 'Ireland, the 
world 5,000metres champion, 
will nm at the national cham¬ 
pionships in Sydney from 
Mardi 7 to 10 after an event in 
Melbourne on February 29. 


Board rejects Collymore’s claim for transfer money 


By Our Sports Staff 

FRANK CLARK, foe Notting¬ 
ham Forest manager, claimed 
that justice had been done 
after foe attempt by Stan 
CoUymore to win back more 
than £400,000 from his for¬ 
mer dub was rejected by the 
FA Premier League. 

CoUymore maintained that 
he was entitled to 5 per cent of 
the British record fee of EB5 
million that Liverpool paid 
Forest during the summer 
because he had not requested 
a transfer. The FA Premier 
League board said, however, 
that it had not been “persuad¬ 
ed" by Collymore’s version of 
events and that Forest were 
therefore not obliged to pay. 


CoUymore did gain a mea¬ 
sure of consolation, however, 
since Forest were instructed to 
pay an outstanding signing-on 
fee or £150,000, agreed when 
CoUymore joined Forest from 
Southend United for EZ2 mil¬ 
lion in 1993. 

Clark said that foe decision 
vindicated Forest’s refusal to 
bow to the striker’s demands. 
The club insisted that 
CoUymore had engineered foe 
transfer, even though a formal 
request was never put in 
writing. “I don’t think it’s a 
case of being happy,” Clark 
added. “Justice has been done. 
There are no winners and no 
losers.” 

CoUymore did not com¬ 
ment, but Paul Stretford, his 


agent, said that the player 
would take advice from foe 
Professional Footballers’ 
Association. 

Bolton Wanderers are ex¬ 
pected to complete the £15 
million move of Nathan 
Blake, foe Sheffield United 
and Wales striker, to Bumden 
Park today. The Premiership’s 
bottom dub yesterday agreed 
a part-exchange deal in which 
Mark Patterson, their mid- 
field player, will join United. 

Blake, 7X who joined Uni¬ 
ted from Cardiff tor £300.000 
in February 1994, is likely to 
make his debut tomorrow 
against Tottenham Hotspur at 
White Hart Lane. 

Mark McGhee, foe Wolver¬ 
hampton Wanderers manag¬ 


er. made his first signing 
yesterday when he secured 
Vinny^Samways, the Everton 
midfielder, on a month's loan. 
The move for Samways, 27. is 
expected to become perma¬ 
nent in foe new year with a fee 
of around £1.2 million 
expected. 

McGhee has also looked 
towards Simon Osborn, who 
has faUed to break into the 
Queens Park Rangers mid¬ 
field since moving from Read¬ 
ing. Osborn, for whom 
McGhee paid E90.000 to Crys¬ 
tal Palace during his spell at 
Elm Park, had talks with 
Wolverhampton yesterday. If 
the deal, expected to be in 
excess of £i million, is com¬ 
pleted today, Osborn, and 


Samways too. will be eligible 
for Wolverhampton’s game 
tomorrow against Reading. 

Brighton, foe Endsleigh In¬ 
surance League second divi¬ 
sion club. yesterday 
announced that they had sub¬ 
mitted a planning application 
for a leisure and commercial 
development including a new 
30,000-seat stadium to be 
ready for the beginning of the 
1997-98 season. 

The farmland rite is at 
Toad’s Hole Valley in Hove, 
about a mile from the Gold- 
stone Ground, foe club’s 
present home, which they 
must vacate by June 1997. 
Gaining planning permission, 
however, is unlikely to be 
straightforward. 



CoUymore: compensation 


Britain gam success 
from Egyptian foray 


THE Great Britain men’s 
hockey team completed a 
successful training week in 
Cairo yesterday with a 3-1 
victory over Egypt as part of 
the buQd-up to the Olympic 
qualifying tournament in 
Barcelona next month (Syd¬ 
ney Friskin writes). 

The foundation to victoiy 
was laid by Garda with a goal 
from a short corner after 13 
minutes, but the Egyptians 
redressed the balance six min¬ 
utes later when Tawfik, the 
full back, converted a penalty 
stroke. Robert Thompson re¬ 
stored Britain's lead with a 
goal from open play in the 21st 


minute and added another 
midway in foe second half to 
seal victoiy. Britain used only 
two substitutes, Shaw and 
Giles. 

Further preparation in- 
dudes two matches next 
month against Italy at Caglia¬ 
ri, Sardinia, and two against 
Malaysia at Bisham Abbey. 
The eight teams competing in 
Barcelona from January 19 
are Spain, Holland. India, 
Great Britain, Canada. Bel¬ 
gium. Malaysia and Belorus- 
sia. The top five teams from 
this round-robin event will 
qualify for the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta. 


English pack chasing Nicol in title hunt 


By Colin McQuillan 

THE QM national squash 
championship, which had 
been expected to settle the 
emergent hierarchy of English 
men’s squash, took on a 
sudden Celtic flavour when 
the draw was made yesterday 
at Edgbastan Priory in 
Birmingham, where the 
championship is scheduled 
next year from Januaiy 9 to 15. 

Peter Nicol, foe young Scot¬ 
tish champion, was drawn as 
top seed and Adrian Davies, 
foe semi-retired but vastly 
experienced Welsh captain, 
appeared in the quarter from 
which Stephen Meads hopes 
to become foe first man to 
successfully defend the British 


title. Nicol was beaten in foe 
1993 final by Brier Marshall, 
foe double hander from Not¬ 
tingham at present our of the 
game suffering chronic fatigue 
syndrome, and has returned 
to high form with a career-best 
win in the lucrative Mahindra 
Challenge in Bombay. 

He is scheduled for a semi¬ 
final against Simon Parke, foe 
Yorkshire™ an who led En¬ 
gland’s line in their world 
team victory last month. The 
bottom half of the men's draw 
offers a scheduled semi-final 
between Del Hams, the Essex 
player whose thrust into the 
World Open final last month 
took him back to foe top of 
England's rankings for the 
first time in nearly five years. 


and Mark Chaloner, of Lin¬ 
coln. who this week took foe 
international newcomer 
award from foe Sports Writ¬ 
ers' Association for his deci¬ 
sive role in the England team 
victory. 

Jonah Barrington, foe for¬ 
mer world No I. who is now 
president of foe Squash Rack¬ 
ets Association, made the 
draw yesterday and expressed 
a peculiarly English satisfac¬ 
tion at Niool’s top seeding. 

“It means foe Scotsman has 
to take foe pressure with all 
the Englishmen aiming at 
him,” Barrington said. 

The early action in the QM 
women’s national champion¬ 
ship at Edgbaston Priory is 
likely to be in the top half of 


the draw, where Fiona 
Geaves, foe defending cham¬ 
pion, of Gloucester, is again 
scheduled to meet Jane Mar¬ 
tin, the No 5 seed, and Cassan¬ 
dra Jackman, foe top seed. 

Suzanne Homer, from 
Yorkshire, the No 2 seed, who 
broke down with back prob¬ 
lems in a semi-final against 
Linda Charman last year,, 
looks to have a clear run to the 
same stage this year for a 
scheduled meeting with Sue 
Wright, of Kent. 

5EED1NQS: Mot 1 . P Ned (Scotland). 2. 
D Hams (Essex). 3. S Parte (Vortstira): 4. 
M CMakJDer (Lines). 5. M Cairns (CMord- 
shrai: 6. P Johnson (Kent): 7. S Meads 
(Bertshire). 8. D MeddMgs (Surrey) 
Women: 1, C Jadanan (Noriofc): 2. S 
Homer (Yortstwel. 3, F Geaws (Gtouca);«. 
S Wright (Kent)- 5. J Martin (NcrtnumbrU). 
6. L Chatman (Sussex). /, R Maaee 
8,0 Leaves ISuarjex) 


gpiggf 


? i •' X i i ; h: 
rAJi-s i- <_ir 


SPISiSI 


Depth 

! ‘' 

I 


Weather 


(cm) 

Conditions 

Runs to 

I5pm| Last 


L U 

Piste CWp 

resort 

°C anew - 


AUSTRIA 

St Anton 10 120 fair heavy slush - rain 3 '20712 

(Ram at resort la&tumhg to snow at 1,800m) . . • 

S6H 20 55 good varied dosed cfoud 2 21/12 

(Good snow and skHng on aB open runs; dgftf of 12 /fits open) 

FRANCE ■ 

Alps d'Huez 40 100 tair. varied fair doud 2 17/12 

(Main runs stiff good but more worn and hard patches) 

TTgnes 15 110 good heavy -art - snow 4 2T/12 

(Grande Motta good. Toviere and PeOabur very mcky) 

ValdTsfea 15 100 lair poor art doud .6 15/12 

(Best skang at La OaJle where pistes not worn) . 
SWITZERLAND ' ■■■ ■ 

C Montana 0 50 lair poor etosad doud r -2.10/12 

(United skiing on marhmade snow at Pas ok Loup; ‘ 

MOnen 20 BO good heavy - open . doud' "3 18/12 

[ScMftorn and Engetei good; snow heavy icxvnr_ dowi) - 
verfaier 2S 80 good varied dosed • ctoad 3 21/12 

(Fresh snow on herd pistes; a fewmora Bits now opsin) . 

Source: SW Chib of Great Britain. L-tower slopes: U- upper/ ert - artificial 


I III v>. I IMI S 

SNOWLINE 

0891 333 568 


AUSTRIA • FRANCE • SWITZERLAND • ITALY 
REST OF EUROPE • N. AMERICA/CANADA 
SPAIN/ANDORRA • R0IV1ANIA/BULGARIA 


^ Orj? r a faxed report, dial: 

0891 f§®2 258 

from a telephone linked to a fa* machine 



IWEATHERLINE 0891333 

Comprehensive outlook ir\ the skiing areas ferine .week ahead * 

Jr*.. Upi>dat& Wbmjation on ad 

ScoHnhsti resorts 
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Rowell restricted by controlling interest of others 

M y . sympathies lie hopes and endeavours oyer [ _ ~ ' { for the performance, good or pressure of interna 

with Jack Rowell, the past decade or so makes flrn \ i bad. rests firmly with the matches, plavers will 

Not that he is a man RowelL as their former men* Mr at.'f»rc Mn Atuki nil iUa frt tUa nr«^ rtf non 





Rowell: easy target of local 
and divisional rivalry 


M y sympathies lie 
with Jack Rowell. 
Not that he is a man 
who gives any outward ap¬ 
pearance of caring about com¬ 
miserations. but die past week 
has meant that he has had to 
survive a severe and dispro¬ 
portionate lambasting. From 
the moment that he was given 
a loud and undignified rasp¬ 
berry at Welford Road — for 
his omission from the Eng¬ 
land team of Dean Richards 
— which was repealed for his 
team at a discourteous Twick¬ 
enham. he has had to suffer a 
few incivilities. 

This may suggest not so 
much that the lager louts are 
already at games and are 
impatient with any measure 
of failure, but that England, 
like Wales, is subject to geo¬ 
graphical divisions and envy 
that are reinforced among 
their rugby dubs. Bath's seri¬ 
al destruction of other clubs' 


hopes and endeavours over 
the past decade or su makes 
Rowell, as their former men¬ 
tor. an easy target of local and 
divisional rivalry. Men behav¬ 
ing badly may have been pan 
of rugby; buffoonery, too; but 
this manifestation of incipient 
hooliganism is a new and 
disturbing phenomenon. 

Yer there are other reasons 
why Rowell should engage a 
more charitable view. Indeed, 
up to a point — the point when 
the partnership between play¬ 
ers and coach finally breaks 
down and which has occurred 
with three of Wales's past four 
coaches — every national 
coach in the four home unions 
should do so. 

A coach's destiny does not 
lie within his control. He is. 
after all. manaded to the 
players, it is with them that 
his fate rests. No position in 
any calling that deems itself 
professional allows so much 


Fflt-W 


Gerald 

Davies 

Rugby Commentary 


control to be in other people's 
hands. This leaves the rugby 
coach in an exposed position. 
He rises or falls on the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
his charges: on the collective 
will of the team or the individ¬ 
ual whims of a player. What¬ 
ever daims are made in his 
favour, it is the players who 
win or lose a match. 

To compare the coach's role 
to that of an executive of a 
commercial company may be 
apposite, and parallels can be 
drawn in terms of manage¬ 
ment. organisation, the set¬ 
ting of objectives and so on. 

The difference, however. 


lies in an important area. 
When the enterprise is going 
well and the targets are ac¬ 
complished, the company ex¬ 
ecutive. as an integral part of 
the ream, is there to share in 
the action and the rewards. 
Equally, when things go 
awiy. he or she is tnm: to 
intervene and so to influence 
in a hands-on capacity any 
change in plan. He or she is 
not remoie. 

The coach, however, is ab¬ 
sent when the action is at its 
height When it matters most, 
isolated and frustrated in his 
bunker, he cannot do a thing 
about iL Thus, accountability 


for the performance, good or 
bad. rests firmly with the 
players. No doubt, all the 
preparation in training had 
gone according to plan. 
Rowell had doubtless shown 
the way and had provided the 
players with their many op¬ 
tions. His task was done. It 
was the execution of all that 
was talked about and prac¬ 
tised that went wrong. 

In another respect, too. the 
national rugby coach is at the 
mercy of others. He is depen¬ 
dent on the quality of the 
coaching at dub level. It is 
here that technique and atti¬ 
tudes are nurtured and in¬ 
grained. Rowell, for instance, 
talks about something called 
“total rugby", but, unless dub 
coaches understand what this 
means and how it is to be 
achieved, then Rowell is hard¬ 
ly likely to change matters on 
the few occasions that he 
meets his players. Under the 


Scotland 
offer their 
top players 
contracts 

By Mark Souster and David Hands 


TWENTY-THREE members 
of Scotland's international 
squad have been offered con¬ 
tracts by the Scottish Rugby 
Union (SRU) that dependent 
upon results, could individual¬ 
ly be worth E25.000. Their 
contracts, which the players 
have been asked to sign by 
tomorrow, raver retrospective¬ 
ly the international against 
Western Samoa last month 
and the five nations’ champ¬ 
ionship. which starts on Janu¬ 
ary 20. 

Each player will receive a 
retainer of £5.000, a match fee 
0 of £3,000 for tiie internationals 
againt Ireland, Wales, France 
and England, and EZ500 for 
playing in the draw with the 
Samoans. The Scots will also 
be paid bonuses of up to 
another E5.500 dependent on 
where they finish in the 
championship table. 


v Italy A Rtet January 6 

R Shephard (Melrose): C Joiner (Mahon). 
S Hastings (WatscnwH). I Jartine (Sdrflng 
County). K Logan (Sorting County); <5 
Townsend (Northampton), B Rndpatfi 
(Meftose): D Won (Bash). K McKenzie 
(Strtq County), p Might (BoroughrruU). 
S Rad (Bwoughrnurj, S Camptefi 
(TXteee HSFP). S Murray (Edhtergh 
Acwfamteab). R Wafanvright (West Hanfe- 
pooi, captain). E Patera (Bath) 


Freddie McLeod, the SRU^ 
senior vicepresident handled 
the drawn-out negotiations 
with Ian McLauchlan, the 
players’ agent and their rep¬ 
resentatives — Rob Wain- 
wright Craig Chalmers and 
Scott Hastings — who have 
recommended acceptance. 

“It is extremely fair and 
represents what the union can 
afford and the reality of the 
new age of professional rug¬ 
by." McLeod said yesterday. 
He estimated that the most 
marketable players in the 
squad, on top of their jobs, 
could boost their income to 
more than £40,000 over the 
five-month period to March 
through commercial activities, 
but accepted that this might 
still not be enough to ensure 
that all Scotland's best players 
resisted overtures from Eng¬ 
land. 

The contracts stipulate that 
the SRU will have first call on 
players, who will also be 
prevented from participating 
in non-essential matches and 
tournaments. The SRU is 
looking at a number of ways to 
underwrite its commitment — 
in the long term, through a 
sponsor's logo on t he interna- 
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Answers from page 31 
MEMBRANACEOUS 

(b) Like a membrane, thin, translucent, papery. “I admire John greatly for 
the way in which he has presented his case. His arguments are, as usuaL 
entirely membranaceous. ~ 

XENODOCHTUM 

(b)A building for the accommodation of strangers, a caravanserai. Greek 
for “a place for the reception of strangers". In that hospitable language. 
xenos means both a stranger and a guest, a foreigner and a mend. This is 
the posh word for a mold. 

APORIA j _ . 

(a) A rhetorical term for patently insincere tnunflity and profeffiaonsUwt 
are not to be taken seriously. For example, by a public speaker, of an 
inability to know how to begin, whar to say. “Unaccustomed as lam to 
public speaking," etc. Frtm the Greek for "being a a toss". A high-dass 
word, to be used only In c onv ersation with philo soph ers such as Isaiah 
Berlin. Anybody else will assume that you are referring to an unpleasant 
form of skm disease. 

INEFFABLE 

(a) Unutterable, tffor. tu? is the Latin for speak. Only two thingsiare 
comfortably described as ineffable— a bore and bliss. “Sir, I cannot teUa 
lie. You are an ineffable bore." Bliss, however, can perhaps ahemanvdy 
be described as unalloyed. 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I, Qxff*! Kxl7 ; 2, Be6* Kfo 3. eS+ KxeS a... Nw& 4. Nrf checkmate); 4, 
RdL f Kfo(4.-.-gS 5, Bxg5 mates swiftly, as does 4,... NciS, W*);5. Ne4+ 
Re%& Bft+jteft7.B checkmate. 


pressure of international 
matches, players wili either 
resort to the type of game that 
they best understand or else 
flounder artlessly with prac¬ 
tices to which they are 
unaccustomed. 

England have had seven 
years of success; but since 
they attempted to expand their 
game against Scotland at 
Murrayneld in 1990. and 
failed, they retreated to a 
partem that they knew best 
The squeezing power of the 
forwards more or less guaran¬ 
teed success; but it also made 
them inflexible. 

This has created a tactical 
culture that has filtered 
through to dubs. Hiis is fine 
as far as it goes. but. if the 
national team is to broaden its 
horizons, it must do so in 
tandem with the clubs. For the 
moment, after the hesitant 
victory against Western Sa¬ 
moa. it is back to basics. 

_ _RUBEN SPR1CH 





tional jersey. For now, the 
SRU will absorb the costs and. 
for the first time in years, 
incur a significant loss. The 
prospects of a second game 
against England each year for 
the Calcutta Cup look doomed 
after the Rugby Football 
Union rebuffed the idea. 

Scotland have selected a 
virtually full-st r eng th side for 
the A-team match against 
Italy in Rieti on January 6. 
After the disappointing perfor¬ 
mance against Western Sa¬ 
moa, the game against the 
Italians takes on a new signifi¬ 
cance.. 

Scotland will experiment 
with Gregor Townsend, of 
Northampton, at stand-off 
half in place of Craig Chal¬ 
mers, with Rowen Shepherd 
selected to kick. Scott Hastings 
and Ian Jardine are reunited 
to add physical presence to the 
midfield. Bryan Redpath is 
preferred to Gary Armstrong, 
who has yet to regain his old 
spark after injujy. The one 
newcomer is Scott Murray, 19, 
tiie 6ft 7in Edinburgh Aca¬ 
demicals lock. 

□ The players who led the 
protest against the French 
federation, that preceded the 
France v New Zealand inter¬ 
national in Toulouse last 
month, have now become 
founding members of a union 
that will represent the inter¬ 
ests of all first-division players 
in France. 

Philippe Saint-Andrt, tiie 
national captain, Emile 
NTamack and Laurent 
Bentoech have helped estab¬ 
lish the Association of Rugby 
Players in the wake of the 
Rugby Union Players’ Associ¬ 
ation. which has been set up in 
Great Britain under the chair¬ 
manship of Robert Norster. 
Bfen&tedi, the prop forward 
from Racing Club, will be the 
new association's president 
and will lead tiie negotiations 
between the federation and the 
players. 

“We have lots of problems to 
work out with both the clubs 
and the federation." Briiezech 
said. “We want a contract for 
all players, not just the inter¬ 
nationals, and it became ap¬ 
parent we would only be taken 
seriously by the federation if 
we represented ail division- 
one players " 

Bernard Lapasset, the 
French federation president, 
said: "It is normal the players 
should be united in talks 
concerning their future, but I 
hope they don't simply come 
demanding more money." 



«. r. M •* - a. 


fMt 















*ry%.Ljlh.u m '■ 




Martina EitL of Germany, speeds to victory In style during the women's Alpine skiing World Cup giant slalom in Veysonnaz yesterday 

Expensive backup speeds to rescue for Bell 


By Graham Duffill 

THE uneven odds that Gra¬ 
ham BelL Great Britain’s lone 
downhill skier, faces in each 
World Cup race will improve 
from the new year when a 
sponsorship deal set up by a 
former racer mil allow him to 
hire a ski serviceman. BelL so 
far effectively a Formula One 
racer without a pit crew, was 
asked by Ronald Duncan, 
who retired in 1993. what he 
most needed if sponsorship 
could be found. 

US Robotics, which sup¬ 
plies computer modems, had 
been to several World Cup 
races with Duncan's corpo¬ 
rate hospitality company and 
wanted to put some money 
into the sport 

With £10,000 from the firm. 




BASKETBALL 


109 Lds Angeles Lakers 98; Mam 112 New 
Jersey 104; Ortando 107 Minnesota 100. 
PtitaMpfe 108 Utah 104; DeHob 102 
MSiwiAea 77; Denver 109 Golden Sara 
104; Phoenix 108 Washington 104. 

7-UP TROPHY: SemMhiala. second tog: 
Brmngham 75 (Dorsey 31. Gordon 20, 
Ucyd 16) London Towers 92 (Lewis 29. 
Windless 18) (London win 156-137 on ago): 
SheffleW 69 (Camtom 17. Gayle 17) 
Wonting 72 (Irish 28, P1a» 23) (Wonting 
win 158-156 on agg) 

CRICKET 

One-day international 

Australia v Sri lanka 

SYDNEY (Sri Lanka mat toss)- Australia 
beat Sn Lanka by Bve wfcftsts 
SW LANKA 

R S Mahanama an out_5 

S T Jayesurto c Hedy b McGrath .. 24 
A P Gurustnha c Waugh b Bevan _.. 38 

P A de SUua c and b Lae . —..— 75 

*A Rarotonga run out .7 

H P TVekeratne c Lee b McGrath ... 62 

tfl S Kflkiwttharana b Kasprowfcz_ 0 

H □ P K Dhaimasena iui out_ 7 

W P U J C Vans run out.. 14 

G P WletaemaalnghB not out .4 

M MuraUharan not out _0 

Extras (to 2. fo It. w5. rtt> 1)... 19 

Total (Swkto. 50 were)_256 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-7, Z32. 3-111. 
4-134, 5-173,6*175, 7-203. 8-239.9-253. 
BOWUNG McGrath 10-1-47-2; Kas- 
prowfcz 10-0-51-1, Lae 100-40-1; Wame 
10-1-53-0: Waugh 6-0-31-ft Bevan 4-0- 
20-1. 

AUSTRALIA 

*MATaylornmout --90 

M J Statei c Kahjwkherana b Vase ._ 10 

M E Waugfi run out . 55 

RT Porting 

c M^ahharan b Dharmasena 56 

SGLWMimoiA —.-. 7 

M G Bran not out.-... 18 

SLeanotou . 4 

Extras (tol 3. w 4). 17 

Total (5 wfkte, 48.4 overs)-257 

H A Heaty. S K Wame, M S Kaspnawicz 
and G D McGrath did not baL 
FALL OF WICKETS-. 1-23, 2-131, 3-192, 
4-212, 5-239 

BOWLING: Wk J ae m aaingha 7-0-24-0: 
Vaas 9-0-50-1. Guusrtia 2 - 0 - 12 - 0 ; 
Rarotonga 1-0-12-0: MuraUharan 10-0- 
52-0: Dhamafiena 8.4041-1; Ja&resunya 
WV3&0. dd Sflwa 4-0-18-0 
Man ol the match: M A Taytor. 


BdL 30 next month, will be 
able to employ a serviceman 
at all races, witii the possible 
exception of those in Japan. 
Ironically, he will still have to 
pay the costs of his own tickets 
on the circuit as the Alpine ski 
team still has no overall 
sponsor. 

With Hans Anewanter, his 
coach, paid for by the British 
Ski Federation, and two 
young racers vying for the slot 
left available to the British 
team in each race after the 
retirement of Martin Bell, 
Graham's brother, the team 
will have its most professional 
backup since 1991. the last 
time that it had a serviceman. 

“It is great news.* 1 Graham 
BelL who started the season 
ranked 45th in the world, said. 
"Every year that goes by it 


_ FOOTBALL _ 

Wednesday's tola results 
COCA-COLA CUP: Fourth round replays: 
Birmingham Cay 2 Mdrflestarough 0. Boron 
Wanderers 0 Norwich City 0 (aet Norwich 
won 3-2 on pens). Revised quarter-final 
drew. Arsenal v Newcastle United; Aston 
Villa v Wotvartiampton Wanderers; Leeds. 
United ,v Raaditg. Norwich City v 


could be your last year, so you 
give il a bit more as there is 
nothing to lose. Without Mar¬ 
tin, there is a Little bit more 
responsibility — if things are 
going badly, you have to turn 
it around on your own." 



Bell: delighted 


ENDSLBGH INSURANCE LEAGUE: First 
dhrfsfarr Southend 2 Port Vate 1. 
SPALDING CUP Second round: Post¬ 
poned: Gateshead v HaStax 
lets LEAGUE: Second dhrtsjon: Edgware 
7 Dntang 0 

LEAGUE OF WALES: League Cup: Group 
one: First round: Porthmadogi Comae; 
Bay 0 Group Bve: FMiowdatM Vale 0 
Ton FcrtreO. 

HIGHLAND LEAGUE: Frasertwgh 0 
Demonvato 1. 

GALOR COUNTY ANTRIM SHELD: Serrt- 
finot Gfenavon 1 Ponadottn 4 faed. 

AVON INSURANCE COkffiDMTKM: Ffcst 
division: Brighton 1 Portsmouth 1. Ipswich 
1 Swindon 0: Norwich 4 CWsea ft 
Tottenham 5 Chariton 1. Second division: 
Caidift 2 TorauayJ. 

PONTNS CENTRAL LEAGUE: First * 
vision; BtacJAun 3 Notts County 1; 
Manchester United 3 Derby County I: 
Notmdham Forest 1 Wasl Bromwich Albion 
3: Oktnam 3 Newcastle 2. Second dhrtshxt: 
Aston VBs 1 Grimsby 0. H4 1 Covonoy Z 
Leicester 6 Bum(ey2. Sunderiovt 2 Yort 1. 
SPRMGHEATK PWNT CAPITAL LEA¬ 
GUE: Futon 3 Cambridge United 0. 


Layton Orient 1 Gttngham 0, Peterborough 
3 SouCiend 2 

GREAT MLLS LEAGUE: Premier dnrfsfcm: 
Tiverton 5 Creditor) 2 Fkst dhitaorc 
WaAngton 1 Btohop Sutton 3 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Firet *■ 
vision: East Cowes 1 Aerostniciures 0. 
SPANISH LEAGUE: AJbacete 2 Athtetlc 
Bi&ao 0; Real Booedaa 0 Tenerife 1: 
Racing Santander 2 Salamanca 1, Attotfco 
Madnd 3 Compostela ft Sporting G<iqn 1 
Valencia 3; Seulla i. Bareetona ft feptaol 
1 Belts 1; Gate 1 Oviedo ft VaHadoM 1 
Rayo Valecano 1: Menda 1 Zaragoza 1. 
DUTCH LEAGUE: Go Ahead Eagles 
Deventer 0 PSV Bndhcwen 5; NAC Breda 0 
Roda JC Kfirioadu ft Apx 1 De GraaJschap 

Doonnchem 0 

INTERNATIONAL MATCH: BrazH3Colonv 
C*a 1 (In Manaus). 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: FA Premier 
League undw-19 Trophy: Essex 8 
Hertfordshire 0 St dement wnes under- 
19 Trophy: Essex 0 5 Hertfonfclwe B 1. 
Northarts under-19 Cup: Final: Northanp- 
ton 2 Henry Gotth. Kettemg 1. Northyto 
under-16 Cup: FInat weavers, WeSng bo¬ 
rough 1 Campon. Bugbmote S. 


PING LEADBtBOARD: 1. L Daw* (Eng) 
397 73pb: 2 . A Sorenstam (Swe) 311 SO; 3. 


E Daniel (US 245 77; 4, L Neumann (Swe) 
223 36; 5. D Mochne (USj 202.65. 6, K 
Robbins (US) 180.00; 7. E Kng IUSI 
155 37; B. M McGoiyi (LSI 154 33; 9. M 
Malon (US) 14630; 1ft T Green (US) 
138 66 CMhom 14. A Nicholas lEng) 
12215; 28. L Fanctough (Eng) 79 00. 48. C 
Plan* (Eng) 50.25. 54. T Johnson (Eng) 
44J8; 63. P Wright (Scot) 40 16. 75. K 
Marshall (Scot) 34 DB. _ 

_ HOCKEY _ 

INTERNATIONAL MATCH: Egypt 1 Great 

Britain 3 (in Cairo). 

ICE HOCKEY ~ 

LAUSANNE: Olympic quteRylng tour¬ 
nament Group A: Swrceriand 2 Great 
Bntain 2 

MOSCOW: beveafla Cup: Czech Repubic 6 
Canada 6; Czech Rapubfc: 1 Finland 0 

NORDIC SKIING 

PREDAZZD. ftariyr World Cup: Mem 
Combined: 1, J Mantua (Fin) 35min 
27Ssaa. Z K Apeiand (Nor) at 35 36 3:3. F 
Uaxtoera (Nor) 35-40 6:4. T Abratis (Getl 
35:47.1; 5. E Bprra (Nor) 35 52^: 6. H 
Skaid (Nor) 36:416. World Cup posttons: 
1. Apeiand 2Blpts: Z Mamla 285. 3 E V 
B(ar» (NoO 2S5; 4. K Ognwara (Japan) 225; 
5. F UxKtoerg (SWe) 215 _ 

_ RACING _ 

Lingfield Park 

Going: heavy 

12L30 (2m 110yd) 1. Oidhfl Wood (N Mann, 


i Bell travels with up to 14 
: pairs of skis and spends two 
to three hours each day pre- 
: paring them, which some- 
: times means that he has to 
i forfeit fitness training ses¬ 
sions. Most important unlike 
all other racers, he has to 
guess the night before what 
conditions will be the next 
morning as he has no time to 
re-wax the skis on the morn¬ 
ing of the race if it suddenly 
snows or the temperature 
changes. 

While others will have at 
least two pairs of race skis 
prepared at the top of the 
mountain, he can carry up 
only one pair. 

Bell has yet to decide who to 
choose for the job, but be¬ 
lieves that a serviceman, ei¬ 
ther from the manufacturer. 

i i v-.'Vr 


14-1); Z None Soncd (7-4 lav); 3. Pete The 
Parson (9-4). 11 ran NH. Courtry Boy r*l. 
91 S Menu. Tote Cl640, C250. Cl 10. 
£1.60. DF C27 80 Tno- C15 90 CSF: 
£37 54 

1.00 (3m 110yd) 1. KBcoran Bay (Mr A 
Balding, 9-4 (I4av), 2. Darter (9-4 (i-lav); 3. 
Ban Voyage (16-1). 19 t an NR UnfiM 
Front. HI, §L I Bakiw Tote £390: E1.70. 
£250.53.40 DF: £6 GO Trio: Cl05SO CSF- 
C8.1B. 


LaJ (20-1) 8ran.9l.2'W. DNtcholson Toler 
£3 3ft £1.40. £120. £2.40 DF: £2 60. CSF- 
£536. 

200 (2m 31 110yd) 1. Preenka Girt ID 
Bridgwater. 4-1); 2. Jadidh (10-11.3. Twice 
)ran 41,21 MPipe Tote 


Bndgwser. 4-l»: 2, Jadidh (10-11.3. Twice 
A Night (7-2 law-10 ran 41.3 MPipe Toie 
£4.10; Si2ft £230. £1.10. DF. £33.40. Tno. 
£39 10 CSF- £38.31. TrfcasT. E13721 
2.30 (2m 110yd) 1. Nordansk (B Fenton, 7- 
2);2.Neflegrtty(14-ll 1 3.Tickiaiy'sGi1l (14- 
1). Most Equal 5-2 lav. it ran. 6L HI M 
MatowidCfote £45ft£ISO.£220.C2 90 
DF: £24.80. Trio- £209 n CSF. £49 45 
Trnasc £579 69 

3.00 (2m) 1. Aadean (J R Kavanagh, 7-2): 
2. Potesmans Pride (8-1): 3. Rwer Levan (5- 
6 taw) 7 ran NR Ferae. 91. W G Ennrfx 
Tote:£330; £2D0. C2B0. DF-Ell 50. CSF: 
£2729 Tricast C38 0O. 

330 (&n 110yd) 1. Mtoter Morose' (D 
Welsh. 4-1); 2. Sutotand Moss (3-1 lav). 3. 
Phar From Fimny (7-1) 17 ran. hB- Flying 
Gunner. My Son Tom 41. 81 N Twtstor- 
Davtes Tote. ES3ft 12 40. Cl.70. £220 
DF £790. Tno- £2580. CSF- £16.78. 
Quadpot C31 70 
Pbcepot C4750. 

Lmonter cancstod — Iroet 




FOOTBALL (ZO); Srcsexv Essex 

NavtonvLrodMSC 

Endsleigh Insurance League RUGBY 

First dMaion . _ , , . 

Ipswicn v Bamstey (7.45) . 


(2^)): Sussex v Essex n2.0).Otfier mafcdr 
Newton v Leeds (2 0). 

RUGBY UNION 


Scottish Schools v French Schools 

Second cfivfalon (at MunayfteW. 2 0).. -. 

S^ 1 vYSf(^ d ..^. 45) •. :; :r. Tennants 

(atfteggcttend.b.0) . 


Third division 

Leyton afenl v Rochdale (7.45) . 

BORD QMS LEAGUE OF IRELAND; 
Premtar dvtakiK Athtone v Cork (6.0); 
Drogheda v St Patrick's Am (7.4SI; 
Shsuaro v Galway (7.45). 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: 
ftral (ftMon: Nantvrich v Eastwood H. 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: FA Premier 
League under-16 Trophy. Surrey v Kent 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
Youth international match 
Barb Young Ucrs v Auswafia 

tad Mt Pleasant, Batley. 7 30) . 

OTHER SPOfTT 

BASKETBALL^ B u dw o t ao r laague: New- 
castle v Sheffield (8 0). 


Volkl's, race departmenL or 
someone dosely linked to the 
Bavarian company is needed. 
“You need someone who can 
go back to the factory at the 
weekend and get the |skij 
bases re-ground or pick up on 
any innovations,” he said 

Bell is doubtful whether he 
will have the advantage of the 
serviceman in time for the 
next downhilL at Bonnio on 
December 29. but is hopeful 
for the Kilzbuhel downhill on 
the mighty Hahnenkamm 
course. 

Two seasons ago, he had 
one of his best results, twelfth 
place, at Kitzbuhel on argu¬ 
ably the toughest course in tiie 
world, which proved beyond 
any doubt that, in skiing 
ability, he can match the 
best 


_ RACKETS _ 

CRJEEN-S CLUB: Pubic schools 
cJmmpiofisrtps: Seniors: Foster Cup: 
Fmat N Battoy (Elan) b) G SmIBvBtngham 
(Eton) 15-3. 11-15, 15-1. 15-6 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

STONES CHAMPtONSHP: CeateKttl 26 
St Hetens 1ft Sheffield 38 HaMax 14; 
Warrington 34 Bradford 44 Second di¬ 
vision: Postponed: Caritele v Oonca^lrs 

RUGBY UNION 

SWALEC CUP: Fourth round: Rhymnay 13 
Nelson 3. 

CIS COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: Southern 
group: Pool throe: Middlesex 10 Kam 10 
(at Inter Cocxt) 

SKIING 

KRANtSKA GORA, Slovenia: World Cup: 
Mon: Giant slalom: 1. L K»is (Nor) 
(S»28sec,59 46) 1mm 58.7486c: 2. M von 
GrOngen Ownz) (5936, 58.90) 158 96; 3. 
M Ftefler (Austria) 15953 58.8311-5921; 4. 
K A Aamodt (59 63 58.61) 1-5824. 5. U 
haefei (Swia) (58 14. TO014) 15828. 3 C 
Saioni (Fr) (5859. 58.61) VS950. World 
Cup posUtoriK Giant stetom: 1, Von 
Grunigon 460pls: Z Kjus 390; 3 H hnaus 
tAustrla) 246; 4. Kaeiin 241: 5. f Nybern 
(SWol 184:3 S Locher (Ewicr) 162. Omrato 

1. K)U5 74ft 2. Vor GrtWgen 48ft 3. Kntert 
377; 4. Nyberg 317; 5. L Alftend (Fr) 296 

VEYSONNAZ, Svritzeriand: World Cup: 
Women: Giant slalom: i. M Erfi (Gar) 
(SBtosec, imn 01 T3sec) 2min 00.06soc 
3 SPanzantm (Ha) (59 50.1-0205)2^1 S: 
3. A Wachter (Ausma) (5942 10237) 
201 7ft 4. K Rolen (Swrtz) (5933 102651 
202435.LPiccard (Frjfl jM 24. 10230) 
20254; 3 A Massnozer (Austna) (1.00.12. 
10248) 20261. World Cup posttionK 
Gent slatomc 1. Em 2C0pts; 2, Wachter 
105; 3, Parcarwm 104: aq^l 4, MeissnUzer 
and Rolen ICO Owrafc 1, Meissnftzsr 488, 

2. Wachter 43ft 3. K Secinger (Per) 405-. 4. 
Ertl 333; 3 M Dortmalslw (i^KIrta) 34ft 3 P 
Street (US) 32a 

TENNIS 

CUBAN'S CUJ8: British Women's Absoo- 
atoon Christmas tournament Quarter¬ 
finals: J Lutrova (Aes) bt J Dawson 
(Sussex) W,6-ftE Bond (aoucestersWre) 
bt F Heam (Mtodtesexl 6-3. 6-2. M Mali 
(Sen) bt I Wyai rOxosnj 6-2.6-2 C Taylor 
(Chon) bt S Lydon (Somerset) 7-6. 6-4. 
Semrtnab; Lutrova bt Bond 5-7,6-0. M\ 
Taylor bt Max 6-2. 6-1 

WATCH OR N: LtA writer aeries: Finals: 
htaraS Can (Lefcs)blR Briggs (Derbyslwe) 
6-3. 6-1. Women: A Srntti (Stalfc) bl T 
Croaon (Derbyd*c) 7-6. 6-2 - 


Gillespie 
asked 
to explain 
his late 
decision 

By Dick Hinder 

THE late abandonment of the 
Cheltenham race meeting ear¬ 
lier this month is to be 
investigated by the Jockey 
Club's disciplinary committee. 
Having studied reports pre¬ 
pared after raring was called 
off on December 9. the Jockey 
Club stewards have derided 
that the committee should 
hold an inquiry to determine 
whether Edward Gillespie, 
the acting clerk of the course, 
complied with the rules of 
raring. 

“It has yet to be clarified 
which rules are in question, 
just that there is a case to 
answer." John Maxse, a Jock¬ 
ey Club spokesman, said. 
“There are a number of in¬ 
structions issued to clerks 
which they are asked to follow 
and a clerk should at all times 
act in a professional manner. 

“The most obvious similar 
case was at Newcastle two 
years ago, on Fighting Fifth 
Hurdle day, when raring was 
abandoned and the clerk of the 
course, David Farm ley. was 
fined £600." 

The late derision to aban¬ 
don the Cheltenham meeting, 
which featured theTripleprini 
Gold Cup. caused controversy 
as no warn ings that the fixture 
was in jeopardy because of 
frost had been issued. Some 
8,000 racegoers had been 
admitted to the Prestbury 
Park course when the aban¬ 
donment was announced at 
1255 — 35 minutes after the 
time scheduled for the delayed 
first race. No date has been set 
for the inquiry. 

With the weather threaten¬ 
ing to play havoc with the 
Boxing Day fixtures, clerks of 
courses will be under pressure 
over the holiday period, but 
there was no controversy over 
the cancellation of Uttoxeler 
yesterday, because of frost 
Lingfield. the remaining fix¬ 
ture, went ahead, although the 
going was bottomless. 

One horse that revelled in 
the testing ground was the 
David Nicholson-trained St 
Mellion Fairway, who made 
an impressive debut over 




Gillespie: answerable 

fences by comfortably 
accounting for Betty’s Boy, a 
previous winner. 

The strapping six-year-old, 
formerly with Jim Old. looked 
an above-average recruit as he 
galloped clear by nine lengths 
in the Lowndes Lambert Nov¬ 
ices’ Chase. 

“He came to me at the 
beginning of September," 
Nicholson said. “He's a nice 
young horse, but we shan't go 
mad with him." 

Richard Dun woody, who is 
on the crest of a wave, with 
trainers in Great Britain and 
Ireland clamouring for his 
services, solved one holiday 
problem by announcing yes¬ 
terday that he was going to 
Ireland on Wednesday, after 
his important Boxing Day 
date with One Man. 

He has passed up the oppor¬ 
tunity to partner Montelado in 
the Bon lisp rint Christmas 
Hurdle on the second day of 
the Kempton meeting. In¬ 
stead. he will be at 
Leopard st own, where his 
principal ride will be Gimme 
Five, in the Ir £80,000 Paddy 
Power Handicap Chase. 

“Richard was never definite¬ 
ly booked for Montelado, 
though he was offered the 
ride," Robert Parsons, Dun- 
woody's agent, said. "He has a 
gentlemen’s agreement with 
Gimme Five’s trainer. 
Edward O'Grady, and Der¬ 
mal Weld, so he has decided to 
ride for them on Wednesday. 

“They also have plenty of 
runners on Boxing Day but 
were kind enough to free 
Richard to partner One Man 
in the King George VI Chase." 

Bat Flynn, Montelado*5 
trainer, may now turn to 
Adrian Maguire. “I under¬ 
stand Richard is under a lot of 
pressure and I'm sure we’ll get 
something sorted.” Flynn said. 
“There are plenty of good 
jockeys available." 

Dun woody will also be in 
action at Leopardstown on 
Thursday, when there is a 
possibility that the champion 
jockey will partner Master 
Oats in the Ericsson Chase, 
though O'Grady is represent¬ 
ed by Time For A Run- 
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the times 


England may gamble by playing five bowlers in Port Elizabeth Test 


Gallian’s failure changes scenario 

aumini8B»e»la.BPiu«i 


From Aian Lee 

CRICKET CORRESPONDENT 
IN PIETERMARITZBURG 


PIETERMARITZBURG (sec¬ 
ond day of three): England XI, 
with eight first-innings wickets 
in hand , are 83 runs behind 
the South African Students XI 


THE latest attempt to conquer 
the jinx that appears to hang 
over England’s No 3 position 
came to nothing yesterday and 
there is an increasing prospect 
of the touring side abandon¬ 
ing hope of playing a specialist 
into form in time for the fourth 
Test which starts on Boxing 
Day. The potential change of 
balance would elevate Jade 
Russell into the top six and 
allow England the attacking 
luxury of five bowlers. 

For different reasons, Mark 
Ramprakash and John Craw¬ 
ley have already fallen by the 
wayside: yesterday, it was die 
turn of Jason Gallian. Has¬ 
tened into action after his 
summons from Pakistan. 
Gallian had made an unprom¬ 
ising start by dislocating a 
finger in the field. He man¬ 
aged only three singles with 
the bat before falling to a ball 
that bounced freakishly if, in 
the circumstances, somehow 
symbolically. 

When a forlorn Gallian 
trailed off shortly after lunch, 
the day was fast turning from 
one of sultry sunshine into a 
chill greyness, the prelude to a 
spectacular thunderstorm in 
late afternoon. Doubtless, the 
change matched the sharp 
decline in. Gallian’s expecta¬ 
tions. A big score here would 
have encouraged England to 
play him in Port Elizabeth; as 
it is. the thoughts of the 
management are focusing on 
a shift of strategy. 

The pitch at St George’s is 
likely to be slow and low — 
rather like this one. tn fact — 
and. if England are to have 
any hope of bowling out the 
South Africans twice, they 
need ail available options. 
With the best wfll in the world, 
it cannot be claimed that Mike 
Watkinson has made a com¬ 
pelling case for inclusion, but 
there is perhaps an even- 
money chance of England 
pursuing that course. 

If they do, the man most 
likely to be subjected to some 
gentle arm-twisting and the 
instruction to bat at first 
wicket down is not Graham 
Thorpe, who did the job 
reluctantly and unsuccessfully 
after Crawley’s injury in Dur- 


Atherton square cuts Boje for four on his way to a fluent half-century. The same bowler later had the England captain caught at slip 


ban. but Robin Smith, who 
has batted consistently in the 
Tests at No 6. where his ability 
against fast bowling is, to 
some degree, being wasted. 

England gleaned little from 
the cricket yesterday. The 
tumbling of wickets in die first 
hour on Wednesday was a 
fleeting illusion: once the 
dampness left the surface, the 
pitch began to behave in the 
bland way so common in 
South Africa. 

Poor weather has been but 
one of England^ frustrations 
on this tour. The standard of 
opposition, away from the 
Tests, and pitches that have 
consistently discouraged posi¬ 
tive cricket, have also con¬ 
spired against them. 
Bizarrely. there are players 
approaching the penultimate 
Test of the tour still unsure 
whether they are in form. 


Mark Dott has few doubts. 
He is. anyway, a man of self- 
sustaining buoyancy and his 
six wickets here must guaran¬ 
tee his retention for Fort 
Elizabeth. A worry persists, 
however, over Peter Martin, 
who was advised not to bowl 
yesterday morning because of 


the discomfort in his right 
armpit 

Although he has felt the 
condition for three weeks. 
Martin was indirectly a victim 
of the team bus breaking 
down (Hi Wednesday morn¬ 
ing. “As we arrived so late, 
there was no time to warm up 


SA STUDENTS Xfc Rrc» Innings 

AWessetecSnttibrk*_ 6 

■G F J liebenborg c Russel] b Martin . 12 

M van Jaasveld b too ...2 

N Adams c Russet b llott... 0 

tN Pothas c Snih b WaOdnson __ 147 

V Wandrag c SrnMt b llolt_0 

M J G Daws c Russell b loa —. 44 

N Bow e Atherton bllctt.. 51 

B P Horan not out ..... 1 

Extras (lb 2. w 1. nb 3).. . 6 

Total (8 vrids (fete)-269 

J D Albania and J September dtt not bat 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-6.2-19. 3-23. 4-23. 
5-23.6-108. 7- 265. &2S9 
BOWLING: llott 24-6-8^6-. Martin 11-5- 
33-1; Gallian 50-19-0; WaUOrEcn 17.1-4- 
54-1; fflngworth 24-3650, Hick 50-7-0. 


ENGLAND XI: Rna Inrtngs 
•M A Atherton c Liebenberg b Bote.. 50 

A J Stewart not out . .. 89 

J E R Gsflan c Weseete b Atoang ..3 

G P Thorpe not out..37 

Extras |b4, w 1, r*>2) . ___7 

Total (2 wkts) __ 1B6 

G A Hick. R A Smith. tR C Russel. 
M Watfdnsoa PJ Martin. RK Uflngworth 
end MG non to bar 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1 -86.2-104 
BOWLING. AJbene 9-2-32-1; September 
12-2-29-0: Davis 31-8-43-0: Horan 4-0- 
11-0: Boje 13-1-45-1; Wandrag 9-2- 
22-0 

Umpires: R B Shah and S F Marais. 


properly and I think that 
made it worse when I had to 
bowl and throw straight¬ 
away,*' he said. Martin ex¬ 
pects. and needs, to bowl later 
today in a game that looks to 
have nowhere to go other than 
stalemate. 

The Students XI. rightly 
gratified by their recovery 
from 23 for five, baited on for 
4.1 overs yesterday, in which 
time they lost Nic Pothas and 
Nicky Boje, after their sev¬ 
enth ^wicket stand of 157. 
Pothas gave a difficult diving 
chance to mid-off. where Mar- 
tin's unavailing dive can have 
done his condition no favours, 
before pulling a long-hop from 
Watkinson to mid-wicket. This 
was desultory cricket, and the 
remainder of the day saw little 
improvement 

Against two lively. Coloured 
new-ball bowlers. Michael 


Atherton played fluently for 
his 50 after surviving a chance 
to gully. He was out caught at 
slip off the top edge, as he 
swept at Boje’s left-arm spin. 
Then, after Gallian’s brief and 
inconclusive audition. Alec 
Stewart continued his prolific 
form in the non-Test section of 
the tour. 

At the dose, he was unbeat¬ 
en on S9 and has now amassed 
534 first-class runs against the 
provincial and composite op¬ 
position at an average of 89. 
He has earned the right to 
continue opening in the Test 
side, though England still ‘ 
require evidence that he can 
rid himsdf of the cavalier 
strokes with which he has so 
regularly sold his wicket. Yes¬ 
terday did not resolve that, 
any more than it solved any of 
England's other pressing 
concerns. 



Bevan’s boundary sets record 


A BOUNDARY from Michael Bevan 
with two balls to spare, completed a 
record-breaking five-wicket win for 
Australia over Sri Lanka in the World 
Series Cup game at Sydney yesterday. 

Bevan. who will be vice-captain of 
Yorkshire next season, hit a roll from 
Kumara Dharmasena. an off spinner, 
to the fence at long-off to take Australia 
to 257 for five — the highest total by any 
side batting second in 86 one-day 
matches at the SCG- 

Mark Taylor, the captain, was Aus¬ 
tralia’s top scorer with 90. while Mark 
Waugh and Ricky Renting completed 
half-centuries to help the side to main¬ 
tain its 100 per cent record in the 
competition after three matches. Austra¬ 
lia’s previous highest innings batting 
second in Sydney was 242 for seven, to 
bear that against Sri Lanka in 1984-85. 

The Sri Lankan innings of255 for nine 
yesterday was built around a sparkling 


75 from Aravinda de Silva and 62 from 
Hashan TUlekeratne, the latter keeping 
the scoreboard ticking over while wick¬ 
ets fell. He hit his runs from 67 balls. 

De Silva was given an extra run at the 
end of his innings after Printing, who 
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had the ball in his right hand, was 
adjudged to have touched the fence as he 
pulled back a drive, which turned three 
into four. 

Sanath Jayasuriya. the opening bats¬ 
man. set a lively tempo, hitting 24 from 
26 balls, including 14 off one over from 
Michael Kasprowicz. before falb'ng to 


Glenn McGrath, who forced an edge to 
Ian Healy behind the wicket 

The Sri Lankans placed the ball 
cleverly, but took too many liberties 
with foe Australia fielders, who 
achieved four run-outs. The batsmen 
were twice penalised for running one 
short 

West Indies are bottom of the table, 
having lost all their three matches, as 
the competition takes a break for the 
second Test between Sri Lanka and 
Australia, which starts in Melbourne 
next week- 

□ Damien Martyn was dismissed yes¬ 
terday as captain of Western Australia 
after 15 months in the job. Martyn. who 
took over at the age of 22. has been 
replaced by Tom Moody, the former 
Test batsman, who will lead Worcester¬ 
shire again next season. 


Scoreboard, page 33 


Windcheetah races into the future 

M ike Burrows, de- Peter Bryan looks 48rain 58sec — beating Joy 1 

signer of the revolu- - ; - figures by Ihr I7min 02s« 

tionary Lotus track at the imnart nf a However. Wilkinson cannr 


M ike Burrows, de¬ 
signer of the revolu¬ 
tionary Lotus track 
bike on which Chris Board- 
man won an Olympic gold 
medal in 1992. has unveiled 
his new design aimed at 
setting new speed records on 
the road. 

The Windcheetah is 
Burrows's latest “baby" and 
this time he has amended the 
basic design of a machine that 
was briefly fashionable 70 
years ago in which the rider is 
seated in a redining position. 

The Windcheetah variant 
has two wheels at the front to 
provide stability. A larger rear 
wheel houses a block of eight 
sprockets linked by a chain 
transmission to three chain- 
wheels positioned ahead of 
the front wheels and allowing 
a choice of 24 gears. The rider 
sits in a moulded bucket seat 
with his legs stretched out in 
front Cover the chassis with a 


at the impact of a 
revolutionary cycle 


carbon-fibre shell and you 
have a machine capable of 
50mph and known as a Hu¬ 
man Powered Vehicle (HPV). 

The Windcheetah. made by 
the Seat of The Pants Com¬ 
pany, of Sale, Cheshire, had 
its first speed outing m Octo¬ 
ber. ridden by Andy- Wilkin¬ 
son, over a formidable 211- 
mile route bum Liverpool to 
Edinburgh that includes 
climbs at Shap Fell and the 
Devil's Beef Tub. 

His target was the record of 
9hr 06 min set by Ken Joy, a 
professional rider, on a bicy- 
de41 years ago. Apart from a 
slight delay, when Wilkinson 
unshipped his chain, he 
reached Edinburgh in 7hr 


48min 58sec — beating Joy’s 
figures by Ihr I7min 02sec. 
However, Wilkinson cannot 
daim his time as a record 
because he had not given 
notice of his ride to the Road 
Records Association, the nat¬ 
ional body that verifies and 
certifies claims. 

“Perhaps the only thing I 
missed compared with a con¬ 
ventional bike was that I 
couldn't dance on the pedals 
out of the saddle when climb¬ 
ing some of the tougher hills," 
Wilkinson said afterwards, 
adding that he may undertake 
a mixed programme of rides 
next year should the uncon¬ 
ventional mount be formally 
recognised. 

The luxury of a HPV does 
not come cheaply. Expect to 
pay around £6,000 for a 
model similar to that ridden 
by Wilkinson. Without the 
“shdr. the price comes down 
to £2340. 


Side flaps to take food 
on the move - hand ... 
signals on right aide 




t --'jV 


Two front 


beefcake PantoAJr |jlW4!l 

subSty ' r - 


Devs'* jr 
BeerfTrfb^t 


SPECIFICATION 
From wheels 20 (n dlsm 
Hear wheel Z7Tn dlam 


Overall length' 
Height 3lt So 

Cost £6.000 



211 miles ! 
7hr49mbi 5Ssec 
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SHE BU& The Bride7shZ*bOOt and A Little NigM Aftefc 
S? 0 ?ortoGw!wh^ had disastrous notices but ran for five and a 
half years. FeterDwafei 
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TALK RADIO 




mas 


6.00am Sandy Warr 7 J00 Simon Bares 
1000 Jonathan King 12.00 Tommy 
Boyd 2.00pro Anna Raeburn 400 Scott 
Chisholm and Lowri Turner 7 M Sean 
Boigar 9 l00 Moz Dee HUM MB® Alan 
1 . 00 - 6 . OOam Ian Colins 


VIRGIN RADIO 


ftOOam Russ *n' Jong 9JXJ Rfchand 
Skinner 12.00 Graham Dene 4O0pm 
Nicky Home 7.30 Paid Coyte IOlOQ 
Mark Forrest 2to0am Howard Pearce ‘ 


6.00am On Air. Bridge (The See); 
Brahms (Symptony No 3 in 
F); Dana (Wind Ourntat in E 
Art); Besptghf (Aretusa); 8.06 
Liszt (Soirees de Vienne No 3 
in E): Vivaldi (Aria Sposa son 
disprezzata); IL32 Symphony 
Series: Mozart (Symphony No 
37 in G) 

OjOO Iteming Collection wfth 
. Paul G amba ccinl- Faure 
(Dofly State: ICala and 
Mariefle Lab6que, piano 
duet); Beethoven (CeUo 
Sonata In D: Pierre Fournier, 
cello. Wahelm Kempff, piano); 
Massenet (Suite No 3. Scenes 
dramaflquea) 

10.00 Musical Encounters, with 
Main Nteoteon. Leopold 
Mozart (Trumpet Concerto ki 
0); 10.10 a selection of 
carols, including Stifle Nacht; 
WAS Artist of the Week : 

Martin Roscoe, piano, plays 
Schubert (Plano Sonata in C 
minor); 11-05 Mozart 
(Requiem fn D minor) 

12.00 Composer of tfw Week: 
Zetenka (Allegro. Concerto a 

8 In G; Requiem In D) 

1.00pm St David** Hall Recital 
Thomas Bowes. vioBn. 

Seanor Alberga. piano, play 
Szymanowski (Three Myths. 
Op 30); John Metcalf 
(Traradfee Haunts) 

24X1 Umertck Choice. The best 
listener's limerick on a 
musical (heme 


220 Mozart. A Musical Joke; 

Adagio and Rondo in C 
100 Mining the Archive. A tribute 
to the composer Alan Bush 
&20 Turns of tn* Century. A, - 
celebration of the comedfen 
Victoria Wood 

430 Songs of Winter (r). See. : 
Choice 

5lOO The Music Machine 
5.15 In Tune. Daquh (Nod sue 
les jeuxd'anches);6.03 • ' 
Schnittke (Variations on Sale. 
Nacbt): Scnabto (Prometheus 
— the Poem of-Fro] 

7 JO Amsterdam Mahler 

FeaUwd. Jard van Nes, alto; : 
Women erf the Netherlands - 
Radio Choir; Children's ■ 
Chorus of St Bavo, Haarlem; 
Vienna Philharmonic 
Orchestra under Barnard. 
Haitink perform Mahler 
(Symphony No 3). The fourth 
*r a series oil 5 concerts 
9130 Cinema 100; The Dream 
Project The director Peter * 
Greenaway talks about his. ■ 
ultimate fantasy Him (4/4) 

9-50 Fairest tele: Britannia at the 
Opera. Orchestra oftha Age 
of Enlightenment under 
Nicholas Kraamer. Excerpt*, 
from the 1753 version of 
Thomas Ame s Atfrad WBh 
D«ana Montague, Nicholas 
Seas and Mark Padmore - 
1D.50-1.oaam Hear and New. A 
performance ol Alan Bush 
(Dialectic for string quartet) 


am Shipping Forecast (LW 
only) 6.00 News Briefing, i 


2.00 News; The Classic Sertah. 


Bamaby Rudge (r) ' 

3.00 Newt; The Afternoon Shtft 
4.00 News 4.05 Kaleidoscope _ 
4 -45 The Story of Doctor 
• Op * * * * * * * 8 ****. Hugh lofting 

5.00 PM 5^0 swppng Forecast 
6.00 News 6JQ Going Place* 
7.00 News 7.05 The Archer* 

7.20 Pick of tee Week 
8-05 Any Questions? Wfth Max 
Hastings. Editor ert the 
Evening Standard; Roy 
Hatterslay. MP; Ann 
Widdecombe. Minister of 
State at the Home Office; and 
Dr WBfcam Wallace, soon to' 

„ __ be a Lfoeral Democrat peer 
8^0 Those Cete Days 0/5) 

9.15 Letter from America -■ 

9 ' ao »SS' FKtore « 

10.00 The World Tonight 

10- 45 Book at Bedtime: The <*. 

Between. Rnal part of ' 

LP Hartley’s story ' r . 

im Week EiKJlng. News satire. 

11- 25 Fourth Column 

11- 45 Big Bands, Big Lndarsr T X 

12- 00 ^ws, 0 ® ^7ainvie^8r - 

1Z30 The Lata Boole Mies 

„ _ Faafing for Sno*~ ; 

1^46 Silppirto Forecast 1 M A*c 

World AanfiM 


7JO, 8.00. 8^0 News 6^5. 
7.55 Weather 725. 8 25 
Sport 7^45 Thought lor the 
Day 8 j 40 The Doomsday 
Letter (2/3) 8J8 Weather 
9.00 News 9.05 Desert Island 
Discs. With the poet and 
academic Or George "Dadie" 

Ftylands ( f J 

9AS Letters from Ireland 
10.00-1030 News; Print tee 

Legend (FM only). The way 
history has been portrayed on 
the big screen (677) 

10.00 An Act of WoreMp (LW only) 
10.15 Those Glorious Songs of 
Old (LW cnly) (5/5) 

1030 Woman’s Hour. Jarml Murray 
presents hicftilights erf the 
Woman's Hour year 
1130 The Natural History 

Prog ram me Joanna PinnocX 
chairs a seasonal natural 
history quiz 

12.00 News; You and Yours 
1226pm The Food Programme 
12^5 Weather 
1JX) Tha World at One 
1.40 The Archers (r) us 
Shipping ForecasT 


^ RADra 1* PM 97.6-99.8. RADIO 2. FM 88S>- 
902. RADIO 3. FM 905-S.4. RADIO 4. FM IW MW 

720. RADIO 5 LIVE. MW 633. 90S. WORLD SEHWCE MW 6& St 
188 p24M55«ml. CLASSIC RL FM 100-102. VIRGIN flAHWY 

T* ra<g 0 ^ B ^ n g* P»«d by Peter Dear, Gfflte -JUbcnry, 
Rosemary Smith and Susan Thomson 
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Christmas isn’t Christmas until Christmas 


F or a channel controller, 
Christmas shopping is a 
haphazard and neurotic af¬ 
fair. in the months preceding the 
big festival. his scribbled list 
(“Something nice for Christmas 
Eve. Something funny. Something 
with Patricia Routledge in it") 
grows so grubby in his fund that it 
virtually disintegrates. In mid- 
October he wakes up in the night 
yelling “No! No! I forgot 2 Point 4 
Children'" And so, just like the 
rest of us, he keeps acquiring 
things for' Christmas in a vague 
and worried way. because he still 
hasn't found perfection. 

The outcome is inevitable. When 
the day finally arrives for allocat¬ 
ing his booty, he is aghast at the 
mountains of mediocre stuff he has 
bought. He sits on the floor with 
his fingers in.his mouth. He finds 
to his horror that he must schedule 
his Christmas special of The De¬ 
tect i\vs on Thursday December 21, 
four days early, because other¬ 


wise it won't go out at alt. 

That's my explanation, anyway. 
Every year the two weeks around 
Christmas creak heavily with 
hopeful “specials" which didn’t 
make the grade, and the sight is 
poignant, like seeing fat puppies 
tethered outside Battersea Dogs 
Home. The Detectives last night 
(BBC!) was a perfect example of an 
aspirational script written for 
Christmas Eve. or even Christmas 
Day. yet ruthlessly shunted into a 
less significant slot. Bob and Dave 
(Robert Powell and Jasper Carrort) 
enjoyed some routine yuletide 
calamities — their scrawny, one- 
legged turkey was run over by a 
car — and the plot turned on 
seasonal goodwill. With a few egg 
noggs inside you. it might have 
been OK. But shown on the 
Thursday before Christmas, its “so 
what?” factor was unfairly high. 

Did The Detectives deserve 
dogs’-home treatment? Well, there 
were some passably funny scenes. 


The boys used blue-and-whiie 
police tape to wrap their presents; 
they made a sad excursion to an 
off- licence where “buy three 
lagers, get one free" prompted 
them to keep augmenting their 
order, until finally they bought 7S. 
“With the money we've saved." 
they reasoned, “we can buy six 
more!" On the minus side, how¬ 
ever. you may call me an incorrigi¬ 
ble old moralist but the idea of two 
comical policemen forgiving a 
handbag-snatcher because he is 
Dave’s brother and because it is 
Christmas never seemed quite 
satisfactory, even for Christmas 
Day. You wouldn't catch Charles 
Dickens endorsing it. anyway. 

T he last of the current run of 
Secret lives on Channel 4 
deal! with Che Guevara — 
the man behind the myth, as the 
dich£ goes. Che appeared in 
fabulous old Cuban propaganda 
fool age, helping with the sugar- 


REVIEW 



Lynne 

Truss 


cane harvest and striking hand¬ 
some attitudes under a beret. His 
“secret life" (ie. the dirt) mainly 
concerned his ruthlessness as a 
revolutionary’, his willingness to 
execute the opposition. 

“This was not a dilemma of 
conscience for him." said his old 
chums. But who among us be¬ 
lieved revolutionaries to be big 
softies, anyway? 

“On behalf of the revolution, I 


demand, are you an oppressor of 
the people?" 

“Er. yes I am. But you’re not 
going to shoot me next to a big pit. 
are you?" 

“Good grief, of course not-1 just 
wanted to clear a few things up. 
Have these three lagers. And. yes, 
it’s your lucky day. Have another 
one free." 

Secret Lives told Che’s story 
dearly and absorbingly, and failed 
only to mention the eerie parallel 
between Ch£ and Butch Cassidy — 
getting senselessly killed in Boliv¬ 
ia, having gone there for the easy 
pickings. What made Che a le¬ 
gend? Well, as was hinted at by 
several people at the end of Alex 
Anderson's film, it did no harm to 
his posthumous reputation that 
the image of his half-naked dead 
body on a table is one of the great¬ 
est modem types of Christ. Once 
seen, it is never forgouen. The 
beard and long hair, the pale face, 
the trace of bruising on his arms. 


Che was brilliant at image-mak¬ 
ing. Even death didn't stop him. 

O ddly, the one event never 
antidpated in Rough¬ 
necks (BBC!) was that one 
day the riggers would strike oQ. 
But last night, in the final episode 
of the series, a cry went up: 
■“They’ve broken through!” which I 
think secures the future of the rig. 
which is nice. Yee ha, if you will 
pardon the expression. 

Roughnecks has been snootily 
derided in some quarters but 1 
don't see why. The team drama 
has rarely worked so well. The 
acting and writing are good, and 
the characters are now so firmly 
established that on each scene-cut 
comes a pleasant surprise. “Cin¬ 
ders! I’d forgotten about Cinders!" 
Like most clever popular dramas 
(such as Soldier. Soldier) it pre¬ 
tends to be about something other 
than adult sexual relationships but 
isn't really. Last nighrs key scenes 


took place in Norway, where Chris 
(Liam Cunningham) danced in¬ 
tensely under fairy lights with 
Tessa (Teresa Banham). while 
watched by a suffering Tom 
(lames Cosmo). These three are all 
hard-hat colleagues in a Hazchem 
environment, yet the message is 
dean when it comes to love they 
are as helpless as kittens. 

The charisma of Chris has 
always been a mystery to me. He 
has a bony, determined face and 
an unvarying expression, and his 
young wife Heather is doubtless 
better off without him. At the end 
of the episode, he hitched a ride 
with a long-distance lorry driver. 
What was going on? Together with 
the sinister music, this suggested a 
permanent exit- With any other 
series, the disappearance of Chris 
would tell us “he wont return, he’s 
going back to the theatre" but 
Roughnecks feels so relaxed and 
organic, that perhaps it signifies 
nothing of the son. 


6.00am Bu siness Breakfast (69822) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (34515396) 

9.05 The Stone Protectors (r) (8494532) 9-30 Charlie 
Brown and Snoopy Show fi) (4140377) 9.50 
Pfngu (r) 0343990) ' 

10.00 News (Csefax) and weather (1815303) 

10.05 Can’t Cook. Wont Cook (s) (8333434) 10-30 
Good Morning with Anne and Nick (s) (65984) 
12 J» New*(Ceefax) (8354445) 

12.05pm pebble Mat; A Song for Christinas (s.) 
(5500077) 

12-50 Regional News and weather (64449622) 

1.00 One O'clock News {Ceefax) and weather (24464) 

1.30 Neighbours (Ceefax) (s) (96819071) 1.50 

Cohimbo (S) (6853377) 3.05 Timekeepers (s) 
(6406700) 

3.30 Jan Henson's Animal Show (s) (1320174) 3.55 
Peter Pan and the. Pirates (r) (Ceefax) (9981087) 

4.15 JuHa Jekyll and Harriet Hyde (Ceefax) (a) 
(1625025) 4 J3S Record Breakers (Ceelax) (s) 
(1988735) &00 Newsround (Ceefax) (6329613) 

5.05 Blue Peter (Ceefax) (s) (2211209) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (Ceefax) (s) (248358) NORTHERN 
IRELAND; 5.35 Inside Ulster 
6.00 Six O’doA News (Ceefax) and weather (445) 
&30 Regional News magazines (975) NORTHERN 
IRELAND: &30 Neighbours 6.55 On the Way to 
Bethlehem &5B Inside Ulster News 
7 JX> The World’s Strongest Man. (9006) 

7^ Tomorrow's Worid. (Ceelax] (s) (209) 
& 00 WBcffifeon One. Earwig, (r) (Ceelax) (s) (8754) 
8J3D.A Question of Sport Bill Beaumont and Ian 
Botham with Gordon Strachan. Lynn Simpson. 

»" Roger Black and Prince Naseem Hamed (Ceefax) 
.. .... (S) (72B1) ; . 

9.00 Nkie O’Ctock News (Ceefax) (50X1) 



Dante! Day-Lewis as Hawkeye (930pm) 

930 FILM: The Last of the Mohicans (1992) with 
Daniel Day-Lewis and Madeleine Stowe. James 
Fenimore Cooper's classic adventure, with Daniel 
Day-Lewis as the adopted American Indian scout 
Hawkeye. In 1757, during the Anglo-French war in 
North America, Hawkeye agrees to lead the 
daughters of a British officer to their father's fan 
Directed by- Michael Mann (Ceelax) (167532) 
WALES: 9.30 The Way It Is (48782) 10.00 Film: 
Last of the Mohicans (632984) 11.50 Wet Wet Wet 
(902532) 12L55am Film: Annie Hall (3863101) 2L25 
News headlines and weather (8828014) 

11.20 Wet W« Wet In Concert The chart-topping 
Scottish band, recorded in concert at the Wembley 
Arena. London, last July (s)(640957) NORTHERN 
IRELAND: 11-20 Rory fa Concert 12j05am On the 
Way to Bethlehem 12JM Inside Ulster News 12.10- 
1 AO Fftru Annie HaH 

lias FllJfc Annie HaR (1977). Starring and directed by 
Woody Atieri. The story of a love affair between an 
insecure New York Jewish comedy writer and a 
neurotic woukl-be singer. With Dtane Keaton 
(5966743) 

1.55am Weather (2836656) 


VARIATIONS 


7.00am Breakfast News (Signing) (9868260) 

7.15 Lassie (r) (2577396) 7.40 Albert the 5th 
Musketeer (r). (Ceefax) (7499938) 8.05 Smart (r). 
(Ceefax) (s) (2787613) 

835 Mother Goose (7290919) 9.00 Struck Offl 
(61006) 9.30 Arctic Fox (1017396) 9.55 The 
Traditions of Christmas (6438808) 

10.00 Ptaydays (s) (9783975) 10.25 Horton Hears a 
Who (r) (5682764) 10.55 How the Grfneh Stole 
Christmas, (r) (9702087) 

11.20 FILM: 5000 Fingers of Dr T (1953). See FHms of 
the Week, inside the front cover (6717483) 

1245pm Tex Avery Double Bid (r) (54804261) 1.00 
Wlfflam’S Wish Wellingtons (r) (26896087) 1.05 
Johnson and Friends (r) (s) (48823025) 1.15 The 
Traditions of Christinas (26711342) 1.20 No 
Good CaJBng for Mum The Whitbread round-the- 
world yacht race (6458261) 2.05The Traditions of 
Christmas (76541006) 2.10 Holiday Outings. 
Tunisia (69072483) 

2^0 FILM: Christinas Comes to WHknv Creek (1987). 
Directed by Richard Lang (282S51) 3£5 News 
(Ceefax) and weather (3359803) 

4.00 Today's the Day (s) (938) *30 Ready, Steady, 
Cook (s) (82 2) 5.00 Esther (s) (4984) 530 Food 
and Drink fr) (s) (174) 

6.00 The Ministers (b/w). Classic ghou&sh humour. 
(Ceefax) (608342) 

6J25 The New Avengers. (Ceefax) (103241) 

7.15 Carols from King’s. The Christmas story told m the 
words of scripture, poetry and in music sung by the 
choir of King's College. Cambridge, (s) (3700551) 

8-3° WtfffSRa Rhodes around Christinas. (Ceefax) 
—B (s) (5803) 

9.00 The Best Red Dwarf Ever! The tors' favourite, (s) 
(3613) 

930 Hgaaftaa) Coogaris Run. Last in the series. 

(Ceefax) (s) (48754) 

10.00 Have I Got News for You: The Best of 1995. (s) 
(79071). 

1030 The Saturday Night-Armistice Party Bucket 

Highlights from (he first senes, (s) (326280) 



David Baddiei and Fr an k Skinner (11.10pm) 


11.10 


Fantasy Football League. David 
Baddiei and Frank Skinner return. 
Tonight's guests are the boxer Naseem Hamed and 
the singer Alison Moyet (879990) 

11.40 Weather (712071) 11.45 FILM: Race With the 
Devil (1975) storing Peter Fonda. Warren Oates. 
Loretta Swit and Lara Parker. (Ceefax) (273532) 
1.10am No Sleep TBI Sheffield — Pulp Go Public. 
Extended version erf Monday's film (s) (4497149). 
• Ends at 1.55 


VktooPtus+ and the Video PtusCodae 
n* timbers nea to wen TV programs fcang are Video PtosCode’ 
ruraben. ’•*** atorryou * Froroiroe wfeo record® nurtb 

aViaBoPius-*" handsel ViawPfcstcsn be usaJurifiiosJwOws Tape 
tea Video rtjBCoda k» Sc pRnamrw rot* «o rscori For mare 
OMaft cai vuaoPU on 0639 1213W fcsRs aw Xfxlmm ehtao nee. 
flSpAnnal attar trmsl or eras to vtaegnus-r fleams* Im. 5 (very t+iae. 
pfirmtan Whart. Lender SWil 3TN. VttBopts* D P»*xne Pi and 
. Mdso Ptagrenner ere in o rn a te or Gemsar Cwricpmert ud 



Gary Rhodes adds a seasonal twist (BBC2,830pm) 

Rhodes Around Christmas 

BBC2,830pm 

Delta has her common sense. Floyd has his 
insouciance, Rhodes has his hair. Television cooks all 
have their trademarks that elevate them from mere 
purveyors of recipes into personalities. Gary Rhodes’s 
spiky quiff, gelled to perfection, makes him the punk of 
the pundits. He likes to take the traditional and give it 
a twist In this special, he travels to New York and 
London for inspiration for his Chrisunas menu. He 
starts with smoked eel pSfe, followed by salwnbocca 
with the usual veal and parma ham replaced by turkey 
and bacon, rounded on with mincemeat doughnuts 
and rum sauoe. For veggies, there is a particularly 
wonderful mushroom pancake millefeuille. “You get 
loads of taste, texture and flavour"...and die food's 
not bad either. 

Coogan’s Run: The Curator 

BBCZ 930pm 

Tim Fleck is the proud curator of Little Otoe’s museum 
where the prime exhibits include a Victorian milking 
stool “with a difference” and a pair of pistols Dick 
Turpin probably did not use. Hie last comic character 
created by Steve Coogan is a boring, ginger-haired no 
hoper. with a dying mother and a passion for a 
museum nobody wants to visiL Fleck’s world is given a 
sickening lurch when the round] withdraws its 
funding and the museum is turned into a steakhouse. 
fferiiously near to pathos as ail good comedy should 
be, the silly upbear ending offers the appropriate 
antidote. Patrick Marber is the writer and director, the 
detail is brilliant and the cast including Alison 
Steadman and Coogan character cameos, faultless. 

Farm Fantasia 

Channel 4.8-00pm 

Every year animal behaviourist Marthe Kiiey- 
Worthirigton and her partner Chris Rendle put on a 
concert tor their local community, which features the 
animals of their 80-acre farm on the edge of Dartmoor. 
This year her ambition is to put on a ballet featuring 
both human dancers and. probably, pigs that fly. She 
believes that animals and human beings can coexist in 
a symbiotic relationship and that die project will build 
bridges between arts and sciences and respect between 
the specks. Selected animals are trained to sit. beg and 
roll over in time to the musk. Pan of Channel 4"s 
Beastly Christmas season, the film charts the pair’s 
race against time to put the dream into reality. 

Missing at Christinas 
ITV,9j00pm 

The agony of waiting for news of missing relatives is 
especially keen ai Christinas, which is a timely reason 
for this live special Appeals for missing teenagers 
Curtis Harlow and Jayne Taylor to get in touch with 
their relatives and the story of two wives waiting for 
news of their husbands are two of the emotional 
features. Fiona Foster and Alastair Stewart join 
celebrities such as Cilia, Esther. Bill Treacher (Arthur 
of East£nderS\ and Gaby Roslin to appeal, on behalf of 
the families, for the missing to get in touch with their 
loved ones. Also included is the story of 15-year-old 
Mina Cooke who tells of her life as a runaway, as well 
as that of a family successfully reunited by an earlier 
programme. Frances Lass 


C A R LTO N/L WT 


6.00am GMTV (8312716) 935 The New Adventures of 
He-Man (r) (8409464) 9.50 Batman — The 
Animated Series (s) (1917342) 

10.20 rro News headlines (Teletext) (5415367) 

10.30 Murder, She Wrote. Unfinished Business With 
Angela Lartsbury (4256939) 

11.25 It’s Xmas, It’s Number One (r) (s) (4967464) 
12J>0pm London Today (Teletext! (8350629) 

12J0ITN Lunchtime News (Teletext) (2118667) 

12JSS Home and Away (Teletext) (2193358) 

1.25 Coronation Street |r) (Teletext) (44282193) 

1.55 Short! and Street (96910754) 

Z20 The Chrystal Rose Show (s) (18868735) 

2JS0 High Road (Teletext) (5339990) 

220 ITN News headlines (Teletext) (8824377) 

&25 London Today (Tetetext) (8823648) 

3J0 FILM: The Princess Bride (1987) with Cary Eiwes 
and Mandy Patinkin. A medieval spoof adventure. 
Directed by Rob Reiner (884193) 

5.10 LWT — Caring at Christmas. (2205648) 

5.40 ITN Early Evening News (Tetetext) (226261) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (Teletext) (708396) 

6.25 London Tonight (Teletext) (490716) 

7.00 Family Fortunes (Teletext) (s) (4174) 

7.30 Coronation Street Curly gets a surprise Christmas 
present (Teletext) (377) 

BJJOThe BilL On the Lookout An observation goes 
wrong for Slater and Boyden. With Tony 
OCafoghan and Alan West away (3822) 

8.30 Faith in the Future. Love of Food (Tetetext) (s) 
(9629) 



9-00 


Alastair Stewart and Fiona Foster (9.00pm) 

Missing at Christmas Celebrities help 
to reunite families (2803) 

10.00 News at Ten (Teletext) and weather (79025) 

10 JO Crime Monthly with Penny Smith (2822759) 

11.40 London Tonight (Teletext) (555613) 

11.50 Flesh. Documentary about the rise ol the gay dub 
• scene in Manchester in the 1990s (812342) 
12^5am Sedge Hammer. Sledge loses his temper 
when he discovers that his former wife is to marry 
his okl Inend Scott (2233743) 

1.05 FILM: Private Sessions (1985) with Mike Farrell 
and Maureen Stapleton. A psychiatrist believes 
therapy should be available to all who need il His 
patients indude a New York cab driver who is 
hearing vroices and a fellow analyst who Is 
struggling to control her sex drive Directed by 
Michael Pressman (428588) 

2A5 The Chart Show (8) (5560033) 

3.40 FILM: Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (1966. 
b/w) with Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor. An 
emotionally disturbed couple live out a fantasy but 
the wife betrays the secret to a couple invited back 
to their house lor a drink. With George Segal. Sandy 
Dennis. Based on Edward Al bee's play. Elizabeth 
Taylor won the Oscar for Best Actress. Directed by 
Mike Nichols (70526033) 

5.55 ITN Morning News (9947192) Ends at 6.00 


CHANNEL 4 


6.35am Ulysses 31 (r) (1756613) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (14087) 

9.00 Saved By The Be»(r) (Teletext) (8315071) 

9-25 Babyton 5 (r) (Teletext) (s) (3098483) 

10.20 CaHfomia Dreams (r) (2606629) 

10-45 Biker Mice From Mars (5868483) 

11.10 Morir and Mindy (r) (7285209) 11.40 Dog City (r) 
(s) (4390071) 

12.00 Creepy Crawlers (r) (s) (5134311) 

12J20pm Heckle and Jedde (8278071) 

1230 Sesame Street with Marilyn Home (29261) 

130 Super Dave (96915209) IJSOTerrytoons 
(73941483) 

2.00 FILM: The 39 Steps (1959) Buchan classic with 
Kenneth More as a man pursued for a murder he did 
not commit and plunged into an unknown world of 
espionage. Httft Tsana Eta and Barry Jones. 
Directed by Ralph Thomas (918464) 

3.45 Think Tank with Mickey Hutton (3883551) 

420 Fifteen to One. The grand final (2269223) 

5JX) FUcki Lake: Rtctd, Find Me a Date for New Year's 
Eve! (7896396) 

5.45 Terrytoons (502193) 

6.00 Blossom (r) (Teletext) (483) 

630 Happy Days (r) (Teletext) (400377) 

6.55 Beastly Christmas: Creature Comforts. Nick 
Park’s Oscar-winning aroma!ion of zoo animals 
bemoaning their plight (158880) 

7.00 Channel 4 News 

7.55 Beastly Christmas: The X Mas Files (Teletext) 
(309629) 

84)0 pafaga ffll Beastty Christmas: Farm Fantasia 
K ffBIg (Tetetext) (1464) 

830 Brookside (7071) 

9.00 Dressing for Breakfast The penultimate episode 
of the new comedy series. (Teletext) (s) (1209) 
930 CBve Anderson Talks Back (Teletext) (s) (885713) 



Sean Hughes comes of age (10.10pm) 

10.10 Sean Hughes Is Thirty Somehow. Recorded live 
at London's Riverside Studios on the In* 
comedian's 30th birthday (s) (2364445) 

11.15 Crapston Villas. Adult animation (s) (3042611 
1130Eurotrash — The World Tour with Anloine de 

Cames and Jean Paul Gaultier (s) (98551) 

12-00 Beavts and Butt-Head. Adult animation (32694) 
1230FILM: Max Mon Amour (1986). Surreal fantasy 
stalling Anthony Higgins as a British diplomat in. 
Paris who discovers his wife (Charlotte RampBng) is 
having an affair with a chimpanzee. Eventually the 
simian moves m and is duly installed in a caged 
room. However, it is not long before he is sharing 
meals with the family. Directed by Nagisa Oshima 
(616675) 

2.15 FILM: Masculine Mystique (1984). Provocative 
Canadian docudrama, in which four very different 
men re-enact reaHife scenes from their lives. 
Directed by John N. Smith and Giles Walker 
(283149) 

3A5am Rawhide (b/w) (228052). Ends at 445 


ANGUA 

As London except 1030am Warner 
Cartoon (1S&4S32) 1040-1220 Film: The 
Baas and 1 (63204629) 12JSS Connatton 
Strew 12193368) 1.25 Home arid Away 
(44262193) 1J6B A Country Practice 
(98910754) 230330 Mradrir. She White 
(4177071) 5.10-6*0 Shrafland Shew 

(2205648) 830-7.00 Anglia News (193) 
1040 A Pleasant Terror (867700) 11.40 
Tiger BasteMa (B40B48) 12 . 10 am Beyond 
Really (6726743) 1235 t's Christmas, It's 
Number Pna (4062025)136 The P an asoni c 
Sound Blest Awards 1995 (9313601) 235 
FHrrv The Prieet Wfler (170965) *20 ram. 
Docks ol New York (5182588) 535 Dead 
Men's Tales (5331930) 

CENTRAL 

As London es c ape 1030 Fin. Disney's 
tow Leeds the Wlay (96973716) 1.55 A 
Country Praxice (96910754) Z20 Beheld 
the Palace Wafc (18866735) Z&HLZD Roy 
Castle - Look Back and Snrito (5339960) 
5.10&40 Shortand Strew (2205648) 6J5- 
7.00 Central News and Weather (490716) 
HL40 First Cut (178754) 1 UX» ranre Burglar 
(86438716) 

GRANADA 

As London' onope 1ft30-1Z20Rrn: 
DeaWs A Man tar Christmee (90073716) 
12J5-1.2S Shorttend Street {2183358) 125 
Hone and Away (89155446) 1-BO Bkre 
Heelers (8791803) 2JO*» Gro**iQ PUno 
(5339990) 5L1O&40 Hfe»l Road (2205648) 
HL2S-7.00 Granada Tonight (490716) 1040 
Up Front (BB7700) 1T40 Bodtas Ot Ev«er» 
(648209) 12ja0am-146The PwreraThaJ Ba 
(7987052) 

HTV WEST 

As London a oca pfc WJ» Summasaere 
(4256938) 11.25-1220 rtghwey to Hbaron 
(4967484) 1225 ShortJand Street (54Z78S) 
120 Hnh Road (44283822) 220-&20 
Muder.l&ie Wrote (41770711 5.1&640A 
■fie Corny Prwitice (2205648) 530-7.00 W™ 
Nows n 93110A3 A Licence to Live 1813200} 
1145 Magraan (830280) 12JSam The 
Good Sac&Jde Abroad (2233743) 

KTV WALES 

As HTV WEST except BJB0-7OO Waiee 
Tonight (183) 1045 Ffcrt Shanus 


a pfr 1030 Warner Cartoon 


5.40 Home and Away (2205648) 8-00- 
7.00 Meriden Toritft (931&3) Teles 
bom the Oypr (805396) 11.10 The Pkr 
(14099(8 11.35 Hunter (3757JQ 12^Sam 
If* Chostmaa, It’s Numher Ova (4092025) 
135 The Panasorae Somd BteS Asrerds 
1995 (9313894123S Rim The Priest KBer 
(170965) 420 Rhi Docks ol New Yorit 
(5182568} 5JS Rwesown (533T830) 

WESTCOUNTRY 
Aa London except: 1040-1220 Rim: The 
Been aid t (63204629) 1255 Coranaton 
Street (2198358) 125 Home end Away 
(44282193) 1.55 Muder. She Wto» 
(8709622) 250-329 The Ertattanere 

(5339990) 5.10-540 Home and Away 
(2205648) 650-7.00 WssJcourtcy toe 

(93193) 1040 FHm. Cflddy6tiack B 
((7309803) 1229am Coach (3898255) 

YORKSHIRE 

As London ex ce p t 1040-1220 Rtnt 
Dtene/e The Bears and I (B32D4629) 1255 
Cmxetion tow» (2193358) 125 Home and 
Away (44282193) 125 A Country Practee 
(96910754) 2204.10 Matter. She Wore 
(9436822) 5.10*40 Home and Away 
(2205646) 525 Criendar (701209) 520- 
720 Maynard’s BH (193) 1040 Tates fcwn 
the Crypi (896648) 11.10 Wa r and Ram em. 
brance (238209) 1220am H's Christmas. It's 
NuntaerOne (42743) 120 Ertertatanwa M 
(45897) 220 Tha Beat P5507) 320 The Big 
Rroe Spade (74385) 520 nv Spot 
Classics 124862891 525 Alrffa (9842546) 
520 James Bond Jumr pi97815) 

S4C 

Starts: 720 The Big BmaWasI (140B7) 920 
SevedE^The Bel. The New Class (8315071) 
925 Babylon 5 (3098483) 1020 CaHarta 
Dreams (2006829) 1045 BMr Uca Rom 
Mas (586648® 1140 Mork AnaIMndy 
(7285209) 1140 Oofl Cay (4390071) 
12 *W>m Serame Street (95551) 120 SW 
MeShnn (44272716) 125 Fim: Monkey 
Buanaee (96965377) 3.15 Sophte's 
Coltsb: Game (503071) 345 The* To* 
0883551) 420 Hands Up (9365464) 420 5 
Fui«: Y BO& Bach (8409087) 5.05 5 Pump: 
Mega (6214710 520 FBtoen To Ch» 


U5SDIAN 


(168463510.40-1220 Ffrrr The Beam end 
1 (8304829 1225 Coronatwri Strea 
iei»3350.125 Hcxna and tvtoj (44282B3) 
128 A Courtty Practce 96910754) 220- 
320 Muriter, She Wrote (4177071) 5.10- 


HywW (5939) 920 Nawyddon 080445) 9L15 
Acftabachya Bol A ChyW Banc (509025) 
1020 Brookade (13S759) 1025 CAe 
Anderson Tafcs Back (327910) 1128 
crapston Visas (304261) 11-30 Emtraah 
(98551) 1220 am Beavfe end BUt-haad 
02894) 1230 FSn. Max Mon Atmt 
(616675) 2.15 fitar MascuSne Mystcjoe 
(283149) 3.45 RawlMte: Incident Ol The 
Droid CurSA (228052) 


• For more comprehensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Vision sup¬ 
plement published Saturday 
SKY ONE 


740am DU kar (88006) 6J» Power I 
(110711 820 Press Vow Luck (10342) 
Court TV (17862) 930 Oprah WWrey 
<8353211030 Concentration (17826) 1120 
Saly Jessy Raphael (68822) 1200 Jeopardy 
(94358) 1230pm Murphy Brown (36822) 
1 J» The Waiters pi377) 200 Getttdo 
(22532) 340 Court TV (6551) 330 Oprah 
Winfrey (8300261) 430 Undun (140164B) 
BJO Star Trek: The Nad Generator (7803) 
6.00 The Simpsons (4803) 630 Jeopardy 
(8483) 730 LAPD (8532) 730 M*A-S*H 
(4667) 830 Jua Kidding (7280) 830 
Coppera (3087) 930 Wafcer. Taras Ranger 
(81396) 1030 Star Trek: The Next Genera¬ 
tor (B4483) 1130 Lav and Order (56067) 
1200 Oand LeSetman PB46859) 1245am 
The Urtouchablas (5294410) 130 Rachel 
Gum (74878) 230-630 Ht Mtx (7789101) 

SKY NEWS _ 

Mohs on the hour. 

BJXtem Surtese (9668025) 1030 ABC 
NWflne (566613) 130pm CBS News 
(73613) 230 CBS News (26342) 330 
Centuy P900Q 530 toe al Bre (9«325) 
630Tonghi (77209)830 The SOanahmera 
Show (306648) 1130 CSS News (38646) 
1230am ABC News (99675) 130 T on#* 
wfli Adam Boul on Repby (72965) 230 
Woridwcto Report (47168) 330 Centuy 
(19385) 430 CBS News (87687) 530*00 
ABC News (77701) 

SKY MOVIES 


&oOam Sternm (98735) ai» 7he Big 
Steal (1948) (40964) 1030 Bom Ytttan- 
day (1993) (47938) 1200 The Rutter 
Adventures ol the WBdames* Fandy 
(1978) (36735) 200pm Agathe CtoteOe’e 
SpadcBng Cyanide (1963) (75735) 430 
CM Ol the WM (1993) (2735) 630 
Rugged Gold (1893) (82071) 830 GuBty 
ns Shi (1983) (67716) 1030 Joshua Tree 
(1983) 061464) 11.45 Wkh HaatBe Intent 
fl993) PB2803) Intern Secret Stas ot the 
FUtm (1993) (43202$) 330 Royal Rash 
(1975) (319052) 43&630 The Big Steal 
(1949) (7728897) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 


Precinct 13 (1978) (188377) 1 
Not As a Stranger (1955) (505236) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

830am Footaght Parade (1933) (97377) 
830 ScootorDoo Meets the Boo Broth¬ 
ers (44754) 1030 Spider Mm: Photo 
FHsh/ A Matter of State (1973) (38280) 
1230Lahor of tom: The ArteUe Sch w a* 
zer Story (1993) (34377) 230pm Rebecca 
of S rawy bro oK Farm (1938) (73377) 430 
Yogi Beer and the Magic Right of the 
Spruce Goose (5367) 630 ATtow to Heal 
(1994) (41938) 730 UK Top Ten (7377) 
830 Grumpy OU Men (1993) (65356) 
1030 The Rrm (1993) (22915193) 

1235am The Mighty Qtem (1989) 
(514743) 215 Black FOs (1994) (330385) 
330430 WhBa Justice Sl ee ps (IBM) 
(12908033) 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

Sky Movies Gcdd from 10pm to 4am. 
6.00am Under (he UrrtareAaTree (45255445) 
630Muppet Babies (33194994) 730 Wraw 
the Pooh (35957342) 730 QjcUales 
(36049377) am Chip W Dote Rescue 
Rangers (29402174) 830 Wbnderiand 
(29401445) 930 Fraggte Rock (29425025) 
930 Pooh Conor (63240629) 1030 
Dumbo's Circus (33201464) 1030 Quack 
Attack (29421209) 1130 Writ Disney 
Presents (3605802 Si 1200 FILM: The Care 
Bears Mom (24344445) 1.16pm Winnie the 
Pooh and Xmas Too (14126342) 230 
Wbnderiand 170078735) 230 Urrtxata Tree 
$2066190) 330 Fraggte Bock (709 8*342) 
330 Winnie the Pooh (82078938) 430 
Quack Aitack (62057445) 430 Ojctaates 
(62053629) 53ffCyt»TSiar (88084087) 630 
Faerie Tate Theatre (8068S700) 730 Eyews- 
ness (62054358) 830 RIM Hawng a 
WbnderU Tree (19532236) 215-1030 
Csndafigrt Ceremony (17102754) 

EUROSPORT _ 

730am EuCtiai (15700) 830 AX Sports 
(12087) 930 SJdtafl (96551) 1030 Adnerv 
tue (33880) 1130 Skiing (9731990) 
1245pm Skmg P8912B0) 130 Eraotrai 
230 Snooker (2700) 230 S nootm (44483) 
430 MotoBporis (99622) 530 Skmg 
(79532) 630 News 730 Haitian (35236) 
3.00 Boang (1846 4) 930 Wresting (25700) 
1030 tailing (B5777) 1130 Athtelics 
(12613) 1200-1230am News (16884) 



RADIO CHOICE 


TLC 


SKY SPORTS 


430pm The Unde of Our Laly al 
Ffltfme (79sg (1657)630An American to 
PHIS (1951) (51193) 830 Two Minute 
Wanting (1976) (S393S) 1030 Tiro Gaunt¬ 
let (1377) (279919) H35 Assault on 


7 jgpy.ii Sprats Certrt (14025) 730 World 
Sport (93532) 830 wre sttnci Acnon Zone 
07919) 930 AenXxs (27025} 930 Rugtw 
Unon (32445) 10.00 Tighl Unes (99716) 
1130 The Rugby Ck* ( 20880 ) 1200 


Ann-Margret and Walter Matthau 
(The Movie Charnel, 8 . 00 pm) 


Aerobics (98731) 1230pm ice Wamore 
(61209) 230 Wbrtd Sport Specs* (7174) 
330 Netimoers (37984} 530 MfresOng Raw 
(7349) 630 Sprats Cense (44280) 730 
Boots n' Al (43591880) 836 Sports Genre 
(718829) 930 Rtagsde Bwteg (26483) 
1130 Spots Centre (90445) 1200 Boots n' 
AO (74255) 230430am Boxing (22052) 

SKY SPORTS 2 _ 

730pm Trans Wrata SpOd (6229071) 830 
SiA Sadng (4106803) 830 iron Man 
TnathScn (2839700) 1030 Shoottag 

(6228342] 1130 ScpteSh (112179^ 1200 
Coca^ob Crt*a Show (3157859) 1230- 
130am Pbwerooal WortJ (8144878) 

SKY SOAP _ 

730am Guiding Light (4753261) 735 As fte 
Wortt Turns (7096025) 630 Peyton Place 
(4624071) 930 Days ol Our Lives (4778071) 
1210 Another Wbrtd 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm TBanfc (4109990) 630-730Bogra- 
phy. Sherlock Holmes (2101396) 

THE SCl-n CHANNEL 

130am Swamp Tlmg (11S7965) 130430 
FILM' Aten (3986615) 


930am The Floral Magic ol Xenneai Tuner 
(9950483) 930 Chnstmes Cooking 

(1876464) 1030 Fumttre 10 Go (6137464) 
1030 Sort Mates 19956067) 1130 Only 
Human (1472735) 1200 Watchdogs 

19947919) 1230pm Jimmy’s (1870280) 130 
Christmas Cooking ta the Kitchen (14765511 
130 The Ftoral Me^c cl Kerned Tuner 
(18795511 200 Martha Stewart(7&St358) 
330 Funfure TO Go (7863193) 330-430 
Two's Courtly (8402483) 

UK GOLD _ 

730am Angels (1486938) 730 Naghbous 
(1466445) 830 Sons and Daughters 
<9839990} 830 EastEndos (993826 U 930 
The &f (9856613] 930 The StAvans 
(1078822) 1030 Bergerac (146162911130 
OaUas (14741S3) 1200Sons and Dauffders 
(9948377) 1230pm Ne^lbours (1889938) 
130 EasEnders (1485209) 130 The &* 
(1888209) 200 The SiAwara (29406101) 
225 Are You Bang Served? (3869593) 330 
Anode (7865551 1 330 Eldorado (8308813) 
430 Miss Map*? (95633342) 535 Larry 
Grayson’s Generaton Germ (41023532) 
8.15 Kenny s Come Cue (62E26481 635 
FaaEnoera (2815396) 730 Eldorado 
(7857532) 730 Taxt (6480261) 830 The 
Besl 0 ) Top ol the Pop6 (7197731) 830 
Some Mothers Do 'Aw 'Bn (1671006) 930 
Widows (5214398) 1030 The B* (6062209) 
1035 Cbssfc Sport (75488829) 1130 The 
Thing ores (23596131 1230am Or Who 
[2938255] 1250 FILM- House ol Secrete 
(3271826) 235 Shoppaigai toght (264730*) 

TCC _ 

630am Ammaied Ciasw: 3xmxee 
(3441349) 635 Tnv (1612919) 730 Ba rney 
(47174) 730 Happriy Ever Alter 168209) 830 
Earthworm Jm (60754) 830 Eek (69025! 
930 Garfield (50377) 930 Where's Waly? 
(98025) 1030 SWeion Warriors (18174) 
1030 Bafflerach (49261) 1130 AJ's Tree 
Travefiers 118990) 1130 Tt» Babysttrere' 
Club (28919) 1200 Art Ato* (7523957) 
1215pm Dish Dl the Day (4140OJ6) 1230 
No N*ed ftanes (S6613) 130 Heartbreak 
h*gh (07306) 230 The Tck 14990) 230 
Reader Not (1532J 330Sweel Valley h+gh 
(3025) 330 Hang time (3377) 430 GaHor- 
na (99641 430530 MatfBOn (1398) 


NICKELODEON 


630m Btae. ChBd of the Earth (68829) 630. 
Cora* Dudoia (725511 730 Bratr* 
(146299017.06 Teenage Mutart Haro Trades 
(3400629) 7A5 Rugras [32G964) B.15 Doug 
(581716) 8*5 Rocko (5215209) MO Aim 
(25667) 93S Peu-Wee (30087) 1200 Ba¬ 
nana Sandwch (97358) 1130 Chfirfrerfs 


BBC C20662T1200 Rocflo (98713) 1230pm 
AaahW! Real Monsters (34803) 130 5Hp Id 
S hore (119381130 Mghty Mm (33174) 230 
Speed Racer (8174) 230 Galaxy Ugh 
School (5716) 330 Count Duckute (7209) 
330 Lrtrieet Pei Shop ri73l) 430 Hero 
Trades (9396) 430 Ru^ms ( 8280 ) 530 
Clarissa (2754) 530 Wishbone (9532) 630 
Doug (6445) 830 Are You Afraid? (1975) 
730 Perris Busier (2990) 730330 Sster 
Sister 16209) 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm Dtenng Passions (8481990) 430 
Voyager (8487174) 530 Legends 01 Hfcscty 
(7854445) 830 Invention (8408667) 630 
Beyond 2000 (1326445) 730 On ihe Rood 
Again (8488803) 830 Lon&V Ffanet 
(5232174) 930 Wings Over the World 
(5212938) 1030 Arthur C. Ctarte'E Mystan- 
OiK Universe (9948648) 1030 Future Ouesr 
(9957396) 1130-1230 AanUh (1380700) 

BRAVO _ 

1230 FLM: Acodart (6144754) 230pm 
The Sant (6132919) 330 Scotland Yard 
(7867919) 330 Man bom (ntapol (8406209) 
430 FILM. The H&x ci the Hrrtw 
(7861735) 630 Danger Man (8495193) 630 
The Wid Wld West (1240071J 730 The 
Protectors (8482629) 830 The Saint 
(5116700} 930-1200 FILM Where Eagles 
Dae (7613290) 

UK LIVING _ 

630am Agony Hour (7218551) 730 LMng 
Magazine (6006193) 930 From Gardens 
(2908648) 930 Kate aid ABe (5921700) 
1030 Means ol Gold (8B12700) 1130 The 
Youig and the Restless (3879716) 1135 
Foodwiee (6822648) 1230pm Food and 
Drrtc (5454938) 135 Khoy (1990445) 200 
Agony Hour (4985209) 330 Hiring Magazra 
(4552613) 430 kttXuaijon UK (8291342) 
430 CrosBWits (741800Q 535 The Joker's 
Wld (59222174) 530 Bewitched (8384006) 
630 Esther (8387919) 630 Defia Smith's 
Christmas (6769551) 735 frilamaiion UK 
(5456385) 735 The Joker’s Wld (3027700) 
830The Yoraig and the Rasa lass (4101613) 
930 FILM: Swrlctwg Channels (27094483) 
1035 EreenSrmerfl Now (8903700) 1130- 
1230 Lore Ue (6093629} 

FAMILY CHANNEL _ 

830pm tie Wonder Yaers (23421 530 
Atone. Ned Door (Z64Q 600 Batman (2261) 
630 CaEhphrasa (2223) 730 ThrooQfi the 
Keyhole (5006) 730 The Fal Guy (84174) 
830 Home to Room (3%iJ 930 The Rum 
Rondefl Mvsrenas: Mouse h the Comer 
(45532) 1030 Al Clued Up (@83421 1030 
Neon Rda (37006) 1130 Batman (14358) 
1230 The Fa« Guy (12439) 130pm Zbrro 


(78471) 130 Rhoda (45304) 200 Neon 
Rider (86323) 330 Rhoda (22965) 330 
Zone (18897) 430 The Wonder Yearn 
(997621430-530 The Blade Slafeon (23694) 

MTV _ 

530am The Grind (292801 730 3 from 1 
(8274193) 7.15Awoke (48147541630 Muse 
Wdacs (157209) 1030 ftockunentaiy 
(58919) 1130 Sod (44087) 1200 Greatest 
Hits 1 00006) 130pm Music Non-Step 
(88915993) 245 3 bom 1 (3584667) 330 
anemoUc (8600667) 3.15 Hanging Ou 
(7033193) 430 News (2300261) 4.15 
Hanging Ora (2227984) 430 Del MTV 
(3754) 530 Reel Wbrtd London (4700) 530 
Hanging Ou (19358) 730 Festivals 95 
(518261) 930 Baevs (817351 1030 News 
(190754) 10.15 Ctwnrtie 1195209) 1030 
OddMes (59648) 1130 Panyaxe p2071) 
130am N&> Videos (4479168) 

VH-1 _ 

730am Rower Breauaa (592J957) 930 
CaK (1072209) 1230 Heart and SraJ 
(2001342) 130pm The Vnyf Years 
(2183980) 230 Catherine Zaa-Jcnes 
(9982984) 330 Into the Music (B308KO) 
630 Bee Gees (2103754) 730 VH-1 tor You 
(8301629) 630 Backuaic 1909 (4106261) 
630 Rtanei Rock ProSas (4127396) 930 
Justin Haywetd 18227613) 1030 The Vnyi 
Years (62207D0) 1130 Around end Around 
(9321713) 1200 The Nightfly Rodra 
(9688564) 200aa Dawn Patrol 

ZEE TV _ 

730am Asian Momng (11799483) 830 Asp 
Ki FarmalEh (94347254) 930 rtrrfi FILM 
Won Karai Thi (76719648) 1200 Dekh Btv* 
DeMi (90747290) 12aopm Zabaan Sambhal 
Ke (62113006) 130 ttndi FUf Bol ftarfia 
Bol (25192822) 430 Marasi (21259700) 
430 Yasdon Ke Rang pt£55£®t) 530 Zee 
Tana (5925770(9 530 tfo Hp Hurray 
(92212938) 630 Zee and U (21330E29) 730 
BBCO (59340464) 730 Namasu IndB 
(21256613) 630 News (59253984) 630 
FteU ChaMer (59345919) 930-1230 htotfl 
FILM: Mere Ssnam (15689367) 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT 

Cartoon* from 5sm to 8pm; TNT Hfens. 
730pm I ntamaB anal Velvet (1978) 
(3604B648) 930 2010 (19B^ (66117358) 
1130 Bran Target f1B78) (96014396) 
130am MHon Dollar Bte n naM (1953) 
(35512385) 235-530 3iptor's Daring 
(1954) (277E07621 

CNN/QVC _ 

CNN provides 24-how news and OVC is 
tts home shopping chamtaL 


^ i 

"J . 
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BELL’S DOWNHILL 
HOPES TAKE TURN 
FOR THE BETTER 


SPORT 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 221995 


CRICKET 34 

GALLIAN FALLS 
FOUL OF ENGLAND 
BATTING JINX 


Popular manager ends confusion by resigning after ten years at 


Charlton puts 
Ireland out 
of its misery 


JACK CHARLTON’S career 
as manager of the Ireland 
football team, spanning al¬ 
most ten years, ended yester¬ 
day. After 48 hours of 
confusion. Charlton flew in 
here at lunchtime and re¬ 
signed at a meeting with 
Football Association of Ire¬ 
land (FAI) officials. The resig¬ 
nation was accepted without 
demur. 

“I have felt for some time 
there was a need for change," 
Charlton said in a statement 
“Ten years is a long time in the 
job. They have been brilliant 
years. I have enjoyed every 
minute, the craic has been 
great but everything must 
come to ah end. 

"lr was a dreadfully difficult 
decision to make, but I felt it 
was in the best interests of the 
Irish teams." Louis Kilcoyne, 
the president of the FAI. paid 
tribute to Chariton, saying 


From Peter Ball in Dublin 

that the FAI and the people of 
Ireland owed him a huge debt 
for all that he had done for 
Football and the country over 
the past' ten years. 

"Jack has steered our inter¬ 
national team to levels of 
success never before 
achieved.” an FAI statement 
read. "In doing this, he has 
helped to expand the game to 


Success story..32 


every comer of Ireland in a 
way which could hardly have 
been predicted. 

“The success of the team 
under Jade has raised the 
morale and self-esteem of the 
whole nation, including the 
many thousands of Irish 
people living abroad: and die 
behaviour of the fans has 
improved the public image of 



Charlton after the play-off defeat by Holland at Anfield 
last week, which was to be his last match in charge 
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ACROSS 

I Distinctive theme (5) 

7 Altered in fit (7) 

S M useum manager (7) 

9 Add casualty, without extra 
charge (5.2) 

11 Deliberate cruelty (6) 

13 Car with rear sloping door 
(9) 

15 Create a fuss (5.4) 

19 Inexperienced (youth) (6) 

21 Official journal (71 

23 Green and flourishing 

24 Connection (7) 

25 Sardonically (5) 


DOWN 

1 Trial exams: makes fun of 

(5) 

2 Stream of abuse (6) 

3 Object of irrational respect 

(6) 

4 Wagon (4) 

5 Self-assu ranee, poise (6) 

6 Enchant (7) 

10 Flushed; busy (6) 

12 One bringing good luck (6) 

14 Obsessive devotee (7) 

16 Underhand (6) 

17 Of small width (6) 

15 NY state capital; husband 
of Goneril ( 0 ) 

20 Pathetically feebly |5) 

22 Just; regular |4J 
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Ireland all over the world and 
the marketability of all things 
Irish, particularly in the tour¬ 
ist sector." 

That raises the question 
why the FAI was so quick to let 
him go. for Kilcoyne did not 
exaggerate. Charlton took the 
side to the 1988 European 
championship finals and to 
the World Cup finals in 1990 
and 1994. the country’s first 
appearances at this level of 
competition. He also made 
them one of the most respected 
teams in Europe, with wins 
over Holland, Germany. Italy 
and England during his time 
in charge. 

Recently, however, the 
wheels had begun to come oft. 
His resignation had been 
widely rumoured since the 
team’s unexpected decline 
since the summer. 

Holland's victory at Anfield 
in the European champion¬ 
ship play-off last week, which 
ended Ireland's hopes of quali¬ 
fying for the finals next sum¬ 
mer. made it inevitable, but 
the timing still came as a 
surprise. After the game at 
Anfield, Charlton said that he 
wanted to enjoy his Christmas 
and then take until the new 
year to consider his future. 
That luxury has been denied 
him. 

Although Kilcpyne insisted 
that Chariton wished to retire, 
there seems no doubt that his 
hand was forced yesterday 
when he met the three-man 
FAI delegation of Kilcoyne, 
Sean Connolly, the chief exec¬ 
utive, and Joe Delaney, the 
treasurer. 

Things had begun to move 
out of Charlton's control at the 
beginning of the week, when 
leaks from the FAI made the 
meeting yesterday public 
knowledge with the under¬ 
standing that a press confer¬ 
ence would follow. Charlton 
was caught on the back foot, 
and never recovered his equi¬ 
librium. He initially threat¬ 
ened not to travel yesterday, 
but a long telephone call from 
Kilcoyne persuaded him oth¬ 
erwise. The outcome was 
Inevitable. 

“Jack told us that he always 



Charlton, who appeared onhappy at his pub in Dublin after resigning as manager of the Ireland team. Photographs: Tom Honan 


knew when it was time to go." 
Kilcoyne said. “He has had a 
stressful six months since the 
defeat by Austria and he 
explained to us that he had 
given it a lor of thought and 
knew he wanted to go. We had 
no reason but to accept if 
Charlton, though, appeared 
unhappy when he arrived at 
his Dublin pub, the Baggot 
Inn. for lunch after the meet¬ 
ing yesterday. He was greeted 
with warm applause but re¬ 
fused to add anything to 
his statement, apart from 


saying that he intended to 
have a good night out in 
Dublin. 

"I’d like to thank the people 
of Ireland and the FAI for 
making these ten years the 
happiest of my life," he said in 
his statement. 

“1 have many friends in 
Ireland, the country is in my 
blood now and I intend to 
spend a lot of time here in the 
future among my friends." 

Roy Keane, the Manchester 
United midfield player and a 
regular in the Ireland team. 


said yesterday that Chariton 
had done a “fantastic job". 

Hie FAI is turning its atten¬ 
tion to the succession. “We are 
now entering a new era and a 
smooth transition is essen¬ 
tial," Kilcoyne said. 

Mick McCarthy, the 
Millwall manager, a centre 
half in Charlton’S own image 
who was the manager's long¬ 
est-serving captain, would be 
a popular choice, and he was 
here yesterday “for my usual 
Christmas shopping trip". 
Fortuitous, but though Mc¬ 


Carthy is a popular favourite, 
he may not fit. the bill 
described by Kilcoyne 
yesterday. 

“Jack has raised our status, 
the level of football and our 
image, and we can’t let that go 
away." Kilcoyne said. “We 
must have a manager who can 
build on the legacy he has left 
and that would be a top-flight, 
experienced manager." 

That would appear to make 
McCarthy, and former 
coleagues such as Liam Bra¬ 
dy. Mark Lawrenson and 


Frank • -Staptetoin, or ; Jdc 
" Kinnear, the Wimbledon 
manager, seem outside possi¬ 
bilities:^' more likely option is 
Kenny- Dalglish, although 
- Howard Kendall would lit the 
ML and Alex Ferguson would 
be ideal, but it remains to be 
seen whether the FAI thinks it 
is even worth considering 
frying to prise him away from 
Old TraEford. 

Meanwhile, Charlton was 
left to enjoy his Guinness and 
reminiscences as he went 
round Dublin last night 


Walker left standing in game 
of managerial musical chairs 


IN LITTLE more than two 
years. Mike Walker'S manage¬ 
rial career has plummeted 
from the peak of success to the 
trough of despair. Yesterday, 
he reached rock bottom — 
missing out on the jobs at 
Leicester City and Luton 
Town, his confusion over 
whether to laugh or cry mani¬ 
festing itself in a stinging 
rebuke aimed at Martin 
George, the Leicester 
chairman. 

With Martin O’Neill suc¬ 
ceeding Mark McGhee at 
Leicester and Lennie Law¬ 
rence replacing Terry Westley 
at Luton. Walker. 50, was left 
with nowhere to go in the 
Endsleigh Insurance League 
first division. 

It was of little consolation 
that he had been within a 
hair's breadth of taking aver 
at both clubs. His 13-month 
break from the game, since 
being dismissed by Evenon. 
thus continues. 

Walker was keen to air his 
grievances. “The whole mana¬ 
gerial merry-go-round is a 
disgrace.” he said. "I’m not 
disappointed about what hap¬ 
pened — I’m very annoyed. It 
appears Ivc been led up the 
garden path. I spoke with 
Leicester three times and 1 was 
under the impression 1 had 
got the job. 

“I had heard the rumours 
about Martin O’Neill, but it 
wasn't until last night that 1 
got a phone call. If they 
wanted to appoint someone 
they felt could do a better job, 
that's fair enough, but it’s 
disappointing when you get 
treated like this. It leaves a 
sour taste in the mouth." 

On Sunday, Walker had 
expected to be announced as 
the new Leicester manager — 
after the match, ironically, 
against Norwich City at Fil- 


Russell Kempson sees a familiar figure 
miss out as O’Neill and Lawrence move in 


ben Street- His interview with 
George, two days earlier, had 
gone well. However. 3‘z hours 
before the game. O'Neill re¬ 
signed at the team hotel. His 
increasingly frosty relation¬ 
ship with Robert Chase, the 
Norwich chairman, had dete¬ 
riorated beyond repair. 

Acutely aware of O'Neill’s 
credentials. Walker derided to 
cover all the angles by also 
applying for the Luton vacan¬ 
cy, created when Westley left 
by “mutual consent" on Mon¬ 
day. Again, his interview went 
encouragingly, with David 
Kohler, the Luton chairman, 
impressed. Again, though, 
Walker had a serious rival — 
Lawrence, the former manag¬ 
er of Charlton Athletic, Mid¬ 
dlesbrough and Bradford 
City. 

Walker's error was to mm 
down Luton, still believing 
that he had strong claims of 
being installed at Filbert 
Street. “David Kohler wanted 
a quick answer from me. 


which was fair enough." 
Walker said. “I could possibly 
have been offered the position 
with Luton, but l had to make 
a decision and I fold David I 
would leave it The Leicester 
job was still outstanding and it 
appealed to me." 

George has agreed compen¬ 
sation with Norwich for the 
loss of O’Neill, who had 18 
months left on his two-year 
contract. Paul Franklin, his 
assistant at Carrow Road, and 
Steve Walford. the reserve 
team manager, will be accom¬ 
panying him. George also 
conceded that Walker had 
been his first choice until 
O’Neill’s sudden availability. 

O’Neill. 43. could have 
joined Leicester a year ago. in 
the wake of the acrimonious 
departure of Brian Little, who 
is now at Aston Villa, Then at 
Wycombe Wanderers, O’Neill 
said: “1 did not take the offer 
purely for reasons of timing. I 
still held what I suppose was a 
nonsensical dream that Wye- 





O'Neill: new job 




Walker frustrated 


ombe could carry on climbing 
the leagues.” 

Yesterday, after signing a 
24-year contract, he said: “I 
can understand the Leicester 
fans being worried about loy¬ 
alty, but I had ten years at 
Nottingham Forest and five 
years as manager at Wyc¬ 
ombe. where I had chances to 
move on to bigger clubs but 
didn't go. 

“It would be untrue of me to 
say the position at Leicester 
did not have some bearing on 
niy decision to leave Norwich, 
but I have no intention of 
using Leicester as a stepping 
stone." 

Walker, like O’Neill, left 
Norwich after falling out with 
Chase over his refusal to 
release funds for team 
strengthening. He departed, 
in January last year, after 
leading Norwich to third place 
in the FA Premier League and 
only three months after mas¬ 
terminding die remarkable 
victory over Bayern Munich 
in the Uefa Cup second round, 
which included a 2-1 win in 
Germany. 

He signed a 3‘ 2 -year con¬ 
tract at Everton. amid accusa¬ 
tions of “poaching" from 
Chase, but his stay ended after 
ten months. His frustration at 
being out of the game for so 
long is beginning to show. 

Any thoughts of him return¬ 
ing to Norwich, however risi¬ 
ble. were scotched yesterday 
when Gary Megson. the assis¬ 
tant manager at Bradford 
City, was offered the post He 
accepted immediately, but 
Bradford arc reluctant to al¬ 
low hint to leave. Megson was 
caretaker manager at Carrow 
Road, replacing John Dcehap. 
for five matches at the end of 
Iasi season as Norwich 
slipped out of the FA Carling 
Premiership. 
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WITH CHRONOMErRlC OBSStVATO^ A 
FIRST PRIZES. . • ‘ 

Available from leading stores throughout 
the UK and Ireland. 

For your nearest stockist . 











